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CLUB NEWS 
Dan Leach named as 1st XV Captain 

 
 

 
This is particularly special for our club as Dan started his 
Rockcliff career in 2006 as a 12-year-old front rower.  His 
love of rugby started at Valley Gardens Middle School 
and Dan expressed a desire to play for the same club as 
his dad Alex and his Uncle Matty. Back in those days we 
did not have the flourishing mini and junior set up we 
have today. So, after an unsuccessful training session 
with another local club, his dad and Trevor Straker 
managed to drum up enough interest from his school 
friends to build an U13 team at the Rock. Since then Dan 
has progressed through the age grades up to Colts, 
captaining the U16s & the Colts. He was the last 
recipient of the fabled Colt of the year Trophy (which is 
to be resurrected this year). 
 
After school Dan went to Durham University where he 
continued his love of rugby, playing for Josephine Butler 
College where he captained the team in his 2nd and 3rd 
years.  After his studies he returned to Rockcliff to play 
where he linked up with fellow members of his Colts 
team, playing for 3rd and 2nd teams and more recently 
in the 1st XV. 
 
Rockcliff RFC would like to wish Dan all the luck in 
captaining his boyhood club in what is an extremely 
exciting time. We have a new coaching partnership in 
Darren Cunningham and Craig Hamilton, our fantastic 
AGP is almost ready and we have plans for a player’s 
gym and a members lounge extension.  The future is 
bright, the future is cardinal and gold. #UTR 

New Pitch Update 
The RFU AGP365 at Whitley Bay 
Rockcliff is nearing completion and is 
one of the few green pitches in our 
area this summer!  Final World Rugby approval is the 
final step which should allow play from early August.  
RFU compliant screw-in or moulded studs permitted but 
NO blades, trainers or flat shoes for players, coaches or 
pitch side support. So be careful when buying your boots 
for the new season - you would not want to miss out 
when you visit!  

Lawrence Fletcher 

 
Clean RFU compliant screw-in or moulded studs 

 
No blades - no trainers - no flat shoes 

 
SPORT 
Training 
Tuesday and Thursdays  
Social Touch Rugby 6.30-7.30 every Thursday  
 

The Girls Are Getting About 

 
Freedom of the Borough Ceremony for Sarah Hunter -
England Captain.   The girls were thrilled to meet Sarah 
and listen to the inspirational speeches which touched 
on the sacrifices and struggles Sarah has faced to get to 
where she is. She talked about the highs but also the 
lows. It was a very realistic account of playing 
professional rugby at the highest level.  
 

Cheryl Abdul - Manager u18 Girls  
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Girls 

Brilliant News for the Girls Rugby  
For the first time we have sufficient numbers at both 
u15 and u18 to have entered into the Girls Cup 
competitions ! 

Christopher Taylor 

Girls Lead Coach - u15 Manager 

 

Rockcliff RFC - a view from afar  
(an Alickadoo synopsis)  

 
As an Alickadoo I would like to take some time in 
thanking those volunteers at the club who give their 
time, energy and forward thinking in creating an exciting 
environment for players past, well past, present and 
future. 
 
This being a short dictum in honour of the few with 
more to follow as I consume copious amounts of drink 
during those dark days and nights we know as June, July 
and August! 
 
President - Scott Carruthers 
A quintessentially quiet chap the club President follows 
his own agenda with his motto of "Bu&&er it I'll do it 
myself" generally because most of his hare brained 
schemes are met with hoots of derision and raucous 
laughter by the club general committee. 
 
Although to be fair to Scott without his input some of 
the improvements wouldn't have got off the ground, 
example being the disabled toilet, which owing to a 
misunderstanding with a local builder is located on the 
first floor of the clubhouse, with access by some steep 
stairs outside the building. It takes a group of forwards 
to get a wheelchair and occupant up to this toilet, and 
unfortunately the last lady was left up there for a week 

or so, until Tynemouth Volunteer Life Brigade used the 
clubhouse roof for a breaches buoy exercise. 
 
Scott was also behind the plans to develop some low 
cost housing behind to the rear of the first team posts, 
unfortunately owing to the land available being 10 feet 
by 6 feet plans were drawn to build up to approximately 
23 storeys, and the outside BBQ at level 5 is indeed a 
work anyone would be proud of. Expectations are that 
first time buyers will be interested in the price range of 
£850,000 - £900,000? Discussions are being held with 
the local authority on the name of this development and 
as it is facing towards Carlisle, Scott hopes to call it 
Solway View! 

Jim Routledge 

 

 
 
SMART DATES  

 
 

SEPTEMBER 
Grand Opening of the Pitch  14th/15th/16th 

OCTOBER 
Race Night - u14 (2018/19) fundraiser  Fri 12th 
 NOVEMBER 
Annual Dinner Dance Sat 3rd 
 
As ever thanks to our contributors, volunteers and club 
members for continued support. 
 
Pictures/News/A group of words together not necessary 
making sense to : Liz Fletcher  
liz.fletcher@blueyonder.co.uk  07946326972 or via 
facebook 
 
 

FIXTURES 2018/19 

Date 1st Team  2nd Team  3rd Team  

       
11 Aug Hartlepool Rovers H     

18 Aug       

25 Aug PONTELAND (CUP) H     

1 Sep ASHINGTON A     

8 Sep WINLATON H WEST END A   

15 Sep SEDGEFIELD H BERWICK A   

22 Sep RYTON A DURHAM CITY H NORTH SHIELDS (CUP) H 

29 Sep DARLINGTON A   GOSFORTH A 

6 Oct   Ashington A SEGHILL (L & CUP) H 

13 Oct BISHOP AUCKLAND A GOSFORTH (CUP) H RAVENS (CUP) A 

 


