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Good Evening and Welcome to Bell Close,

Tonight, we extend a warm welcome to our everyone connected with
neighbours Dunstable Town FC.

We also extend our welcome to our 3 match officials, Richard Wharton,
John Wynne and Luke Burford, we hope they enjoy the game and our
hospitality afterwards.
The 'Blues' have not made a great start to their League season, and they
are still without a point after their first 4 games,
however, I don’t think Joe Sweeney and our team will be taking them
lightly, as we all know what can happen in Derby games.
If we can win tonight’s game we will equal Harpenden's points total then
its a six pointer on Saturday.
Saturday's game against Holmer Green was great entertainment for a
crowd of 317 people and we thank our fans for their support once again.
This was the 2nd time this season that we have had a League gate over
300. It was great to see so many young players from Leighton Town
Youth FC attending the game with their parents.

Our thanks also go to Robbie Brightman for his Match Sponsorship

On Saturday we have another home game when we entertain the current
League Leaders, Harpenden Town this is followed by an away game on
Tuesday 14th at Leverstock Green and we hope you can make it to that
game to support the Team once again.

Enjoy the Game. See you in the Bar.



Dunstable Town BRIEF HISTORY

Dunstable Town Football Club was formed in October 1883 and is currently
managed by Gareth Jackson. and assisted by Anthony Christophi.

The club in its history has won the Colwyn Cup, The Beds County Floodlit Cup,
The Bedfordshire Senior Cup, The Bedfordshire Premier Cup and The Eastern
Junior Cup, as well as numerous non-league titles.

Nicknamed ‘The Blues’, the football club play at Creasey Park, although it was
redeveloped in 2011 and is one of three teams in English football to have gone
an entire season unbeaten, in which they won 36 of their 42 games and drew
the other six, winning the SSMFL Premier League in the 2012/13 season.

This was followed by a second promotion in as many seasons from the
Southern League Central Division to the Southern Premier Division, where
they now compete.

The club has been home to a number of high-profile footballers in its history,
with the likes of Manchester United great, George Best, played in 3 friendlies
in the 70s to raise vital funds, as well as spending £25 of his own money on
new nets for the goals.

Alongside Best, Jeff Astle also played for the club in the 1974/75 season,
scoring 34 goals. Although this may seem like a large tally, it doesn’t compare
to the 54 Lee Roache scored in the ‘Invincibles’ season. The striker and now
Dunstable legend left at the end of the 15/16 season.



DUNSTABLE TOWN FC, PLAYER PROFILES. SEASON 2021-22

1. Dan Gould, Goalkeeper, Previous Club Crawley Green.

2.Matt Ellis, Defender, Previous Club Kings Langley Under 18s, Leverstock
Green under 18s.

3.Daniel Trif, Defender, Previous Club London Tigers.

4.Gregg Douglas, Defender, Previous Club Langford.

5.Jeremiah Debayo, Defender, Previous Club Egham Town.

6.Dylan Fitzpatrick, Defender, Previous Club AFC Dunstable Under 18s.

7.Jamie Gill, Defender, Previous Club Totternhoe.

8.Roy Byron, Midfield, Previous Club Aylesbury Vale Dynamos.

9. Charlie Jackson, Midfield, Previous Club Winslow.

10. Joe Mead, Midfield, Previous Club Luton Town.

11.Charlie Oddy, Midfield, Previous Club Burton Albion.

12. Craig Packham, Midfield, Previous Clubs Arlesey Town.

13. Sam Gibson, Midfield, Previous Clubs Barton Rovers.

14. Drew Phillips, Forward, Previous Clubs Barton Rovers.

15. Simon Richards, Forward, Previous Clubs St.Joesphs.



16.Charlie Black, Forward, Previous Clubs Biggleswade United.

17.Chris Stapleton, Forward, Previous Clubs Aston Clinton.

18. Gianluca Sinatra, GoalKeeper, Previous Clubs Dunstable Town
Development Team.

Managerial & Coaching Staff.

Gareth Jackson, Manager. Now in his Fourth season at the Club, Gareth is a
UEFA B coach and part of the group of supporters and officials who saved the
Club from obscurity in May 2017. A great student of the game and highly
respected by fans and Club officials alike.

Anthony Christophi, Assistant Manager. Started coaching at AFC under 18s
went on to manage Ampthill Town and is now Gareths Assistant. Currently holds
his Level 2 coaching badge.

Ivan Arapov. Coach. Ivan is also a UEFA B coach who has won silverware with
London Colney. Ivan came on board mid-season 2019-20 season and has
proved to be a great addition to the coaching set-up.

David Paredes, Goalkeeper Coach, Previous Clubs London Colney,
Berkhamstead FC.

Sarah Keen, Sports therapist.





IMPROVING THE LIVES OF OTHERS. DUNSTABLE TOWN FC BECOME A
COMMUNITY BENEFIT SOCIETY.

Dunstable Town FC have an interesting history. I think that’s the polite way of
putting it. Formed in 1883 the Club had several homes before finding permanent
residency at Creasey Park in the post-war years.
Those of a certain vintage may have witnessed the mercurial magic of George
Best when he graced the hallowed turf of Creasey Park in 1974, playing three
times for the Blues as a favour to his old Manchester United teammate, Barry
Fry, who was the Club’s Manager. Fry, in his first job in football management
went on to manage Barnet, Birmingham City & Peterborough Utd, where he is
Director of Football.
The BBC covered the story of how George Best came to play for Dunstable
Town on its website in May to mark what would have been Best’s 75th birthday.
But Best hasn’t been the only former International to wear the Club’s colours,
former England player Jeff Astle scored 34 times for the Blues in the 1974 -75
season.
Kerry Dixon is another former England International who started his career at
Dunstable Town, before going on to play for Reading & then heading to the
bright lights of London’s Kings Road, where he scored 193 times for Chelsea
making him the Club’s all-time third most prolific goal scorer.
More recently, Luton Town player Peter Kioso played for the Club as an 18-year-
old in the 2017 -18 season, and at the end of last season another 18-year-old,
Eric Ameyaw left the Club to sign for Fulham.
But, to misquote Freddie Mercury, it hasn’t always been a “bed of roses and a
pleasure cruise”. Tales of money in brown envelopes, dodgy dealings and
financial mismanagement have also seen the Club lurch from peak to trough
and back again on too many occasions causing the Club to go out of business
for four years in the mid to late 1990’s and a partial shut-down in the 1970’s.
Us football fans, are, by and large, masochists. We derive a perverse sense of
pleasure from following our teams’ (mis)fortunes, getting battered by the
elements on uncovered terraces, travelling long distances on bitterly cold
Tuesday nights to see our teams succumb to a penalty from a blatant dive in the
last minute of stoppage time. And because we’re masochists and creatures of
habit we do it every season.
But we at least have the certainty that our Club will be still in existence for us to
experience this self-inflicted pain and punishment we secretly enjoy.



But try asking the fans of Macclesfield, Bury, and North Ferriby who have all seen
their Clubs fold recently due to the financial pressures of boom-and-bust football
economics, about the certainty of where they’ll be at 3pm on a Saturday afternoon.
Football isn’t all about success no matter how much we aspire to achieve it. For
every Club that finishes top of the league, another Club has to finish bottom.
The pressure to achieve success at all costs comes at too high a price for many
Clubs.
As our own experience in the 1970’s and 1990’s showed, we’ve also ridden the
football financial rollercoaster and fallen from grace in so doing.
The global Covid pandemic wrought havoc and despair to the lives of millions. While
the nation mourned the lives of countless thousands, many of the Club’s
commercial sponsors saw their own businesses and livelihoods severely affected
by lockdowns and the cessation of normal trading.
Faced with a loss of nearly half its income the Club had to fold its Cup winning
Development Team, circle the wagons and concentrate on keeping just one senior
team playing last season.
Dunstable Town became managed by the Club’s fans in 2017. Fan ownership is a
relatively recent concept of running a football Club. Many clubs, even at non-league
level, rely heavily on the generosity of individual donors to keep their clubs afloat,
or own their own facilities and can supplement match day income by hiring out their
facilities to community groups, or running popular social events from their
clubhouses.
As tenants of the Council and with no individual benefactors that is simply not an
option for Dunstable Town FC. Therefore, in order to protect the Club’s history and
ensure a sustainable future we began talks with the Football Supporters’
Association earlier this year and started the new season as a Community Benefit
Society (CBS)
Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority, the Club operates as a social
enterprise combining both traditional football activities with working in our local
communities on improving the mental and physical health and well-being of
individuals.
Regulars on match-days at Creasey Park may not notice much of a difference.
It’s during the week from Monday through to Friday that being a CBS club starts to
do things very differently. Our links with NHS groups, charities and community
groups, and the range of free activities we provide, is what sets us apart from 99.9%
of every other FA affiliated club up and down the country.
The Club has been fortunate over the past few seasons to have developed a strong
relationship with Mind BLMK (Beds, Luton and Milton Keynes) and for the past three
seasons have had the Mind BLMK logo on the front of the playing kit. There is ample
anecdotal evidence to suggest that this move encouraged and empowered many
people to seek help for emotional and psychological problems they were facing from
both statutory and non-statutory mental health services.
With Mind BLMK as a strategic partner the Club has worked on initiatives to actively
promote better mental health through football and exercise.
We are also part of the CALM Collective and work in support of CALM (Campaign
Against Living Miserably) More recently we have established links with
Minds2gether, a mental health peer support group in Dunstable.



A little-known fact. Endorphins are the body’s own natural anti-depressants and
are released by the brain when you exercise. Exercise is not just good for your
heart and lungs, it’s also good for your mental well-being and helps you feel
better in yourself.
All of the services we offer are free to join and participate in. We provide weekly
Walking Football groups, a Walking groups and a weekly Support group for
socially isolated and lonely people which meets at The Glider public house
every Monday.
Our intention is to help people who want to lose weight, lower blood pressure
readings and blood sugar levels, and improve their mood and reduce symptoms
of anaxiety by taking part in these groups.
Additionally, they’re a huge amount of fun as heydays are re-lived and glory
years re-enacted, complete with bad backs and dodgy knees.
We have also established links with the local NHS Community Mental Health
team and will be offering free coaching sessions and 5 a side games for service
users in recovery. We have the invaluable support of our partners at DKD
Coaching who provide UEFA B coaches
All very noble and worthwhile you may say, but how does this benefit the Club’s
supporters?
The answer is very simple. Supporters, and members of the general public, can
become owners of Dunstable Town FC. By simply purchasing a maximum of
one share per person a supporter automatically becomes an owner of
Dunstable Town FC.
It’s a scheme that has been championed by League clubs like AFC Wimbledon,
Newport County, and Exeter City, and non-league clubs such as AFC Rushden
& Diamonds, Lewes FC and FC United of Manchester. It is the ultimate
manifestation of fan power and the pinnacle of supporter commitment to
become an owner of the Club you support.
It means that you don’t have to be the owner of an oil well or a gas field to own
your own football club, you can be like 1,600 people who own Lewes FC or 800
who own AFC Rushden & Diamonds, receive your owner’s share certificate and
be part of the Club that is a benefit to the community.
Owners enjoy benefits from the Club’s Blue Card, shop and save discount
scheme, receive preferential rates from Club partners in the health and leisure
sector, the Club’s own Nike kit supplier and a growing number of shops and
traders in the town, keen to do their bit and show support for the Club with a
Purpose.
And if that wasn’t enough, owners automatically get voting rights to elect the
Club’s Board of Directors every year, choose new kit and help shape the future
course of the Club.
For less than the price of a couple of cinema tickets and a bag of popcorn you
can become an owner of Dunstable Town FC and support the great work we’re
doing with our partners improving the lives of others.
Children’s ownership is half price but has no voting rights until aged 16.
For details on how to own your local club, please visit our website;
www.dunstabletownfc.co.uk/ownership





LEAGUEHISTORY

TheLeagueis relatively youngcomparedtoother̓ s beingformed in1922asthe
Bedfordshire County League. With new clubs keen to join from outside the
County it was decided in 1929 to change the name to the South Midlands
League.TheLeaguecontinued to consolidate andstrengthen over the ensuing
70yearsor soprovidingquality football formanyteamsover a largeareaof the
South Midlands. In 1997it becameapparent that the LondonSpartan League,
whichwas very muchto the Southof the Leagueʼsgeographicalfootprint, was
strugglingadministratively and,with the full supportofthe Football Association,
the decision was taken to merge the two competitions with the new League
beingknownas the Spartan South Midlands League.TheLeaguenow covers a
wide area fromNorth Londonin the South to Milton Keynes in the North and
fromWare in the East to Aylesburyin theWest.

The League ispart of the FA s̓National LeagueSystem (NLS) andcomprisesof
three Divisions;Premier at Step5of theNLS,DivisionOneat Step6andDivision
Twoat Step7.

TheLeaguehasaproudrecord ofpromotingclubsto Step 4of the NLSandhas
also provided 4 FA Vase Finalists including two winners in Arlesey Town and
HoddesdonTownFC.





TheHistoryofLeightonTownFootball Club

Leighton Town,who were knownas LeightonUnited between 1922and1963,
were formed in 1885. They were mainly involved in local leagues until the
outbreakoftheGreatWar andwerewinnersofthe LeightonandDistrictLeague
onseveral occasions.

Leightonwere oneoftheoriginalmembersoftheSouthMidlandLeaguein1922
– which at the timewas knownas the Bedfordshire CountyLeague.Theywere
alsomembersof the Spartan Leaguebetween 1922/23and1951/52,but their
onlysuccessesbeingthe Spartan LeagueDivision2title in1923/24and1927/28.
Theywere Bedfordshire Senior Cupwinners in1926/27.

In 1952,they becamea foundermemberof the Hellenic League,but after two
disappointingseasons,movedto the SouthMidlands League. In1965/66season
however, the Premier Championshipsat in the LeightonTownBoardroom. The
clubthen re-joinedthe Spartan League in1967/68.

Leighton proceeded to consolidate their League success by winning the
Bedfordshire Senior Cupfor three successive seasons in 1968,1969and 1970.
Unfortunately, some of the successful players moved on to other clubs, and
Leighton s̓ fortunes again declined. A move to the United Counties League
proved disastrous and after just two seasons, the club re-joined the South
Midlands League.
Duringthe ʻ70 s̓and ʻ80 s̓, Leightonwere unable to capture the successof the
6̒0̓s.

In 1990/1991theFirst Teamwon the SouthMidlands LeagueChallengeTrophy
and the OʼBrienʼs Premier Division Cup, both for the first time in the clubʼs
history.
The 1991/2season was one of the club s̓ best. The South Midlands Premier
Divisiontitle, whichhadeludedthe clubfor solong,waswon,andwith it a place
in the IsthmianLeague.
1992/3sawtheClub s̓successcontinuewhen they won theBedfordshire Senior
Cupfor the first timesince1970.TheClubmissedoutonpromotion in their first



IsthmianLeagueseasonby just a singlepoint, but the YouthTeamretained the
County Cup.
1995/6sawthe First Teamwin promotion to Division2of the Isthmian League,
whilst at the sametime retaining the BuckinghamCharityCup.
In the 1996/7season, Leightonwon the Isthmian LeagueAssociatedMembers
Trophyfor the first time.
1998/99sawthe return of theAssociatedMembersTrophyandtheBuckingham
Charity Cup.

Season 2003/04Leightonwon the Ryman Isthmian Second Division title. They
were alsonamedRymanDivisionTwoTeamof the Year, andPaul Burgesswas
awardedManagerof theYear.Theyalsoreachedthe Fifth roundofthe FAVase,
andthe final of theBedsSeniorCup,before losingtoAndoverandArleseyTown
respectively.
The2004-05seasonsaw the club placed in TheSouthern League East Division
and finished in a creditable tenth place. They also won the Buckinghamshire
CharityCup.TheReserveswontheBedfordshire Intermediate CupandtheU18 s̓
wonthe SCYFLLeagueShield.
The2005-06Seasonsawthe Clubprogressagain, improvingonthe year before,
asthey finished8thinTheSouthernLeagueWestern Division.After apoorstart,
Leagueresults improvedand the sideonly suffered fourdefeats fromthe start
ofNovemberuntil the endofMarch, aplay-offplace just eludingthem.
After three excellentvictories interest in the FA.Trophycompetitionendedwith
a singlegoaldefeat toeventual semi-finalists,Borehamwood.
TheClubalso reached the Beds Senior CupFinal, but sadly they again finished
asRunnersUp.
The Clubwere relocated to the Southern League Midland Division for 06-07
seasonbutonly oneLeaguewin in the first sixgamesandearly exits in the two
FA Competitions cost Paul Burgess his job in September. He was replaced by
former Wycombe professional Keith Scott, results did improve but it was a
disappointingseason,althoughTowndidwin the BucksSenior Charity Cup.

The2007-08startedbrightly with the first Leaguedefeat not cominguntil mid-
October. Threewins in theFACupsawthe Clubreach the 4thQualifyingRound
for the first time in it̓ s history. A3-0defeat to Conference South, Havant and
Waterlooville finally ended the run. Keith Scott then left in Decemberto join
Windsor and Eton. In January 2008, Assistant Manager Sean Downey was
appointedasFirstTeamManager anddidasplendidjobastheClubended their
Leagueseasonin9thplace,winningtheBucksCharityCupandreachingthe final
of the BedsSenior Cuponcemore.



The 2008/09Season the First Team finished 8th in the Southern League,
MidlandDivision,achievingtheir highestpointstotal to date at that level.
The2009/10seasonsawLeightononce again finish in the top half of the table,
when they finished in9thplace and they also lost the Bedfordshire Senior Cup
Final to Southern Leaguerivals, ArleseyTownafter penalties.

Season2010/2011,sawTownfinish in7thplace in the League,gaining69points,
their best performancesincejoiningtheSouthern Football League.
The 2011/2012a poor season saw Leighton finish in their lowest position for
severalyears.
2012/13wasalsovery disappointing for the First Teamas they finished in20th
place.
2015/2016After 3 disappointing seasons Leighton finished the season in the
bottom twoof the Southern LeagueCentralDivisionandwere relegated to the
Spartan South Midlands League where they had last played in the 1991/92
season.
2016/2017 Thiswas a disappointing seasonwith the club strugglingfor much
of the timeafter yet anotherManagerial Change.Thingsdidpickuptowards the
endofthe seasonandweeventually finished in16thplace.
2017/18 Theclub retained Scott ReynoldsasManager and finished 4th in the
Leagueand reached the Quarter Finals of the FAVASE. Gates improvedand it
wasourbest seasonfor about8years,
2018/2019Manager, Scott Reynolds resigned in the close season and Danny
Nicholls was appointed as Manager but left in October due to work
commitments.TheClubthenappointed JoeSweeney andPaulCopson,whohad
previously won the Premier division title with London Colney as their new
ManagementTeam.Theysteadied the shipandwe finished inmidtable.

2019/2020 Was a goodseason for the Clubaswe again reached the Quarter
Final ofthe FAVaseandafter a slowstart in theLeaguethe teamstarted to find
some good form as we slowly climbed up the table. The team were also
awardedtheTeamof theMonth twice.
2020/2021Townfor the third time in4seasonsreached theQuarter Finalof the
FAVasebut sadly lost out to2 late penalties. Anindifferent start in the League
meantwe couldnotquite gainthe pointsneeded to gainpromotion ina Covid
affected season.
2021/2022 Leighton are hoping to be challengingat the top end of the table
but we are well aware that this is a difficult Divisionand several other strong
teamswill be competingto finish in the top2places.



AUGUST RESULTS



LEAGUEATTENDANCE



LEIGHTON TOWN FIRST TEAM
SEPTEMBER FIXTURES



LEAGUE TABLE



 

 

 
 

 
HOW YOUR SUPPORT HELPS 

 
 
 
Many Non-League football clubs survive with the help of volunteers, unfortunately like 
us they cannot survive on that alone. Sponsors, local businesses and their financial 
donations are also a huge help in keeping the club maintained and helping us to buy 
equipment, keep up repairs and every few years, purchase a new kit. 
 
Even the smallest of sponsorship money contributes to our football club in so many 
ways. Programme Sponsors, match and player sponsors all help towards the upkeep 
of the club and to keep it running for our supporters and the local community. 
 
We are here to provide a nice happy place and to provide local football for everyone 
to enjoy. If you watch it, play it, or volunteer to help the club in any way, Leighton 
Town FC is for everyone. 
 Please spread the word about Leighton Town FC, tell your friends and family about 
us, to show them they have a local football club where they can enjoy a great friendly 
atmosphere, watch good football and to cheer on their local team. 
 What does more supporters watching our game mean? It means our team and 
players out on the pitch get the inspiration, the passion, and the knowledge that the 
local community and supporters are behind them. Home supporters cheering on their 
team means so much. The noise and support the players receive when people 
watching cheer during the match, is inspirational for them and raises the desire to win. 
 
When everyone pulls together to achieve success, from volunteers at the club 
generous sponsors, to the supporters and of course the players and Management, 
success will be accomplished. 
 
Tell your friends and family, invite them down to Bell Close to come and support us 
and who knows what might happen 



CLUB SPONSORS











TODAYS FIXTURES

Holmer Green V Harefield United

Leighton Town V Dunstable Town

Tring Athletic V Broadfields United (Postponed)

Flackwell Heath V Weston Super Mare (FA CUP)

South Park V Broadfields United (FA CUP)





 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

UNDER 18’S CLUB
SPONSORS



Connor Coulson 1 Dan Gould
Joe Fitzgerald 2 Matt Ellis
Tom Silford 3 Daniel Trif
Ethan Flanagan 4 Gregg Douglas
Dave Murphy 5 Jeremiah Debayo
Alfie Osborne 6 Dylan Fitzpatrick
James Towell 7 Jamie Gill
Jordon Frederick 8 Roy Byron
Luke Dunstan 9 Charlie Jackson
Danny Webb 10 Joe Mead
Dave Parkinson 11 Charlie Oddy
Brian Foulger 12 Craig Packham
Ashton Campbell 14 Sam Gibson
Ollie Cox 15 Drew Phillips
Sonny Newbury-Barr 16 Simon Richards
Tom Bryant 17 Charlie Black

18 Chris Stapleton
19 Gianluca Sinatra

MATCHDAY SQUAD FROM

Leighton Town
Red & White / Red / Red

Dunstable Town
Blue / Blue / Blue

Manager:
Joe Sweeney & Paul Copson

Physio:
John Rutherford & Lorraine Smith

Match Officials

Referee
Richard Wharton

Assistants
John Wynne & Luke Burford

Manager:
Gareth Jackson

Assistant:
Anthony Christophi

Physio: Sarah Keen


