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“TIS THE SEASON TO BE JOLLY”
Well the football season is well under way now.
It’s great to see so many players regularly
attending training sessions making full use of the
wonderful 3G pitch facility. It’s great to read your
inspiring articles. WISHING YOU ALL A MERRY
XMAS & A HAPPY NEW YEAR……Barbara
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THE NEW CROFT
By Football Development Officer & Facilities Manager, Peter Betts
It’s been a while since I have put together some notes for
this fantastic newsletter that Barbara puts together for you
all. I hope you are enjoying the newsletter and how helpful
and informative it is for everyone at the club.
It has been a busy last few months for everyone concerned
at The New Croft. We now at last have our new 3G pitch
open which I am sure you will all agree is a fantastic facility
for all the football club to be able to access and without a
doubt is one of the best football facilities in East Anglia.
I would like to take some time to mention the club’s youth
coaches who I believe are doing a fantastic job now. I think
some of us are quick to forget these men and women are
volunteers who are giving up their time to complete
coaching awards, deliver coaching sessions and manage
their teams on game days and they do all of this alongside
full time jobs and running homes and families. I for one
cannot give them enough credit!
On a football front, it has been brilliant seeing the standard
of football that is being played on both the grass and 3G
pitches. There have been clear strides being made by all
our teams from U6s all the way up to the first team which
is a credit to everyone involved.
On the above comment, what a great example to highlight
this with four of the club’s youth teams being in this
seasons Suffolk FA County Cup semi-finals from U13s and
above, which is an outstanding achievement.

On a result front, the first team with limited resources have
been exceeding expectation and it’s even more pleasing to
see them in the top half of the division and with the highest
average attendances since the football club moved to The
New Croft which we can only thank the local people for
their support.
On a Facility front I would like you to keep your eyes peeled
for Community Football activities a lot is taking place at the
moment including ‘turn up and play’ sessions, Holiday
camps, CPD events, FA Coaching Courses, Tournaments,
Walking football all of which more information can be found
on The New Croft social media pages Facebook- Haverhill
Community Sports Association, Twitter- @TheNewCroft
and website-www.thenewcroft.co.uk .
Lastly, I would like to welcome a new member of staff to
The New Croft. Sophie Grey will be acting as my full-time
assistant in facilities and development work. Sophie has
already spent her opening month here gaining extra
qualifications, viewing best practice at other sites and
organisations and giving up numerous hours to ensure she
picks things up that are going to support her work and her
understanding of operations here. Sophie will be able to
offer the club, coaches players and its parents any
necessary support when its required.

Lastly, before I update you on other facility developments,
I would just like to mention two people at the football club
who have made an exceptional contribution in the past few
months behind the scenes. Firstly, I would like to thank
Barbara who in her first full season at the club has been
amazing in managing her workload, as looking after
administration for such a high volume of teams isn’t easy
and she is doing this fantastically well and more importantly
she is doing this with first class professionalism, which isn’t
always easy when being thrown different problems every
day of the week but Barbara to her credit will always find a
solution rather than another problem for everyone.
My other mention is for the club’s first team manager
Ben Cowling who since coming into the club has totally
bought into its values of being an FA Charter Standard
Community Club and I believe this has been evident
through his hard work, behaviour, high standards and
through the volume of opportunities he has given to young
and local players at the football club since he waked into it.
Ben is now instrumental in delivering the football club’s
strategy and has been the most active manager I have
worked with to date in ensuring he both understands and
can support the delivery of the club’s football development
plan.

Sophie can be contacted as follows:
Mob: 07809 207603
E-Mail: sophiegrey@thenewcroft.co.uk
Twitter: @greysophie24.
I hope your all have a fantastic Christmas
Peter Betts

SECRETARY NOTES
By Club Secretary, Barbara Jones
May I take this opportunity to thank everyone that has produced and submitted articles in 2016 for publication in this
‘the club’ newsletter. I look forward to receiving your great articles and pictures from all and sundry and hope you keep
them coming into the new year.
However, to make this publication successful, we do need variety to make it appeal to all, so any feedback to improve
this newsletter is most welcome and will be taken into consideration.
E-Mail: barbarajoneshrfc@outlook.com

IT’S NEVER TO LATE TO SPONSOR HRFC

FIRST TEAM SPONSORS

TRACKSUIT SPONSOR

PROGRAMME SPONSOR

Would you like to become a sponsor for Haverhill Rovers F C for the new season 2016-17?
Would you like the Club to help raise the profile of your business? We would happily welcome you and your company
to ‘The New Croft’ – To find out more, please request a Sponsorship brochure.

MINI SOCCER
Haverhill Rovers Under 7 REDS – Be Our Guest

Haverhill Rovers Under 7 REDS – The Road to Wembley

The first "Guest Coaching" session was held on Thursday
27th October 2016 with Prestige Sports' very own Stewart
"Mr Bananaman" Nunn doing the honours. With a session
topic of "Decision Making", the boys were treated to some
new exercises that got them thinking about the choices
they make when playing the beautiful game.

On Saturday 8th October 2016 following a fantastic team
performance away at Saffron Walden, the U7 Reds
coaching team rewarded the boys with the surprise
announcement that they were being taken on a road trip to
Wembley that afternoon to watch England V Malta in a
Group F 2018 FIFA World Cup qualifying game!

November's "Guest Coaching" session was led by
Haverhill Rovers FC Youth Coach Mentor Dan Pilcher who
delivered a fantastic session on "Passing Forward" to get
the boys playing positive attacking football.

The trip began with a 1pm rendezvous at The New Croft
where it was unveiled that the boys would be chauffeur
driven to the match in the Haverhill Rovers FC first team
mini bus and then each boy was presented with a Macron
Helsinki Jacket personalised with the club badge and the
players initials.

With Ollie & Mark learning as much from the "Guest
Coaches" as the boys did, both Stewart & Dan even took
on the responsibility of awarding the much sought after
"Trainer Of The Week" trophy.
In the coming months, the boys are lucky enough to have
sessions to look forward to with Marc Abbott (Mini Kickers,
Saturday Soccer School & Saffron Walden FC) and
Matt Crawley (Prestige Sports) to help with their
development.

After an epic journey down the M11 and M25 which flew by
thanks to the "Quiz Show Hosting" talents of U11 Blues
coach Gary Dourado we arrived at our destination in time
for kick off.
Transfixed by the atmosphere and enthralled by the game,
the boys enjoyed seeing England run out 2-0 winners with
each of them dreaming of one day gracing the hallowed turf
themselves.
The day was rounded off with dinner at McDonalds which
the boys slept off during the remainder of the bus journey
home.
We would like to thank Peter Betts for helping us to make
what turned out to be a really special day for the boys
possible.
With more team bonding trips planned for the remainder of
the season and plenty of football still to be played, there's
a lot for the Haverhill Rovers U7 Reds to look forward to.

Oliver Carter & Mark Rogers

MINI SOCCER
Haverhill Rovers Under 7 WHITES
The week started off with a friendly against
Nathan Bartlett’s U7’s BLACK side in which
both teams played really well and Nathan said
that this was the best that his team had ever
played!!! The game finished with a penalty
shoot-out which was enjoyed be all the lads.
On the Tuesday I took the lads over to
Newmarket for a Cambridge United football
festival which was very enjoyable and after all
the games had been played, one of the
Cambridge coaches said that we had played
some outstanding football.
I couldn't have taken the lads over without the
help of the parents and also thanks to Mike and
Rhys for helping out with the lads during the
games.
Also well done to our youngest player Eddison
who made his debut for Cambridge Utd. In our
picture above!!!
Lastly, on the Saturday and Sunday both whites
and reds had friendlies cancelled so we mixed
the teams up and had a few very competitive
games against ourselves. It was great to see all
the under7s teams helping each out and all the
lads playing with different players and playing
extremely well.
James Catten
Haverhill Rovers Under 7 GREENS
On Sunday 20th November, Lauren Blackaby the U7's
GREEN team manager played for Newmarket Town
Ladies First team against Ipswich Town Ladies in the
Suffolk cup quarter final.
Lauren moved to the area recently and has got involved
with community football at Haverhill Rovers. She has
completed her Level 1 coaching and taken over as
manager for the U7's side, as well as working for
Matt Crawley at Prestige Sports.
Since she has been manager, the children have come on
leaps and bounds and Lauren has taught them so much,
but most importantly for the children she makes it fun and
no matter what the result, they play with enthusiasm and
big smiles on their faces. The children love Lauren so
much some of the team have come to watch her play in the
big match. They were all bursting with pride watching their
manager on the pitch.
The team are very new to football and need as much
support as possible to purchase equipment that they
require. If anyone would like to sponsor them, please
contact Louisa on 07917-787371.
Thank you to Cambridge Bi-Folding Doors and
DRF Plumbing Service for their sponsorship and support.
Louisa Blackaby

MINI SOCCER
Haverhill Rovers Under 11 BLUES

HOME RED KIT sponsored by Whitehead & Sons
donating £300.00 to ‘Leg for Lotty’.
AWAY BLUE KIT sponsored by Humphreys Butchers,
donating all programme sales to CFR (Community First
Responders).

Haverhill Rovers Under 11’s Blue have donated £300 from Fundraising to Leg for Lotty. Lotty is a young 19 year old
girl who lost her leg from cancer last year. Friends and family had been raising money to buy a new Prosthetic Leg so
she could wear dresses again. The U11’s Blue helped with £300. The U11’s Blue are wearing the red in top picture.
Haverhill Rovers Under 11’s Blue have donated all programme sales, which will be about £500 to (CFR) (Community
First Responders). which give their time and expenses to support the East of England Ambulance Service by attend
999 calls when they can get to the patient before the ambulance. we are wearing the blue kit in bottom picture
Gary Dourado

HRFC YOUTH GOALKEEPER TRAINING
Friday 7th October 2016 saw the first specialist Goalkeeper training sessions for the 2016/17 season led by
new Haverhill Rovers FC Youth Goalkeeping Coach LOUIS HREBENIAK.
These FREE weekly sessions exclusively available
to Haverhill Rovers FC youth players take place on the
fantastic 3G facility every Friday.



5-6pm for Mini Soccer ages (U6-U11)
6-7pm for Colts and EJA players (U12-U18)

Each session focuses on a different topic (Handling,
Distribution etc.,) and is packed full of fun
developmental games and exercises that keep the
boys and girls that attend progressing well and coming
back week after week.

IMPORTANT - NO TRAINING SESSIONS
Due to holiday periods, please note and advise others
that there will be NO TRAINING sessions during the
following weeks:




w/c MON, 19 December 2016 (Xmas)
w/c MON, 26 December 2016 (Xmas/New Year)
w/c MON, 13 February 2017 (February Half-Term)

SAFEGUARDING OUR YOUTH
IS OUR PRIORITY
Following recent child abuse disclosures in football via the media, I feel it is my duty to inform
everyone what they should do if they have any concerns of possible child abuse.
The F A has commissioned the NSPCC to provide help to encourage more people to come
forward. A specific helpline has been set up, this is Tel: 0800 023 2642.
I would also ask you for extra vigilance with respect to safeguarding our youth. If you have
any concerns, please contact The FA through safeguarding@thefa.com.

Should anyone have any welfare concerns within Haverhill Rovers F C the Club would
ideally like you to approach in the first instance our Club Welfare Officer, Lisa Shulver.
Mob: 07534-801798 E-mail: lisa.shulver@nhs.net

AS FOR THE SENIORS…THE FUTURE
LOOKS BRIGHT
Let us introduce you to the FIRST TEAM 2016-17

BACK ROW L-R:

Ben.Cowling (Mgr); Ben Burton; Rory Jebb; Owen Boddey; Jonathan Milne; Marcus Hunt; Charlie Turner;
Luke Latham; Luke Haines; Ryan Weaver (gone to West Wratting); Ollie Stevenson; Jamie Comer (Asst.Mgr)

FRONT ROW L-R:

Ross Elkins (gone to Long Melford);

Danny Hill; Mitchel Burr; Sam Holmes; Harry Halls; Ryan Geoghegan; Ben Bradley

The LEAGUE TABLE below shows our standing after our away win fixture
against Long Melford F C on Fri. 25 Nov 16. Result was 2-3 Win to Rovers.

Front of Shirt Sponsor

Back of Shirt Sponsor

Visit our website for fixtures, match
reports and news.

FROM THE BENCH
By First Team Manager, Ben Cowling
It’s hard to believe that it’s now a little over 6 months since I have been in the post. There has been a huge amount of
work put into the recruitment of the playing squad and staff that represent the club and the town and whilst there is lots
of work to do still, certainly on the training pitch, big strides have been made. From looking at the records we have had
24 locally based players featuring in squads so far, this season, many progressing through the U 21 set-up to become
first team regulars. To exemplify this 10 of those 24 players have been teenagers, this is something I am particularly
proud of, giving these boys an opportunity and watching them take it. Results wise, we are definitely still learning and
growing as a group but we are holding our own in the top half of the division and would certainly look to end the season
in the top 10. Indeed, such has been the form of the group and individuals that we have received our fair share of
approaches for our players, including from sides playing higher than us in the National League System, however to date
these have been turned down which I think says a lot about the positive atmosphere in the changing room and club in
general at present.
We have unfortunately lost one senior player over the last couple of months as Ryan Weaver has dropped a couple of
levels to play for West Wratting in the Cambs League. Whilst I am disappointed for Ryan on a footballing level as he has
the ability to play higher, I understand that the financial inducements offered were very lucrative and indeed it took a near
doubling of the original offer to persuade him to eventually depart.
Another really positive theme this year has been our discipline, as it stands we are very near the top of the fair play list
and haven't received a single red card to date. I believe that the standards the players have adhered to means that we
are adhering to the Leagues "Keep it down for the kids" campaign which fits very much with our ethos as a community
club and somewhere where I would want my children to watch football.
Since the late summer one of the great pleasures of my role has been to watch as many of our youth sections games as
possible, whilst family and work commitments mean I cannot be there all weekend, every weekend seeing the joy that
running out in a red shirt brings to the youngsters is brilliant. Some of the development of the individual youngsters and
teams has been very noticeable and much credit must go to all the coaches involved. Back on a first team front I must
again thank the supporters for coming week in week out to watch us. I believe we have had around 1700 through the
gates so far and this really does make a massive difference to us all on match days. I think I can safely say that with 47
goals being scored during our twelve home matches life is rarely dull! We now look forward to some big games over the
next couple of months including league trips to Mildenhall and Stanway who are currently the top two and an eagerly
awaited Boxing Day clash with Saffron Walden Town, we also compete for a place in the QF of the league cup when we
visit Walsham Le Willows.
I hope you are enjoying the football and seeing the progress we are making. Ben Cowling

By U21’s Manager, Alastair Shulver
Well I must begin by expressing my delight at being asked to step back into the dugout which to be fair is where I was
before being pulled to work in the boardroom which is an interesting experience to say the least in which I have learned
there are a limited number of people who give up their own spare time to keep the football club afloat where they rarely
shout from the tree tops about their contributions as they keep their heads down and get on and work in a professional
manner whilst not always getting the credit they deserve.
On the football front I have now taken charge of 3 games
and I’m content with the progress made so far as we must
not forget some of the quality players like Lawrence Heally
and Jack Howard who are not available this season due to
University which is a great loss to the club but this has
given opportunities to younger players such as Branham
Ince and Dan Cordwell who have come into the u21 squad
and have more than held their own.
My first game in charge was a difficult Thursday night trip
to Potters Bar who are a very strong outfit that will always
provide a tough test for any team but on the night I was
delighted with our lads attitude and performance as we ran
out 4-3 victors with goals from Will Bailey 2, Kyle Clarke
and Jordan Cowdry with the only disappointment seeing us
concede 2 injury time goals after being in a commanding
4-1 position.

Our next game saw us play a midweek friendly at home to
Border League Hedingham Utd in a scrappy game that saw
our opponents take an early lead after a defensive mix up
before they sat in and defended in numbers but our
superior football finally saw us run out 3-1 victors with goals
from Ollie Stevenson 2 and Billy Bush.
We then played Potters Bar again at home in a very tight
entertaining game that saw us level 1-1 at half time with our
goal coming Billy Bush who converted Mitchell Burr’s cross
before the second half objective saw us provide
opportunities so everyone got equal game time which is
important in development football. After a good second
half performance, it was unfortunate we lost the game 2-1
after a defensive error which is something we need to work
on.
Overall a very enjoyable first few games for me with the
reward of seeing many of the young lads from our own
youth side including Mitchell Burr, Ollie Stevenson, Rory
Jebb, Rhys Shulver and Billy Bush now turning our
regularly for the first team. Alastair Shulver

A VIEW FROM THE STAND
‘The Fans Voice’ – don’t be afraid to express your opinions

As we approach the halfway point of the season, we sit in
a very respectable top half position in our Premier League.
At the time of reporting we have not lost any of our
5 defeats by a bigger margin than two goals and we have
more than held our own against the top sides albeit
sometimes with our backs to the wall on a few occasions
for long periods. This shows you how far we have come
defensively throughout the season and a massive
improvement on last year.
We have been a hard team to play against and many of our
opponents have thought that we would roll over at some
stage but we have been resolute throughout and I would
certainly give massive praise to our keeper Charlie Turner
who, being the last line of our defence has been brilliant
when it mattered.
We play superb football at times when we keep the ball on
the ground but when we resort to the aerial route we do
tend to lose possession far too often and make it hard for
ourselves. We also all feel that having been two nil up, in
I think in four of our games, we have gone on to lose or

draw these matches when we should have closed our
opponents right out of the contest and not sat back thinking
we were 'home and dry, - to coin a well hacked phrase 2-0
is a dangerous score and needs concentration and
increased work rate and not let our opponents back into the
match. I'm sure you all realise this 'chink in our armour'
and our coaching and management team are already
highlighting this.
Our midfielders and forwards mostly, have the gift of pace
which you can't coach and we have used this to great
advantage in the main, but there is a need to look up more
often and make the most of the final third to punish
opponents. Notwithstanding, we have loved the season so
far and the lads have surpassed our expectations in the
stand and we can see a very bright future for you all if
hopefully you all stay with us.
Come on you Reds!
Nutmeg

MORE PLAYER PROFILES…

HRFC PREMIER DIVISION FIXTURES LIST
Fixtures subject to change. No excuses, come along and support ‘The Rovers’.

AS FOR RESULTS…

CLUB BOARD
Come and support upcoming fundraising events. Check out current activities at The New Croft.

Thank you to
all sponsors
who
have
donated
raffle prizes
for
our
fundraising
event on the
02 Dec 16,
including

and

helping the
local
community.

CLUB SHOP
Are you a Haverhill Rovers supporter? Great stocking filler ideas for Christmas.
Go on…Treat yourself or someone else. There’s a great selection of reasonably
priced items available from the on-line club shop. VISIT:

SEE EXAMPLES BELOW OF ITEMS WHICH CAN BE PURCHASED FROM OUR ON-LINE CLUB SHOP

HRFC CHRISTMAS WORDSEARCH
Get in the festive spirit and maybe win a prize? This is a word search for those youth players wishing to tax their
brains! Parents can help. There are three categories for words contained within this word search, which are:
1. Words associated with CHRISTMAS
2. Words/Terms associated with FOOTBALL
3. Words associated with our CLUB
The challenge is to find as many words as you can. The
words are all somewhere in the grid UP, DOWN,
DIAGONALLY, and BACKWARDS.
Return a copy of your answer sheet back to me BARBARA JONES in an envelope to the club house by
WEDNESDAY, 21 DEC 16 with a £1.00 entry fee. There will be a prize for the winner and runner-up from two
age bands. Dependent on number of entrants there may be a third prize?
BAND 1: AGED U7-U10 YEARS (words associated with Christmas and football)
BAND 2: AGED U11-U16 YEARS (words associated with Christmas, football and the club) A little bit harder!
NOTE: If there is a tie, the winning entrants will be popped into a container and the winner will be pulled out by
a member of staff.
The solution and the winner/runner-up from both age bands of this word search will be revealed in the next
newsletter Feb/Mar 2017 issue. I have hidden a maximum 54 answers to find.

HRFC XMAS WORDSEARCH ANSWERS
1. HOLLY

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44.

45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

52.

53.

54.
NAME
TEAM AGE/COLOUR

CLUB SPONSORS
Haverhill Rovers F C is extremely grateful to all existing, new and previous sponsors and
benefactors. Each sponsorship is of great value to the existence and success of the club.

H
A
V
E
R
H
I
L
L

H
A
V
E
R
H
I
L
L

R
O
V
E
R
S

R
O
V
E
R
S

F
C

F
C

