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Stonebridge Corporate is proud  
to sponsor Cobham FC. 

At Stonebridge Corporate, passion, hard work and 
expertise are at the heart of the service we provide 
our clients across commercial insurance and 
private clients insurance.

t. 01372 72474 
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Audio Visual

Cobham Football Club was formed on Friday 5 November 1886 by Founding President, Hon. Alan Egerton MP and villagers 
connected with the local Co!ee Tavern. The Vicar o!ered to supply it with a football. On 4 November 1890, The Evening Telegraph 
reported on the death of our Centre Half, Arthur Smith, following injuries sustained in a match vs Kingston Wanderers. In 1892, the 
Club a"liated to the Surrey FA. The home ground was never settled with various #elds around the outskirts of the village being used 
at di!erent times. During the late 1920’s they played in the Kingston and district league winning division 1 in 1928/29 and 1929/30. 
Following the Club gaining intermediate status in 1933, Cobham won the Surrey Intermediate League (Central) in 1933/34 and 
1935/36. The Club achieved senior status in 1938 upon election to the new Surrey Senior League.  

The war years between 1939 to 1945 saw a vote to agree a temporary merger with the Avorians Sports Club to form Cobham 
Avorians to ensure local football continued.

After the War, the Club made home at Cobham recreation ground until 1955/6 when it moved to Anvil lane also known as the 
Leg o’ Mutton #eld. The club took its nickname from the word anvil and thus became the Hammers. Phil Walker and Trevor Lee of 
Millwall FC and Cricketer Bob Willis of Surrey & England are amongst famous ex-players. . During the 70’s, 80’s and 90’s the club had 
a really good local feel with the ground being a vibrant hub of football. The $oodlights were installed in season 1996/97 and were 
christened with a game against Conference side Woking FC on 18th February 1997 .

The Hammers were founder members of the Combined Counties League moving up from the now defunct Surrey Senior League. 
They #nished second to Ash United in 1998/9. Amongst long serving stalwarts such as Dave Tippetts who #rst joined the club in the 
1980’s, the pride of place on the clubhouse wall goes to a painting of Reg Madgwick, who served as player, committee member and 
fund raiser. When he died in 1995, he requested his ashes be scattered on the pitch and left all his worldly possessions to the club 
and the decision was made to rename the ground The Reg Madgwick Stadium in his honour. The Club won the Combined Counties 
Premier League Challenge Cup in 2001/02 beating Bedfont FC 3-2. After the stand went up in 2004, the club was a mainstay in the 
Combined Counties Division 1 under the overall guidance until 2015 of the late Ken Reed  who died in 2018. 

After a new committee was elected in 2015, the club has built its Junior football with 16 sides to compliment the men’s team and 
the new seated stand, new fencing and the dual turnstile were put in during April 2016 to allow the ground to achieve a Grade D 
(Step 4) rating. 

2017/2018 saw the club promoted for the #rst time in its history to the Combined Counties Premier Division under the guidance 
of Sam Merison and the introduction of an U23 side to support the #rst team. Indeed, the hammers most recent silverware was 
in 2018/19 when the Cobham Under 23’s beat SCR FC Under 23’s on Penalties to win the Development League Cup. In August 
2019, the Club was awarded FA Chartered Status. With many of the towns businesses now on board as sponsors and suppliers, the 
Hammers are on a #rm footing for progression and are delighted to have Committee members such as  Mark Cornish who have so 
many ties between them and their families and who have the club and town at heart.

HISTORY





We would like to o!er a very warm welcome to the committee, management and players of Leighton 
Town.

This 5th round tie represents a fantastic achievement from everybody involved at the club and we 
hope to take one step closer to Wembley today. It’s such a shame that in these Covid times we are 
not allowed to welcome supporters in, but at least we are able to have the game streamed with 
commentary from Mick Sullivan and Gary Pascoe.

Leighton have been to the quarter #nals of this competition before, where as this is unchartered 
territory for us. After our 2-0 win last week against Raynes Park, we were able to watch the game 
between Leighton and our neighbours Walton & Hersham so we know this will be a tough game but 
also such a special occasion that we are all looking forward to.

Enjoy the game.

Dave Tippetts - Cobham FC Chairman

Up next at the Reg Madgwick: Tuesday 27th April | Fripp-Smith Cup Vs Abbey Rangers (7:45pm)

OUR VISITORS TODAY ! LEIGHTON TOWN FC

Saturday 24th April 2021

Game sponsor:

vs



The French Table are 
proud to sponsor 

Cobham FC



MEET THE PLAYERS

Cobham FC
Lee Norman
Ryan David

Harry Murphy
Craig Lewington

Martin Weighill (C)
James King

Mike Dart
Nathan West

Ryan Debattista
Ben Senior

Monty Everett
Jonathan Hood

Harlem Bouchez
Niall Stillwell

Dominic Lugard
Ayran Kugathas

Sammy Taylor
Will Hellestoe

AJ Morrison
Jake Dowling

Prince Otto

Manager: Sam Merison
Assistant: James Cameron
Coach: Franco Abbattacola

Jack Rossi
Adrian Browne

Tayo Oladele
Dan Parker

Physio: Franco Della Mura

Leighton Town FC
Brad Kirkwood
Joe Fitzgerald
Ross Adams
Brian Foulger
Dave Murphy (c)
Sonny Newbury-Barr
Archie McClelland
Scott Thomas
Jim Burnside
Danny Webb
Ashton Campbell
James Towell
Tom Bryant
Al#e Osbourne
Louie Collier
Alex Condon
Jordan Frederick
Tom Silford
Carl Resch
Connor Calcutt
Ben Pattie

Manager: Joe Sweeney
Assistant: Paul Copso
Coach: Kevin Marsh

Referee: Aji Ajibola
Assistants: Luke Donaldson
Alex Mathieson
4th O"cial: Valentine Anekwe



FROM THE MANAGER

It’s my absolute pleasure to be welcoming Leighton 
Town to Cobham for this 5th Round tie and to be in 
charge of this group of players. 

My time in football both as a player and as a manager 
is all about the memories that are etched in to my head 
and we must remember to relish this moment and take 
full advantage of the position we are in. To be in the last 
16 of this competition is massive for both the players 
and everybody involved in the club and lets hope 
we can take this journey towards Wembley one step 
further with a positive result.%

Of course we have had some luck along the way and 
Jersey Bulls and Stowmarket being forced to withdraw 
have helped to get us this far, but we have been 
excellent in the other games, most notably against 
Risborough and the 5-0 win over Clapton. We certainly 
won’t apologise for being in the position we are and it 

is now down to the management and players to take 
full advantage.%

There is such a togetherness at this football club right 
now and from the matchday sta!, to the grounds 
sta!, the supporters, junior section, management and 
players, we are all feeling the bene#ts of being like a 
close knit family and that positive vibe transfers to the 
pitch too.%

We’ve prepared well, our unbeaten run (albeit aided 
by a November lockdown and the more recent one) 
stretches back to October last year, and its nice to have 
the Vase to play for in this strangest of seasons. So lets 
roll up the sleeves, pu! out our chests, and be the best 
we can be and continue to make history. 

Come on you Hammers!

“Let’s 
continue 
to make 
history…”

Total Togetherness is the key says Manager, Sam Merison…



THE OPPOSITION

Leighton Town, who were known as Leighton United between 1922 and 1963, were formed in 1885. They were mainly involved 
in local leagues until the outbreak of the Great War, and were winners of the Leighton and District League on several occasions. 
Leighton were one of the original members of the South Midland League in 1922 – which at the time was known as the Bedfordshire 
County League. They were also members of the Spartan League between 1922/23 and 1951/52, but their only successes being the 
Spartan League Division 2 title in 1923/24 and 1927/28. They were Bedfordshire Senior Cup winners in 1926/27. In 1952, they 
became a founder member of the Hellenic League, but after two disappointing seasons, moved to the South Midlands League. . 
In 1965/66 season however, the Premier Championship sat in the Leighton Town Boardroom. The club then rejoined the Spartan 
League in 1967/68. Leighton proceeded to consolidate their League success by winning the Bedfordshire Senior Cup for three 
successive seasons in 1968, 1969 and 1970. Unfortunately, some of the successful players moved onto other clubs, and Leighton’s 
fortunes again declined. A move to the United Counties League proved disastrous and, after just two seasons, the club rejoined 
the South Midlands League. During the ‘70’s and ‘80’s, Leighton were unable to capture the success of the ‘60’s.%In 1990/1991 the 
First Team won the South Midlands League Challenge Trophy and the O’Brien’s Premier Division Cup, both for the #rst time in the 
club’s history. The 1991/2 season was one of the club’s best ever. The South Midlands Premier Division title, which had eluded the 
club for so long, was won, and with it a place in the Isthmian League. 1992/3 saw the Club’s success continue when they won the 
Bedfordshire Senior Cup for the #rst time since 1970. The Club missed out on promotion in their #rst Isthmian League season by just 
a single point but the Youth Team retained the County Cup.% 1995/6 saw the First Team win promotion to Division 2 of the Isthmian 
League, whilst at the same time retaining the Buckingham Charity Cup.%In the 1996/7 season, Leighton won the Isthmian League 
Associated Members Trophy for the #rst time. 1998/99 saw the return of the Associated Members Trophy and the Buckingham 
Charity Cup.%Season 2003/04 was arguably one of the Club’s best ever, as the First Team won the Ryman Isthmian Second Division 
title. The team was also named Ryman Division Two Team of the Year, and Paul Burgess was awarded Manager of the Year. They also 
reached the Fifth round of the FA Vase, and the #nal of the Beds Senior Cup, before losing to Andover and Arlesey respectively.%The 
2004-05 season saw the club placed in The Southern League East Division and #nished in a creditable tenth place. They also won 
the Buckinghamshire Charity Cup. The Reserves won the Bedfordshire Intermediate Cup and the U18’s won the SCYFL League 
Shield.%The 05-06 Season saw the Club progress again, improving on the year before, as they #nished 8th in The Southern League 
West Division. After a poor start, League results improved and the side only su!ered four defeats from the start of November until 
the end of March, a play-o! place just eluding them. After three excellent victories interest in the FA.Trophy competition ended 
with a single goal defeat to eventual semi-#nalists, Borehamwood.%The Club also reached the Beds Senior Cup Final, but sadly they 
again #nished as Runners Up.%The Club were relocated to the Southern League, Midland Division for 06-07 season but only one 
League win in the #rst six games and early exits in the two FA Competitions cost Paul Burgess his job in September. He was replaced 
by former Wycombe, professional Keith Scott, results did improve but it was a disappointing season, although Town did win the 
Bucks Senior Charity Cup.%The 07-08 started brightly with the #rst League defeat not coming until mid-October. Three wins in the 
FA Cup saw the Club reach the 4th Qualifying Round for the #rst time in it’s history. A 3-0 defeat to Conference South, Havant and 
Waterlooville #nally ended the run. Keith Scott left in December to join Windsor and Eton. In January 2008, Assistant Manager Sean 
Downey was appointed as First Team Manager and did a splendid job as the Club ended their League season in 9th place, winning 
the Bucks Charity Cup and reaching the #nal of the Beds Senior Cup once more.%The 08/09 Season the First Team #nished 8th in 
the Southern League, Midland Division, achieving their highest points total to date at that level.%The 09/10 season saw Leighton 
once again #nish in the top half of the table, when they #nished in 9th place and they also lost the Bedfordshire Senior Cup Final 
to Southern League rivals, Arlesey Town after penalties. Season 2010/2011, saw Town #nish in 7th place in the League, gaining 69 
points, their best performance since joining the Southern Football League. The 2011/2012 a poor season saw Leighton #nish in their 
lowest position for several years. 2012/13 was also very disappointing for the First Team as they #nished in 20th place.%

2015/2016. After 3 disappointing seasons Leighton #nished the season in the bottom two of the Southern League Central Division 
and were relegated to the Spartan South Midlands League where they had last played in the 1991/92 season.%2016/2017 This was 
a disappointing season with the club struggling for much of the time after yet another Managerial Change. Things did pick up 
towards the end of the season and we eventually #nished in 16th place.%2017/18 The club retained Scott Reynolds as Manager 
and #nished 4th in the League and reached the Quarter Finals of the FA VASE. Gates improved and it was our best season for about 
8 years, however Manager, Scott Reynolds resigned at the end of the season. 2018/2019 The Club appointed experienced coach 
Danny Nicholls as the new Manager, but he resigned at the start of October. The Club then appointed Joe Sweeney and Paul Copson 
as their Management Team and results improved but we were unable to reach% 2019 We are hoping to be competitive this season 
with several new signings but this is a very di"cult Division and we are well aware of the quality of many of the teams.%



PLAYER PROFILE

Name:  
Craig Lewington
  
Nickname:  
Lewi

Position: 
Central Mid#eld

Previous clubs: 
Wimbledon, Kingstonian, Hampton & 
Richmond,
Windsor & Eton, Maidenhead, Walton 
Casuals, Molesey

Favourite player: 
Steven Gerrard

Team supported: 
Whoever my Dad is involved with

Best at dressing room banter: 
Jonathan Hood and his Welsh accent

Best friend at Cobham: 
Sam Merison….always good to keep in the 
managers good books!

Funniest moment in football: 
Too many to mention and most are rude, (I 
was at Wimbledon when they still had the 
crazy gang mentality) so I will leave it at 
that!

Favourite thing about Cobham FC: 
The pitch

Favourite food: 
Salad, cant you tell?

How you like to unwind after training: 
Few beers with the chaps

Fun fact about Cobham: 
They have the best pitch in the league

How would you describe yourself: 
Determined! 



THE COBHAM FOOTBALL 
CLUB GALLERY





U23 DEVELOPMENT 
SQUAD 2020/21





JUNIORS & YOUTH SECTION 2020/21

Cobham FC is proud to have sixteen junior and youth teams from ages 8 to 17 
years old. With over three hundred members we support our local community in 
an e!ort to deliver the best environment for children to $ourish in football. For our 
U16’s we also o!er a pathway for those who wish to enter semi-professional and 
professional football. Our most recent success is 19 year old Louis Annesley who 
joined Blackburn Rovers 2019.



FOR ALL YOUR PRINT & 

EMBROIDERY NEEDS

Please call or email us for a free quote:

01372 378303
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YOUR LOCAL UNIFORM & SPORTS SHOP

232 Cobham Road, Fetcham,

Surrey, KT22 9JQ
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We can supply a huge 
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NEWS

COBHAM FC HAS BEEN PRIORITISED FOR FOOTBALL 
FOUNDATION FACILITY FUNDING

COBHAM FC ACHIEVE FA CHARTER STANDARD

According to the Elmbridge Local 
Football Facility Plan (LFFP)

National funding partners have signi#cantly 
increased investment to accelerate e!orts to 
deliver more and better football facilities for 
the grassroots game and this plan proposes 
a programme of 11 priority projects for 
potential investment that will transform 
local football facilities, including 3G FTPs, 
improved grass pitches, changing rooms/ 
pavilions/clubhouses and small sided 
facilities.

This LFFP will be the go-to document for 
football facility investment in Elmbridge. It 
does not however, guarantee the success 
of future funding applications; each priority 

project identi#ed will still have to follow 
an application process to show how it 
will deliver key participation outcomes, 
be a good quality, sustainable facility and 
demonstrate suitable match-funding. 

Nonetheless this is great news for Cobham 
Football Club whose were scored against 
two principal factors: deliverability and 
outcomes (quality, inclusivity, sustainability, 
engagement and usage).

To see the Cobham FC’s report go to 
APPENDIX A:
https://lffp-prod.ff-apps.dh.bytemark .
co.uk/local-authorities-index/elmbridge/
elmbridge-local-football-facility-plan/

After just three seasons we are very 
proud to have FA Charter Standard 
accreditation.

16 Cobham FC teams including boys, girls, 
youth, U23’s, men’s 1st team and over 300 
members will now bene#t from the FA 
Charter Standard accreditation.

Launched in 2001, The FA Charter Standard 
Programme is The FA’s accreditation scheme 

for grassroots clubs and leagues. Its goal 
is to raise standards in grassroots football, 
support the development of clubs and 
leagues, recognising and rewarding them 
for their commitment and achievements.

Huge thanks goes’ to the Cobham FC 
Committee, juniors and youth managers, 
and especially Sam Merision who has been 
instrumental in this process.



VAN DER GRAAF GENERATOR

For more details on these and other releases and how to order

call our mailorder hotline 020 8996 3120 or visit the website

www.cherryred.co.uk

THE WONDERFUL WORLD OF

CHERRY RED

www.cherryred.tv 
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This is Cherry Red Records’ 

colour news mag. 
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infonet@cherryred.co.uk. 
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everything at Cherry Red. 
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COBHAM FOOTBALL CLUB 2020/21 COMMITTEE

Chairman - Dave Tippetts
Vice Chairman - Ewemade Orobator

President - John Farragher
Secretary - Stuart Cook
Treasurer - Martin Lewis

Commercial & Community Development Manager - Mark Cornish
Club Welfare O"cer - Martin Weighill
Clubhouse Manager - Dena Harrison

Juniors Fixtures Secretary - Dena Harrison
Juniors Administration Manager - Kirsty Tippetts

Juniors Secretaries - Jonathan Legg
Match Day Catering - Geraldine Claiden

Life presidents - Barry Harlow & Ian Mackenzie
International Ambassador - Manuel Bonifacio

U23 TEAM MANAGEMENT
Manager: Pete Doherty

Assistant Manager: Lee Innes
Coaches: Craig McManus, Mark Cornish

DESIGN
Thomas Pashley Design

Design | Print | Web
www.thomaspashleydesign.co.uk

GROUNDSMAN

MENS 1ST TEAM MANAGEMENT
Manager: Sam Merison

Assistant Manager: James Cameron
Coaches: Adrian Browne, Dan Parker, Jack Rossi & Franco Abbeteocla


