
INDOOR CRICKET
Huntingdonshire Indoor 
League
The popular Huntingdonshire Indoor Cricket League returned 
to Bushfi eld Sports Centre on Sunday 9 November. Eight teams 
are contesting the League with the winners progressing into 
county and regional rounds. The competing teams are Orton 
Park, Bretton, Werrington, Hampton, Kings Keys A, Kings Keys 
B, Ufford Park and CAMRA. You can check out the action on 
the following Sundays: 16 December, 6 January 13 January 3 
February and 10 February. Matches starts at 2pm with the fi nal 
game scheduled for 5.30pm. To catch up with the action so far, 
click HERE. To follow the League, click HERE. 

Pictured: current League leaders CAMRA CC after two matches, who have an identical 
playing record to Ufford Park CC, however, they have taken more opposition wickets 
than Ufford Park CC

Indoor Big Bash
As part of the ECB Core Cities Programme in Luton, Cricket East 
is a supporting partner to the Indoor Big Bash - an exciting indoor 
cricket league which started on Sunday 21 October. 

Luton has 8 teams: Gladiators, Mavericks, BPU, Spartans, Warriors, 
Barbarians, Challney Strikers and Panthers. The format is 8-a-side, 
16 overs and 75 minutes of unstoppable action! Matches take 
place on Sundays 11-2pm at Chalk Hills Academy, Luton.

At the time of going to print, topping the League Table is 
Gladiators.

Follow the League on Twitter and Facebook or for details, go to 
the Indoor Big Bash website HERE or view a video HERE. 

Pictured: Big Bash action!

Bedfordshire Indoor Cricket 
League
Bedfordshire’s Indoor League kicked off in October with 4 
divisions – Division 1 and 2 playing at the Bunyan Centre and 
Divisions 2 and 4 playing at Bedford College. 

At the time of going to print, top of Division One is Potton Town 
CC, Division Two Ampthill Town CC, Division Three Biddenham 
CC and Division Four Sandy CC.

Follow the League on Play-Cricket HERE

COMMUNITIES
Core City South Asian Hub 

A new South Asian Hub was launched in Luton on 15 November 
funded by the ECB Core Cities Programme, which aims to engage 
with and inspire South Asian communities to connect with cricket 
– both as players and as spectators. Earlier in the year, Luton was 
identifi ed as one of ten Core Cities – the only one in the region.

The fi rst initiative of its kind in Luton is targeting the Afghan 
community as they do not have any fi xed club or abode for 
cricket. There will be a total of 18 sessions running weekly on 
Thursdays 7.30-8.30pm up to 18 April 2019 at Stopsley High 
School, Luton.

Cricket East’s Wicketz Development Offi cer in Luton who is 
running the Hub said: “From this Hub we aspire to create Luton’s 
fi rst Under 19 Afghanistan team that will enter the ECB U19 
competition and adult leagues as well as provide an entry/
pathway for the ECB City Cup Competition.” 

For further details of the ECB South Asian Action Plan, click HERE

Walking Cricket

Cricket East, in partnership with Fusion Lifestyle, is launching 
Walking Cricket sessions for men and women aged 50 and over. 
The adapted indoor sessions will take place on MONDAYS 10-
11.30am starting on 21 January at John Bunyan Sports & 
Fitness Centre, Bedford at a cost of £3 per session. For further 
details, contact Will Sneath on 07884 070103 or email will.
sneath@cricketeast.co.uk.

Chance to Shine Street
Chance to Shine Street is an inner-city cricket initiative that uses 
the game to promote social cohesion and create opportunities 
in diverse communities affected by anti-social behaviour and 
youth crime. At sessions, young people (16-24-year olds) play a 
6-a-side, fast-paced, high-impact version of tape-ball cricket.

Cricket East is already running Chance to Shine Street sessions 
in Luton on MONDAYS 8.15-9.15pm at Challney High School 
for Girls and sessions will start in Bedford on SUNDAYS 3.30-
4.30pm starting 27 January at Biddenham International 
School & Sports College. 

Four more new projects are currently being planned to start in 
the New Year across Bedfordshire and Huntingdonshire.

For further details about Chance to Shine Street, contact Eddie 
Ballard on 07880 636482 or email eddie.ballard@cricketeast.
co.uk.

Pictured: Luton Street league in action!

Luton Cricket Pitches 
Support Network

A support network has been set up to improve the long-term 
growth and sustainability of the game in Luton by improving the 
pitches/facilities that the game is played on. 

For this to happen, everybody involved including clubs, leagues, 
individuals, National Governing Bodies and Luton Borough 
Council, will work together on this 1-3-year project to get the 
cricket facilities improved and added to.

Earlier in the year, all grounds/park venues in Luton were visited 
and assessed by Institute of Groundsmanship Regional Pitch 
Advisor Phil Jeggo both for grass and non-turf pitches and a plan 
is being put into place to address the current issues with the 
playing surfaces to improve these at all levels.

Phil delivered his grounds overview at the recent Luton Facilities 
Support Network Meeting. Options were discussed on moving 
forward including promoting the role of the cricket groundsman 
in Luton, providing training, help and support when it comes to 
cricket pitch maintenance and improvement. Other aspects will 
also need to be looked at, for example access to machinery and 
equipment. 

In the longer term, the aim is to move towards establishing a 
Grounds Trust in Luton with Core City funding for grounds 
training.

Girls cricket development 
sessions
Girls cricket development sessions are underway at Peterborough’s 
IQRA Academy during term time. Some of the girls who are 
participating are also completing the Young Leaders Programme 
and only have two more modules to complete – the next one 
being First Aid at the end of January. The girls’ teacher is doing 
a Coach Support Worker course in April next year which will be 
funded as part of the ECB Diverse Communities project.

Cricket East will meet with Peterborough United Football 
Club in the New Year to involve the girls, who are also capable 
footballers, in a cross-sport festival on the club pitch as part of 
their Community week at the end of May.

Pictured: The girls focus on catching circuits and developing batting drill options of 
hitting targeted areas to enhance run scoring then developed into a game.

Luton Winter Wicketz
With another great year of Wicketz almost behind us, in 2019, 
we are hoping to expand Wicketz further and reach more of the 
communities across Luton. As well as providing an opportunity to 
play cricket, we also use the sessions to achieve wider outcomes; 
helping the children to better themselves, improve health or have 
more awareness of issues within their communities. 

They are FREE for boys and girls aged 8-15 and run as follows:

MONDAYS Lutonians CC Hub 6-8m at Challney High School for 
Girls

TUESDAYS Hightown Hub 5-6pm at Hightown Sports & Arts 
Centre

WEDNESDAYS Luton Town & Indians CC Hub 5-7pm at 
Denbigh High School 

THURSDAYS Luton Caribbean CC Hub 6-7.30pm at Stopsley 
High School

FRIDAYS Farley Hill/Caddington CC Hub 3.30-5.30pm at 
Stockwood Park Academy 

Friday 21 December will be the last session before the Christmas 
break and Hubs will start again on Monday 7 January 2019.

To download a fl yer click HERE or for further details contact 
Amran Malik at amran.malik@cricketeast.co.uk or call 07493 
867729. 

Wicketz Champions
On Thursday 3 January, Cricket East is taking the most gifted 14 
Luton performers to play in a Wicketz championship at Edgbaston 
with the aim of bring the cup home to Luton! There will be two 
teams each from Manchester, West Midlands and Luton and it 
will be a six-a-side, 10-over match running from 10am to 5pm. 
Good luck to the Luton teams!

Weekly After-School Hubs
The FREE weekly Hubs have been running in Peterborough 
for boys and girls aged 7-11 at Gladstone Academy every 
Wednesday 3-4.15pm and at Dogsthorpe Academy every 
Thursday 3-4.30pm. Sessions will fi nish for the Christmas break 
at Gladstone on 12 December and restart on 9 January and at 
Dogsthorpe will fi nish on 6 December and restart on 17 January. 

A Hub will start at Ormiston Bushfi eld Academy for boys and 
girls aged 11-14 on Monday 7 January 3-4pm.

New Community Wicketz Hubs
New FREE Community Wicketz Hubs will start from January for 
boys & girls aged 8-14:

MONDAYS from 14 January 5.15-6.45pm at the Gladstone 
Community Centre PE1 2AN

TUESDAYS from 15 January 5-6.30pm at Focus Community 
Centre PE1 4PE 

Half-term Wicketz sessions
As a result of the successful Wicketz sessions that ran in the 
October half term, more sessions are booked for the February 
2019 Half-term break – they are FREE for boys and girls aged 
8-14 as follows:

Monday 18 February 2-4pm at Bushfi eld Sports Centre PE2 5RQ

Tuesday 19 February 2-4pm at Gladstone Community Centre 
PE1 2AN

Wednesday 20 February 2-4pm at Gladstone Community 
Centre PE1 2AN

Thursday 21 February 2-4pm at Focus Community Centre PE1 
4PE

For more information about Wicketz in Peterborough, contact 
Jonathan Bigham on 07388 949572 or email jonathan.
bigham@cricketeast.co.uk.

Talks and 
tactics benefi t 
Peterborough 
school
Peterborough Wicketz 
Development Offi cer Jonathan 
Bigham has been visiting St 
Thomas More Catholic Primary 
School in Peterborough every 
Friday afternoon since June. 
He has been working with Year 
4 and 5 children on a Friday 
afternoon during curriculum time and with Year 5 and 6 after 
school doing a mixture of coaching, matches and talks aimed at 
educating the youngsters about social and wellbeing issues that 
affect youngsters in primary school. Talks have included subjects 
such as Healthy Eating, Exercising and Lifestyle Choices, Prevent 
and Internet Safety. Jonathan was joined recently by Jon Fone 
(Prevent Offi cer) from the Eastern Region Special Operations 
Unit for Counter-Terrorism Policing to talk to the youngsters 
about Social Media and Internet Safety.  

All Stars Cricket 
2019
Our All Stars had lots of fun in 2018! If 
you are interested in All Stars Cricket for 
your child in 2019, you can be the fi rst to hear about new sessions 
when registration opens - click HERE. If you have any questions 
click HERE and see the programme in action HERE. 

Female All Stars Cricket 
Activators
Do you know someone that might like to be a female Activator in 
2019? ECB are looking to increase the number of female activators 
to give women greater representation within our volunteer 
workforce. Please complete an expression of interest form HERE 
and someone will be in touch to discuss the potential opportunities 
with you in more detail. 

Be an All Stars Cricket Centre 
in 2019
Cricket East is asking all our clubs and volunteers to get behind All 
Stars Cricket to successfully deliver the programme in 2019 and 
inspire the next generation of young cricketers.

By supporting All Stars, you will welcome new players, supporters 
and potential future volunteers, bringing huge benefi ts to your 
club. In addition, you will receive full support from the ECB when 
implementing All Stars Cricket.

To download the ECB’s All Stars Cricket brochure which provides 
further detail on delivering the programme at your club, click HERE. 
If any Cricket Clubs are interested in being an All Stars Cricket 
Centre in 2019, contact your Club & Community Manager.

Indoor Women’s Soft Ball
Cricket East’s FREE Indoor Soft Ball Cricket sessions have been 
taking place in Luton since September for women and girls aged 
14 and over. The sessions, funded by the Luton ECB Core Cities 
Programme and run by a qualifi ed female cricket coach, focus on 
keeping fi t, learning new skills and having fun! 

Each week, our talented ladies have been focusing on different 
activities including bowling, fi elding, moving around the fi eld, 
running between wickets and hand-eye coordination! 

The remaining session for this year is on THURSDAY 6 December 
6-7.30pm at Denbigh High School Sports Centre, Luton LU3 1HE 
which will be a Bolly Cric-hit session with 45 minutes Bangra Blaze 
dancing followed by 45 minutes of cricket 

Sessions will also run in 2019 on THURSDAYS from 10 January to 
4 April 2019 6–7.30 pm at Denbigh High School Sports Centre.

For a New Year fl yer, click HERE or for more information, please 
contact Chantal Hardy at chantal.hardy@cricketeast.co.uk on 
07880 641624.

DISABILITY
New Disability Cricket 
Community Hubs 

Funded by Lord’s Taverners, Cricket East will run FREE Super 1s 
sessions for 12-25-year olds at venues in both Bedford and Luton 
during all school term weeks, led by ECB qualifi ed coaches.

Super 1s gives young people with disabilities the chance to 
regularly play cricket, receive coaching and the opportunity to 
compete against peers and enjoy the benefi ts of sport and an 
active lifestyle.

John Bunyan Sports & Fitness Centre, Bedford on WEDNESDAYS 
4.30-5.30pm starting 9 January 2019

Denbigh High School Sports Centre, Luton on THURSDAYS 
3.30-4.30pm starting 10 January 2019

To download a fl yer, click HERE.

For more information, contact Eddie Ballard on 07880 636482 
or email eddie.ballard@cricketeast.co.uk.

Impairment Festival

Cricket East recently took part in the Bedford & Kempston 
and North Bedfordshire School Sport Partnerships Impairment 
Festival, with 34 children that have either a visual or hearing 
impairment experiencing sports taster sessions in cricket, football 
and tennis. The children played Rapid Fire cricket using balls with 
bells for the visually impaired and throwing challenges for the 
hearing impaired.

Table Cricket
Table Cricket provides young people with a physical or learning 
disability the opportunity to play in a competitive game of cricket. 
The emphasis is on teamwork and sportsmanship in an informal 
and enjoyable environment. 

Cricket East is already delivering Table Cricket sessions in two 
local schools – St John’s Special School & College in Bedford 
and Ivel Valley School in Biggleswade and sessions will start at a 
further 7 schools in the New Year – Denbigh High School in Luton, 
Ernulf Academy and Samuel Pepys School in St Neots, Grange 
Academy in Kempston, Phoenix School and Marshfi elds School in 
Peterborough and Spring Common Academy in Huntingdon. 

At the end of the regular sessions, County Finals Days will be held 
for Bedfordshire and Huntingdonshire where the competing teams 
play a round-robin event and a county winner is crowned at the 
end of it. The winning team from each county competition is then 
invited to a Regional Finals Day with that winner representing the 
region for a National Finals day, held at Lord’s Cricket Ground 
Nursery Pavilion.

If your school has students with either a physical or learning 
disability and you would like to get involved – call Eddie Ballard 
on 07880 636482 or email eddie.ballard@cricketeast.co.uk.

Pictured: Denbigh High School, Luton who after winning their Regional Finals in May 
2018, achieved a very respectable seventh place at the National Table Cricket Finals 
Day at Lord’s in June

OTHER NEWS

Durant Cricket price freeze 
offer
If you and your club colleagues have projects in planning which 
will require new cricket ground equipment in 2019, why not take 
advantage of Durant Cricket’s price freeze offer? 

Place your order with Durant Cricket, our preferred partner for 
cricket ground equipment, between now and the end of 2018, 
and they will guarantee this year’s prices on your order even if 
you don’t want to take delivery until 2019.

There’s no need for you to take delivery or to arrange installation 
before the end of the year, Durant Cricket are happy to deliver 
and install in the new year provided you place a confi rmed order 
with them. 

In order to take advantage, call 01572 822013 or email at 
enquiries@durantcricket.co.uk to ask for a quote or arrange a site 
visit.

ExtraCover Insurance for your 
club
ExtraCover Insurance, our preferred provider of cricket club 
insurance which is supported by the ECB, has an agreement with 
Cricket East to provide all clubs with professional advice on how 
to achieve an appropriate level of insurance cover for your cricket 
club, in order to protect your players, offi cials, members and 
volunteers.

This a great time of year to speak to the ExtraCover Insurance 
team, to review your club’s insurance cover to make sure your club 
has an appropriate level of insurance in place, especially if you’ve 
bought new equipment or have improved your club facilities, or 
to get a quote for next season’s cover if your insurance is with 
another provider.

ExtraCover has a dedicated team of professionals on hand to 
answer your questions or queries, send an email to extracover@
marswool.com or call FREE on 0800 289301.

Pictured: The ExtraCover Team

Bedfordshire
Chairman of Bedfordshire County Cricket Club 
Ian Smith looks back at the 2018 season: 

“Unfortunately, Bedfordshire CCC only had one 
T20 win from the 2018 season. But there were 
positives with young cricketers moving up from the Development 
XI to play Minor County Cricket: Ajay Singh Momi, Jack Fuller, Al 
Mahmud Hasan, Mohammad Ahmadzai, Harry McBrearty, Fayaz 
Homyoon, Harry Thurstance, Liam Everitt, Gus Miller and Nathan 
Healey.

“The season had no friendly fi xtures due to April’s monsoon, so it 
was straight into the 50-over knock out with a trip to Horsford CC 
to take on Norfolk. We batted fi rst – at one stage we were 26 for 
5, Andy Reynoldson 72, George Darlow 31 and Tom Brett 22 got 
us to 165 all out. But this wasn’t good enough as Norfolk raced 
to a 10-wicket win.

“We moved on to the new Twenty 20 competition that saw groups 
of 5 counties, with every county playing twice on the same day. 
In the past we have done well in this type of cricket. This wasn’t 
going to be the case in 2018. 

“We lost twice to Hertfordshire, Su� olk and Norfolk and last, we 
visited March to take on Cambridgeshire. The hosts needed two 
wins to top the Group and go to Finals Day. Cambs won the fi rst 
game, the second game saw Beds bat fi rst; Ajay Singh Momi hit 
54 and George Thurstance being undefeated on 41. This proved 
too much for Cambs with Alex Evans claiming three wickets. Beds 
only win saw Norfolk qualify instead of Cambridgeshire.

“The Championship saw us gain draws against Northumberland 
and Hertfordshire, but four defeats against Buckinghamshire, 
Su� olk, Cumberland and Norfolk.

“The defeats in Buckinghamshire and Su� olk saw us try and bat 
out the last day to try and gain a draw. Both times we came close 
to achieving our objective.

“The County was led by Andy Reynoldson who scored 606 runs 
in the championship. The highlight was a wonderful 159 against 
Bucks that nearly got us a draw.

“Drew Brierley 152* nearly got us a draw with Su� olk. The next 
game he was required by Northants 2s. Second Elevens taking 
players became a major problem.

“Matt Taylor kept wicket well and claimed his fi rst ton vs. 
Northumberland. In truth the game against Northumberland at 
Bedford School was our best chance of getting a win against young 
visitors. George Darlow claimed 17 wickets with his slow left arm, Al 
Hasan got 15 wickets opening the bowling with great heart.

“Andy Reynoldson will captain us again in 2019 and we will 
be strengthened by the return of James Kettleborough from 
Derbyshire 2nd XI.”

Cricket World Cup Schools 
Programme
The ICC Cricket World Cup has partnered with Chance to Shine 
and the ECB to deliver the World Cup Schools Programme. The 
FREE new-look teachers’ Chance to Shine portal has great 
resources and Cricket World Cup themed activities that schools 
can get involved in. 

Through this portal, schools also have access to fantastic money-
can’t-buy events and projects – children can design a World Cup 
Mascot in the ‘Create a Character’ Competition (deadline 14 
December) to win a class set of tickets to a Cricket World Cup 2019 
match; ‘Anthem Kids’ where children get the thrill of walking out 
with the teams for the national anthems on the fi eld of play; and 
‘Ticketing Opportunities’ where schools can apply for FREE tickets 
for World Cup matches – congratulations to Warboys Community 
Primary School in Huntingdon who successfully applied for FREE 
tickets for the Bangladesh vs New Zealand match at The Oval. 

Schools can sign up to the Chance to Shine Schools’ Portal for 
FREE HERE. Once you have signed up, apply for the once-in-a-
lifetime opportunities via the Cricket World Cup tab.  

Spreading the Power of 
Cricket
To support the Cricket World Cup Schools Programme, Cricket 
East will start their Chance to Shine programme in almost 150 
schools across Bedfordshire and Huntingdonshire in the New 
Year spreading the Power of Cricket and delivering some fun and 
inspiring sessions. 

We are always looking to work with more schools that would like 
to use cricket as a way of helping to develop their young people. 
For details email damianne.redpath@cricketeast.co.uk.

Lady Taverners Indoor 
Schools Competitions
In 2019, Cricket East will run Lady Taverners Indoor Schools 
Competitions for U13 and U15s. These competitions provide a 
vital pathway for grassroots girls’ cricket, Entries are now open 
- if your school is interested in being part of these exciting 
competitions, click HERE.

Kwik Cricket Tournaments
For 2019, the ECB will host a unique and exciting Kwik Cricket 
tournament in association with ICC Cricket World Cup Schools, 
with the aim of attracting over 200,000 Year 4 to 6 girls and 
boys. All participating schools will have the opportunity to win 
ICC Cricket World Cup money can’t buy experiences.

Cricket East organises local festivals in Bedfordshire and 
Huntingdonshire from which the winners and runners-up go 
through to the County Final. The winners of the County Finals are 
entered into the national competitions. 

For more information or to get your school involved in the 
programme, please contact Damianne Redpath at damianne.
redpath@cricketeast.co.uk or call 07392 085791.

Rapid Fire Cricket Festival
A Key Stage 1 Rapid Fire Cricket Festival took place in November 
at Hinchingbrooke School, Huntingdon with teams from 7 schools 
– Thorndown Primary, Great Gidding Primary, Godmanchester 
Community Academy, St Helen’s Primary, St John’s Primary, 
Ramsey Spinning Infant and Winhills Primary –- and almost 90 
children competing from Years 1 and 2. 

The Festival was organised by the Hunts School Sports Partnership 
and supported by Cricket East – the fi rst time we have arranged 
a KS1 competition with Hunts SSP and the fi rst time it has run 
indoors.  

We trained 12 Young Leaders from Hinchingbrooke School to help 
set up, run, umpire and score the competition. One of the Young 
Leaders dressed up as Twinkle the All Stars Cricket mascot to make 
it more fun for the children. The children played 5 matches each 
and had the opportunity to have their photo taken with Twinkle. 

The feedback from children and teachers was great with lots of 
fun had by all.

Skills Festivals
With the support of Hunts School Sports Partnership, Cricket East 
ran its fi rst Key Stage 1 Cricket Skills Festival in Huntingdonshire 
with children from 2 local primary schools – Great Gidding 
Primary and Ramsey Spinning Infant - taking part.  Thanks to the 
amazing Young Leaders from Abbey College, Ramsey who helped 
the children to achieve their personal best in throwing, catching 
and batting challenges. 

Cricket East also recently took part in the Bedford & Kempston 
and North Bedfordshire School Sport Partnerships Change for 
Life Festival. The three-day event saw 30 schools and nearly 1200 
children taking part at Castle Newnham, Lincroft and St Thomas 
More Schools in Bedfordshire. The cricket tasters gave the children 
a great fi rst experience of cricket - they had opportunity to hit the 
ball off a tee, hold a cricket bat correctly and stand next to the ball. 
Pictured: All the action at Lincroft Academy

PERFORMANCE CRICKET
Hunts girls shine!
Christmas has come early for two Huntingdonshire Young 
Cricketers who have been awarded places on Women’s 
Super League Franchise Regional Development Centre (RDC) 
Programmes – Katherine Speed will join the Surrey Stars RDC 
squad for the third year and Alicia Presland has secured a place 
on the Loughborough Lightning RDC.

Katherine Speed fi rst came into the Huntingdonshire Girls 
system in 2012 as an U10 with huge potential. With no U11s 
team in Huntingdonshire at the time, she played U13s Cricket 
for the County taking her fi rst wicket and scoring her fi rst runs 
against Surrey.

In 4 years with Huntingdonshire, Katherine shone with both bat 
and ball despite playing up the age groups from the start. In total 
she claimed 48 wickets and scored 1,202 runs, recording eight 
50s and one 100 – a superb 100 not out against Bedfordshire.

In September 2014, she joined the Huntingdonshire Emerging 
Player Programme (EPP) as one of their fi rst girls on the 
Programme set up by then Head Coach Dave Summers, who had 
developed the girls’ link originally with Essex County Cricket Club. 
She then linked in with Essex permanently from 2016. Katherine 
has continued to make huge strides, starring for both the Essex 
Age Group teams and senior Women’s Team and well as on the 
Surrey Stars RDC squad.

Alicia Presland fi rst came to the attention of coach Steve Brown 
when she was playing in the youth section at Eaton Socon CC, 
aged around 8 years. She was obviously going to be a good 
player even at that young age. 

Her ability led to her being a shoe-in in the Hunts County 
age group teams from U11s upwards. She developed into an 
aggressive attacking batsman and fast bowler. The highlight 
of her age group county career was probably playing in a very 
talented Hunts U15 Girls team that won the National U15 
Development trophy in 2013 at Moseley. 

Having outgrown CAG cricket Alicia now plays for the 
Northamptonshire County Women’s team. Her contributions 
helped the team to promotion from ECB Div 3 in both the 50 over 
and T20 format of the game in 2017, her fi rst season, becoming 
top run-scorer in the shorter form of the game. In the more 
demanding Div 2 in 2018 Alicia continued to contribute in both 
disciplines and her performances have earned her an opportunity 
to take her game to the next level by securing a place on the 
Loughborough Lightning RDC.

Shaftab Khalid, Performance Lead (Hunts & Beds) said: “This is 
fantastic news for both girls and indeed Huntingdonshire. Both 
girls have worked very hard at their games and we wish them all 
the very best for their future cricketing careers. We will be looking 
out for them both on the TV very soon!” 

The EPP is an ECB initiative, locally organised that supports 
players, girls and boys, who have the necessary aptitude, attitude, 
desire and athleticism to be potential future elite players. The 
key aim of the Regional Development Centre programmes across 
the country is to provide further elite cricketing development 
opportunities to female players that have the perceived potential 
to be selected into the England Women’s Academy programme.

Pictured: Katherine Speed

Regional Emerging Player 
Programme
Some of Bedfordshire and Huntingdonshire’s most promising 
young players have started their preparations with the Regional 
Emerging Player Programme (EPP).

This year’s intake includes Zaid Faleel, Danyaal Khalid, Dilan 
Sheemar and Vedant Somal from Bedfordshire and Olly 
Greenhow from Huntingdonshire.

The programme, overseen by Essex County Cricket Club, sees 
players from Bedfordshire, Huntingdonshire and Cambridgeshire 
work together at weekly sessions at Essex County Ground and 
New Hall School in Chelmsford before Christmas and at The 
Perse School, Cambridge in the New Year, alongside the Essex 
Emerging Players and coaches. 

Good luck to the boys!

Pictured: Bedfordshire’s Vedant Somal with Cricket East’s Performance Lead Shaftab 
Khalid

Young Cricketers in training!
It is a busy time for our young cricketers in Bedfordshire 
and Huntingdonshire with Winter Training Programmes well 
underway to get ready for the 2019 season!

In Bedfordshire, fi tness testing has taken place for the U14 to 
U17 age groups including Yo-Yo Endurance Tests, planks and 
push-up tests. Extra sessions have been provided for the U13 to 
U17 age groups every other week to give them more training 
practice.

In Huntingdonshire, coaching at all levels including boys and girls 
kicked off on 18 November and fi tness testing will commence in 
the New Year.

For more information about our Bedfordshire and     
Huntingdonshire Performance Programmes, contact Shaftab 
Khalid on 07785 321347 or email shaftab.khalid@cricketeast.

co.uk.

COACH EDUCATION
Become a cricket coach
Whether it is about putting something back into the game you 
love, continuing your career in a natural progression, helping out 
at your local club, or simply providing more support to your child, 
there is a reason for everyone to get involved in coaching.

Places are still available on our winter Coach Education courses - 
book soon to avoid missing out! 

Coach Support Worker:
12 January 9am-4.30pm at Bedford College – book HERE
17 April 10am-3pm at One Leisure Sawtry – book HERE
ECB Certifi cate in Coaching Children’s Cricket:
Starting Saturday 19 January at Bedford College – book HERE
ECB Certifi cate in Coaching Young People & Adults:
Starting Saturday 23 February at Bedford College – book HERE
For full details of courses running, click HERE.

Pictured: ECB Certifi cate in Coaching Children’s Cricket started in Sawtry on 24 
November. Candidates from city, rural and community club environments looking to play 
their part in supporting local growth and participation in the game. 

OFFICIALS

Umpiring
Becoming a cricket offi cial can be a rewarding pastime for older 
cricketers and an excellent way to keep in touch with the game 
long after playing careers are over. For younger participants it is 
an opportunity to be at the centre of events with “The Best Seat 
in the House”. The National Cricket Playing Survey shows a higher 
satisfaction rate for players when games are offi ciated by qualifi ed 
cricket offi cials. 

Out or not out? It’s your call. You are the umpire. There are 5 balls. 
5 decisions. See if you’ve got what it takes to become an umpire 
with this fun tool from the ECB HERE. 

COURSES: 

Bedfordshire
Stage One starting on Wednesday 16 January (over 8 evenings 
7.30-9.30pm) at Bedford College – book HERE

Stage Two starting Wednesday 20 February (over 8 evenings 
7.30-9.30pm) at Bedford College – book HERE

Huntingdonshire
Stage One and Stage Two courses planned for January – more 
details to follow. 

For further details of courses, click HERE. 

Huntingdonshire celebrates 
The Huntingdonshire Cricket Board Annual End of Season Dinner 
and Awards Evening took place on Friday 16 November when 160 
people from Cricket Clubs across the county gathered for well-
deserved recognition and awards to all ages in the county age 
group, club and community environments after a very successful 
season. 

Nine players across a variety of ages were awarded County Caps 
based on performances in either batting or bowling in County 
Representative teams:

Hugo Bell  Oliver Ford
Harry Gilman Sam Jarvis
Jack Martin  Kian Rice
Freddie St John Sreehari Subramonion 
Divyeash Vaseeharan

The NatWest OSCAs were awarded to Michelle Mills (Heartbeat 
of the Club), Dick & Jenny Presland (Lifetime Achievers), 
Peter Killingworth (Leagues Award), Natalie Durham (Young 
Volunteer), Tony Edwards (Umpires & Scorers), Warren Daws (All 
Stars Cricket), Ian Puckle (Groundsman), Richard Saltmarsh & 
Bill Taylor (Outstanding Services to Cricket in Huntingdonshire), 
and Waresley Cricket Club (NatWest CricketForce).

The remainder of the awards were as follows:
Newcomer South: Emily Waterman (Houghton & Wyton CC)
Newcomer North: Divyeash Vaseeharan (Orton Park CC)
Most Promising Player South: Luke Ashwell (Eaton Socon CC) 
Most Promising Player North: Jairus Charles (Orton Park CC)

The County Youth Player of the Year for the second successive year 
was Kaushicaa Vasseeharan from Orton Park CC and the County 
Player of the Year was Patrick Harrington from Market Deeping 
CC. There was also a special Award for the Outstanding Team of 
the Year and this went to the successful County Hunts Under 12 
(boys) Team. The Gary Whitbread Memorial Trophy for a Lifetime 
Playing Achievement went to Geoff Clark and The David Holmes 
Award, an award for Lifetime Volunteering, was awarded to John 
Walker.

Pictured (L-R): Shaftab Khalid, Youth Player of the Year Kaushicaa Vaseeharan, 
Patrick Harrington (Runner Up) and Emily Banks (Runner Up)
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NATIONAL PROGRAMMES

COUNTY CRICKET

Season’s Greetings, Happy Holidays and
All the Best for a Prosperous New Year

CLUB COMPETITIONS

2019 Women’s Club T20 
Competition
Final call for clubs to enter the 2019 competition – the deadline 
has been extended to Sunday 16 December. For an entry form, 
click HERE and for the competition rules click HERE.

Lady Taverners Girls U13 & 
U15 T20 Club Competition 
2019
All clubs are invited to enter the 2019 Lady Taverners Girls U13 
and U15 Club Competitions. This is a great opportunity for girls 
to compete with their friends, initially against local teams in early 
rounds, to group fi nals and then National Finals in early August. 
Clubs can enter by completing the entry form and returning to 
competitions@ecb.co.uk no later than Friday 15 February 2019. 
You can also download an ECB Invite Letter and Competition 
Rules. The draw will be published by 22 February 2019.

Bedfordshire Youth 
Competitions
Registration is now open for the Bedfordshire Youth Competitions 
in 2019 - ECB U13 and U15 National Club Championships and 
Lady Taverners U11 and U13 Girls Club Softball Competitions. 
Click HERE to enter. The closing date for entry is 31 December 
2018. Any queries, please contact Will Sneath on 07884 070103 
or email will.sneath@cricketeast.co.uk.

Further details to follow regarding Huntingdonshire Youth 
Competitions.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Bedfordshire Cricket Board Ltd
The 7th Annual General Meeting of Bedfordshire Cricket Board 
Ltd will be held on Wednesday 19 December at Flitwick Cricket 
Club starting at 7.30pm. Click HERE for a copy of the agenda and 
relevant papers will be available on the evening.

SCHOOLS

Be part of the world’s 
greatest cricket celebration
As the Cricket World Cup (CWC) returns to England and Wales 
for the fi rst time in 20 years, the ICC and ECB aim to engage 
1 million kids throughout the tournament, with clubs given the 
opportunity to apply to become a CWC Club, put on a family 
day and celebrate and engage a new audience through the 
excitement of the CWC 2019.

As part of the initiative, clubs are being asked to run a weekend 
of child/family-based activity, helping to better connect with the 
local community and engage a younger generation. This could 
be anything, from kids’ coaching sessions, parent/child matches, 
or even a ‘Bring a Friend’ day. The aim of these family days is to 
get more kids involved in the game and to help Clubs showcase 
themselves to a wider audience.

Clubs who apply will have access to offi cial marketing material 
to assist with the promotion of their event and Cricket World Cup 
Champions, the lead volunteer at the club, will receive offi cial 
World Cup merchandise to reward them for their efforts.

Friday 7 to Sunday 9 June 2019 will be the focus weekend for 
celebrations however club family days can run over any weekend 
during the World Cup (30 May-14 July).

A Cricket World Cup Club Fund has also been launched with 
at least the fi rst 2,000 affi liated Clubs who register, having 
the opportunity to receive £1,000 to help digitise or upgrade 
catering facilities. 

To register your club or for more information, click HERE.

Funding update
Please note the ECB Small Grant Scheme will not run in 2019 
– for one year only. The ECB are excited to be investing in the 
Cricket World Cup (through the Cricket World Cup Fund) and Get 
the Game On funding for covers etc. will be launched in Spring 
2019 – more details to follow. 

NatWest CricketForce 2019
NatWest CricketForce is designed to bring clubs and local 
communities closer together, and ensure grounds and facilities 
are ready for the new season. In 2019, CricketForce is planned for 
the fi rst weekend in April. More details to follow. Club enquiries 
to natwestcricketforce@ecb.co.uk.

Clubs get up to date! 
Cricket East’s recent Club Engagement 
Evenings were a great success with over 60 club 
representatives attending and feedback has 
been very positive. The purpose of these events 
was to provide an update from the ECB regional team and 
Cricket East on plans moving forward, ECB National Products 
and how clubs can get involved in the Cricket World Cup. General 
club support advice/guidance was also available. 

Clubmark 
Well done again to all clubs in Bedfordshire and Huntingdonshire 
that achieved their Clubmark Accreditation or Re-accreditation in 
2018. Cricket East now supports 35 Clubmark clubs and a further 
7 that are Working Towards Clubmark Accreditation. These 
clubs are creating a benchmark for high-quality community club 
cricket. 

For more information about Clubmark, click HERE.

Pictured: Clubs receiving their ECB Clubmark certifi cates at a Club Engagement Evening, 
from L-R: Potton Town CC (Geoff Swinden), Flitwick CC (Howard Moxon), Elstow CC (Phil 
Johnson, Ampthill Town CC (Dave Bradley and Jeremy Degnan), Biggleswade CC (Paul 
Wyatt), Eversholt CC (Luke Singleton) and Caddington CC (Dale Skeath)

Reminder – Club Affiliation 
2019 season
For those Bedfordshire and Huntingdonshire Cricket Clubs 
that have still not renewed their club affi liation, please note the 
reduction on the fee is no longer available. In order that your 
club can continue to enjoy the benefi ts of affi liation, including 
being eligible to play in local leagues, please ensure that you 
complete the affi liation process as soon as possible. For details, 
click HERE.

In Safe Hands 
Bedfordshire and Huntingdonshire had very few child welfare 
issues during the 2018 season and this is testament to Cricket 
East’s ongoing efforts to ensure that clubs appoint and train their 
own Club Welfare Offi cer (CWO) as well as increased confi dence 
shown by Club Welfare Offi cers in being able to handle various 
in-club matters.

If your club’s Welfare Offi cer needs to update their training 
or you have a new Offi cer, Safe Hands Workshops will run in 
advance of the 2019 season as follows: 

Tuesday 26 February 2019 6- 9pm at Bedford College, book 
HERE

Saturday 16 March 2019 11am- 2pm at Ramsey CC, book 
HERE

Wednesday 27 March 2019 6-9pm at Bedford College, book 
HERE

For Safeguarding & Protecting Children courses, click HERE.

CLUB SUPPORT

FOLLOW CRICKET EAST

There are several ways in which you can keep up to date with 
Cricket East news relating to participation and growth activities 
and performance pathway programmes across Bedfordshire and 
Huntingdonshire. Like us on Facebook, follow us on Twitter and 
Instagram or check out our website.
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