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_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
“Developing quality players, capable of representing Georgetown, Demerara, Guyana and West Indies 
with distinction” 
 

GCA Executive Body 2010 - 2011: 
1) Roger Harper – President, 2) Neil Barry - Vice President (Cricket Development), 3) Surendra Hiralal - Vice President (Finance & 
Fund Raising), 4) Keniemo Alphonso - Secretary, 5) Harry Parmesar – Treasurer, 6) Theresa Pemberton – Assistant Secretary, 7) 
Dennis Wilson – Assistant Treasurer, 8) Lance Hinds - Marketing Manager,  9) Colin Alfred – Public Relations Officer, 10) Shaun 
Massiah – Chairman Competitions Committee, 11) Mark Harper – Chairman Senior Selectors, 12) Roderick Lovell – Chairman 
Junior Selectors.   
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

GEORGETOWN CRICKET ASSOCIATION 

PRESIDENTS ADDRESS – Roger Harper  

AGM 28TH FEBRUARY, 2011 

 

Executives of The GCB,  

Executives of the GCA,  

Executives and Members of GCA Member and Associate Member Clubs 

Ladies and Gentlemen. 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome all of you here this evening and thank you for coming 

along to the GCA’s Annual General Meeting.  This AGM seems to have attracted a lot of attention and 

generated significant interest which explains the large turn-out. However, I expect that this meeting will 

be conducted in a spirit of decency and orderliness as it should be.  

 

On assuming office this executive set as the GCA’s mission the process of “Developing quality players 

capable of representing Georgetown, Demerara, Guyana, and West Indies with distinction”.  With that in 

mind this Executive led by the Cricket Development Committee was determined to put in place 

development programmes to encourage the improvement of our players, physically, technically, tactically 

and mentally.  As such: 

 A workshop on Leadership and Taking Personal Responsibility was held,  

 Camps were held for the under-15 and under-19 players  
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 And a number of clinics were run, including:  

1. A spin bowling and batting against spin clinic. 

2. A pace bowling clinic. 

3. A wicket-keeping clinic. 

4. A follow-up clinic for the under-15 players 

5. A follow-up clinic for the under-19 players. 

 The “Outreach Programme” was also launched. And 

 A TV programme “Between the Sticks With The GCA” was also run. 

 

The “Outreach Programme” , initiated by The Chairman of the Cricket Development Committee, Vice 

President, Mr Neil Barry aims to practically demonstrate to clubs what can be done to maximize the time, 

equipment, facilities and human resources available, in an effort to make practice sessions more 

meaningful and enhance the development process.   

 

The GCA TV Programme “Between The Sticks With The GCA” has been a tremendous success.  The 

general feedback from the public is that they find it very informative and interesting and they have learnt 

a lot from it.  To date the programme has made a profit in excess of $250,000.  I must say a special word 

of thanks to Mr Edwin Seeraj, the programme host for the hard work, passion and commitment he has 

demonstrated in helping to make the programme a success. 

 

At the beginning of our term this GCA Executive found itself in a situation where none of the sponsors 

from the previous year was willing to continue sponsorship of the competitions they sponsored the 

previous year.  In thinking about the situation I was left to wonder whether, (a) it was mere coincidence 

that they all withdrew (b) whether the last executive did such a terrible job of managing the sponsorships 

that they were all not willing to continue or (c) whether it could be that some of the people who claim to 

have the welfare of this great game of ours, and that of the players at heart, encouraged them all to 

withdraw their sponsorship.  I have an idea of my own but I leave you to draw your own conclusions.  

However, the situation gave this executive the opportunity to seek fresh sponsors and build new 

partnerships.  To that end this GCA Executive in 2010 attracted sponsorship to the tune of three million, 

six hundred and sixty-nine thousand, three hundred dollars (G$ 3,669,300) for our cricket competitions 

and development programmes and I am pleased to inform you that to date every cent has been received. 
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The competitions launched in 2010 were: 

1. The Haier Cup – 2
nd

 Division 40-overs competition – this was sponsored by Queensway and set a 
new standard for player incentives and rewards; with Haier brand DVD players, Microwaves and 

Televisions being presented to successful players.  

 
2. The Digicel 20/20 – 1

st
 Division 20–overs competition- was an exciting competition that allowed 

the players to showcase their talents in the short-fast-paced version of the game.  And although 

the rains forced the final to be reduced to just seven overs it will be remembered for the 
Christopher Barnwell blitz, an innings of 94 runs from just 27 balls that put the game beyond the 

reach of GNIC.   

 

3. The Carib Beer & Friends of Cricket “Heroes Cup” – 1
st
 Division 2-days competition is currently 

ongoing. 

 

4. The Noble House Seafoods Trophy – 2
nd

 Division 2-days competition is also ongoing. 

5. The Tropical Mist PeeWee League – under-13 team pairs competition is near to completion is a 

new age group competition that was launched by the GCA.  The players, Coaches and the parents 
have responded in a very enthusiastic manner and want it to be a continuous programme. 

 

The Demerara Cricket Club was magnanimous in allowing the use of their facilities for the hosting of 
the finals of both the Digicel 20/20 Competition and the Haier Cup and I would like to thank them for 

that. 

  

 
GCA’s teams performed creditably without dominating at all levels.  GCA won the under-19 

Demerara inter-association competition and was runner’s-up in the under-15 competition.  The GCA 

senior team was runner’s-up in the GCB Digicel Summer Splash national 20/20 competition.  
Georgetown possesses players with tremendous talent in all age groups and every effort must be made 

to ensure that this is reflected in our teams’ performances at all levels.  Some emphasis was placed on 

preparation of GCA teams, this needs to continue and be fine-tuned.  It was pleasing to note that a 

number of GCA players went on to represent Guyana at the various levels.  There were 4 under-15 
players, 7 under-19 players and 4 senior GCA players that represented Guyana in 2010.    

 

Given the opportunity, some of the goals for 2011 would be: 
1. Running off our usual competitions but making them more exciting and rewarding to our 

players. 

 
2. Getting the “Outreach Programme” back on stream. 

 

3. Up-skill workshops for our coaches. 

 
4. Conducting more development programmes for our players. 

 

5. Getting more grounds back on stream. 
 



Roger Harper - President’s Address  - GCA AGM, 28th Feb, 2011.                                                                P g  4                                                      

 

6. Running a basic scoring course for players (matches are not being well recorded and 

statistics are not accurate). 
 

7. Running off the youth competitions without the players having to miss school.  

 

8. Having a fully functional, regularly updated website. 
 

 

I would also like to encourage clubs that have the space to follow the example set by Gandhi Youth 

Organization Sports Club and build concrete practice pitches as these would give you greater practice 
options as well as allowing your players to practice on a surface with true pace and bounce.  Not to 

mention the benefits during the rainy season.  This can be done with some self-help work and some 

specific fund raising.      

 
One of the challenges the GCA faced in 2010 was finding suitable available facilities to hold our 

development programmes.  The ideal time to hold skill development sessions would be during the school 

holidays, however, during those periods last year the rain poured and our options were very limited.  We 
must thank the Everest Cricket Club for accommodating us in the month of July last year when we held 

our youth skill development camps.  The tennis court was used for practical sessions and the hall on the 

top flat was used for classroom work.  Our clinics were held at the National Gymnasium where we 
competed with other sports for use of the facility and availability was very limited.  

 

Another challenge, a very serious one, is the unavailability of GCA member club grounds to their own 

teams playing in GCA club competitions.  This is becoming more the norm than the exception with some 
clubs and it poses challenging problems for the completion of competitions and also the development of 

your cricketing members and our players in general who are denied the opportunity to compete as 

regularly as they should.  It has been observed that member clubs have opted to rent their grounds out for 
softball cricket while denying their members the opportunity to play competitive, organized hard ball 

cricket on the ground, which is the main reason they joined the club in the first place. 

 
     

Our clubs need to play a greater role in the development of our sport and our young cricketers on the 

whole.  Clubs need to ensure that club practice sessions are properly structured to ensure that the players 

get the maximum benefit from the time available for practice, greater emphasis must be placed on junior 

programmes and with the advent of the PeeWee League, clubs should aim to include an under-13 section.  

Clubs need to appreciate the role they play in developing better citizens of our beloved country and must 

do their part to instill discipline and inculcate the right values in our players.  If our young players are not 

taught to observe and obey rules and regulations then we can’t expect them to do so when they get further 

up the ladder.    

 

In closing I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of our sponsors for partnering with the GCA 

in such a big way in 2010: 

 Queensway (on Water Street) 
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 Digicel 

 Carib Beer 

 Friends of Cricket from The Seafood’s Industry 

 Noble House Seafoods 

 Desinco Trading 

 Safeway Security 

 Yhann’s Engineering 

 Banks DIH – Tropical Mist 

 Brainstreet Technology 

 

I would also like to thank all of our supporters and well wishers for their contributions and support in 

2010 and I look forward to their continued support.  I would also like to thank you, our member clubs 

and associate clubs for your continued support and co-operation.  I look forward to serving you in 2011.    

Finally I must say a special word of thanks to my colleague executives for their support, encouragement 

and hard work throughout the last year.  The GCA’s success in 2010 was due primarily to your efforts.  I 

look forward to working with you again in 2011. 

 

Thank You & God Bless. 

    

Roger Harper,  
President, GCA.  


