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Wanstead RFC grounds and pitches are now 
protected for ever by The London Borough of 
Redbridge as Centenary Fields. Run by national 
charity Fields in Trust, in partnership with The 
Royal British Legion, Centenary Fields aims to 
protect war memorial playing fields, parks and 
green spaces in memory of those who lost their 
lives during World War I.

This national programme gives landowners 
like Redbridge Council the opportunity to 
dedicate space to remember the sacrifices of 
those who gave their lives during the conflict, 
and to ensure that future generations have 
valuable green space to enjoy as a living 
legacy. Centenary Fields protected through 
the programme can be war memorial parks 
or recreation grounds, memorial gardens, 
parks and recreation grounds that contain war 
memorials or other significant green spaces.

Wanstead RFC qualifies because of their 
commemoration of 22 members who died in 
WWI. Their sacrifice is remembered with a 
war memorial and avenue of remembrance at 
the front of the clubhouse. The project started 
in 2015 when the then President Martin Curry 
rediscovered a fixture card from 1919/20, with 
its list of the 22 club members who fell in the 
Great War and published it on the club website.

Twelve further members fell in World  
War II and Royal Marine Tom Curry was 
killed in action in Afghanistan in 2007. The 
memorial lists all who gave their lives and 
a tree was planted for each in the Avenue 
of Remembrance. Despite a long and binding 
lease from Redbridge Council, the club was 
always fearful for the future but now, having  
achieved Centenary Fields status, this is secure 
in perpetuity.

A commemorative Fields in Trust plaque over 
the clubhouse door was unveiled by Mayor 
of Redbridge Linda Huggett, alongside the 
President of Essex Rugby Union Richard 
Austin, local Councillor Gwyneth Deakins and 
many past and present players. 

Fields in Trust Chief Executive, Helen Griffiths, 
said: “This programme is a fitting way for us to 
mark the sacrifices made by so many in World 
War I whilst looking to the future through a 
living remembrance. We are delighted that 
Redbridge Council are embracing Centenary 
Fields, commemorating the centenary of 
World War I for the players and supporters of 
Wanstead RFC in a way they can appreciate 
for ever. We look forward to many more 
landowners following their lead.”

Wanstead RFC President Mike Calvert said: 
“We are delighted to have this opportunity 
from Redbridge Council, Fields in Trust and 
The Royal British Legion to mark the centenary 
of World War I in this unique way. Protecting 
our club grounds means that there is always 
somewhere to remember the sacrifices of 
World War I. Our Club can now move forward 
in perpetuity, safe in the knowledge that the 
sacrifices of our former club members leaves a 
lasting legacy in their memory, ensuring that 
Wanstead RFC can continue in their honour.”

For further information please contact:  
Richard McKeever, Marketing and 
Communications Manager, Fields in Trust, 
richard.mckeever@fieldsintrust.org

WA N S T E A D  R E M E M B E R I N G  I N  P E R P E T U I T Y

Just one year short of its 80th anniversary, the Rosslyn Park 
HSBC National Schools Sevens, the world’s largest schools 
sevens tournament, recently saw more than 9,000 young 
players and 755 teams competing and some 8,000 spectators 
enjoying the rugby on display.

With eight competitions and festivals involved, from 13s 
to U18s, the event has seen many international players 
developing their competitive skills in the matches, including 
the likes of former England Sevens captain Ben Gollings 
and England’s Chris Robshaw and Jonathan Joseph.

The 1,781 matches on 23 pitches were officiated by 130 
referees and rugby’s core values were evident throughout.

Finalists were:

Colts – Sedbergh 19-7 Clifton 

Vase – Blundells 24-20 St Peters York 

Girls – Exeter College 24-7 Glantaf 

Girls AASE – Loughborough College 14-7 Hartpury

Under 14 – Whitgift 38-7 Taunton School

Cup – Sedbergh 26-12 Cranleigh

A decade ago Wallsend RFC had few young 
players, no pitches or clubhouse and were living 
a nomadic life. Now they are flourishing and all 
they need is a clubhouse to call home.

Their junior section has grown from almost 
non-existent to some 115 players and they have 
trebled their number of referees, now having 19, 
and coaches, of which they have 49, and they 
have grown their volunteer numbers from 22 
to 72.

They now have the use of two new pitches 
which they and North Tyneside Council have 
worked very hard to develop and which are 
among the best in the county. They run two 
adult male teams and on occasions a third side 
and have very good succession plans to back 
this up with a development plan that will see 
the club grow.

Says RFU Rugby Development Officer 
Dave Reed: “Wallsend have certainly made 
impressive strides over the past ten years. They 
want to grow and flourish as a hub in the local 
community. In partnership with north Tyneside 

W A L L S E N D  G R O W I N G  T H E  G A M E
A N D  S E E K I N G  A  H O M E

Council, they see their next stage as acquiring 
a clubhouse to call their own. They are working 
hard to try to make this dream a reality, which 
would not only benefit the club but also the 
local community and other sports.”

The club’s Chairman of Youth Rugby, Duke 
McIntyre, adds: “The youth section at Wallsend 
Rugby Club is becoming very much the place 
for kids to be and is growing in popularity with 
both parents and their children. Kids come to 
play, train, socialise and have fun while also 
learning important skills and rugby values. 
We’d love to have a permanent clubhouse as 
they grow up and move into senior rugby.”

C O D E S  O F
P R A C T I C E :

A R E  Y O U  I N ?
The RFU is delighted that there 
are now 2,000 coaches and 
teachers who have downloaded and 
committed to following the Age 
Grade Codes of Practice. 

The codes, which have been 
recently updated following the 
changes to out of season activity, 
support clubs and schools in their 
application of regulation and 
support their delivery of Age Grade 
Rugby. The Codes and supporting 
videos can be found by using  
this link.

So far Staffordshire lead the way 
with the CB responsible for 18% of 
all those who are in, with Fullerians 
RFC having the biggest club 
commitment to the Codes.

Last month (March) Market Bosworth RFC hosted  
the touring Ontario Highlanders U16s boys and 
U18s girls teams. The evening began with National 
Anthems sung in fine form before the boys kicked off 
their match.

The second match featured the U18s Highlander  
girls against Leicestershire County U18s girls.  
Both matches were admirably refereed by Jenny 
Burrows but the scores were less important than the 
fun, with the visiting captains presented with The 
Leicestershire Shield from Leicester Rugby Union 
President Pauline Harding.

O N TA R I O
H I G H L A N D E R S

V I S I T  M A R K E T  B O S W O R T H
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