
INDOOR CRICKET
Bedfordshire Indoor Cricket 
League winners
Last month we reported that Blunham CC B Team were Division 
2 champions. This month we congratulate Division 1 winners 
Flitwick CC A Team, Division 3 winners Ampthill Town CC B 
Team and Division 4 winners Sandy CC. Well done to all teams 
and players taking part in the 2018/19 season and for giving us 
some great indoor cricket! For the fi nal League Tables, click HERE. 

Flitwick CC A Team will represent Bedfordshire at the ECB Indoor 
National Club Championships County Play Off 2020 County 
Final next February (as winners of this year’s Bedfordshire Indoor 
Cricket League).

For the 2019/20 winter, a new Division 5 is being created and 
the League currently has 5 vacancies for new teams/clubs to join. 
The League is encouraging applications from all Bedfordshire 
affi liated clubs - it is a good opportunity for youngsters to develop! 
Applications to Mark Wynn at Bedsindoorleague@yahoo.com.

Pictured: Division 1 winners Flitwick CC A Team

Pictured: Division 3 winners Ampthill Town CC B Team

Pictured: Division 4 winners Sandy CC

COACHING
ECB Coach  
Awards 2019
ECB’s annual reward and recognition scheme says thank you 
to people that have made a signifi cant contribution to cricket, 
coaching and the development of coaches.

This year’s scheme is now open - and you can nominate a person 
or a club in one of four categories – Young Coach of the Year, 
Coach of the Year, Outstanding Contribution and Coaching 
Club of the Year. Nominations can be made by anyone using 
an online form and the closing date for nominations is 31 May 
2019. 

After the closing date, Cricket East will judge the entries selecting 
an overall winner for each category. All county winners will be 
invited to an ECB Coach Awards event later in the year. A national 
winner and two fi nalists for each category will be selected by an 
ECB panel.

To download full details and to start nominating, click HERE. 

One-to-one coaching 
sessions

To get players ready for the 2019 season, Cricket East’s specialist 
batting and bowling cricket one-to-one coaching sessions with 
fully qualifi ed ECB coaches will run through the Easter break at 
venues in Bedford and Peterborough. The 45-minute sessions are 
open to all ages and cost £35. Places are limited, so book early to 
avoid disappointment.

Bedford College – book HERE
• Monday 8 April 10am-6pm
• Wednesday 10 April 10am-6pm
• Friday 12 April 10am-6pm
• Monday 15 April 10am-5pm
• Tuesday 16 April 10am-5pm

Thomas Deacon Academy, Peterborough – book HERE
• Tuesday 16 April 10am-4.45pm
• Thursday 18 April 10am-4.45pm

ECB Coach Support Worker
There are still places available on our ECB Coach Support 
Worker course taking place in April. This course is for individuals 
who wish to support qualifi ed coaches in the delivery of cricket 
coaching sessions within a club environment. 

17 April 10am-3pm at One Leisure Sawtry – book HERE

For further details, click HERE.

Pictured: Candidates being put through their paces during the game-based learning 
module of the ECB Certifi cate in Coaching Young People & Adults Level 2 course 
currently being run at Bedford College – looking at developing tactical awareness!

COMPETITIONS

U19 Club T20 Competition
This vibrant ECB-backed competition is back again! It is open 
to young players aiming to keep them in club cricket and giving 
them the ‘cricket experience’ they want – playing with their 
friends, fast lively matches and a great social atmosphere. In 
2017, over 600 clubs took part nationally. 

This year, there will be a Cricket East competition running across 
Bedfordshire and Huntingdonshire. We aim to have a group 
stage before quarter fi nals to decide who makes it through to the 
Cricket East Finals Day, on a date to be confi rmed soon!

Expressions of interest are now required from clubs – simply 
email eddie.ballard@cricketeast.co.uk, giving your club name, 
club contact name, email address. 

Jaidka Cup 2019 
The Jaidka Cup has been played since 1934 and this year it will 
run as “The Hundred”, ie. the new format being introduced by 
the ECB for 2020. The Jaidka has traditionally been played on 
Wednesdays in May/June and this will continue.

Clubs are invited to enter this historical competition - please 
click HERE for playing conditions. Deadline for entries is Friday 
12 April by email to peterboroughtowncc@hotmail.co.uk. 

ECB City Cup 
2019
The ECB City Cup Competition is returning to Luton in 2019 – 
there will be some changes to the format and entry criteria this 
year – so watch this space for details! The trial date will be Friday 
24 May 6pm at Luton Town & Indians CC – so Save The Date 
and matches will start on Friday 7 June at the same venue. 

The local final will take place in July and a select XI will then go 
forward to play in a national quarter-final.

Kia Summer Smash
Kia have partnered with The Cricketer magazine to launch the 
Kia Summer Smash – a unique new competition for recreational 
women cricketers giving them the opportunity to play at the Kia 
Oval and be crowned Kia Summer Smash champions.

The competition, open to women’s clubs in the UK, will take place 
over four weekends during the height of summer at regional 
festivals, with the winner of each regional festival competing at 
the Kia Oval on Friday 20 September.

Played in an exciting T10 format, each regional festival will be 
contested by 12 teams, with the sides split into groups to ensure 
they enjoy several competitive games, before a fi nal to determine 
the winner.

As well as competitive cricket, each regional festival will be 
a celebration of this great game, with fun family activities for 
spectators including coaching masterclasses run by former Ashes 
winner Lydia Greenway, representing her acclaimed coaching 
programme Cricket for Girls.

For more information and to enter the Kia Summer smash, click 
HERE.  

CLUB SUPPORT

Cricket World Cup Fund
The Cricket World Cup Fund is still open until the end of the 
month – so don’t miss out! 

Several local clubs have already benefi tted from the £1000 grant 
to fund a project to digitise their clubhouse or improve catering 
facilities and make their club a more inviting place. 

Cricket Clubs in Bedfordshire and Huntingdonshire that have 
made successful applications to the Fund include Eaton Socon, 
Houghton & Wyton, Southill Park, St Ives & Warboys, Elstow, 
Ickwell and Godmanchester. Items that have been purchased 
with their Cricket World Cup funding have included picnic benches, 
BBQ’s, patio furniture, coffee machines and broadband services – 
all aimed at enhancing the CWC experience at their club!

If your club would like to apply for the CWC Club Fund – fi rst, 
register on the CWC website, then download an application 
form, complete it and email it to clubfund2019@ecb.co.uk with 
invoices. Any questions about the process, please contact your 
Club & Community Manager. 

For details and to register, click HERE.

Get exclusive ICC Cricket 
World Cup deals!
The ECB and Sky have teamed up to help Cricket Clubs make the 
most of a bumper summer of cricket on Sky Sports.

Clubs can enjoy exclusive discounts on Samsung TVs and Sky 
Soundbox as well as savings on Sky WiFi, to help provide the 
ultimate cricket viewing experience in your club.

Plus, show the biggest games and the biggest stars from across 
the world of sport, with action from the Premier League run in, 
EFL play-offs, the UEFA Nations League, Formula 1, darts and 
much more.

Don’t miss out – sign up before 30 April to take advantage of 
these exclusive deals and celebrate a stunning summer of cricket.

Click HERE for more information.

NatWest CricketForce   
5-7 April
Over 30 Cricket Clubs across Bedfordshire and Huntingdonshire 
will be getting stuck in this weekend at the annual three-day event 
to ensure grounds and facilities are ready for a HUGE summer of 
cricket in 2019. 

Now in its 18th year, NatWest Cricketforce has grown into one of 
the biggest sports volunteering initiatives in the country and has 
previously won a Sport Industry award for its pioneering work in 
helping clubs engage with local communities. 

With 2019 being the biggest summer of cricket in England 
and Wales, NatWest CricketForce will help clubs maximise 
opportunities.

If you would like to get involved and lend a hand to help your 
local cricket club get ready for the new season, please click HERE 
to see which clubs are taking part in this year’s event. It would be 
great if you could spare some time to help – see you there!

Cricket East hopes that all clubs have successful CricketForce 
events – please post your activities on social media or let us know 
how it goes by emailing sally.church@crickketeast.co.uk. 

For more information, click HERE. 

In Safe Hands
With 44 Club Welfare Offi cers updating their Safe Hands training 
in February and March, Cricket East is proud to now have 125 
fully trained Club Welfare Offi cers across Bedfordshire and 
Huntingdonshire who will help make a safe, welcoming and 
friendly environment for children to enjoy cricket. We thank our 
wonderful volunteers!

Club Welfare Offi cers can also attend a Pre-Season Briefi ng as 
follows: 

Thursday 25 April at Ickwell CC – book HERE

Tuesday 30 April at Flitwick CC – book HERE

Both meetings will begin at 7.30pm and last for approximately 
1 hour.

All Cricket East Club Welfare Offi cers are very welcome to 
attend either meeting.

New kit supplier for 
Huntingdonshire
Serious Cricket are delighted to announce a new four-year 
partnership with Huntingdonshire to become the offi cial kit 
supplier to the County. 

The partnership which started in March sees the County move 
into a brand-new bespoke designed match shirt which will 
be delivered to players doorsteps in just 5-7 days from order. 
Alongside this, Huntingdonshire will move into the Serious 
Core Navy/Yellow training range which covers all the off-fi eld 
requirements of the players, coaches and supporters.

Talking about the new partnership, Serious Cricket National 
Sales Manager Pete Brailey said: “We are delighted to add a 
further county to our stable of counties and clubs that use us 
as their o�  cial kit supplier. Having worked with Cricket East 
during the past two seasons and understanding the needs 
of Huntingdonshire, it was a perfect match to expand on 
the already successful partnership with Bedfordshire Young 
Cricketers. Working closely with Shaftab and his sta�  team at 
Huntingdonshire, it was vital to make sure the agreement met the 
needs of the County, coaches, players and parents. The players 
are not only benefi tting from some fantastic new clothing, but 
on their successful selection into the training squads, players 
are o� ered a substantial discount o�  the RRP of all equipment 
purchased via the Serious Cricket online store.

“As part of the partnership, Serious Cricket have already 
delivered a roadshow which allowed Huntingdonshire players 
the opportunity to purchase their new clothing safe in the 
knowledge that they have the right sizes for the season ahead 
while also having the chance to add names and numbers making 
their kit that extra bit special.

“Maintaining the highest quality with that added personal service 
is at the heart of our company ethos and we are delighted that 
we have partnered with Huntingdonshire which strengthens our 
position as the leading personalised cricket clothing company in 
the UK.”

Players, coaches and supporters will be able to purchase the 
new kit from the dedicated Huntingdonshire Club Shop which 
can be accessed HERE. 

Pictured: Performance Lead Shaftab Khalid (left) with Serious Cricket’s Pete Brailey 
and the new Huntingdonshire kit

Bedfordshire Award  
Winners 2018
Well done to the Bedfordshire Young Cricketers award winners 
for 2018 for the Under 14 age group:

Best Batsman – Danyaal Khalid: Top scorer with 544 runs, with 
one Hundred (116 runs) and three Fifties

Best Bowler – Dilan Sheemar: Top wicket taker, 26 wickets in 
the season

Cricketer of the Year – Nabil Moughal: 511 runs in the season 
with 6 Fifties and top score of 85, took 11 wickets, 6 catches in 
the season
Nabil and Danyaal are both part of the Regional EPP for Essex.

Pictured: Danyaal (left picture) and Nabil (right) with Performance Lead Shaftab 
Khalid and Chris Scott, MCC Head Cricket Coach, University of Cambridge

Young Cricketers kit 
sponsorship
Cricket East would like to thank three new kit sponsors - Qapitol 
QA Services Pvt. Ltd who is sponsoring the Huntingdonshire 
U17s, TheAssetPlus.com who is sponsoring the Bedfordshire 
U10s and Clive Wiley Ltd who is sponsoring the Bedfordshire 
U11s.

Being a supporter of our County Age Group Cricket is a 
fantastic way to be part of the development of youth cricket 
in Bedfordshire and Huntingdonshire as well as having the 
opportunity to receive recognition on our website and social 
media.

If you are interested in sponsoring a Cricket East County Age 
Group and working with us to help safeguard the future of 
county age group cricket in Bedfordshire and Huntingdonshire, 
please contact Performance Lead Shaftab Khalid at shaftab.
khalid@cricketeast.co.uk or call 07785 321347. 

Pictured: Newly logoed shirts with Cricket East’s Performance Lead Shaftab Khalid 
(L) and Serious Cricket’s Pete Brailey

Young Leaders in Cricket 
Programme
Thirty-seven young people between the ages of 14 and 16 
have so far registered to undertake the Young Leaders in Cricket 
Programme across Bedfordshire and Huntingdonshire and 
the fi rst modules will start in April. It’s not too late to join the 
programme – to register, click HERE! 

The programme offers young people between the ages of 
14 and 16 the opportunity to acquire new skills and develop 
leadership skills that will allow them to volunteer within their 
cricket club and/or school.

Training given is made up of fi ve modules: Activator Coaching; 
Umpiring and Scoring; Grounds Keeping, First Aid and 
Fundraising. Leaders receive certifi cates of completion for each 
module and an invite to Lord’s on completion. 

In addition to developing new skills, the benefi ts to the Young 
Leader include being a role model to younger members of their 
club, volunteering qualifi es for the Duke of Edinburgh Award 
scheme and the programme can be used in a University Personal 
Statement and/or CV.

Cricket East is working in partnership with the programme 
organisers to provide volunteer opportunities for the young 
leaders. If you have any projects or initiatives that you are 
involved with which require any external help, please get in 
touch as there could be additional support available.

Host a youth county fi xture

Would your club be able help to host County Cricket this coming 
season? If so, our Bedfordshire and Huntingdonshire Young 
cricketers from U10s to U17s are looking for venues to host 
county age group matches this summer and we have several 
gaps to fi ll.

Hosting a fi xture is an opportunity to showcase your club’s 
facilities, raise valuable funds and help provide the young 
players with great experience.

If you could help, please get in touch with Phil Lewis on 07791 
582337 or via email at phil.lewis@cricketeast.co.uk

SCHOOLS
School All Stars Taster 
Sessions & Assemblies
With the Chance to Shine Programmes and All Stars Taster Sessions 
and Assemblies well underway in schools across Bedfordshire and 
Huntingdonshire, thousands of children have already had a great 
fi rst experience of All Stars Cricket, meeting Twinkle and enjoying 
some fun All Stars games! 

Pictured: Children enjoying All Stars Cricket at Church End Lower School, Marston 
Moretaine

Free school resources
Cricket charity Chance to Shine has created a powerful bank of 
FREE resources for primary schools, so teachers can lead their 
own cricket sessions with confi dence – you don’t need to have 
any prior knowledge or be a cricket expert to share the fun!

The Cricket World Cup is coming to England and Wales in 2019! 
Get your school celebrating this incredible event with the fun and 
engaging curriculum-linked KS1 and KS2 resources, designed to 
enrich your pupils’ learning across a range of subjects. 

There a six half-termly projects, developed with teachers and 
look out for a range of prizes and rewards for all schools who get 
involved! For example, within Welcome to our Pitch – you can 
challenge your pupils to name the 10 countries that are taking 
part and then come up with a way to welcome the players of the 
ICC Cricket World Cup to England and Wales. 

Chance to Shine has introduced the game and its educational 
benefi ts, to more than four million boys and girls in over 15,000 
state schools, since 2005. Find out how the game can inspire, 
engage and develop young people of all abilities. 

Sign up for your FREE resources HERE.

Yorkshire Tea National 
Cricket Week 
Every year, pupils all over the country enjoy a week of cricket-
themed activity in the classroom, on the playground and in local 
communities as part of Yorkshire Tea National Cricket Week. 
This year, Yorkshire Tea National Cricket Week will run Monday 
24-Friday 28 June 2019 so be sure to keep that week free for a 
fantastic, inspirational week of cricket!

Sign up by 24 May and get a set of Chance to Shine coaching 
cards which give lots of ideas on coaching sessions that you can 
run in your school, get an exclusive 20% Gray-Nicolls discount so 
you can get all the equipment you need to run cricket sessions at 
your school, and stickers to reward your pupils for taking part in 
the best celebration of cricket this year! 

Everyone who signs up for Yorkshire Tea National Cricket Week will 
also be entered into a draw to win some amazing prizes including 
a visit from Chance to Shine Ambassador and former-cricketer 
James Taylor and a year’s supply of Yorkshire Tea! Schools will 
be sent digital resources to provide ideas for running a cricket 
coaching session, a learn cricket-themed classroom session as 
well as a special Yorkshire Tea National Cricket Week geography 
lesson!

For more details and to sign up, click HERE. 

Teacher CPD
Cricket East has been running teacher Continuing Professional 
Development (CPD) as part of the Chance to Shine Full Schools 
Programme at schools across Bedfordshire and Huntingdonshire. 
Teachers from schools within the East Beds School Sports 
Partnership took part in a cricket CPD session at Arthur Mellows 
Village College in March, upskilling themselves to be able to teach 
their children the correct techniques and skills.

Trainee teacher workshop

Cricket East visited the University of Bedfordshire on 21 March 
to run a three-hour workshop with Primary PE Specialist students. 
The session aimed to give the PE students more confi dence in their 
ability to coach cricket once they are qualifi ed teachers in their 
schools and enable them to deliver fun and engaging sessions to 
try and encourage children in secondary schools to take part in 
more cricket both in and out of school.

Club & Community Managers Sam Rose and Will Sneath went 
through an hour of theory, signed the students up to the brilliant 
Chance to Shine online portal that has FREE resources for teachers 
and coaches, and talked about the important role that PE plays in 
the development of each child and the impact they can have as a 
PE teacher. The second half of the session was in the sports hall, 
trying out some new skills and drills that changed the way they 
might have thought about teaching cricket, and some fun ways 
to progress a lesson from start to fi nish. 

Sam said: “It was a great experience for us to be able to work 
with the next generation of teachers! They had lots of fun and 
developed skills and knowledge around teaching cricket in a 
school environment.”

OTHER NEWS

Inspiring Generations 
In January 2019, the England and Wales Cricket Board (ECB) 
announced the new strategy for 2020-24: Inspiring Generations 
– a blueprint for the future of cricket from grassroots right up to 
the top end of the professional game.

The new strategy – which will come into play from January 2020 
– will see over £500 million pounds being invested into the game 
during the reach of the strategy with 26 specifi c action areas 
being targeted to deliver across 6 strategic priorities:

Grow and Nurture the Core – ensure that there is a thriving 
county network at the heart of the domestic game

Inspire through Elite Teams – create and celebrate the heroes at 
the pinnacle of the elite game

Make Cricket Accessible – give more people the opportunity to 
engage with cricket more often

Engage Children and Young People – inspire a new generation 
of players and fans to develop a love for cricket

Transform Women’s and Girls’ Cricket – drive cricket’s progress 
to becoming a truly gender-neutral sport

Support our Communities – use our purpose to connect 
communities and improve lives more broadly across society

In creating its new vision, the ECB acknowledges that recreational 
cricket is the lifeblood of the game. In total 22 of the 26 strategic 
activities will be delivered and funded through the county 
network.

On behalf of the Cricket East Leadership Team, Sam Rose 
welcomes the new strategy. He said: “It is an exciting time for 
cricket, and we are delighted to see that the recreational game 
is at the very heart of developments over the next fi ve years. 
Looking ahead to 2020 and beyond, Cricket East will be working 
hard to identify how we can grow and nurture what we already do 
to support our fantastic volunteers working hard within our clubs, 
but also how we can capitalise on the exciting new opportunities 
that will come about as a result of the new strategy. In line with 
the strategy, we aim to inspire through our county age group 
programme pathway, make cricket accessible to people of all ages 
and backgrounds, and support our communities in the process.

“Transforming Women and Girls’ cricket is right at the very top 
of our agenda, and we aim to take our Women & Girls’ Clubs 
on a new journey to grow the game, with help from our vibrant 
schools’ programmes.

“We thank you for your continued support and look forward to 
working alongside you all to make everything mentioned above 
come to life in the coming years.”

To see the full Inspiring Generations Strategy document, click 
HERE.

One club’s vision
Huntingdon & District Cricket Club are already embracing the 
ECB’s new Inspiring Generations Strategy with their youth plans. 

In order to keep children in the sport, the club is focusing on 
ensuring they have a safe, fun and friendly environment – so it’s 
not just about the cricket, it’s a place to meet friends and do 
something different, while developing and building cricket skills.

The Club has decided to change from a summer club to an all-
seasons club! In order to maintain costs, parents have agreed to 
pay a monthly membership of £15 per child. This will help the 
club with fi nances and gives parents peace of mind that anything 
they need to pay for is covered in the subscription. The Club has 
adopted a fl exible policy for those who may not be able to afford 
the monthly subscription and will work with those parents to 
ensure children can still play and enjoy themselves. 

Monthly membership will include all match and training fees 
(excluding one-to-one sessions), training shirt and trousers kindly 
supplied by Surridge Sports and free inclusion to a summer camp 
in the school break.

Mike Farmer, Youth Development Offi cer at the Club said: “As the 
Club is called ‘Huntingdon & District’ and is part of a large town, 
I felt that it should be one of the biggest and best! To become 
a more attractive club, we are focusing on ‘how we look’ to the 
community and to other clubs. We have secured Surridge Sports 
to provide our youth training kits (adults are now following suit) 
and we are using social media (Facebook and Instagram) to 
promote the club and its activities. 

“We have lots to be proud of and shout about including 5 children 
who are county players – two U11 boys, one U9 girl, one U13 girl 
and one U15 boy. Also, last year our U9s reached the county fi nals 
with all the players being newcomers to the sport and bonding 
well to reach such a great achievement.

“Upcoming plans include promoting our All Stars Cricket in the 
town centre, a two- week summer camp in the school break for 
children of all ages, an U9 tournament at Hemingford Grey on 19 
May and the Cricket World Cup will be shown at the Club as much 
as possible over the summer!”

The club will also be celebrating the start of the season with a 
club event on Sunday 14 April. The day will kick off at 10am with 
NatWest CricketForce where family and friends will be getting 
the ground ready for the new season. Membership sign up will be 
1-2pm and a ‘Club War’ – Senior v Youth will take place 2-5pm. 
The bar will be open and there will be a BBQ! 

The club are clearly working hard to secure their future and Cricket 
East commends them for their forward-thinking approach. We 
wish them every success with their youth development plans.   

Book a site visit with 
Durant Cricket
If your club is making plans to improve facilities this season and 
you’d like some advice on the products you need, what the likely 
costs are and how to put a plan in place to get it all underway, 
contact Durant Cricket – our ground cricket equipment partner 
– to book a site visit at your club before the start of the season. 
Call Durant Cricket on 01572 822013 including evenings and 
weekends or email enquiries@durantcricket.co.uk

Pictured: Peterborough Town CC’s electronic scoreboard

Win a day at Lord’s    
for 4 people

We’ve got a great prize draw for clubs to win a fantastic day out 
at Lord’s on Friday 26 July, to watch England vs Ireland in a 
historic test match after the Cricket World Cup and before the 
Ashes series kicks off, all courtesy of ExtraCover Insurance.

All you need to do is to renew your cover with ExtraCover Insurance 
for 2019 or ask them for a quote for your cricket club insurance if 
your cover is provided elsewhere.

The winning clubs will each be invited to bring four people to 
Lord’s and will be treated to a day’s hospitality, with a superb 
view of the ground from a private box, a buffet lunch, afternoon 
tea and a complimentary bar throughout the day.

So if you haven’t asked ExtraCover insurance for a quote yet, now 
is the time to email a copy of your insurance schedule and they’ll 
come back to you with a like for like quote in the fi rst instance 
– call the team for free on 0800 289301 or email extracover@
marswool.com

OFFICIATING

Introductory Umpire Course 
for Women  
The Bedfordshire Association of Cricket Offi cials is keen to 
promote cricket awareness for all and is offering a FREE 
Introductory Umpire Course for Women on Thursday 11 April 
at Flitwick Cricket Club MK45 5AA starting at 8pm (doors open 
at 7.30pm). This short two-hour stand-alone course will give any 
cricket enthusiast curious about becoming an umpire a taste for 
what the role entails, and outline what lies ahead if you would like 
to pursue your interest. Further details from paul.barnes780@
ntlworld.com.

COUNTY CC FIXTURES

Bedfordshire & 
Huntingdonshire – April 2019
Sun 14 April 11am: 
Huntingdonshire v Cambridgeshire University CC at Ketton CC

Sun 28 April 11am: 
Bedfordshire v Berkshire at Dunstable Town CC 

WOMEN & GIRLS
Women’s County Cricket Day 
Monday 6 May 

Ahead of the 2019 cricket season, a new social media campaign 
has been launched aimed at getting more county cricket supporters 
watching their women’s team and attending a women’s match 
on one specifi c “Women’s County Cricket Day” – Bank Holiday 
Monday 6 May.

The new campaign will promote women’s county cricket to a 
wider audience and encourage cricket lovers across the country to 
get out and discover a part of the game they may not know much 
about.

England stars such as Heather Knight (Berkshire), Katherine Brunt 
(Yorkshire) and Anya Shrubsole (Somerset) are likely to be in action 
on the Bank Holiday Monday, using it as a chance to hone their 
skills ahead of this summer’s Women’s Ashes.

Former England captain Charlotte Edwards said: “It’s important 
we raise awareness of women’s county cricket, and hopefully as 
a result we’ll get more cricket lovers watching and following their 
local counties.”

Discover the hidden gem that is women’s county cricket by 
attending your nearest match! Come along to Division 3 match 
Cambridgeshire v Netherlands at Bluntisham Cricket Club PE28 
3LR. For a full list of women’s county fi xtures for Monday 6 May, 
click HERE. All matches are scheduled to start at 11am.  

Lady Taverners U13 & U15 
Schools Indoor Competitions 
2019
The Lady Taverners Indoor Schools Competitions for Under 
13 and Under 15 girls across the counties of Bedfordshire and 
Huntingdonshire took place during March. The County Finals were 
the culminating events in a programme aimed at increasing the 
level of girls’ cricket across the counties. 

This year’s competitions saw a great standard of play and some 
fantastic competitive matches.

Congratulations to the winners of the County Finals:

Bedfordshire: U13 – Stockwood Park Academy, Luton and U15 - 
Bedford Modern School

Huntingdonshire: U13 – The Peterborough School and U15 – St 
Ivo School, St Ives 

The winners now progress to the Lady Taverners Eastern Region 
Finals which will be held on 26 April (U13) and 1 May (U15) at 
the University of Cambridge Sports Centre. The regional winners 
will progress to the National Finals on Tuesday 21 May Under 13 
and Wednesday 22 May Under 15 at Lord’s.

Good luck to our schools and all the girls at the Regional Finals 
later this month.

Pictured: U13 Beds winners, Stockwood Park

Pictured: Beds U15 Final winners, Bedford Modern School

Pictured: Hunts U15 Final winners, St Ivo

ALL STARS CRICKET 2019

All Stars Cricket – Participants
With only 5 weeks to go until All Stars Cricket 2019 kicks off – 
those sunny evenings are not too far away! 

All Stars Cricket Programme features:
• For all boys and girls aged fi ve to eight
• Delivered nationwide at over 2,000 centres
• Eight one-hour sessions, held over eight weeks
• Emphasis on fun and being active
• Focus on developing your child’s movement skills
• Safe and fully accredited
• Easy online registration

Every child that registers will receive a backpack full of goodies 
including a cricket bat, ball, activity book, personalised shirt and 
cap all sent straight to your door.

All Stars Cricket will be starting in May at over 40 Centres across 
Bedfordshire and Huntingdonshire - check out the local Centres 
HERE or to register your kids to take part for plenty of Big Moments 
and exciting days ahead, click HERE.

All Stars Cricket – Clubs
We are now fully into marketing and programme sign-up mode 
at Cricket East! Our team are working hard promoting the 
programme in local schools and communities resulting in over 500 
participants already signed up – this is almost double to where we 
were this time last year which is exciting news! 

To date, there are over 40 Centres taking part across Bedfordshire 
and Huntingdonshire – and it’s not too late to become an All Stars 
Cricket Centre – please get in touch as soon as possible so we can 
support your club in the process. 

A reminder to all clubs that you can download marketing material 
from the resources section on your Clubspark account. Please make 
use of this and market as wide as you can both within your club 
and externally to the local community. We will soon be into the 
school Easter break and it’s important that we all work together 
to spread the word and get as many kids and families signed up 
to the programme.

All Stars Cricket Activators 
Training

All Stars Cricket Activator Training for Bedfordshire and 
Huntingdonshire All Stars Cricket Centres is now available to book 
as follows:

Thursday 25 April 6.30pm at Huntingdon & District CC – book 
HERE

Monday 29 April 6.30pm at Flitwick CC – book HERE

If an Activator cannot make either of these sessions, then other 
dates are available, detailed on the booking link.

The course is FREE and open to existing Activators looking to brush 
up on their skills and any new Activators that are lined up to be 
involved this year. It is open to anyone aged 16+ - so perhaps the 
perfect stepping stone for any juniors with potential to become 
coaches in future years.

We would advise any existing Activators to book on if they 
didn’t attend last year, as the content and innovative ideas have 
progressed since the fi rst course in 2017.

With numbers looking like they may increase, this is a fantastic 
opportunity to see a new generation of children come into the 
game. So, identifying any new activators to be able to offer 
support at All Stars Cricket Centres would be fantastic.

For further details about All Stars Cricket Activators, click HERE.

COMMUNITY

ICC Cricket World Cup 
Trophy is coming to 
Peterborough
Cricket fever is now in full swing across England and Wales, as 
the 100-day schedule for the ICC Cricket World Cup Trophy Tour, 
driven by Nissan, was launched on 19 February! 

The famous trophy will be at Peterborough Town Cricket Club, 
Dalrod Sports Ground (next to the City Hospital) on Saturday 27 
April from 2pm as part of the countdown to cricket’s showpiece 
tournament.

Cricket East, in partnership with Peterborough Town Cricket 
Club, is planning a FREE Family Fun Day of Cricket for the 
community to come and watch, have a go and spark excitement 
about this summer’s World Cup.

The day will kick off at 10.45am with community cricket matches 
between Peterborough and Luton Wicketz Hubs. At 12pm a local 
cricket club Under 9 Tournament will take place on the Astro pitch 
and at 12.15pm the Northants Premier League match between 
Peterborough Town and Rushden will get underway. There will 
also be All Stars Cricket Taster sessions for 5-8-year-olds at 1pm 
and 4pm and ladies can have a go at Women’s Soft Ball Cricket 
at 2pm.

In addition, the bar will be open all day and there will be a 
selection of food to celebrate some of the countries playing in 
the World Cup.

Cricket East Club & Community Manager Will Sneath said: “With 
the ICC Cricket World Cup coming to England this year, we have 
a once in a generation chance to inspire people to get involved 
with our great game.

“Having the world cup in Peterborough is a very exciting 
opportunity and a real boost for the area as we gear up for what 
promises to be a fantastic summer of cricket. 

“I am delighted that Peterborough Town CC is hosting the day – 
it gives us a chance to show the town what cricket has to o� er, 
engage with existing cricket fans and attract people that maybe 
don’t follow or play the game and show them that cricket can be 
a sport for everyone.”

Peterborough Town Cricket Club Chairman Brian Howard added: 
“We are delighted at the Club to have been asked by the ECB 
to host the ICC World Cup Trophy Tour on behalf of the City 
of Peterborough. We plan to make the day a festival of cricket 
activities, with the trophy being on display for photo opportunities 
from 2pm.” 

For further details, click HERE.

Cricket and Girlguiding
Cricket East attended the Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire East 
and West Girlguides Training Day event on Saturday 9 March 
at Bedford Academy to build on the recent success of taster 
sessions at local Girlguides, Brownies and Rangers’ groups across 
Huntingdonshire and grow the partnership further. 

Cricket East are now also working with local rainbows groups 
to run All Stars Cricket taster sessions, as well as building links 
between the older age groups (Girlguides, Brownies and Rangers) 
and local clubs, looking into possible leadership training for the 
older age groups too! 

If your club is interested in working with us to support these 
links with local community groups, please do get in touch so we 
can help to put you in contact and grow the partnership further 
across the cricket network.

Pictured: Cricket East’s Sam Rose and Damianne Redpath at the Training Day

LETS Apprentice Fair
Cricket East is supporting partner to Community Interest Luton 
(CIL) and attended the LETS Apprentice Fair on 27 March at 
Venue Central, Luton. This offered young people attending 
cricket ‘products’ in the town the opportunity for signposting 
and job skills support and is the next stage of supporting young 
people’s wider development through cricket in Luton. 

The Fair links into the sustainability of the Lord’s Taverners 
Wicketz project in Luton with its traditional 8-15 age group. We 
are also at the forefront of developing an older age group for 
Wicketz nationally due to the success of the Luton project. It is 
also a key part of the wider Luton Core City project integrated 
activity. 

Pictured: Putteridge High School receiving a cheque for £500 at the Fair - as winners 
of the Building a Stronger Britain Together event held in Feb at the school, with their 
presentation on reducing knife crime. 

StreetGames
Cricket East’s Diverse 
Communities Offi cer Dave 
Summers attended a briefi ng 
in March led by StreetGames 
at the House of Sport London 
for organisations and sports 
from London and the Regions to discuss how they can be helped 
with staff development and support opportunities and how this 
could benefi t Cricket East. 

Cricket East is exploring all options regarding workforce 
development as part of the Luton Core Cities Programme and 
StreetGames is one training provider option. 

StreetGames is a charity that brings sport to poor young people 
in England, Wales and Scotland. 

Peterborough Wicketz Easter 
& May Half-term sessions
More FREE Hub sessions are being offered in Peterborough for 
boys and girls aged 8-14 and all abilities during the Easter break 
and May half-term. The focus will be on having fun and will involve 
a mixture of fi tness work, catching, bowling and batting drills and 
a game of Kwik Cricket or pairs indoor cricket. For details, click 
HERE.

Alternatively, come along to one of our Community Hubs running 
Monday to Wednesday each week – for details, click HERE.

Talks and tactics benefi t 
Peterborough school 
Peterborough Wicketz Development Offi cer Jonathan Bigham 
visits St Thomas More Catholic Primary School in Peterborough 
every Friday afternoon. He has been working with Year 4 and 
5 children during curriculum time and with Year 5 and 6 after 
school doing a mixture of coaching, matches and talks aimed 
at educating the youngsters about social and wellbeing issues 
that affect youngsters in primary school. Talks have included 
subjects such as Healthy Eating, Exercising and Lifestyle Choices, 
Prevent and Social Media & Internet Safety. Jonathan was joined 
recently by Cambridgeshire Constabulary’s Casualty Reduction 
Offi cer Jon Morris who talked about Road Safety. He used a car 
involved in a collision, covered seat belt safety and the need to 
always wear cycle helmets when cycling. 

Pictured: Jon talks to the youngsters

Developing girls at Iqra 
Academy
Girls cricket development sessions have been taking place at 
Peterborough’s Iqra Academy for several months. The latest 
sessions in March involved catching drills using the Paceman 
Recreational Bowling Machine and a ‘rapid fi re’ batting drill 
game. 

Some of the girls who have been participating in the sessions 
have also been completing the Young Leaders Programme and 
they were presented with their ‘Young Leaders in Cricket’ Polo 
Shirts. They have now completed the Modules and the next 
step is to complete their volunteer hours and fundraising in the 
coming months. It is hoped they will have the opportunity to 
volunteer within their local community including at the Gladstone 
Academy and Wicketz Hubs that run in Peterborough. This will 
help Peterborough’s aim to integrate its communities for which 
the City has also received a national focus.

The girl’s PE teacher Kalsoom Akbar is completing a Coach 
Support Worker course on 6 April in Bedford which will be funded 
as part of the ECB Diverse Communities project.

Pictured: Iqra girls in their Young Leaders polos with the Paceman machine

Facilities in Peterborough
Staff from Cricket East, ECB and Living Sport met in March to 
discuss two new Peterborough communities in the Haddon and 
Hampton areas of the City where developers have cricket ground 
provision built into them. This needs early interventions to try to 
structure and manage the development of cricket facilities in the 
City.
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YOUNG CRICKETERS

Follow Cricket East    

Good luck to all cricket clubs, teams
and players for the 2019 season!

DISABILITY CRICKET
Table Cricket Tournament
Cricket East recently delivered a Table Cricket competition 
at Inspire Luton Sports Village as part of an inclusive Table 
Cricket and Boccia event for up to Year 8 organised by team 
BEDS&LUTON Bedfordshire School Games.

Six teams took part in the Table Cricket from Denbigh High 
School, Luton, Ivel Valley School, Biggleswade, St John’s Special 
School & College, Bedford and Ridgeway School, Kempston. 
Congratulations to winners Ridgeway School with runners-up St 
John’s Special School & College.

Thank you to our amazing young leaders from Icknield High 
School, Luton.

PLAYERS
Beds pair make fi rst-class 
debut
It’s been an exciting start to the season for two Bedfordshire 
Young Cricketer graduates Alex Evans and Matt Taylor. The pair 
made their fi rst-class cricket debuts for Loughborough MCCU and 
Oxford MCCU respectively. 

Alex has been playing against Leicestershire, the club whose 
academy he is now part of. While Matt scored an unbeaten 61 
against a Middlesex attack containing England bowler Toby 
Roland Jones and Steve Finn.

Congratulations to Matt and Alex and we wish them both all the 
very best for their future cricketing careers.

Pictured above: Batsman Matt pictured 
with Toby Roland-Jones

Pictured right: Alex Evans

Honours Boards 2019 Season
The ever-popular Play-Cricket Honours Boards will be launched 
again this month for the 2019 season. These weekly Boards will 
detail the top 20 best batting and bowling performances for 
every weekend through the season (based on county). All senior 
men’s and women’s league games taking place on a Saturday 
and Sunday are included (so long as scores are fully uploaded to 
Play-Cricket by 7pm on the Tuesday). The Honours Board game 
week runs from Monday to Sunday and they are updated each 
Wednesday afternoon for the previous weekend. To ensure that 
you receive your weekly Player Communication from the ECB 
which includes the Honours Boards, sign up to Play-Cricket in 
advance of the season and during the process ‘opt in’ to receive 
email communications. You can sign up from the Play-Cricket 
home page HERE or go direct to the registration portal HERE. 
Watch this space to fi nd out where all the Honours Boards will be 
housed this year.
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