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Foreword 

The beauty of truly unexpected success 

is that it is all the more enjoyable when 

it is finally realised.  In a sporting context 

this often happens when a number of 

elements just happen to click into place 

through both accident and design, but 

the best thing about this particular story 

is the people involved.  Yes, the team 

rode its luck along the way.  Yes, there 

were some grubby victories amongst the 

moments of champagne hockey.  And 

yes, the teams were very evenly 

matched in Kent Open Division 3.  But no 

… nobody deserved to win the title more 

than the men in red from south-east 

London, especially following on from 

two successive seasons of finishing third 

on goal difference and therefore missing 

out on promotion by the narrowest of 

margins. 

So just how did the “nearly men” 

undergo a kind of Kafka-esque 

transformation into ruthless serial 

winners?  Too much analysis is never a 

good thing if something actually works, 

so suffice it to say that the right stars 

were in alignment for 2017-2018, and 

that three key elements were in place.  

Firstly, captain Stephen Gilbert remained 

at the helm and did an inspired job all 

season – the trophy win should be 

dedicated to him more than anybody 

else, and seldom has a sporting reward 

been so richly deserved. 

Secondly, the appointment of Mark 

Ainley as team manager made a huge 

difference on match days, both in terms 

of general organisation, and for the 

numerous half-time tactical tweaks 

which often changed the course of some 

tight matches.  And thirdly, the 

continuity of team availability and 

selection, allied to a phenomenal team 

spirit, gave the team that vital extra 

ingredient – belief.  Aided by a lack of 

serious injuries and – at times – some 

breathtaking hockey, the Highwaymen 

smashed all their statistical records in 

one season. 

This document is the story of the team’s 

trials and, mainly, tribulations during 

2017-2018, and of some of the key 

individuals who made it happen.  Some 

of the detail reported may even be true 

– who knows? 

Enjoy! 

 

aka “The Scribe” 
April 2018  



September 

The great thing about the two pre-

season friendly matches was that the 

team that turned out for these was 

pretty much the same as that which 

went into league combat the following 

month.  The players who thrived here 

tended to do the same thereafter, with 

Pat Gainey scoring in both the away win 

at Burnt Ash and the subsequent 

“home” defeat against a very strong 

Dynamos XI.  And not for the first time in 

the months that followed, Greg Dowse 

struck a vital goal in the first of these 

two friendlies, whilst Sammy Chana 

netted a brace in the second.  Their 

ability to find the net at exactly the right 

moment was to prove highly useful in 

tight situations throughout the season. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above: Pat Gainey’s return to fitness and 

form was a major factor in the team’s 

upturn in fortunes during 2017-2018. 

Occasional wonky radar in the opposition’s 

D was the only reason why the 

Highwaymen’s goalscorer supreme never 

quite managed to net a hat- trick. 

  



October 

The season started off well with the 

team quick off the mark in the opening 

couple of home fixtures.  A reasonably 

routine 3-2 home win versus Burnt 

Ash, courtesy of a brace from the ever-

enterprising Graham Green and yet 

another Pat Gainey effort, was 

followed by a 5-2 demolition of 

Sevenoaks, with PG tipping another 

two in for good measure. 

It appeared, however, that once again 

the Highwaymen would not prosper 

on  their travels as they were held to a 

1-1 draw at Holcombe. Highly 

worrying too was the withdrawal of 

Pat Gainey in the second half with a 

hamstring injury, and the yellow card 

banishment of the team’s left back to 

the naughty chair following a 

Specsavers style comment to the 

home umpire.  Thanks to some 

inspired defending by Richard Cleall 

from a succession of late short 

corners, the team held on for an 

ultimately valuable point. 

A first (and last) home match at Colfe’s 

against Folkestone also seemed to 

have disaster etched into it, as the 

team had to play without a keeper 

owing to an injury to Tom Conway. 

Somehow the men in red ground out a 

4-2 win with Graham Green grabbing a 

pair of valuable goals. 

Below: Richard Cleall was once again the 

mastermind in front of the back three, 

never having to “pass” on any challenge, 

and always up for the battle. Mellowing 

rather like a fine Bordeaux, however, he 

only saw yellow once all season, although 

he staunchly refuse to wear any regulation 

Club kit … other than a pair of 1980s socks. 

 

 

 

 

  



November 

November’s spoils ended up 

matching those of the previous 

month: three wins and a draw, which 

saw the team jump to the top of the 

table.  The “comfortable” 4-1 away 

win at Old Bordenians was a pretty 

tight affair for the best part of an 

hour, before Ravi Wickramasuriya’s 

brilliance settled the match in the 

visitors’ favour,  The game was also 

notable for a fine debut in goal by 

Ben Wickramasuriya, and the 

versatility of Greg Dowse, slotting in 

at full-back, having already played in 

midfield, between the sticks, and as a 

goalscorer in the first month’s action. 

Once again, the home derby against 

the Dynamos was a highly 

competitive affair, the “away” team 

equalising late on and nearly winning 

it but for a last-minute goal-line 

clearance from a penalty corner.  It 

was a brilliant spectacle nonetheless, 

and a fair 1-1 final score. 

The next game probably defined the 

Highwaymen’s season. Taking a 

battering in monsoon-like conditions 

in Canterbury, a feisty but fair 

contest was ultimately decided by 

excellent efforts against the run of 

play by Tom Farrant (2) and Sammy 

Chana, and a heroic defensive display 

of pure and utter cussedness. 

By comparison, the following week-

end’s disposal of Maidstone may 

have seemed easier, but the 4-0 

score-line flattered to deceive. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above: Utility man Greg Dowse in the 

middle of the action, where he was 

generally found in 2017-2018. He is also 

allegedly the only Highwayman 

attracting interest from sponsors in the 

area of hair care products. 

December 

The only match in December saw a 

very gallant rearguard action and a  

0-1 reversal in Herne Bay with an 

absolutely threadbare squad, and 

facing blinding low sunshine in the 

first half. Had it been a boxing match, 

proceedings might have been halted 

before the break, but the visitors 

nearly plundered a deserved 

equaliser late on. 



January 

The defeat before Christmas and loss 

of the top slot proved to be a vital 

catalyst for the men in red, with a 

huge boost in the goal difference to 

boot, thanks to an impressive 7-1 

victory away at of Burnt Ash, 

followed by an equally decisive 4-1 

win at home to Sevenoaks despite 

falling behind early on. However, it 

was serial defender Phil Kinch who 

took the plaudits – and the man-of-

the-match award – in the first of 

these fixtures. This was a deserved 

reward for one of the stalwart ever-

presents in the backline, who, along 

with central defender Steve Miller, 

had an excellent season in a 

generally settled defence. 

The Highwaymen ended January 

back on top of the table, a position 

they would not relinquish for the 

remainder of the league season. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above: Phil Kinch, aka the “Rock”, was 

not only a revelation at the back, but a 

real asset setting up attacks down the 

right-hand flank. He truly typifies the 

defining spirit of the Highwaymen. 

Below: Well worth the wait! Central 

defender and former President Steve 

Miller won his first trophy in over 30 

years at the Club. His defensive displays 

alongside Phil Kinch were a vital element 

in the team’s defensive record. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



February 

Below: Sammy Chana proved to be an 

invaluable member of the squad all 

season.  Despite an apparently chronic 

allergy to tracking back and defending, 

his ability to pop up at just the right 

moment and score vital goals is uncanny. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February proved to be the decisive 

month as the Highwaymen 

continued unabated on their winning 

streak, beating a resurgent 

Holcombe side 3-0 in the side’s first 

game at Avery Hill, before coming up 

trumps 3-1 in a tough assignment at 

a damp and blustery Folkestone (is it 

ever anything but?), where Greg 

Dowse once again popped up to calm 

the nerves in a tense second half. 

The home fixture against bottom 

team Old Bordenians may have 

looked like a home banker on paper, 

but it was as tough a game as any in 

the New Year.  The usual suspects, 

however, came to the rescue yet 

again, a double strike from Sammy 

Chana and another well-timed Greg 

Dowse effort proving more than 

enough to garner all three points. 

The return derby “away” to the 

Dynamos was negotiated in the 

month’s final league fixture without 

either hiccups or loss of points, the 

eventual 4-2 score-line being a pretty 

fair reflection of both sides bossing 

one half each.  The result all but 

guaranteed a top two finish, which 

made the focus for the final run-in 

crystal clear, and meant that one 

more win the following week in a 

home fixture against Canterbury 

would be enough for the team from 

south-east London to clinch the title. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At least that was the general idea … 

before the “Beast from the East” 

made the first of two interruptions to 

the playing schedule and extended 

the season into April. 



 

March 

Two weeks later the Highwaymen 

had to take to the road to pilfer the 

last win which would see them 

crowned as champions.  Maidstone 

at 4.30 pm (and running late) on a 

cold, dank afternoon under 

floodlights is a true test of any 

team’s mettle.  Fortunately, the team 

was not found wanting, and fittingly, 

it was once again Pat Gainey who 

applied the coups de grace with yet 

another double in a 3-0 win that was 

met with beaming, silent and 

somewhat disbelieving smiles at the 

final whistle … finally, the team had 

done it! 

Social media briefly went into 

meltdown as WhatsApp and 

Messenger relayed the message to 

Blackheath, Bromley and Brisbane. 

March 10, 2018 will go down in the 

folklore of Highwaymen hockey as 

the first time the team had won a 

title, but there was still the small 

matter of two more league matches 

to fulfil before the celebrations could 

really begin in earnest. 

However, the team had another 

fortnight’s breather to savour the 

sweet taste of success, as the “Beast 

from the East” briefly revisited from 

mainland Europe, forcing another 

week-end of inactivity before the 

rescheduled match against 

Canterbury took place on the 24th of 

the month, a week after the regular 

season was scheduled to finish. 

The 1-0 win was mainly down to 

some great goalkeeping by Tom 

Conway and some great defending 

by guest sweeper,  Matt Wilde. 



April 

Match versus Herne Bay [to follow]. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The final word 

So there we are … a record breaking 

season for the men in red, where 

they broke numerous personal bests 

en route: record number of points 

(per game), best defensive record, 

highest league placing etc., and lived 

up to the Club motto: “Be Proud, Be 

Worthy”. 

Above all, however, it was about the 

individuals concerned, developing a 

real sense of purpose and realising 

unexpected possibilities in a team 

which exceeded the abilities of its 

component parts as individuals. And 

no one can take this away from those 

who took part in this odyssey. 

That is the one great thing about 

amateur sport. The other, however, 

is that one can never rest on one’s 

laurels for too long.  Sport takes 

place in the present and the future, 

not the past – as with life, you need 

to look forward through the 

windscreen, not backwards in the 

rear-view mirror, so we shall see. 

Will the Highwaymen thrive, survive 

or dive in Division 2 in 2018-2019? 

They will certainly aim for the first 

two goals in that order, but that can 

all wait for another day in the 

autumn. 

  



Appendix 1 – 

the best of the rest 

 

Above: the Highwaymen’s trusty left back 

was full of attacking intent all season 

(ahem!) and as loud as ever. 

Above right: Manager Mark Ainley may 

have come into the job with his eyes wide 

open, but sometimes clearly even he 

could not believe what he was 

witnessing. The man with the clipboard 

was a major factor in the team’s success 

in 2017-2018. 

Right: the legend that is Stephen Gilbert. 

Oh so close to scoring while lingering on 

the left-hand post on oh so many 

occasions, but no matter … he has 

captained a promotion-winning team to 

a title win, and not many players do that. 

Never has an individual deserved a 

trophy more than him. 

 

 

 

 

(opposition’s half) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Top left: Tom Conway – one of the best 

keepers in the division, once again the 

team’s youngest player, and always a 

player-or-the-season contender. 

Left: Graham Green – the 

thoroughbred “GG” had another fine 

season, making vital contributions 

along the way. 

Chris Bernard – a hockey purist, clearly 

horrified by the weekly agricultural 

shenanigans going on around him, and 

a very valuable member of the team. 

Above: Ravi Wickramasuriya was back 

to full fitness and his blistering best on 

the right-hand side of midfield where 

he terrorised defences all season – a 

major factor in the team going up. 

Left: Club legend, Andy Rose, who may 

have only turned out in about half of 

the games, but whose attitude, 

presence and ability had a hugely 

positive impact upon the team and its 

ambitions. Probably Stephen Gilbert’s 

shrewdest ever signing. 

 



Appendix 2 – 

the stat attack 
 

The final table: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Top scorers:    

Player-of-the-year:  

Core squad: 

   

 

Votes of thanks: 

 

Stephen Gilbert, Tom Conway, Phil Kinch, Steve Miller, Tim 

Walters, Richard Cleall, Ravi Wickramasuriya, Peter Robinson,  

Greg Dowse, Chris Bernard, Sammy Chana, Pat Gainey, Andy 

Rose, Matt Robinson, Matt Wilde and Graham Green. 

Pat Gainey (15), Sammy Chana (9) 

The wonderful supporters: David Maltman, Peter Dowse, the 

Bowles Family, Ian Conway and the dynamite bundle that is 

Hector Rose … Gill Gilbert: for her forbearance in letting her 

other half pursue adolescent dreams … all the umpires who 

turned out for us, particularly Annette Golding, Rhys Edwards 

and Seneka … and many others besides. 

 


