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THIS ISSUE

AND SO THE SEASON HAS BEGUN
All the players are at long last registered, the fixtures are out, regular training
has commenced… now over to you to get the results! If you want your team
included in this newsletter, don’t forget to send in your articles or pester your
manager…BEST OF LUCK……Barbara
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HAVERHILL ROVERS F C U16’S EJA 2016-17
The Rovers U16’s EJA have had a great pre-season and
start to the 2016-17 season. View their article inside this issue

FROM THE BOARDROOM
By Chairman, Steve Brown
Hi all… time has flown since the last newsletter publication
and a lot has happened.

Firstly, the opening of the 3G pitch, a great asset to the
Community of Haverhill and especially our 40 plus teams
that use it for matches and as a training venue.
Before I watched the first team play their friendly against
Hundon on the 3G I watched 4 teams of various age
groups being put through their paces by their coaches at
the best facilities for miles so let's all look after them.
The only problem I could see was Pete struggling with the
dividing net to go from 4 sessions to a game on full pitch.
I'm sure this will be easier with practice.

I wish to congratulate Haverhill Borough on their FA Vase
win against us and wish them well in the next round.
Although the town was divided, what a great turn out to
support either the ‘reds’ or the ‘blues’ with a gate over 650.
Both teams wonder what happens to the 500 or more on
their normal league and cup games?
After the Vase loss, we have taken maximum points in the
two league games since. Firstly, a hard fought 4-2 home
win against Hadleigh, then a brilliant away win at Thetford
1-2 who topped the league recently - well done to Ben
and his young squad.

TREASURER NOTES
By Youth and EJA Treasurer, Kirsty Jones
Thank you to all those who have successfully paid their
subs or set up standing orders. Please check your
standing orders to make sure all is in order at your
earliest opportunity.
Those that chose the ‘two payments’ option will need to
make their second payment by the end of November.
This can be made by BACS, cheque or cash. Please
contact me to arrange payment.
Kirsty Jones
kirstyjoneshrfc@outlook.com

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Again, I must ask if there are any people interested in
getting involved within the club, we now need more
volunteers with the 3G now running.
Volunteers can come in many guises not just match day
duties, but could you write match reports, assist with our
website, help with or organise a fund raiser or do you have
ideas for functions we can run?
During a one hour’s training session you could: help out in
the tea hut; help in the bar; sweep the paths; litter pick;
sell raffle tickets etc.
If you feel like you have more to give and have time on
your hands, then how about: helping with marketing;
fundraising; social media etc.?
If you can help in any way, please contact Barbara or
Kirsty.

Your seasons are now in full flow, I hope you are enjoying
the new facility and your football. I wish you all the best of
luck till next time.
Steve Brown

CLUB SPONSORS
Haverhill Rovers F C is extremely grateful to all existing, new and previous sponsors and
benefactors. Each sponsorship is of great value to the existence and success of the club.
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U7’S RED
A HUGE 'THANK YOU’ TO OUR:
KIT SPONSORS
The Subways
Valentine & Co
MATCH BALL SPONSOR
TC Discos
& PROGRAMME SPONSORS

WOULD YOU LIKE TO SPONSOR HRFC?

FIRST TEAM SPONSORS

TRACKSUIT SPONSOR

PROGRAMME SPONSOR

Would you like to become a sponsor for Haverhill Rovers F C for the new season 2016-17?
Would you like the Club to help raise the profile of your business? We would happily welcome you and your company
to ‘The New Croft’ – To find out more, please request a Sponsorship brochure.

CLUB EVENT
3G PITCH GRAND OPENING ….AND THERE WE HAVE IT… ALL YEAR FOOTBALL

MINI SOCCER

HAVERHILL ROVERS Under 7 WHITES
AT A FOOTBALL TOURNAMENT – 28 AUGUST 2016

MORE MINI SOCCER
Haverhill Rovers Under 7 REDS
have gone viral, with dozens of fans of the band enquiring
as to how they can get their hands on a replica shirt and
we have even taken it upon ourselves to re-christen the
pitch where we play most of our games The "Nou" Croft,
after one of the players from recent guests Burwell Tigers
said "Oh cool, we're playing Barcelona" to one of his
teammates when arriving for our first Cambridgeshire Mini
Soccer League U7 ‘A’ fixture.
We may even see bouncy castles and visits from the icecream man being replaced with mosh pits and guitar solos
at the U7 Reds end of season party next year!
Oliver Carter & Mark Rogers

Everybody knows that football and Rock & Roll are young
people's games, so when the opportunity arose to bring
them both together right here in Haverhill for the 2016/17
season we jumped at the chance!
Haverhill Rovers U7 Red’s coach Ollie Carter shared a
stage with Indie/Rock band The Subways on a number of
occasions in the early 2000's and has remained in touch
with them ever since.
When The Subway’s front man Billy Lunn
heard about the great work that both Ollie
and fellow U7 Red’s coach Mark Rogers
had been doing with the eight 6/7-year
old’s, a new ‘third’ kit was purchased for the lads,
sponsored by The Subways.
Since this story has been written about in the local media,
posts on social media by The Subways relating to this story

Haverhill Rovers Under 8 REDS

Haverhill Rovers Under 11 BLACKS

Suffolk WAYS start of season festival

Haverhill Rovers Under 8 WHITES

“Our season starts on 24th September in the Suffolk WAYS
league and the team are very eager to start after our last
month of training. Training started on the 3G last week and
as a team and a coach we really enjoyed it, the pitch and
general atmosphere.
Over the summer the boys have been busy with training
sessions and trials, we have also played a few Suffolk FA
festivals at Portman Road in a 4v4 and the start of the
Suffolk ways league at the New croft.

Of the current 7 players in the team with the success at
trials and scouting we now have 6 at PDC’s for Ipswich and
Norwich. So well done boys for all your hard work.
We look forward to exciting period in a new league and the
indoor Futsal league in January which should help build
their development.”
Colin Newall
UNDER 8’S WHITE KIT SPONSOR

Haverhill Rovers U16’s EJA
Rovers U16s EJA have had a great pre-season and start
to the season. Our first real pre-season friendly was
against a strong Histon ‘A’ league team at Rovers where
we put in a great team performance resulting in a
comprehensive 5-0 win. The following Saturday we
travelled to Heybridge for a EJA Pre-season tournament
where we came up against, Heybridge, Hullbridge and
East Thurrock. We won our group without losing a game
or conceding a goal but unfortunately lost to East Thurrock
2-0 in the final who we had earlier beat 1-0.
Our First league game of the season was at home to
Grays Ath who turned up with a very big physical team
which we managed to cope with very well taking a 1-0 lead
through Joe Powley. Ethan Boddey then received a very
harsh red card and it was all hands to the pump but the
boys fighting spirit came to the fore and we managed to
double our lead through Jake Mingay 2-0 with 20 mins left
to play, our 10 men were feeling the pace and Grays
managed to get a goal back with 10 mins left and we were
all left gutted when they drew level 2-2 with 50 secs left,
but all credit to the boys for their efforts.

The following Sunday we travelled to Witham for our 2nd
league game to a team we knew would try and kick us off
the pitch, but our boys didn't let that bother them and
played some outstanding football to lead 3-0 at half time
and 5-1 at full time which definitely reflected our
dominance in the game, with the goals coming from
Jake Mingay (2), Jamie Judge (1), Ben Tait (1) and
Dom Brophy (1).
Our next 3 games starting on 25th Sept are Maldon and
Tiptree (H), Bury town (H) and Cambridge City (A). Would
be great to see some new faces there to cheer the boys
on to what hopefully can be a very successful season.
Can I also take this opportunity to thank both the
companies and individuals who have sponsored the
U16’s EJA this season. I won't name you as I bound to
forget someone but your generosity has allowed us to
purchase the boys 2 new kits, new training tops, jackets,
polo shirts and much more your support is very much
appreciated.
Kevin Austin

AS FOR THE SENIORS…THE FUTURE LOOKS BRIGHT
Let us introduce you to the FIRST TEAM 2016-17

BACK ROW L-R:

Ben.Cowling (Mgr); Ben Burton; Rory Jebb; Owen Boddey; Jonathan Milne; Marcus Hunt; Charlie Turner;
Luke Latham; Luke Haines; Ryan Weaver; Ollie Stevenson; Jamie Comer (Asst.Mgr)

FRONT ROW L-R: Ross Elkins; Danny Hill; Mitchel Burr; Sam Holmes; Harry Halls; Ryan Geoghegan; Ben Bradley

The LEAGUE TABLE below shows our standing after our away win fixture
against Thetford Town F C on Sat. 01 Oct 16. Result was 1-2.
Visit our website for fixtures, match reports and news.

Front of Shirt Sponsor

Back of Shirt Sponsor

FROM THE BENCH
By First Team Manager, Ben Cowling
The First team are just under a quarter of the way through the league campaign after a very busy August, where we
played 8 games and a much quieter September. I believe we have made a very positive start having already secured
15 points from the 9 league games with some memorable wins at home against Stanway and away to Kirkley. The side
have played some very attractive football and scored lots of goals, in fact at the time of writing only 1 fewer than the entire
of last season! I don’t think there will be too many dull Saturday afternoons at the Croft watching the boys play this
season.
Even better for me is seeing some of the younger
players holding down regular places in the team and
squad and making key contributions. Those players
have come through the system here and we hope there
will be many more to follow in their footsteps. The
Haverhill public have certainly responded and we have
already seen over 1000 people through the gates this
year which is significantly up on last season. I hope you
enjoy what you see and that you keep on coming back,
the boys certainly appreciate it.
Off the field we have also been busy, securing the
services of Josh Shepherd as Assistant manager and
James Smith as physio. These two add to the overall
quality of the club and our offering to the players in
helping them improve and develop.

Unfortunately, the two FA Competitions haven't gone
so well, falling at the first hurdle in the FA Cup to a very
strong Hertford Town side who won the tie late on, we
had opportunities to win the match but failed to convert
them and ultimately paid the price.
As has been well documented we were victims of a ‘giant
killing’ in the FA Vase where our very near neighbours
beat us in front of an amazing crowd in excess of 700.
The match itself wasn't great in terms of quality and we
simply weren't good enough on the day. However, this
is a very new side, a very young side and we are proud
to represent the town. There are bound to be highs and
lows throughout the season, we just have to make sure
there are more of the former.

Looking forward we have County and League cup duty coming up next month, as well as some exciting looking
fixtures including a Friday night local derby match at home to Newmarket Town. Let’s hope we can keep winning games
and improving the players as we head towards the winter months.
Ben Cowling

AS FOR RESULTS…

HRFC PREMIER DIVISION FIXTURES LIST
Fixtures subject to change. No excuses, come along and support ‘The Rovers’.

GO TO HRFC PITCHERO WEBSITE TO DOWNLOAD AN APPLICATION FORM

A VIEW FROM THE STAND
‘The Fans Voice’ – don’t be afraid to express your opinions

Unfortunately, this issues scribe has been unable to beat
the deadline, so you have to put up with that literary genius
'Nutmeg' once again.
With the season well underway, the Reds have fared well
with their relatively inexperienced squad playing at this
senior level. We started with a great 3-1 victory against
local rivals from Stanway who were tipped to be in the
promotion positions this season after finishing third last
year. This paved the way for several other veritable
performances against other very experienced teams in our
Premier league, until we then lost our way a bit and
suffered a couple of poor defeats against two lowly sides
in our division, losing 2-3 against Walsham le Willows who,
at that point, had not won a single game and this after we
were leading 2-0. We then had another very disappointing
0-1 reverse against Brantham. These two results both
being at home in front of healthy crowds. These loyal
spectators have continued to support us, with our
average attendances well up on last years. Our league
position at the time of this article is a very healthy 8th on
18 points with 5 wins, 3 draws and 2 losses scoring 20
goals and conceding 13 not bad eh?

On the negative side, we have exited both senior cups
losing 1-2 to Hertford Town in the FA Cup and the town
busting, record breaking 654 spectators in the FA Vase
game against our town rivals Haverhill Borough, losing 0-1
to a great strike by Ryan Phillips and in all fairness they
were much the better team on the night. We wish them well
against Felixstowe in the next round.
My other observations and opinions so far, are, that we are
far too quiet in the games and don't talk to each other
enough leaving us exposed to unseen tackles and
misplaced passes. We need to get our heads up and see
what is on and who is available, passing wise, as we are
very guilty of giving the ball away far too often and also we
should do what we have always done best, and keep the
ball on the ground when playing - we are not really a big
side relative to most of our opponents and hitting the ball
high often results in interception and loss of possession.
These points aside we have an
extremely hard working and
enthusiastic squad and I and
most of us in the stand are
enjoying this Renaissance - Up
the Reds!
Nutmeg

CLUB BOARD
Come and support upcoming fundraising events. Check out current activities at The New Croft.

CLUB SHOP
Are you a Haverhill Rovers supporter? Great stocking filler ideas for Christmas.
Go on…Treat yourself or someone else. There’s a great selection of reasonably
priced items available from the on-line club shop. VISIT:

SEE EXAMPLES BELOW OF ITEMS WHICH CAN BE PURCHASED FROM OUR ON-LINE CLUB SHOP

