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“OH, TO CATCH A BREATH!”
Behind the scenes Kirsty and I have been extremely busy with administrative
issues arriving daily to address. Bear with us as we plough through them and
resolve all your queries.
Your team is as important to the Club and as any other, but we have 41 great
teams to oversee.
Registrations and transfers will be dealt with
asap…Barbara
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HRFC / THE NEW CROFT
By Club Secretary, Barbara Jones
Well I hope you are all enjoying the football season and the
arrival of this new project for 2016-17 ‘the newsletter’. I
hope you all find it informative as it is for everyone at the
club from youth to seniors. Sadly, our bi-monthly issues
will now be quarterly due to the high cost of print and lack
of support at fundraising events.

Other members of the team include Sophie Grey,
Fiona Tokely, John Linnane, Alastair and Lisa Shulver, in
addition to many volunteers who work in the building, in the
kitchen, bar, ‘the tea hut’ etc., – too many to name, but all
are valued members of staff and their work contribution
staffing of the club is very much appreciated.

There have been some fantastic articles to read from
various teams and it’s good to see you all bonding outside
of The New Croft with ‘off the field’ events.

On a football front, we have received some fantastic news,
such that we have been chosen to host all the Suffolk Cup
Semi-Finals at the New Croft on the 12 March 2017. A
great fundraising opportunity to raise some cash and keep
Kirsty happy! Our U18’s are one of four youth teams that
have reached the Semi-Finals. We wish them all success.

We now at last have our new 3G pitch open which I am
sure you will all agree is a fantastic facility for all the football
club to be able to access and without a doubt is one of the
best football facilities in East Anglia.
There are a lot of staff working there ‘back sides’ off to
ensure you have a great facility to be proud off. Peter Betts
is the main person to thank for making this happen. Do you
know he can be e-mailing me as early as 5.30am or as late
as 11.30pm! He practically lives at The New Croft and I’m
sure you would all agree about his outstanding contribution
and
commitment
to
The
New
Croft
and
Haverhill Rovers F C which is second to none!
Kirsty, our Youth and EJA Treasurer plays an important
role at the club keeping our accounts updated and
collecting all the subs. Not an easy job at the best of times!

Lastly, some important diary dates not to forget:

VALENTINES DAY (Tuesday, 14 February)
MOTHER’S DAY (Sunday, 26 March)
EASTER DAY (Sunday, 16 April)

Barbara Jones

SAFEGUARDING OUR YOUTH
IS OUR PRIORITY
Following recent child abuse disclosures in football via the media, I feel it is my duty to inform
everyone what they should do if they have any concerns of possible child abuse.
The F A has commissioned the NSPCC to provide help to encourage more people to come
forward. A specific helpline has been set up, this is Tel: 0800 023 2642.
I would also ask you for extra vigilance with respect to safeguarding our youth. If you have
any concerns, please contact The FA through safeguarding@thefa.com.

Should anyone have any welfare concerns within Haverhill Rovers F C the Club would
ideally like you to approach in the first instance our Club Welfare Officer, Lisa Shulver.
Mob: 07534-801798 E-mail: lisa.shulver@nhs.net

TREASURER NOTES
By Youth and EJA Treasurer, Kirsty Jones
Half the season has already been and gone and a lot has happened in that time.
ALL subs (not including S/O) should have now been paid in full.
Unfortunately, players who owe will not be able to play in games if subs are still outstanding. Please contact me ASAP
to settle. E-Mail: kirstyjoneshrfc@outlook.com

Collect and donate your ACTIVE KIDS VOUCHERS to the Club.
We have registered and are actively collecting them as of now to help raise enough
vouchers to obtain more sports equipment for better equiped training sessions.
It’s easy to collect vouchers for Active Kids 2017. Simply shop in Sainbury’s
Supermarkets, Locals, petrol stations and online at sainsburys.co.uk and you’ll earn
Actrive Kids vouchers on your shopping.

If you shop at Sainsbury’s, you’ll be given one voucher for every £10.00 you spend at the till. In Sainsbury’s Local
stores you’ll get one voucher for every £5.00 you spend. If you purchase your groceries on-line or use the Sainsbury’s
self-checkout, you’ll still receive the equivalent of one voucher for every £10.00 you spend, but they’ll all be printed on
one piece of paper up to the value of 50 vouchers – so make sure you keep it safe.
Note: You cannot claim Active Kids vouchers for purchases of prescription medicines, infant formulae, spirits, liqueurs,
National Lottery tickets, scratch cards, stamps, e top-up phone cards, gift cards and Comic Relief merchandise.
Once you’ve collected your vouchers, donate them to the club. We will redeem the vouchers after the 2 May 2017.
Let’s keep our kids ACTIVE. Examples of some equipment in the Active Kids 2017 Catalogue. LOADS MORE!

IT’S NEVER TO LATE TO SPONSOR HRFC

FIRST TEAM SPONSORS

TRACKSUIT SPONSOR

PROGRAMME SPONSOR

Would you like to become a sponsor for Haverhill Rovers F C for the new season 2016-17?
Would you like the Club to help raise the profile of your business? We would happily welcome you and your company
to ‘The New Croft’ – To find out more, please request a Sponsorship brochure.

MINI SOCCER
Haverhill Rovers Under 7 REDs – Xmas Party
On Sunday, 11th December 2016 the
Haverhill Rovers FC U7 Reds were
rewarded for the great strides they have
made in training, their superb team
performances and the 158 goals they
had scored between them up to that
point in the 17 Cambridgeshire Mini
Soccer "A" League games and
friendlies that they had played in the
2016/17 season with a trip to Frankie &
Benny's for a team meal!
During the meal, the boys shared plenty
of laughs, took time to discuss their
favourite parts of the previous day's
victory in their final game of 2016 and
were each presented with their own
Official Haverhill Rovers FC U7 Reds
2017 Calendar!

Haverhill Rovers Under 7 REDs – Xmas U7 Mini Soccer Festival
On Thursday, 29th December 2016 the Haverhill Rovers
FC U7 Reds hosted the first "Xmas U7 Mini Soccer
Festival" on the fantastic 3G facility at The New Croft!
With a mission to raise funds for the Mini Soccer teams at
the club and give 6-7 year old’s the opportunity to play the
beautiful game during the period between Christmas and
New Year where nobody ever seems to know what day it
is, the boys were joined by 2 more teams from Haverhill
Rovers FC, 2 from Elsenham Youth FC, 2 from
Cambourne FC,
Saffron
Walden
Town
FC,
Stretham Sporting FC, Isleham Youth FC, Gamlingay FC
and Burwell Tigers FC, split into 2 groups of 6 and played
each other in a round robin format!
Each of the 100+ children who participated in the event
enjoyed a lunch of sausage & chips and were presented
with a medal to keep the memory of the festival alive by
Haverhill Rovers FC first team manager Ben Cowling and
first team player Owen Boddey.
As for the U7 Reds themselves, they won 3 and drew 2 of
the 5 games they played, scoring 13 goals and playing
some excellent football in the process.
The event raised well in excess of £200 and was
considered such a success that an U7’s Easter Festival will
now take place on the 3G and first team pitches at
The New Croft on Monday, 17th April 2017 with 25 teams
and 200+ 6-7-year olds involved!

MINI SOCCER
Haverhill Rovers Under 7 REDs – Read All About It
During pre-season the Haverhill Rovers FC U7 Reds
coaching team of Carter & Rogers sat down to look at
ways to raise extra funds to ensure the boys wanted for
nothing during the 2016/17 campaign.
It was during this meeting the idea of "Happy Times"
the official match day programme for Haverhill Rovers
FC U7 Reds' Cambridgeshire Mini Soccer U7 "A"
League home games were born!
By the end of the season, not only will this exercise
have generated in excess of £600 for the cause
through advertisements and programme sales, but it
will also give the players, parents and supporters of
both teams a documented history of their first season
of Mini Soccer through regular sections such as
"Player Profiles, "Our Guests", "A League of Their
Own" and "Last Week in Pictures"!
Mark Rogers & Ollie Carter

Haverhill Rovers Under 8 WHITES
Happy New Year. The team are enjoying their football, we
finished the final part of the first third of the season outside
strongly and played some very good football.

to add some strength to the team and out of five games we
only lost in one. This was a really good test for the team to
see how well we have come on since the summer.

In mid-December, we played in Futsal festival to kick off
our indoor season, which lasts throughout January and
teaches the team different skills and improves their
technical ability, with smaller pitches and a heavier ball it
helps add to their all-round development and will continue
every Saturday in January before we go into the final third
of the season back outside with 10 games during Feb,
March, April and May.

The team are working really hard in training and have
developed well in the past few months. We will look to have
some 7 v 7 games at the end of the season to get used to
the larger format for next year and we will be looking to
expand the team from 7 players to 9.

We also helped during the Christmas period with the U9
festival, putting a team in. We borrowed an U10 and an U9

As the boys are developing, I am also taking the
opportunity to develop by doing the new Level 2 FA
coaching course which I should hopefully complete by
April. First block was completed before Christmas.

A big thank you must go to the club for the facilities that we now have and enjoy, which is a key factor in their enjoyment
levels and helping them mix and see other teams and friends. Colin Newall

Haverhill Rovers Under 9 WHITES
Haverhill Rovers FC hosted the U9's Fourth Cup Round on Saturday between Haverhill Rovers U9's White team and
West Wratting U9's.
Well what a game it was! The quality of football and composure from all the boys on both teams was incredible and did
their respective teams proud.

HRFC U9 WHITE

WEST WRATTING U9’S

The respect both teams of boys showed each other demonstrated maturity way above their years. They played in front
of the biggest crowd any of the boys have probably ever performed in front of, and non-seemed to be at all fazed and
they certainly entertained every spectator.
The atmosphere was certainly electric and was good to see such positive support from all spectators, it certainly helped
the boys to play their best. After a goalless game and extra time, it went to penalties. Something none of the boys had
ever experienced. Not one boy shied away from taking one, quite the opposite in fact! And as for the goal keepers, most
adults would have buckled under the pressure but both just took it in their stride!
Every boy should walk away feeling proud of their performance and decorum. I'm sure both the managers and coaches
are immensely proud of their boys. The future is certainly bright for local football. Louisa Blackaby

Haverhill Rovers Under 9 WHITES – Xmas Festival Thank You
“Hello Ian,
We are the parents of Jake, one of the Shelford and Stapleford Strikers players and wanted to write and thank you and
your team for a brilliant tournament yesterday.
The kids all had a great time as did we!
We fully appreciate that these things are not easy to pull together or run smoothly but you guys made it look effortless,
really professional and such a good experience for all involved. Thanks so much for including us and I believe we will
be seeing you in January!
Happy New Year to you all at Haverhill and huge thanks again.
All the best
Sharon and Simon Hornibrook and the rest of the SASS whites.”

Haverhill Rovers Under 10 REDS
After a positive first half of the season, the players had a fun team building day go-karting. The boys have been training
hard and playing well in their first season in the Suffolk Ways league, so this was a much-deserved day out thanks to
the dedicated parent support and fundraising.

January has been our first experience of futsal. What's good for Ronaldo is good for Rovers! The boys have enjoyed
expressing themselves in this new environment and the parents have certainly enjoyed the cozier indoor set up.
Haverhill Rovers Under 10s FUTSAL
The brand-new futsal side featured in their
first competitive games on Thursday
19/01/17 at Samuel Ward school.
The boys played 2 x 24 minute games and
played very well winning both games but
most importantly playing some brilliant
futsal.
Myself and Josh Santry are delighted with
the start the players have made and we
will continue to work very hard to ensure
the players keep developing in their futsal
game. . Rhys Shulver.

U8's BLUE SPONSOR

Training for winter has been boosted by the expertise of UEFA B coach Dan Pilcher who has brought some great new
ideas in to the setup. Ben Logan

Haverhill Rovers Under 11 BLUES
Are raising money for Cystic Fibrosis ‘Run with Nunn’. It’s
a 2K run taking place on 26th February 2017. If you would
like to sponsor the team, contact Gary Dourado.

FANTASTIC TURNOUT FOR INTERNAL SUFFOLK
FA COURSE

It was pleasing to see another section of our
85 volunteer coaches taking the time out to attend our
recent FA Course at The New Croft. These volunteers
are working extremely hard week in, week out to provide
better environments for our children
#alwaysimproving

RHYS SHULVER JETTING OFF TO CALIFORNIA
As many of you know that Rhys has been coaching many
of our youngsters in addition to running the U11’s WHITE
team and co-managing the U10’s FUTSAL team with
Josh Santry.

CLUB SHOP
A great selection of reasonably priced items
available from our on-line club shop

Everyone at The New Croft would
like to congratulate our Sports
Development apprentice Rhys
Shulver on his huge achievements
over the past two years. Rhys will
be leaving The New Croft in March
after gaining a full time coaching
contract in California.
Rhys has achieved various qualifications over the past few
years including his FA level 1 & 2, FA Youth Awards 1,2
and 3, futsal and goalkeeping badges alongside two sports
development awards.
Rhys has been a shining example of what can be achieved
in an apprenticeship, he has been professional and a real
example for others. We are delighted Rhys will be waking
up every day going out to do something he loves in
amazing surroundings! Well done Rhys

HRFC ‘POST IT’ NOTES
SPECIALIST GOALKEEPER TRAINING SESSIONS
WITH COACH LOUIS HREBENIAK.
These FREE weekly sessions exclusively available
to Haverhill Rovers FC youth players take place on the
fantastic 3G facility every Friday.



IMPORTANT - NO TRAINING SESSIONS
Due to holiday periods, please note and advise others
that there will be NO TRAINING sessions during the
following week:


w/c MON, 13 February 2017 (February Half-Term)

5-6pm for Mini Soccer ages (U6-U11)
6-7pm for Colts and EJA players (U12-U18)

Each session focuses on a different topic (Handling,
Distribution etc.,) and is packed full of fun
developmental games and exercises that keep the
boys and girls that attend progressing well and coming
back week after week.

CHRISTMAS WORDSEARCH SOLUTION
In the last issue of the newsletter I included a festive wordsearch. No prizes awarded as sadly there were no entrants!
You were looking for words associated with CHRISTMAS, FOOTBALL and our CLUB.
THE 54 WORDS TO FIND WERE:

AS FOR THE SENIORS…
The FIRST TEAM 2016-17

STOP PRESS!
CONGRATULATIONS
Tues. 31 January 2017
QUARTER FINAL OF
THE LEAGUE CUP
Front of Shirt Sponsor

HRFC SCORERS
O LONGLEY
R JEBB
B BRADLEY
J LEAVERS
Back of Shirt Sponsor

GOOD LUCK IN THE
SEMI-FINAL
The LEAGUE TABLE below shows our standing after our home win fixture against Ipswich Wanderers F C on
Sat. 28 Jan 17. Result was3-0 Win to Rovers. Visit our website for fixtures, match reports and news.

FROM THE BENCH
By First Team Manager, Ben Cowling
As it stands at the time of writing 2017 hasn't treated the first team too well on the football pitch! Certainly, over the last
two weeks or so our league form has dipped and we need to get back on track sooner rather than later. We have had a
few problems with injuries which are still ongoing with key members of the squad Mitchell Burr, Harry Halls,
Mason Newman and Luke Latham all missing lots of games, that said we have still managed to put out competitive sides
and played some good football but without reaping the rewards we were earlier in the season.
Off the field there has been some changes that has seen
Marc Abbott return to the club in a player-coach role, the
training sessions Marc has put on so far have been
excellent, they are focused and delivered in a positive
manner. We also will now benefit from his experience on
the pitch, which will be a great learning tool for some of the
younger members of our squad. Joining Marc in the
coaching set-up is Rod Gaffan who has joined as my
number two and Tim Jefferies as GK coach, these
appointments put us in a very strong position and we now
need to translate this onto the pitch. We have also seen
Ryan Weaver return to the squad after a brief spell away,
his experience and understanding of how we play
can only benefit us going forward.
Undoubtedly, the best result in recent weeks was the
League Cup victory at Walsham Le Willows which set up a
mouth-watering home QF tie against Stanway Rovers,
whilst the league undoubtedly takes priority it is nice to
have a distraction and a SF place to play for. One thing I
will say about our league form is that both the players and
management will both learn from it and be better equipped
in future seasons for the experience.

A recent highlight for me and one of the real privileges of
my position was watching the excellently organised youth
tournaments arranged over the Christmas break. The
tournaments are only made possible by the 3G facility that
we are so lucky to have and it was a great honour to be
able to hand out the medals to the U7 afterwards. Given
that the temperature on the day were only just above
freezing if this had been arranged on the grass we would've
had to cancel but fortunately there were no such problems.
I have referred to this many times in my programme notes
but the level of support from the Haverhill public has been
fantastic this season, the match on Boxing Day against
Saffron Walden was another example of this with an
attendance approaching 300. The players are, almost
exclusively, from our community and have stepped up this
season to a level which for many of them is the highest they
have ever played at. This seems to have been embraced
and we hope you keep on coming through the gate over
the last 3 months of the season, your support is invaluable
and means so much to the players and management. Till
the next time... Ben Cowling

By U21’s Manager, Alastair Shulver
The reserves have really got their acts together over the last couple of league games as they faced 2 of the stronger
teams who have previously managed draws against the young Rovers team but second time around the young lads really
dished out some lessons in football as they travelled to Comberton Reserves and played some outstanding football to
come home with an 8-2 victory.
The week after saw us entertain Papworth at home in a much-anticipated match after the away trip saw a kick fest as the
home team managed to take Rovers to a 4-4 draw but managed to pick up 4 red and 9 yellow cards in the process in a
game less talked about for their behalf. This time around the Rovers lads ensured they moved the ball quickly with 1 and
2 touch football that the opposition could not live, with as again Rovers ran out 8-2 victors.
Over the Christmas period we entertained Hundon first team in a midweek friendly on the 3G that suited the young Rovers
passing game as they put in an impressive display against their Cambs league senior A outfit who had no answer as
Rovers ran out with a comfortable 6-1 victory.
We then had an U21 league game at home to a strong Brentwood side for what turned out to be a well contested game
of good quality. An early nasty injury to Billy Bush unsettled us for the opening half an hour as we had to look after him
in the dugout whilst we waited for medical support to arrive and within this time the very quick lively Brentwood frontline
caused us a few problems and saw us go behind with a well taken goal.
We looked a different team in the second as we looked more comfortable as we defended better and retained the ball
better by making better decisions with our passing as we played more simple shorter passes that saw us look the better
team and create the better chances as we hit the woodwork a few times and kept their keeper busy until eventually we
drew level with a goal from Justin Leavers.

We continued to be the better team going forward as we created the best chances until a crazy final minute when another
attack saw Justin Leavers around the keeper and somehow their defender was able to clear the ball off the line with the
goal gapping that would have given Rovers the victory their second half performance deserved but football can sometimes
be cruel as Brentford cleared their lines and with the last play scored a winner on the counter attack.
The boys had put in a fantastic display and did not get the result they deserved so it was easy to pick them back up after
the game as they on another day they would win games comfortable with performances like that. Billy ended up in A&E
and is now recovering with some broken ribs so we wish him a speedy recovery.
So far a great deal of positives from the first half of the season and with the reserves top of the league and still in the cup
whilst at u21 level we are in the semi- final of the league cup we have plenty to play for in the second half of the season.
.

Alastair Shulver

A VIEW FROM THE STAND
‘The Fans Voice’ – don’t be afraid to express your opinions

Great news about the return of Rovers favourite
Marc Abbott - the bad news is that he can reveal the
identity of my 'nom de plume' nutmeg and I am now
therefore, a marked man!
As well as a very decent player over his years with us, he
has been and is also, a great ambassador for Rovers
having put back into the club, some quality coaching for the
girls and boys in the mini kickers section of development.
Marc actually coaches my 3-year-old Granddaughter and
she is already a better player than I was - 'not hard' I can
hear you all say?
We have also welcomed back into the fold, Ryan Weaver
from Wratting after a short but largely successful few
months away and his goal scoring habit will be gratefully
received as we will need to recover the 3 points wrongfully
'stolen' from us by the governing body after they had
penalised us with allegations of administrative errors
following our 2-1 win at Wivenhoe in October. However,
we have recently learned that the FA has intervened and
the committee and administrative staff have been asked to
submit a full and thorough account of the timeline and facts
leading up to the match. We believe our mitigation to be
strong and truthful, but in the meantime our record of the
game has been expunged.

Passing on, it seems that I am guilty of the famous
'commentators curse' where in the last edition I stated that
we had not been beaten by more than two clear goals in
any of our defeats and then two weeks later we got an
absolute thrashing by promotion hopefuls Stanway Rovers
6-0, still at least we had beaten them in the first game of
the season.
We saw a great crowd (275) at the New Croft on Boxing
Day against our local rivals from Saffron Walden where
they edged the fixture 2-1 which, on their second half
performance they probably deserved, nevertheless with
the previous league issue and recent results it has seen us
slip into the bottom half of the table.
Having then lost to lowly FC Clacton then Thetford and
Felixstowe we are now in 'free fall' and need to 'screw our
courage to the sticking place' (Shakespeare I think?) and
pull out a couple of wins from somewhere before we get
sucked down into a relegation battle.
All in all, after a promising start to our season, we in the
stand are disappointed with recent performances and we
hope and are confident that we can get back into a winning
streak once again sooner rather than later.
Nutmeg

HRFC PREMIER DIVISION FIXTURES LIST

Fixtures subject to change. No excuses, come along and support ‘The Rovers’.

AS FOR RESULTS…

CLUB BOARD
Come and support upcoming fundraising events and current activities at The New Croft.

CLUB BOARD

PICTURE GALLERY
Haverhill Rovers F C vs Ipswich Wanderers (28 January 2017) – ACTION SHOTS

CLUB SPONSORS
Haverhill Rovers F C is extremely grateful to all existing, new and previous sponsors and
benefactors. Each sponsorship is of great value to the existence and success of the club.

