
OTHER NEWS
LLAL Community Fund 
Application

Cricket East is pleased to announce that it has been awarded 
funding from the Bedfordshire and Luton Community Foundation 
as part of the LLAL (London Luton Airport Ltd) Community Fund 
to support the increase of cricket provision and opportunities for 
the residents and participants of the Luton wards of Crawley and 
Wigmore.

Cricket East is planning an exciting summer of cricket in the 
area, looking to engage with children, young adults and families.

Cricket East’s Club & Community Manager Brad Matthews 
said: “By engaging with the local community we are aiming to 
improve the level of cricket opportunities to this part of town for 
the benefi t of its residents and participants.” 

For more information, contact Brad on 07884 060907 or email 
brad.matthews@cricketeast.co.uk.

ICC launches 
#WorldwideWickets to 
celebrate cricket around the 
world
Fans around the globe have the chance to experience the 
excitement of the ICC Men’s Cricket World Cup 2019 through 
the ICC’s #WorldwideWickets campaign that will celebrate the 
different ways we all play cricket. Share your photos or videos 
using #WorldwideWickets and your country (e.g. #England) on 
Twitter or Instagram for your chance to win two tickets to the ICC 
Men’s Cricket World Cup 2019 Final at Lord’s on 14 July 2019 
including travel and accommodation. There are also limited-
edition ICC Men’s Cricket World Cup 2019 souvenir cricket balls 
up for grabs for the best entries! For details, click HERE.  

Durant Cricket Natwest 
CricketForce Offers
Our cricket ground equipment partner Durant Cricket have some 
great offers for clubs signed up to NatWest CricketForce on a wide 
range of products from boundary ropes to electronic scoreboards 
available now. Click HERE to view the offers.

Cricket Club Insurance 
Renewals
If your cricket club still hasn’t renewed your insurance yet, don’t 
worry there’s still time to get a quote or review your existing 
cover from the ExtraCover Insurance team. If you’re covered 
with another provider and you want a like for like quote in the 
fi rst instance, just email your schedule to extracover@marswool.
com and the team will get back to you. It’s also worth a call if 
you are insured with ExtraCover Insurance, to check the level of 
cover your club has to make sure you have an appropriate level of 
cover in place. Call for free on 0800 289301 or email extracover@
marswool.com. For details, click HERE.

WOMEN’S CRICKET
Junior Girls League

We have had lots of interest in our girls only cricket league for 
2019 – originally planned for Huntingdonshire, there have been 
several Bedfordshire clubs showing an interest too so we will look 
to expand it. If any clubs have young girls at their club and could 
play in 6-a-side softball cricket (girls up to Y6 or Y7 beginners) 
then please get in touch!

Format is: 

4 teams at a venue – 2 outfi eld pitches

6-a-side pairs

12 overs per side

Using an All Stars ball

Double scoring zones and wild card super overs

Music, face painting all encouraged – emphasis on fun

Please contact Phil Lewis at phil.lewis@cricketeast.co.uk or 
07791 582337.

Lady Taverners School 
Competitions
The Lady Taverners School Indoor Competitions are now 
underway with several schools across Huntingdonshire and 
Bedfordshire taking part.  We have had a tremendous number 
of entries into the competition with the winners of the County 
Finals progressing to the Regional Finals in Cambridgeshire later 
this month.

Two of the entrants for the fi rst time in the competition are 
Hampton College and Hampton Gardens Schools in Peterborough 
who have taken the positive step of opting to bring cricket into 
their school and after-school activity with support through 
Cricket East. At sessions before and after Christmas, nearly 40 
Year 7 and Year 8 students received coaching to learn about the 
game and prepare for the competition.

On 26 February, the two schools played their fi rst ever matches 
against each other and in a closely fought contest, Hampton 
Gardens got the win by 12 runs (76 runs to 64), with the match 
played in tremendous spirit by both sides.

Several of the students now want to take up cricket outside of 
school which is a huge boost to the grassroots girls’ game.

Pictured: Hampton Gardens and Hampton College girls

OFFICIATING

East Region Scoring 
Roadshows
ECB are offering scorer roadshows for ALL scorers, whether you 
use a scorebook or a computer on 17 March 11am-4pm at 
Flitwick Cricket Club. The content will include:

•  An insight into the Play-Cricket suite of scoring applications

•   A look at the new scoring features in Play-Cricket Scorer Pro 
Version 2

•   The ECB ACO scheme of scoring qualifi cations and courses 
available in the region

There will also be an opportunity to meet with other scorers from 
your area and discuss any questions you have. To book your place 
send an email to mikearnold.home@btinternet.com.

Introductory 
Umpire Course 
for Women  
The Bedfordshire Association of 
Cricket Offi cials is keen to promote 
cricket awareness for all and is 
offering a FREE Introductory 
Umpire Course for Women on 
Thursday 11 April at Flitwick 
Cricket Club MK45 5AA starting at 8pm (doors open at 7.30pm). 
This short two-hour stand-alone course will give any cricket 
enthusiast curious about becoming an umpire a taste for what 
the role entails, and outline what lies ahead if you would like 
to pursue your interest. Further details from paul.barnes780@
ntlworld.com.

DISABILITY CRICKET
Table Cricket County Finals 
Cricket East has been undertaking a full programme of Table 
Cricket training in several schools across Bedfordshire and 
Huntingdonshire, getting them ready for the Table Cricket 
County Finals events in February. 

For many young people with a physical or learning disability, 
participating in cricket and other forms of sport is not possible. 
Table Cricket provides the opportunity to play in a competitive 
game of cricket. The emphasis is on teamwork and sportsmanship 
in an informal and enjoyable environment. 

The County Finals took place on Monday 25 February at Icknield 
High School, Luton for Bedfordshire schools and on Thursday 28 
February at Vivacity Hampton Leisure Centre, Peterborough for 
schools in Huntingdonshire.

Congratulations to Bedfordshire winners Denbigh High 
School, Luton and Huntingdonshire winners Spring Common 
Academy, Huntingdonshire. Both schools will go on to compete 
in a Regional Final in May with an opportunity to go through to 
the National Final in June at Lord’s. 

Well done to all those taking part and thanks to the great 
Young Leaders from Icknield High School and Hampton College, 
Peterborough.

Cricket East’s Programme Manager (Disability & Street) Eddie 
Ballard said: “Thank you to all the schools and children for their 
participation in not only the school delivery sessions but also 
the competitions. We had two fantastic events that were a huge 
success and I’m pretty confi dent everyone had a great time!”

Pictured: Highlights from the Bedfordshire Final

Pictured: Spring Common Academy winners

Sporting Saturday

Disability and inclusive cricket activities came to the Cresset 
Centre in Peterborough on Saturday 9 February as part of 
‘Sporting Saturday’. The annual event, in its sixth year and 
organised by Inspire Peterborough, offered a wide range of 
disability and inclusive sports such as boxing, martial arts 
wheelchair dance, cricket and much more. The event was very 
busy with hundreds of participants and over 40 activities and 
stands from local sports providers and agencies.

Cricket East’s popular cricket slot provided an opportunity to 
try some fun-based cricket drills! 

Young participant, Freddie Stallebrass (pictured with his family), 
was awarded a signed Mark Ramprakash mini bat as the star of 
the day – success for Freddie was managing to hit the ball with 
the bat with his one good arm and hand. He was keen to attend 
our Disability Hub sessions on a Thursday at Focus Community 
Centre, Peterborough. For further details of all our Disability 
Hubs running in Bedfordshire and Peterborough, click HERE.

SCHOOLS
Chance to Shine Programme 
Cricket East made a great start to their Chance to Shine 
programmes in schools across Bedfordshire and Huntingdonshire 
in February spreading the Power of Cricket and delivering some 
fun and inspiring sessions. We are looking forward to lots more 
sessions in the coming months. 

Pictured: Another great Monday session at Bury CofE Primary School, Huntingdon 
with Year 3 children enjoying some Rapid Rocket Bowling! 

Free school resources
Cricket charity Chance to Shine has created a powerful bank of 
FREE resources for primary schools, so teachers can lead their 
own cricket sessions with confi dence – you don’t need to have 
any prior knowledge or be a cricket expert to share the fun!

The Cricket World Cup is coming to England and Wales in 2019! 
Get your school celebrating this incredible event with the fun and 
engaging curriculum-linked KS1 and KS2 resources, designed to 
enrich your pupils’ learning across a range of subjects.

There a six half-termly projects, developed with teachers and 
look out for a range of prizes and rewards for all schools who get 
involved! 

Chance to Shine has introduced the game and its educational 
benefi ts, to more than four million boys and girls in over 15,000 
state schools, since 2005. Find out how the game can inspire, 
engage and develop young people of all abilities. Sign up for 
your FREE resources HERE.

Yorkshire Tea National 
Cricket Week
Every year, pupils all over the country enjoy a week of cricket-
themed activity in the classroom, on the playground and in local 
communities as part of Yorkshire Tea National Cricket Week. 
This year, Yorkshire Tea National Cricket Week will run Monday 
24-Friday 28 June 2019. Watch this space for more details on 
how to sign up but be sure to keep that week free for a fantastic, 
inspirational week of cricket!

For more details, click HERE

Teacher CPD
Cricket East has been running teacher Continuing Professional 
Development (CPD) as part of the Chance to Shine Full Schools 
Programme at schools across Bedfordshire and Huntingdonshire. 
In February, teachers at Priory Primary School, Bedford were 
upskilled to deliver cricket to their students, looking at cross-
curricular activities and how they can be used in different 
sessions. And this week at Arthur Mellows Village College in 
Peterborough, 10 teachers took part from several local schools, 
learning some of the games and activities that form part of the 
Chance to Shine programme (as found on the Chance to Shine 
Teachers Portal).

Cricket East also delivered teacher CPD (but not as part of the 
Chance to Shine Programme) in February at Bedford Modern 
School for independent school teachers to upskill them for the 
coming cricket season. With a recent curriculum GCSE shift 
from rounders to cricket, this was an excellent opportunity to 
showcase some games and activities giving the teachers more 
confi dence to deliver cricket to their pupils. A BMS spokesperson 
said: “It was great to have Cricket East with us today, working 
with the girls’ sports coaches from BMS and other local schools. 
They worked on batting and bowling techniques and how to 
pass this on to students.”

Pictured: Session delivered at BMS

Bedfordshire Rapid Fire 
Cricket Festival
Fifteen schools from across Luton took part in the town’s fi rst 
Rapid Fire Cricket Festival. Over 100 children from Years 1 to 3 
learned to play the game and put their skills into action. The 
Festival gave the children an opportunity to try a new format 
of cricket which teaches about working together as a team and 
about accuracy when hitting the ball so that there is control 
over where it goes in order to score more runs! It was a fun, fast-
paced and highly energetic day!

COMMUNITY
ICC Cricket World Cup comes 
to Luton!
Two momentous sporting events recently took place at Putteridge 
High School in Luton helping to promote sport in the community 
with 140 young people from Luton’s Wicketz project and 24 
ethnicities brought together. Through Wicketz, schools from 
Luton came together to not only play cricket but to take part in 
fascinating workshops focussed on civic participation.

The Cricket World Cup came to Luton on Wednesday 20 February 
as part of the 100-day tour of England and Wales. During the day, 
ten teams took part in a Lord’s Taverners Indoor U12s 6-a-side 
Cricket World Cup Tournament - which included youngsters 
representing the different World Cup nations. There was also an 
inspiring Master Class with English professional cricketer Sam 
Billings and former English cricketer Devon Malcolm on hand 
with cricketing tips for the Wicketz children taking part. It was 
a high-profi le day with the Luton Mayoress and many other key 
stakeholders from Luton and beyond paying a visit. Public Health 
also delivered a workshop on Health Lifestyles.

In addition, Lord’s Taverners offi cially launched their ‘Cricket 
4 Good’ partnership with the International Cricket Council for 
this year’s Cricket World Cup. The relationship aims to celebrate 
the reach and diversity of the Lord’s Taverners national cricket 
programmes and showcase the commitment of the ICC to deliver 
a positive cricketing and social legacy through the World Cup.

See a lovely montage from the event courtesy of Lord’s Taverners 
HERE. The event was attended by Anglia ITV News, BBC Sport 
and Sky Sports. Check out the Anglia TV News report HERE. 

On Day Two of the action – Thursday 21 February – and for the 
slightly older children, 10 schools played in the Lord’s Taverners 
Indoor U16s 6-a-side Cricket World Cup Tournament which was 
won by Ashcroft High School. In addition, English former cricketer 
Kabir Ali gave participants some fast bowling tips. 

The teams also learned about the importance of Civic 
Participation – delivering a solution to a local problem in their 
area. Teams chose problems such as drug dealing, bullying and 
racism and the winning team - Putteridge High School - did a 
great presentation on knife crime and they will receive £500 to 
deliver the solution!

Luton Wicketz Development Offi cer Amran Malik said: “Over 
these two memorable sporting days, it was great to see so many 
young Wicketz participants in Luton enjoying their cricket.”

Pictured: The World Cup comes to Luton with Devon Malcolm and Sam Billings

Pictured: Civic Participation challenge – Lea Manor School pupils chose ‘bullying’

ICC Cricket World Cup 
coming to Peterborough!
Cricket fever is now in full swing across England and Wales, as 
the 100-day schedule for the ICC Cricket World Cup Trophy Tour, 
driven by Nissan, was launched on 19 February!

You will be able to get up close with the trophy at Peterborough 
Town Cricket Club on Saturday 27 April so Save The Date! And 
we are planning lots of fun cricket activities for the community to 
come and watch and have a go at, including:  

•   Peterborough Town v Rushden – Northants Premier League 
Match

•   Under 9 Tournament
•   Wicketz cricket matches between Peterborough and Luton 

Hubs
•   All Stars Cricket and Women’s Soft Ball taster sessions

The bar will be open and food will be available.

For details of the trophy tour, click HERE.

Walking Cricket takes off!

Cricket East, in partnership with Fusion Lifestyle, launched its 
fi rst Walking Cricket sessions in January and they have been very 
popular with a good regular turnout each week and everyone 
enjoying the leisurely pace! 

If anyone is interested in having a go, it’s not too late to get 
involved – the sessions are for men and women aged 50+, 
both experienced and beginners, and take place on MONDAYS 
11.30am-1pm at John Bunyan Sports & Fitness Centre, Bedford 
at a cost of £3 per session.
Pictured: Cricket East’s fi rst Walking Cricket team!

LETS Apprentice Fair
Lord’s Taverners Wicketz and the Luton Core City programmes 
are working together in the town developing options around 
the sustainability of projects and recently signed up to be a 
Supporting Partner to Community Interest Luton (CIL). One of 
its projects is offering young people attending cricket ‘products’ 
in the town the opportunity for signposting and job skills support 
through the Luton Employability Training Skills Hub (LETS). 

Cricket East will be represented at the LETS Apprentice Fair on 
27 March 11am-6pm at Venue Central, Luton. 

Cricket and Girlguiding
Cricket East continued the Girlguiding taster sessions across 
Huntingdonshire during February to give the girls the opportunity 
to try cricket! These sessions are a great platform to enthuse and 
generate interest by creating a fun atmosphere to show the girls 
what cricket is all about! 

On 7 February we visited Love’s Farm Guiding and Brownies 
in St Neots where 30 brownies and 21 guides took part. One 
Guide Leader commented: “It was an awesome night with the 
Cricket East team and we defi nitely showed the Spirit of Cricket! 
A massive thank you for our amazing kit bag and we will be back 
playing soon!”

We also visited Huntingdon Girlguides on 25 February – the girls 
at the session had very little experience other than a few who 
had played at school. We worked on their batting, fi elding and 
bowling skills and focused on teamwork! Rapid Fire, Conestrike 
and catching relay games were enjoyed by all. The group received 
a kitbag from us to carry on the fun after we left, and the girls 
wasted no time in setting up a game of Rapid Fire to carry on 
the fun. 

We aim to continue the partnership with Girlguiding into the 
summer and future years, linking with local cricket clubs to get as 
many new girls as possible into the game. 

Community groups such as Girlguiding are a great way of 
reaching new girls that previously may not have had much access 
to cricket, and hopefully signposting them to local clubs in time 
for the summer months!

If your cricket club has any links with local community groups 
like this, please get in touch to see how we can support you in 
creating stronger links and providing opportunities for children 
at these groups to come and play at your club.

Pictured: Love’s Farm Guiding & Brownies

Pictured: Huntingdon Girlguides

South Regional Young Adults 
Street Competition
On 18 February, Cricket East took two Luton Street teams 
to compete in the Chance to Shine Street South Regional 
Competition at Haileybury School in Hertford.

Teams from Surrey, Middlesex, Essex, Bristol and Oxford played 
a round-robin format of tape ball indoor matches which led to 
a Quarter Final, Semi-Final and a Final which was contested by 
both Surrey teams.

One of the Luton teams fi nished third after winning the third/
fourth place play-off match against Middlesex.

It was a fantastic day of Street cricket – played hard but in great 
spirit – which will culminate in Luton been a part of the National 
Finals later in the year.

Cricket East now has six Chance to Shine Street projects in 
Bedfordshire and the most recent starting at the beginning of 
March in Peterborough. This includes two projects in Luton that 
are for girls only.

For details, click HERE. 

To fi nd out more about the Chance to Shine Street project, click 
HERE.

Pictured: Third place for our Luton lads

Luton Wicketz Hubs 
The Wicketz project in Luton, funded by Lord’s Taverners, has 
now been delivering free cricket sessions to children in the 
town for over 3 years. The Hubs which run every week day now 
regularly see in excess of 150 children aged 8-18 – highlighting 
the passion for the game in the town.

The purpose of the project is to use cricket as a vehicle for social 
cohesion, to break down barriers, and bring communities closer 
together. As well as cricket, the children and young people are 
educated on some of the issues in and around Luton and what 
they can do to prevent these issues from escalating further. 

Luton Wicketz Development Offi cer Amran Malik said: “Cricket 
unites, it brings everyone together!” 

For details of Hubs, click HERE. 

Pictured: A recent Hightown Hub session with boys and girls executing reaction and 
batting drills

Peterborough Wicketz   
half-term success
During the February half-term, the Wicketz project in Peterborough 
ran FREE sessions for boys and girls aged 8-14 at Bushfi eld Sports 
Centre, Gladstone Community Centre and Focus Community 
Centre. With almost 70 children attending over the three days, 
the sessions offered a mixture of fi tness work, catching, bowling 
and batting drills and the sessions fi nished with a game of Kwik 
Cricket or pairs indoor cricket. The focus was on having fun!

More sessions are being planned to run in the Easter and May 
school breaks – watch this space for more details. Or come along 
to one of our Community Hubs running Monday to Wednesday 
each week – for details, click HERE.

Pictured: Kids at the Gladstone Community Centre session

Bedfordshire County 
Cricket Club
Congratulations to Cricket East’s Head of Performance Shaftab 
Khalid who has been selected to play for Bedfordshire County 
Cricket Club’s First XI in the coming season and will be attending 
training sessions this month. 

In his role as Head of Performance, Shaftab is currently creating 
a pathway within the Bedfordshire and Huntingdonshire County 
Age Groups to Bedfordshire U25s and Bedfordshire CCC First XI.

Shaftab has put forward the following players to train with 
himself and the Bedfordshire First team in March:

Musa Ilyas (Beds Under 17s)
George Whitcombe (Beds Under 17s)
Rowan Pollitt (Beds Under 17s) 
Ali ul Haq (Beds Under 17s)
Patrick Harrington (Hunts Under 18s) 
Jack Mousley (Beds Under 17s Lead Coach also training with 1st 
team)

Pictured: Shaftab Khalid, Cricket East’s Head of Performance

High Performance  
Education Day

Cricket East’s Bedfordshire and Huntingdonshire County Age 
Group Coaches attended a High Performance Education Day 
on Sunday 3 March at Northamptonshire County Cricket 
Club’s Indoor School. It was a fantastic event – all the coaches 
learned about strength and conditioning, fi elding drills, fast 
bowling, leadership and how to fi nd talented cricketers. This 
also gave them the opportunity to engage with other coaches 
from Buckinghamshire, Hertfordshire, Cambridgeshire as well as 
Northamptonshire county age group coaches. 

Regional Coach  
Development Session

Cricket East’s coaches – Shaftab Khalid (Head of Performance), 
Amran Malik (Luton Wicketz Development Offi cer), Phil Lewis 
(Women & Girls Offi cer) and Chris Gilthorpe (Hunts U13) – 
attended a Coach Development Session for our region on Monday 
4 March which was held at Kent’s County Ground, Beckenham. 
The session provided an opportunity to learn from Kevin Shine, 
National Lead Fast Bowling and Peter Such, National Lead 
Spin Bowling. 

There was also an opportunity to meet coaches and Directors 
from 13 counties covering the London and East region. Also in 
attendance was Jon Lewis, Young Lions Head Coach Sussex 
Cricket, Simon Willis, ECB Regional Talent Manager and Mo 
Bobat, ECB Player Identifi cation Lead.

Shaftab also met with David Graveney, former Chairman of the 
English Test Selectors, who had given him the opportunity for an 
England A tour to India in his earlier playing career.

Welcome Day
Cricket East will hold a Welcome 
Day on Sunday 10 March for all 
of Huntingdonshire’s new Young 
Cricketers and Bedfordshire’s 
U10s, 11s and 12s.

English former cricketer Kabir Ali will be there on the day to talk 
about his life in cricket as well as fi tness and player progression, 
kit supplier Serious Cricket will be present to showcase the range 
of kit and equipment available to players and talks will be given to 
parents and young cricketers on the programme plans for 2019.

One-to-one Cricket Coaching

During the February half term, over 40 young people signed up to 
Cricket East’s one-to-one specialist batting and bowling cricket 
coaching to get ready for the 2019 season! 

Young Leaders in Cricket 
Programme
Modules for this year’s Young Leaders in Cricket Programme are 
starting this month – to register for the programme click HERE! 

This programme offers young people between the ages of 14 and 
16 the opportunity to acquire new skills and develop leadership 
skills that will allow them to volunteer within their cricket club 
and/or school.

Training given is made up of fi ve modules: Activator Coaching; 
Umpiring and Scoring; Grounds Keeping, First Aid and Fundraising.

In addition to developing new skills, the benefi ts to the Young 
Leader include being a role model to younger members of their 
club, volunteering qualifi es for the Duke of Edinburgh Award 
scheme and the programme can be used in a University Personal 
Statement and/or CV.

Cricket East is working in partnership with the programme 
organisers to provide volunteer opportunities for the young 
leaders. If you have any projects or initiatives that you are 
involved with which require any external help, please get in touch 
as there could be additional support available.

NATIONAL PROGRAMMES
All Stars Cricket 2019

All Stars Cricket is now live for 2019 with bookings offi cially open! 
In its third year, All Stars Cricket is a nationwide programme that 
is designed to inspire fi ve- to eight-year-olds to take up cricket 
and provide a great fi rst experience of the game.

Putting fun right at the centre of this experience, All Stars Cricket 
aims to instil children with a lifelong love of our sport. We want 
today’s kids to remain in cricket for the long-term – whether 
that’s as players, volunteers, offi cials or spectators. 

The 2019 ICC World Cup will play a huge part in our All Stars 
sessions this year, with lots more fun skills and drills to take part 
in led by one of our fantastic All Stars Activators at your local club.

All Stars Cricket will be starting in May at over 40 Centres across 
Bedfordshire and Huntingdonshire - check out the local Centres 
HERE or to register your kids to take part for plenty of Big 
Moments and exciting days ahead, click HERE.

Pictured: Ampthill Town CC’s Head of Youth Dave Bradley was presented with an 
award recently recognising the Club as a 5 Star Centre for All Stars in 2018

Win the chance to be a 
trophy carrier
ECB is operating a prize draw for participants of All Stars Cricket 
to win the opportunity be a ‘Trophy Carrier’ at the ICC Men’s 
Cricket World Cup 2019. The selected winner will walk the CWC 
Trophy out to the pitch before the start of the match and be 
offered two additional tickets to bring parents and/or guardians. 
The competition will close at 11.59pm on 31 March 2019. More 
details HERE.
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CLUB SUPPORT

Become a Cricket World Cup 
Club in 2019
It’s not too late to become a Cricket World Cup Club and join in 
the celebrations this summer - the deadline has been extended 
to 30 April 2019! You can also receive £1,000 by applying to the 
Cricket World Cup Fund! 

We’d love to have more clubs celebrate with us - so far over 2,300 
clubs nationally have registered to become a CWC Club. 

Put on a family day at your club and engage a new audience 
through the excitement of the CWC. For registering your club, 
you’ll get a marketing booster pack including posters and bunting 
as well as a polo (for CWC Champions).

In support of the programme, your club could receive a £1,000 
grant to fund a project to digitise your clubhouse or improve 
catering facilities to enhance the CWC experience at your club! 

You could also win a PCA Masters match – one lucky club will win 
a PCA England Masters match for their club on Sunday 9 June. 
For full details, click HERE.

Please note that clubs need to register on the CWC website 
in the fi rst instance and then if they wish to apply for the CWC 
Club Fund, they need to download an application form, complete 
it and email it to clubfund2019@ecb.co.uk with invoices. 
Any questions about the process, please contact your Club & 
Community Manager. 

For details and to register, click HERE.

NatWest CricketForce
Over 20 clubs across Bedfordshire and Huntingdonshire have 
signed up so far to this year’s NatWest CricketForce weekend 
which will take place from 5 to 7 April.  The focus this year is on 
projects to digitise cricket clubs or improve catering provisions. 
From improving your club’s internet connection, to introducing 
digital points of sale for faster and easier payments, the 
possibilities are endless. You could create an area for people to 
socialise and watch cricket on a big screen, install a new kitchen 
or even create an outdoor social area for BBQ’s.

NatWest CricketForce is a nationwide initiative designed to bring 
clubs and local communities closer together, and ensure grounds 
and facilities are ready for the new season. With 2019 being 
the biggest summer of cricket in England and Wales, NatWest 
CricketForce will help clubs maximise opportunities.

Register your club HERE.

Get the Game On Small 
Grant Scheme
Following on from the decision to extend the CWC Club Fund 
window to 30 April, the “Get the Game On” Small Grant Scheme 
– wet weather funding (for covers and bowdrys) – will open to 
clubs on 1 April. 

The programme will operate in the same way as recent Small 
Grant schemes (not as per the CWC Club Fund). Please note the 
following:

•   The programme in 2019 is solely to fund wet weather equipment 
(covers and water removal)

•   Grants can be for £1,000 to £4,000 with a minimum of 10% 
partnership funding

•   Clubs will apply to Cricket East via a simple form

•   Clubs will require two competitive quotes from non-linked 
companies 

•   The application window for Clubs will be 1 April-30 May

•   Guidance notes and application forms will be distributed before 
the end of March

Watch this space for further details.

In Safe Hands
Club Welfare Offi cers are vital members of the club and are key to 
making a safe, welcoming and friendly environment for children 
to enjoy the game of cricket. 

Twenty Club Welfare Offi cers across Bedfordshire and 
Huntingdonshire updated their Safe Hands training in February 
and a further 29 have already signed up for training in March.

Bedfordshire and Huntingdonshire had very few child welfare 
issues during the 2018 season and this is testament to Cricket 
East’s ongoing efforts to ensure that clubs appoint and train their 
own Club Welfare Offi cer (CWO) as well as increased confi dence 
shown by Club Welfare Offi cers in being able to handle various 
in-club matters. 

Club Welfare Offi cer   
Pre-Season Briefi ngs 
Pre-season Briefi ng Sessions for Club Welfare Offi cers will be held 
as follows:

Thursday 25 April at Ickwell CC – book HERE

Tuesday 30 April at Flitwick CC – book HERE

Both meetings will begin at 7.30pm and last for approximately 
1 hour.

All Cricket East Club Welfare Offi cers are very welcome to 
attend either meeting.

CLUB COMPETITION

U19 Club T20 Competition
This vibrant ECB-backed competition is back again! It is open to 
young players aiming to keep them in club cricket and giving them 
the ‘cricket experience’ they want – playing with their friends, 
fast lively matches and a great social atmosphere. In 2018, over 
600 clubs took part nationally. 

This year, there will be a Cricket East competition running across 
Bedfordshire and Huntingdonshire. We aim to have a group 
stage before quarter fi nals to decide who makes it through to the 
Cricket East Finals Day, on a date to be confi rmed soon!

Expressions of interest are now required from clubs – simply 
email eddie.ballard@cricketeast.co.uk, giving your club name, 
club contact name, email address and phone number.

LEAGUES
Peterborough Midweek 
League progress

In early February, Cricket East staff attended the League’s AGM. 
It was reported that there has been positive progress to raise the 
League’s profi le over the last 12 months, which has included:

•  Affi liation process underway for the fi rst time 

•   Four new teams joining the League, including one with desires 
to be part of a ground sharing plan in the City and hopefully 
starting a youth section

•   Support given to this Club with funding for a Level 2 coaching 
course place 

•   New members of the Committee joining from the new teams

•   Recognition of long-standing Committee Member at OSCAs 

•   Developing use of Play-cricket

•   League pitch playing requirements part of grounds scoping 
work carried out in the City at the end of last year

•   Funded First Aid Kits and Team Rep Training delivered 
recently

•   Offi cials Awareness Training to be part of next year’s plans

•   Profi le of League raised by playing fi nals at Peterborough 
Town CC’s ground with appointed umpires

•   Enhanced publicity of League through Cricket East 
Newsletters

Bedfordshire Youth Cricket 
League
Roll on the 2019 cricket season! The Bedfordshire Youth Cricket 
League has an amazing 793 fi xtures for 2019 – up from 728 in 
2018, so a lot more Youth Cricket being played this year!

For details of fi xtures, click HERE.

YOUNG CRICKETERS INDOOR CRICKET
Huntingdonshire Indoor 
Cricket League
The 2018/2019 Huntingdonshire Indoor Cricket League run by 
Cricket East and Vivacity played its fi nal matches on Sunday 10 
February. The popular 6-a-side tournament has been running 
since the start of November 2018 at Bushfi eld Sports Centre in 
Peterborough.

Going into the fi nal round of matches, every match had 
something riding on it, with plenty to play for. Congratulations to 
2019 winners Ufford Park CC with runners up Hampton CC.

All matches were umpired and scored by members of the Hunts 
Association of Cricket Offi cials and our thanks go to Mark 
Webster, Peter Taylor, Ghafoor Rehman, John Bigham and Dave 
Loosely who scored and umpired throughout the season.

For further details and fi nal league table, click HERE. 

Huntingdonshire at the 
ECB Indoor National Club 
Championships
Huntingdonshire Indoor Cricket League winners Ufford Park CC 
played in the ECB Indoor National Club Championships County 
Play Offs at Eynsham on 17 February against Hook Norton CC 
(representing Oxfordshire).

A great effort was put in by the Ufford Park players, but regrettably 
Hook Norton won the match by 3 wickets.

Onwards and upwards for Ufford Park - they will be back in February 
2020 representing Huntingdonshire at the ECB Indoor National 
Club Championships County Play Off 2020 Indoor County Final 
next February (as winners of this year’s Huntingdonshire Indoor 
Cricket League).

For full details, click HERE.

Pictured: Back row left to right: Joe Harrington, Sandeep Dahiya and Andy Larkin, 
front row left to right: Muhammad Zahid Nadeem, Jan Neville (Captain) and 
Jonathan Bigham

Bedfordshire Indoor Cricket 
League Division Two winners

Congratulations to Blunham Cricket Club on an ‘invincible 
season’ as they win Division Two without losing a match. 

All other division results will reach their conclusion in the next few 
weeks. 

Follow the League on Play-Cricket HERE.

Bedfordshire at the ECB 
Indoor National Club 
Championship 
As winners of the 2017/18 Bedfordshire Indoor Cricket League, 
Potton Town Cricket Club qualifi ed to play in this year’s ECB 
Indoor National Club Championship. In the County Play-Offs 
they beat Cromer CC and then in the Regional Final Semi-Final 
they faced Neyland CC who won by 6 wickets. For full details, click 
HERE.

Lutonian Crystal Indoor Cup
The Lutonian Crystal Sports Indoor six a side cricket league 
cup played on Sunday 24 February at the Venue 360 with Raja 
Panthers winners over Awais Eagles.

Indoor Big Bash First Charity 
Cricket Tournament

The inaugural Indoor Big Bash Charity Cricket Tournament took 
place over two Sundays (10 and 17 February) at Challney Boys 
School, Luton.

Congratulations to Gladiators who beat Barbarians in the fi nal 
by 49 runs to be crowned IBB Cup Champions 2019 in aid of 
Discover Islam Luton!

IBB are grateful to Challney High School for Boys for sponsoring 
this event as part of their community engagement programme 
led by Mr Aabid Khan (Associate Senior Leader). Head Teacher, 
Daniel Connor, conducted the awards ceremony and presented 
the prestigious trophies to the winners and runners up.

It was an all-round wonderful day with tremendous support from 
the community, raising close to £2500 for needy causes around 
Luton. It is hoped that this tournament will now run annually.

COACHING

ECB Coach Support Worker
There are still places available on our ECB Coach Support Worker 
courses taking place in April. These courses are for individuals 
who wish to support qualifi ed coaches in the delivery of cricket 
coaching sessions within a club environment. 

6 April 9am-4.30pm at Bedford College – book HERE

17 April 10am-3pm at One Leisure Sawtry – book HERE

For further details, click HERE.

Women in Cricket Coaching
Three ladies that have been attending the indoor Women’s Soft 
Ball Cricket sessions in Luton since they started last October have 
been inspired to become cricket coaches! They are currently 
undertaking the ECB Certifi cate in Coaching Children’s Cricket 
Level 2 coaching courses in Bedford and Luton. Meeta, Samina 
and Meera talk about their experiences and what they hope to 
do once they are qualifi ed coaches.

“I am really enjoying the course as it has allowed me to learn 
so much more about the game. I was anxious about starting 
it, as I was likely to be the only female! However, I am not the 
only female and the guys on the course have been brilliant and 
very supportive. The course tutors are great and perceptive to my 
needs. I am hoping with the qualifi cation I will be able to help 
with promoting women’s cricket within Luton but also help the 
club with supporting the girls’ coach.” – Meeta 

“The course has been an excellent experience. I have thoroughly 
enjoyed the practical sessions and have learned a great deal 
about coaching tools practices and core principles. I am currently 
taking part in coaching girls only cricket, also sessions with 
children age 6+. After I qualify, I intend to focus on coaching 
children and ladies. I will try to encourage more females to get 
involved in cricket.” – Samina  

“A great experience and time challenging but defi nitely worth 
it! It’s been fun and enjoyable to learn the ‘theory’ while doing 
the course/sessions and then exciting to be able to deliver the 
supported practice sessions once planned. The best bits for me 
have been seeing how much potential we all have regardless of 
age, gender, ability, etc. I found the course to be very inclusive 
and everyone’s gaining by learning more about cricket and 
themselves. Once qualifi ed, I hope to be able to coach young girls 
and adults in Luton especially with the World Cup approaching 
and encourage more female participation and interest among 
the community.” – Meera
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