
COMMUNITY
ICC Cricket World Cup Trophy 
came to Peterborough
Despite a yellow weather warning for severe winds, over 500 
people turned out to see the famous trophy at Peterborough 
Town Cricket Club on Saturday 27 April as part of the countdown 
to cricket’s showpiece tournament!

After four months of planning, Cricket East, in partnership with 
Peterborough Town Cricket Club, laid on a fantastic Family Fun 
Day of Cricket for the community to come and watch, have a go 
and spark excitement about this summer’s World Cup.

The youth cricket activity kicked off as we welcomed children 
from the Peterborough and Luton Wicketz programmes to play 
in 8-11 and 11-14 age group matches. Congratulations to Luton 
Wicketz for winning both matches.

Next up was an Under 9 Tournament with four local cricket 
clubs that have junior sections taking part – Peterborough Town, 
Orton Park, Newborough and Nassington. Congratulations to 
Nassington who won all three of their matches to become the 
CWC19 Peterborough U9 Tournament champions!

During the day we also ran All Stars Cricket Taster sessions for 
5-8-year-olds.

The Northants Premier League match between Peterborough 
Town and Rushden played out with the home team earning a 
winning draw. 

It was a high-profi le day and we were delighted to be joined 
by Mayor of Peterborough Councillor Chris Ash, Councillor 
Bella Saltmarsh and Jaspal Singh, Deputy Lord Lieutenant of 
Cambridgeshire.

Cricket East Club & Community Manager Will Sneath said: “It was 
a great day raising the profi le of cricket in the City of Peterborough 
with a constant stream of people to have their photograph taken 
with the trophy and see what local recreational cricket is about.”

Peterborough Town Cricket Club Chairman Brian Howard added: 
“It was an absolutely terrifi c day at the Club – thanks to everyone 
for a great turnout and in particular all the team at Cricket East.”

Pictured: (top) Peterborough Town CC team, All Stars taster fun, (bottom) U9 winners 
Nassington CC & Peterborough & Luton Wicketz Hubbers

Luton cricket facilities 
update
Following various meetings held with cricket partners in the 
winter, including representatives of Luton clubs, leagues and 
other organisations involved in cricket, several possible sites in 
the Luton parks were identifi ed where the cricket community 
felt there could be opportunities created to play through the 
provision of non-turf pitches. In addition, the need for practice 
nets was identifi ed as an urgent priority for cricket in the town. 
These various sites have been investigated to ensure they 
would be suitable for cricket to be played and non-turf pitches 
installed, and the grounds at Upper and Lower Wardown Park 
were identifi ed as the most suitable and secure sites which could 
provide community access to practice nets if the application for 
funding is successful. 

Luton Borough Council has invited all the ECB approved non-
turf pitch/practice nets suppliers to provide full quotations 
for the pitches and nets to be supplied and installed. Potential 
suppliers have all been busy visiting the various park sites and 
carrying out site surveys across Luton. They will be submitting 
their tender quotations shortly and hopefully a potential supplier 
will be selected in early May. A funding application will then be 
progressed with the ECB. 

The non-turf pitches and practice nets construction is likely to 
commence in autumn to avoid disrupting teams and leagues 
playing on the existing grass wickets while the cricket season is 
on. 

School break sessions success
During the Easter half-term, the Wicketz project in Peterborough 
ran FREE sessions for boys and girls aged 8-14 at Gladstone 
Community Centre and Focus Community Centre. With almost 
100 children attending, the sessions offered a mixture of fi tness 
work, catching, bowling and batting drills and the sessions 
fi nished with a game of Kwik Cricket or pairs indoor cricket. The 
focus was on having fun!

More sessions are being planned to run in the May school break 
– for details click HERE. Or come along to one of our Community 
Hubs running on Mondays and Tuesdays each week – for details, 
click HERE.

Pictured: 2 of the Easter sessions 

Peterborough school benefi ts 
from Wicketz
Peterborough Wicketz Development Offi cer Jonathan Bigham 
visits St Thomas More Catholic Primary School in Peterborough 
every week during term time working with Year 4 and 5 children 
during curriculum time and with Year 5 and 6 after school doing 
a mixture of coaching, matches and talks aimed at educating 
the youngsters about social and wellbeing issues that affect 
youngsters in primary school. Talks have included subjects such 
as Healthy Eating, Exercising and Lifestyle Choices, Prevent and 
Social Media & Internet Safety. 

Jonathan was joined recently by Royal Air Force Physical Training 
Instructor Sgt Kayleigh Stevenson who talked to the youngsters 
about fi tness careers in the RAF and what the RAF can offer in 
terms of overseas tours, combat etc. Kayleigh has also recently 
completed a Coach Support Worker course and will be helping at 
the Peterborough Wicketz Hubs. 

Pictured: Kayleigh talks to the youngsters

Luton Wicketz Hubs go 
outdoors for summer!
The Luton Wicketz Hubs will be outdoors from week commencing 
6 May so come along and get involved – the Hubs are FREE for 
children and young adults aged 8-15. Running on Mondays, 
Wednesday, Thursdays and Fridays at venues in Luton – for 
details, click HERE.

Luton Wicketz on the news 
again!
Lutonian Wicketz Hub at Challney High School for Girls was visited 
this week by South Asian News Channels GEO Sky Channel 723 
and A1 and AAJ Sky Channel 779.

Luton Wicketz Development Offi cer Amran Malik was overseeing 
a very busy evening of activity and celebrating its volunteers 
including recently qualifi ed Level 2 Coach Samina Mehrab and 
ex-Wicketz participant and now helper Uzayr Shafi q, both talking 
about their journeys.

Samina Mehrab becomes Wicketz Luton’s fi rst South Asian 
ECB Level 2 cricket coach – a feat that has not previously been 
accomplished in the County or town’s history.

Pictured: Samina talking to the media!
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YOUNG CRICKETERS
Luton Caribbean’s fi rst youth 
team
Tuesday 30 April was a momentous day as the fi rst ever Luton 
Caribbean Cricket Club U13 Development team played Aspley 
Guise CC in the Bedfordshire Youth Cricket League! This was the 
fi rst time in the Club’s history that they have entered a youth 
team into the League!

Luton Wicketz has supported and nurtured the Club and it 
has taken hard work and dedication by Wicketz Development 
Offi cer Amran Malik to get the Club their fi rst youth team. In 
addition, the Club’s Reuben Williams and Ossie Lewis have been 
tirelessly committed and volunteered their time to support their 
community club to reach this important milestone. 

County Age Groups    
get underway
After a successful winter training programme, the season 
kicks off this month for our young cricketers in Bedfordshire 
and Huntingdonshire with boys and girls across all age groups  
playing some friendly fi xtures.

Home fi xtures are played at various grounds around Bedfordshire 
and Huntingdonshire; come and support the local young talent. 
Fixtures can be found on Play-Cricket – for Beds HERE and for 
Hunts HERE.

Good luck to all our teams and young players this season!

One-to-one coaching

A record 130 players across Bedfordshire and Huntingdonshire 
attended a Cricket East one-to-one coaching session to get ready 
for the 2019 season! Our specialist batting and bowling sessions 
with fully qualifi ed ECB coaches ran run through the Easter break 
at venues in Bedford and Peterborough. 

Host a youth county fi xture  

Would your club be able help to host County Cricket this season? 
If so, our Bedfordshire Young cricketers are looking for venues to 
host county age group matches on the following dates: 

•  Sunday 12 & Tuesday 28 May

•  Sundays 2 & 30 June

•  Sunday 18 August

Hosting a fi xture is an opportunity to showcase your club’s 
facilities, raise valuable funds and help provide the young players 
with great experience.

If you could help, please get in touch with Phil Lewis on 07791 
582337 or via email at phil.lewis@cricketeast.co.uk

Brian Johnston Memorial 
Trust Scholarships
Cricket East is pleased to announce that fi ve of its promising 
young players will benefi t from a Brian Johnston Scholarship 
to help fulfi l their sporting potential with support towards their 
costs of coaching, travel and equipment.

The Brian Johnston Memorial Trust was founded in 1995 by 
Brian’s widow, Pauline Johnston, and it has been administered 
since 1999 by the Lord’s Taverners. For further details, click HERE.

WOMEN & GIRLS
Women’s County Cricket Day 
Monday 6 May

Women’s Cricket Day will take place on Monday 6 May – and 
cricket fans up and down the country are being encouraged to 
attend their nearest match. In the Cricket East area this will 
be Division 3 match Cambs & Hunts Women v Netherlands 
Women at Bluntisham Cricket Club PE28 3LR.

Discover the hidden gem that is women’s county cricket – come 
on down to Bluntisham on Bank Holdiay Monday! 

For a full list of women’s county fi xtures for Monday 6 May, click 
HERE. All matches are scheduled to start at 11am.  

Luton Ladies
Luton has its fi rst ever ladies cricket team and they will start their 
outdoor training on Friday 3 May 6.30-8pm at Luton Town and 
Indians Cricket Club! 

The team is affi liated to Luton Town & Indians CC and formed as 
a result of a Women’s Soft Ball Cricket Festival which took place 
last summer. The team now has 14 regular players each week! 

Cricket East’s Chantal Malan said: “We won’t be joining a 
League just yet as we haven’t had any hard ball practice, but 
hopefully now we are starting our outdoor training, we will 
get lots of experience and our aim is to join the Four Counties 
Women’s Cricket League in 2020.” 

The Luton Ladies will be playing in some friendlies this year – if 
any teams are interested in a friendly, contact Chantal on 07880 
641624 or email chantal.hardy@cricketeast.co.uk.  

Pictured: Some of the Luton Ladies pictured last summer

Women’s Cricket 
Update
Clare Connor, ECB’s Managing Director Women’s 
Cricket recently issued an update regarding the 
ECB’s plans for the women’s game from 2020 
onwards. 

Clare said: “At the start of the year, the ECB published a new 
strategy for the game for 2020-2024, entitled “Inspiring 
Generations”. Within this strategy, there is a stronger focus than 
ever before on the women’s and girls’ game, from grassroots to 
performance. Amongst other initiatives, focus will be on:

•  A girls’ secondary schools programme
•  Increasing participation in clubs
•  Investment in to girls’ County age group cricket
•  New elite domestic structure underpinned by academies

“The ECB Board have signed o�  an initial investment of £20m 
across these 4 objectives for 2020 and 2021 with a view to 
further investment at a similar level beyond 2021.”

The ECB is in the process of consulting with counties and sharing 
some of the thinking behind their plans. Further updates will 
follow.

PLAYERS
Honours Boards 2019 Season
The ever-popular Play-Cricket Batting and Bowling Honours 
Boards are now up and running for the 2019 season featuring 
the top 20 best batting or bowling performances in each county 
and nationally. 

Congratulations to everyone who made it onto the Honours 
Boards across Bedfordshire and Huntingdonshire so far (Week 2 
at time of going to print). 

So early in the season we are pleased to announce that in Week 
2 (25-April-1 May) Huntingdonshire player Fraser Hutton from 
Kimbolton CC made an appearance on the National Batting 
Honours Board in 15th place with his 164 and Bedfordshire 
player Mohammed Shafi que from Eggington Foresters CC 
made it onto the National Bowling Honours Board in 12th 
place with his 7-12. 

Please ensure that all match and player statistics are entered 
onto Play-Cricket as soon as possible after each match, so that 
players don’t miss out on getting onto the Boards! 

To ensure you receive your weekly Player Communication 
from the ECB which includes the Honours Boards, sign up to 
Play-Cricket and during the process ‘opt in’ to receive email 
communications. You can also download HERE.

Bedfordshire Over 60s go to 
Malta!

The second annual Malta seniors’ cricket tournament at the 
Marsa Sports Club proved a hugely successful and enjoyable 
experience, despite some chilly conditions, with six county 
squads taking part in 30-over contests.

Bedfordshire had the oldest squad with no less than 4 over-70s 
players, and certainly the most inexperienced team and found 
themselves on the back of two very heavy defeats in the pool 
games against Yorkshire Ridings, the eventual winners of the 
tournament, and Sussex. 

The fi nal 5/6th place play-off against a joint Kent/Surrey side 
was much more competitive but Beds eventually lost with just 8 
balls to spare. Limited bowling resources proved a big problem 
with Beds taking just 7 wickets over the three games and three of 
these taken by the team’s oldest player, spinner Bernard Morse. 
Chris Rix from Ickwell won the Beds player of the tournament 
award with three victims behind the stumps and a top score of 
34 against Yorkshire.

Bedfordshire Seniors – get 
involved
In 2019, Bedfordshire Seniors will again be fi elding no less than 
three over-60s sides with matches on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
throughout May, June and July. As by far the smallest county in 
the national leagues, they are always on the look-out for new 
players and, this year they are making a particular appeal for 
volunteer scorers. The cricket is relatively gentle and very sociable 
and if you would like to become involved, either as a player or 
scorer, please contact Graeme Presswell on 07946 863262  (or 
graeme@presshoo.co.uk) or Max Hill on 01767 681469 (or 
amaxhill@outlook.com)

ALL STARS CRICKET 2019
All Stars Cricket – fi nal push 
With less than a week until the launch of the 2019 All Stars Cricket, 
Centres across Bedfordshire and Huntingdonshire have so far 
accumulated over 900 participants with many clubs exceeding 
their 2018 totals. The teams have been working hard behind the 
scenes to ensure clubs, schools and all partners are delivering 
one fi nal push to maximise sign up for this year. Nationally, the 
programme has over 45000 participants. 

We really encourage clubs to get on board with further marketing 
to ensure all avenues are explored to get as many children taking 
up the programme in 2019. Resources are available through your 
Clubspark account or by contacting your Club and Community 
Manager, and other marketing techniques such as social media, 
local Facebook groups, community groups and other local sports 
clubs are other ways of encouraging new sign ups. 

A big thank you to all clubs for their efforts and we look forward 
to another great summer of All Stars Cricket.

Pictured: Starry spotted in Huntingdon – Huntingdon & District CC promoting their All 
Stars Cricket recently in the town centre!

Pictured: Beaver, Cubs and Scout Groups across Cricket East

Sign up for All Stars Cricket
All Stars Cricket will be starting in May at over 40 Centres across 
Bedfordshire and Huntingdonshire – it’s not too late to sign up! 
Check out the local Centres HERE or to register your kids to take 
part for plenty of Big Moments and exciting days ahead, click 
HERE.

Money 
Can’t Buy 
Experience
Your All Star could be one of a select few to experience 
unforgettable Big Moments at a Vitality T20 Northants 
Steelbacks v Leicestershire Foxes match in August, as a Flag 
Bearer or a Cap Collector for the pros! Twenty All Stars from this 
year’s cohort will win this amazing opportunity. To be in with a 
chance of winning, sign up now HERE.  

Activators Training
All Stars Cricket Activator Training for Bedfordshire and 
Huntingdonshire Centres took place at the end of April. Twenty-
fi ve volunteers attended the two training events at Huntingdon 
& District CC and Flitwick CC. 

The training was for existing Activators looking to brush up on 
their skills and new Activators that will be involved this year. 

The new Activators got to put their new skills to the test setting 
up and running fun games as well as learning about the All Stars 
week-by-week curriculum and next steps to get everything in 
place before All Stars Cricket begins. 

DISABILITY
Table Cricket Regional Finals 
In the March Newsletter, we reported the Lord’s Taverners Table 
Cricket County Final winners - Denbigh High School, Luton 
were the Bedfordshire winners and Spring Common Academy, 
Huntingdon won the Huntingdonshire Final. The Regional Finals 
will be taking place later this month - Denbigh High School will 
play in the London & Thames Valley Regional Final on 15 May 
at Stoke Mandeville Stadium, Aylesbury and Spring Common 
Academy will play in the East Anglia Regional Final on 16 May 
at Newmarket Leisure Centre.

We wish all players the very best of luck at their respective 
Regional Finals and fi ngers crossed they make it to the National 
Final in June at Lord’s.

Last year, we congratulated Denbigh High School who after 
winning their Regional Finals, achieved a very respectable 
seventh place at the National Table Cricket Finals Day.

Pictured: Denbigh High School at last year’s National Final

CLUB SUPPORT

ECB Small Grant Scheme 2019
In 2019, the ECB Small Grant Scheme will support the ECB 
national programme ‘Get the Game On’. All projects will assist 
Clubs to improve their long-term sustainability by increasing the 
number of games played during the season. 

Clubs can apply for funding towards the purchase of the following 
products:

• New mobile covers
• Flat sheet covers
• Bowlers run-up and / or side sheet covers
• Replacement cover tops
•  Water removal equipment (only when combined with the 

purchase of covers)

Awards will be between £1,000 and £4,000 per application with 
a minimum of 10% contribution from the club. The scheme is 
open to all Cricket East Affi liated Cricket Clubs but please note 
that any Club which received an award from the ECB Small Grant 
Scheme in 2018 for covers under the project theme ‘Get the 
Game On’ is not eligible to reapply in 2019.

For guidance notes click HERE and an application form click 
HERE.

Applying for an ECB Small 
Grant?
There’s nothing like the start of the cricket season to make us 
all feel better after a long winter planning the start and getting 
everything ready! If you’re applying for a grant to help with 
funding fl at sheets or covers, remember to get a quote from 
our cricket ground equipment partner, Durant Cricket, who 
guarantee to turn around your quote within 24 hours.

Click HERE to visit their website or call 01572 822013 including 
evenings and weekends.

Clubmark 2019
A reminder to Cricket East Cricket Clubs that are due to reaccredit 
in 2019 – keep in contact with your Clubmark Support Offi cer, 
logon and upload your documents into the planning section via 
the portal HERE and book site visits if you haven’t already done 
so. The national deadline for site visits is 31 July, so please ensure 
a date is set and communicated as soon as possible. 

Clubs can now log on and complete their Annual Health Checks 
for 2019 including their updated development plans.

Are you covered?
If your cricket club still hasn’t renewed its insurance cover please 
contact ExtraCover Insurance, our Cricket Club insurance partner, 
who will be able to help you.

Clubs who have received their insurance documentation from 
ExtraCover will simply need to email a signed copy of their 
insurance declaration back in the post together with a cheque 
or scan a copy and attach it to an email and make payment by 
BACS.

If you need a copy of your insurance renewal documents or 
instructions on how to pay, please call the ExtraCover Insurance 
team on 0800 289301 or email extracover@marswool.com

Whatever the circumstances, please get in touch to make sure 
that your cricket club is adequately insured and protected. If 
your club isn’t covered by ExtraCover Insurance, please ask them 
for a quote before you renew your cover elsewhere.

NatWest CricketForce
A huge thank you from Cricket East to everyone who took part 
in NatWest CricketForce this year! Over 30 cricket clubs across 
Bedfordshire and Huntingdonshire (and over 2,000 nationally) 
and thousands of cricket volunteers got stuck in to ensure 
grounds and facilities are ready for a blockbuster summer of 
cricket and to make accessing the sport easier for everyone in 
the community!

Pictured (from top left): Ampthill Town, Newborough & Waresley getting busy!

SCHOOLS
Chance to Shine Schools 
Programme
Cricket East’s Chance to Shine schools programme will 
continue over the coming months, with schools signing up to 
Assemblies, Roadshows, and the Play, Learn & Teach elements 
of the programme. So far, we have delivered 33 assemblies, 17 
roadshows (including All Stars Activation), 187 play sessions, 28 
progress sessions (1310 children) and 2 Learn and 6 Teach (over 
50 teachers) sessions, with more to come. 

Pictured: Sessions at Bromham Primary School, Bedford (top) & Stukeley Meadows 
Primary School, Huntingdon

School Cricket Competitions 
The Indoor Lady Taverners competitions concluded at the 
beginning of May with representation at the regional events by 
secondary schools from across Bedfordshire and Huntingdonshire 
at the University of Cambridge Sports Centre. The U13 
competition was held on 26 April and Cambridgeshire’s The Perse 
School won this event to progress to the National Competition. 
The U15 competition took place on 1 May and The Perse School 
won again with Bedford Modern School in a respectable fourth 
place. Well done to all the girls that took part this year.  

Local schools across Beds and Hunts will be busy competing in 
the Kwik Cricket Competitions in May and June with the aim of 
reaching the County Finals in late June and early July. For 2019, 
the ECB are partnering with the ICC Cricket World Cup 2019 and 
participating schools will have the opportunity to win ICC Cricket 
World Cup money can’t buy experiences. For details click HERE. 

The younger children in Years 3 and 4 will be competing in 
their school sport partnership regional competitions playing 
continuous cricket, Year 5 and 6 playing softball pairs cricket and 
Years 7, 8 and 10 playing hardball limited overs as well as the 
Chance to Compete 8 a-side softball competition. In Beds and 
Hunts the U13 and U15 competitions will take place in July and 
are again being supported by The Fred Trueman National Schools 
Cricket League which will see around 40 schools enter. The Hunts 
Chance to Compete competitions will take place in June and we 
will also be running Girls and Mixed softball competitions for 
the Chance to Compete competitions at both U13 and U15 age 
groups in July. 

For details of our school competitions, click HERE.

Yorkshire Tea National 
Cricket Week

This year, Yorkshire Tea National Cricket Week will run Monday 
24-Friday 28 June 2019 when pupils all over the country enjoy 
a week of cricket-themed activity in the classroom, on the 
playground and in local communities. Sign up by 24 May and 
get a set of Chance to Shine coaching cards and be entered into 
a draw to win some amazing prizes including a visit from Chance 
to Shine Ambassador and former-cricketer James Taylor and a 
year’s supply of Yorkshire Tea! 

For more details and to sign up, click HERE. 

Bedfordshire Primary PE 
Conference

Cricket East attended the Bedfordshire Primary PE conference at 
Centre Parcs Woburn Forest at the beginning of April spreading 
the Power of Cricket a bit more throughout the County! Will 
Sneath delivered a cricket upskilling session to teachers at the 
Conference showing them how easy it is to implement cricket 
skills into their curriculum.

Chance to Shine coaching

On Thursday 11 April, Cricket East coaches along with coaches 
from other counties attended a Chance to Shine coaching session 
to develop skills around the Learn and Assembly elements of the 
programme found on the teachers’ portal. Using some giant 
‘Rock, Paper, Scissors’, the coaches got competitive and the Final 
went to DRS review before Cricket East coach Cain Hamilton-
Boyle edged out Matt from Hertfordshire Cricket on the Howzat 
decider!

Teacher CPD
Cricket East continues to run teacher Continuing Professional 
Development (CPD) as part of the Chance to Shine Full Schools 
Programme at schools across Bedfordshire and Huntingdonshire. 
In a session at the end of April, ten teachers from Bromham 
Primary School in Bedfordshire took part, upskilling themselves 
to be able to teach their children the correct techniques and skills 
in cricket. Teachers can access lots of great FREE resources on 
the Chance to Shine teachers’ portal HERE.  

COACHING

ECB Coach Awards 2019
ECB’s annual reward and recognition scheme says thank you 
to people that have made a signifi cant contribution to cricket, 
coaching and the development of coaches.

This year’s scheme is now open - and you can nominate a person 
or a club in one of four categories – Young Coach of the Year, 
Coach of the Year, Outstanding Contribution and Coaching 
Club of the Year. Nominations can be made by anyone using 
an online form and the closing date for nominations is 31 May 
2019. 

After the closing date, Cricket East will judge the entries 
selecting an overall winner for each category. All county winners 
will be invited to an ECB Coach Awards event later in the year. 
A national winner and two fi nalists for each category will be 
selected by an ECB panel.

To download full details and to start nominating, click HERE. 

Coach Vacancy
Cricket East is looking to recruit a casual 
and part-time Level 2 cricket coach to 
deliver the Chance to Shine and other 
programmes in schools in Huntingdonshire. Most work will be 
in the Primary sector but there will be some Secondary work 
available. Training will be provided. Competitive rates of pay. 
For further information, contact Damianne Redpath on 07392 
085791 or email damianne.redpath@cricketeast.co.uk.

COMMUNITY CRICKET AWARDS
The Cricket Community 
Champion Award 2019

MCC and The Cricketer are rewarding an unsung hero with the 
honour of ringing the fi ve-minute bell to signify the imminent 
start of play during the England v Ireland Specsavers Test match 
at Lord’s in July. Now in its third year, the award will recognise 
those who tirelessly invest their time and effort into building, 
maintaining, and supporting the game at grassroots level, 
ensuring it continues to thrive.

Nominations will close on Friday 7 June – to nominate someone 
click HERE.

Asian 
Cricket 
Awards
Organised by Inventive 
Sports, the fourth Asian 
Cricket Awards will be 
held on 10 July 2019 
at the historic House of 
Commons in Westminster, London. These awards were created 
to reward and recognise Asians in the cricket industry. The aim is 
to provide a platform for Asians to promote their skills whilst also 
showing the cricketing world that coaches, volunteers, players, 
administrators and fans are Asians who simply love the game.

This year, categories include Coach of the Year, Woman in 
Cricket, Grassroots, Inspiration, Asian Cricket Club, Behind the 
Scenes & more!

Nominations are open until Friday 21 June and you can nominate 
HERE.

COMPETITIONS
ECB City Cup 
2019
The ECB City Cup Competition is returning to Luton in 2019! 
There have been some changes to the entry criteria this year – 
it is open to residents of Luton (LU1-LU4 postcodes) in the age 
range 15-18 years.

The trial date will be Friday 24 May 6pm at Luton Town & 
Indians CC – so Save The Date and matches will start on Friday 
7 June at the same venue. 

The local final will take place in July and a select XI will then go 
forward to play in a national quarter-final.

ECB U13 & U15 
National Club 
Championship
The fi rst rounds of the county competitions 
for Bedfordshire and Huntingdonshire 
started at the end of April, with these 
early rounds and the County Finals being played at the end 
of June. The winners of the county stages go through to the 
National Knock-Out Competition with Beds and Hunts being in 
the Midlands Group. 

In the National U13 competition, Hunts take on Beds in Round 1 
on Sunday 7 July, with the winner taking on the Norfolk winner in 
Round 2. In the National U15 competition, Beds and Hunts both 
have a Bye in Round 1 and in Round 2 Beds will play Northants 
and Hunts will play the winner of Norfolk v Cambs – both matches 
will be on Sunday 21 July. 

Good luck to all the teams taking part. Keep track of progress on 
Play-Cricket – for Bedfordshire click HERE and for Huntingdonshire 
click HERE. And for the National stages – for U13 click HERE and 
for U15 click HERE. 

U19 Club T20 
Cricket East now has 12 teams registered and raring to go with the 
competition running across Bedfordshire and Huntingdonshire! 
We are also pleased to be joined by teams from Cambridgeshire 
– so it will be a three-county tournament this year. Small regional 
groups have been formed and the leading clubs will go through to 
the Finals Day at Fenners Cricket Ground, Cambridge University 
Cricket Club in August (date to be confi rmed). 

This vibrant ECB-backed competition aims to keep young players 
in club cricket and give them the ‘cricket experience’ they want 
– playing with their friends, fast lively matches and a great social 
atmosphere. The participants take the lead in fi xture planning, 
marketing and social media work to promote their fi xtures.

Captains meetings for Bedfordshire & Huntingdonshire teams 
will be held on Tuesday 13 May at Blunham CC starting at 7pm. 
To register your place, click HERE.

Follow the competition on Play-Cricket HERE.

COUNTY CC FIXTURES
Bedfordshire & 
Huntingdonshire – May 2019
Mon 6 May 11am: 
Bedfordshire v Hertfordshire at Welwyn Garden City CC

Sun 12 May 11am: 
Bedfordshire v Oxfordshire at Ampthill Town CC 

Tue 14 May 11am: 
Huntingdonshire v Northants Cricket Academy at Ketton CC

Wed 15 May 
Huntingdonshire v Cambridge University CC at FP Fenners Ground

Sun 26 May 11am: 
Huntingdonshire v Leicestershire at Ketton CC

Sun 2 June 10.30am: 
Huntingdonshire Women v Norfolk Women at Ketton CC

Sun 2 June 4.30pm: 
Huntingdonshire Women v Hertfordshire Women at Ketton CC

OTHER NEWS
Woodlands Peterborough 
Get The Game On
Bretton Cricket moved back to their old home ground at 
Woodlands – Splash Lane, Castor, Peterborough on Saurday 27 
April and to mark the occasion played Bharat Sports CC in a pre-
season friendly. 

The move comes after a gap of three years playing at various 
other grounds after Woodlands was shut down at the end of the 
2015 season with rumours that it was going to be built on. 

Bretton Club Secretary Tony Buckingham said: “Thankfully that 
is no longer the case and its owners, Nene Park Trust, are keen to 
restore Woodlands to its former glory with cricket, football and 
tennis eventually being played there.

It’s a community project that will probably take three years to 
bear fruit and Bretton CC will be the fi rst sports team to move in 
followed by Bharat Sports CC next season. 

As there are little or no facilities there at present, we are virtually 
starting from scratch again, but the response from our members 
has been terrifi c with some building a scoreboard and others 
providing a boundary rope, waterproof covers, plates, cutlery, 
tables, chairs, etc.

With help and guidance from Nene Park Trust and Cricket East 
the intention is to gradually turn Woodlands into a ground that is 
fi t to stage youth county cricket as well as weekend and midweek 
cricket to the local community.” 

Pictured: ‘Getting the Game On’ at Woodlands!

ICC CRICKET 
WORLD CUP – 
Are You In?
Cricket fever is now in full swing across England and Wales in the 
lead up to the 2019 ICC Cricket World Cup! The tournament kicks 
off on 30 May with England starting their World Cup campaign 
against South Africa at The Oval. 

What is the Cricket World Cup?
The Cricket World Cup is the international championship of one-
day international (ODI) cricket and takes place every four years. 
The tournament fi rst ran in 1975, meaning 2019 will be the 12th 
edition. It’s is a 50-over tournament with all 10 teams playing 
each other in a round-robin format, with the top four qualifying 
for the semi-fi nals. Australia are the current holders and are the 
most successful side having won the competition fi ve times.

Who is competing?
England automatically qualifi ed for the tournament as hosts. 
Australia, Bangladesh, India, New Zealand, Pakistan, South 
Africa & Sri Lanka qualifi ed via their ODI ranking. Afghanistan 
and West Indies reached the 10-team competition through the 
qualifying tournament in Zimbabwe.

Where is it?
The tournament takes place at 11 grounds across England 
and Wales. Edgbaston (Birmingham), Bristol County Ground, 
Sophia Gardens (Cardiff), Chester-le-Street (Durham), 
Headingley (Leeds), Lord’s (London), The Oval (London), Old 
Trafford (Manchester), Trent Bridge (Nottingham), Rose Bowl 
(Southampton), County Ground (Taunton) will all host group 
matches. Old Trafford and Edgbaston will host semi-fi nals with 
Lord’s hosting the fi nal.

When is it?
The competition runs from 30 May to 14 July. The group stage 
runs until 6 July with the two semi-fi nals on 9 July (Old Trafford, 
Manchester) and 11 July (Edgbaston, Birmingham).

The fi nal takes place at Lord’s on 14 July.

For fi xtures, squad lists and all tournament information, click HERE.

East Beds Charity Shield Golf 
Day
The East Beds Charity Cricket Shield has been running for over 
60 years and raises funds for local charities via evening cricket 
matches and each year they also hold a Golf Day. This year was 
their fi fth Golf Day and it took place on Friday 12 April at Bedford 
Golf Club with 14 teams competing for the Pater Maudlin Shield.

Congratulations to the winning team from Biggleswade Cricket 
Club - Harmit Bahra, Neil Wildon, Kevin Gentle and Captain Matt 
Twigg.

Peter’s widow Josie was also on hand to present the individual 
winning prize to Flitwick’s Josh Malkani.

Thanks to all those who helped raise over £2k for local charities. 

For further information about the East Beds Charity Cricket 
Shield please click HERE. 

Pictured: Winning team Biggleswade Cricket Club and Josh Malkani both presented 
by Josie Maudlin
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