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patronage of two major sponsors from the 
local business community, namely Lyons 
Seafoods and RACS Ltd, both of which have 
indicated they want a long term relationship 
with Warminster RFC. If you know anyone 
from either of these organisations, then please 
don’t be shy in showing your appreciation. 
The advent of 2016 then will bring with it an 
upturn in the Club’s financial status and for the 
first time since 2008 the Club will not have to 
struggle between May and September.

Club Development  

The improvement in the financial outlook will 
undoubtedly have a knock on effect on Club 
Development. Although it won’t be wholly 
visible this season, next season the Club will 
for the first time, be able to hit the ground 
running, without having to wait for the coffers 
to fill up first. So, what I would call ‘normal 
operations’ will be achievable and forward 
planning by the Management Committee will 
be more easily brought to fruition.

Of course, outside of the Club’s day to day 
business, there are also wider objectives in the 
Club Development Plan. Two out of the three 
major aims are in sight with the impending 
advent of the Redrow Housing Development. 
A planning application has yet to be submitted 
because of on-going negotiation between the 
developers, town council representatives and 
Wiltshire Council planning officers as to what 
the Warminster West Urban Extension will 

As we move unerringly towards the Festive 
Period in 2015, welcome to the Club’s first 
news letter after a four year hiatus, bringing 
you up to speed with what’s going on, 
things you might like to know and what’s 
coming up in the future all around the Club. 
I hope you find it, at the least, worthwhile 
and even interesting in places! After all, 
too much information never hurt anybody 
after all, but too little and opportunities are 
missed.

Before we get into the text though, in 
case I don’t bump into you, I’d like to wish 
each and everyone of you a very Merry 
Xmas from myself and all the officials of 
Warminster Rugby Club! I hope you have a 
great Xmas and New Year.

On with the Newsletter!

Glenn Marden
Chairman

Club Finances

After an off-season where more loan 
investment was required from a few generous 
members to keep the Club ticking over, 
whilst there are still undoubtedly challenges 
ahead, the financial outlook begins to look 
much brighter. In January 2016 the Brewery 
Loan ends after 6 long, hard years, effectively 
halving the Club’s average monthly outgoings. 
The Club also now enjoys the highly valued 



The Club will also be open Xmas Eve from 
12 noon until 5pm and Xmas jumpers will 
be the order of the day. Mulled wine, mince 
pies and an ambience of Xmas tunes will be 
available on tap. Come along and enjoy the 
atmosphere!

In between, the next Vice Presidents Day is on 
Saturday Dec 19th, which also culminates in a 
festive Players Night.

The next event in the calendar for early 2016 is 
a Race Night and these are great fun, so look 
out for the detail in and around the Club and 
on the website.

finally look like. Dependent on this outcome, 
which has now been delayed until Feb 16, and 
more precisely, where the recreational sports 
pitches are eventually sited, we should know 
what we can then make plans on and move 
towards. In a nutshell, if the Sports pitches 
are sited in the field surrounding our ground, 
without wishing to pre-empt anything, we 
would expect to get more playing space on 
site, as well as floodlights for playing matches 
and training. If however, Redrow are given 
the go-ahead to continue with their original 
plan, which is very well advanced, then we 
can expect to take only the floodlighting 
forward at Folly, given that there will be no 
additional space for more pitches, with playing 
space being allocated elsewhere as part of the 
overall recreational facilities development on 
the Western side of town. The continuation 
of the original plan, however, would also see 
Redrow siting their Sales office on our car-park 
deriving medium term rental income and 
there would also be obvious fringe benefits 
in terms of maintenance and infrastructure 
repairs/improvements on site to build into a 
relationship with them whilst they are here.  

Club Social Events

The first major whole Club social event this 
season is the New Year’s Eve shindig, which 
obviously is open to all members and their 
guests. Details are visible on fliers and posters 
in and around the Club and tickets – also 
available now at the Club - are capped at 
a very reasonable £5. As a reward to our 
members, all pints, wine and shorts will be £2 
a glass and soft drinks will be half price. This 
year, on rotation, the function is an ‘Adults 
Only’ event. It would be really good to see lots 
of you there supporting your Club, with your 
friends, if you want to bring them too!



Mini and Junior Rugby

A combination of Rugby World Cup and 
our excellent coaches has fuelled a steady 
increase in player numbers. Last season we 
had around a 100 players registered U6-U14, 
this season we have 140 registered players 
U6-U15. This growth is really encouraging and 
it has been matched by parents volunteering 
to coach, help administer and act as school 
liaison representatives. A huge thank you to 
the parents and all the volunteers who coach, 
administer and have managing roles in the 
Youth and Mini sections of the club.

This season’s new initiative, by player 
demand, has been the formation of the Girls 
Development Squad. Coached by Claire 
MacCarron, a former Women’s Army RFU 
player, the GDV are steadily practicing their 
rugby skills and when ready will join their age 
groups. The plan is for the GDV to train and 
play against the U10s on Sun 13 Dec. We are 
actively engaged with Kingdown school to 
promote Girls Rugby.

Our coaches are the ‘life blood’ of Mini and 
Junior Rugby, inspiring the players as role 
models and encouraging them to learn and 
play good rugby. We now have 27 coaches, 
most are Dads (& Claire!) and I encourage 
parents to join in. Simon Hall, our coaching 
coordinator, has organised a series of courses 
in Jan/Feb 16 all to be run at Folly Lane. By 13 
Dec, our coaches will be togged up in their 
new coaching kit (thanks to Lyons Seafood 
sponsorship). The next Coaches meeting will 
be at 9 am on Sun 13 Dec 15 – to set us up 
for 2016.

1st XV/2ND XV – The season so far

Both senior squads have enjoyed a good start 
to the current league season and both are now 
sitting in the top 5 of their respective divisions. 
There is now a bit of healthy competition 
going on to see which squad finishes highest 
in their respective leagues come the end of 
the season. The advent of new coach Emosi 
Naisaramaki, an ex Fijian 7’s international, has 
had a good impact on performance and it is 
pleasing to see a great blend of youth and 
experience binding the two teams together. 
Fixture lists are available in the Clubhouse and 
at least one team will be at home every week 
from now up until 19th Dec. They very much 
appreciate all the support they get. 

Match reports, well worthy of a read and the 
league tables are updated weekly on the Club 
notice board and appear on the website and in 
the Warminster Journal.

The 1st XV’s last result was an exciting last 
gasp 34-30 win against East Dorset and the 
2nd XV a thumping 37-5 win against Minety 
2nds.

1st XV - 
Top points Scorer  -  Lewis Noble (34pts)

1st XV -  
Top Try Scorer -  Reid Curtis (4) 

2nd XV - 
Top points Scorer  - Jimmy Rees (38pts)

2nd XV - 
Top Try Scorer -  Fergus Dillon,   
      Sam Goldup,   
    Kieran Chester (4)



dictate that each player has to have their own 
strip, as they cannot change on the touch 
line. The deposit system will be reviewed for 
next season. Player numbers have exceeded all 
expectation and we have ordered more RACS 
strips, apologies to those new players still to 
get a strip, they will arrive for Jan 16.

The Carnival organised again by Alan Russell 
was a huge success. A large and very excited 
group of players followed our float along the 
high street and really engaged with the crowd 
as they punted huge rugby balls through 
the posts. A fun evening, which helps our 
recruiting. Thank you to the parents who acted 
as marshals.

The ‘WRFC mini and junior admin’ Facebook 
site has been a real winner – 97 members – 
I encourage everyone to use it.

Each team now has a team administrator, 
a vital pitch side role, a point of contact for 
parents and the committee. They have been 
instrumental in helping prospective players and 
parents to register all through the season to 
date. 

Club house admin; this season the club 
house has been run on a rota by age groups. 
U15s and U14s have set the standard. Thank 
you to all the volunteers who have made this 
work.

Sponsorship; The U15s have continued to be 
sponsored by Fire Link Ltd (Ken Williams) and 
we have been very fortunate that RACS have 
sponsored club playing strips for the U6-U14s. 
We look very professional. There have been 
some teething problems with issuing the RACS 
kit; for U12 and below safeguarding rules 
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