
WOMEN & GIRLS
Luton Ladies

Luton’s fi rst ever ladies cricket team had their fi rst hard ball 
session in June – with some great smashing shots and the ladies 
really getting into the hard ball! Training takes place every Friday 
6.30-8pm at Luton Town & Indians Cricket Club. All abilities are 
welcome and we accept ages 14 and over. We play with a mixture 
of hard and soft balls, whichever you prefer to use.   

If you fancy trying out some cricket in a fun and relaxed 
atmosphere, contact Chantal Hardy on 07880 641624.

Women’s Soft Ball is 
Expectacular!
Soft Ball Cricket is about getting out and playing – maximum 
fun, minimum fuss! No pads, no hard ball, no heavy bat, no head-
scratching rules! It’s a game for absolutely everybody, no matter 
your skill level, fi tness, or age. Playing time at Festivals is usually 
about two to four hours, so it never gets boring!

Turn up and you’ll have a warm welcome – bring friends, kids and 
family down to your local Festival and make an occasion of it! 

The next Festivals in Bedfordshire and Huntingdonshire:

19 July at Ampthill Town CC

19 July at Godmanchester Town CC

02 August at Flitwick CC

04 August at Blunham CC

25 August Waresley CC

08 September Godmanchester Town CC

Thousands of women and girls who have tried Women’s Soft Ball 
found the Festivals to be a way to have a laugh, meet new people 
and try a version of cricket for the very fi rst time or return to the 
game. 

For more information, contact Phil Lewis at phil.lewis@
cricketeast.co.uk. 

ALL STARS CRICKET

Have-a-go sessions
Try an All Stars Taster Session for FREE! All Stars Cricket ‘Have-a-
go’ sessions are open for kids 4-8 years of age to enjoy together 
with the family. They are suitable for all skill levels, providing 
your child with a fantastic fun and safe fi rst experience of cricket. 
The sessions will be action-packed with plenty of fun games and 
activities to test out new skills like batting, bowling and catching!

There are three Have-a-go sessions running in Bedfordshire and 
Huntingdonshire:

Peterborough Town CC Monday 5 August 9.30-11.30am – 
book HERE

Crawley Green Sports & Social Club, Luton Monday 29 July 
9.30-11.30am – book HERE

Bedford CC Monday 19 August 9.30-11.30am – book HERE

All Stars Cricket – what’s 
next?
As the All Stars Cricket programmes start to draw to a close this 
month, we encourage clubs to think about ‘what’s next?’ for 
their All Stars. In 2018, many clubs continued to run sessions into 
the summer holidays (subject to demand) and some ran ad-hoc 
sessions to keep kids and parents engaged in the club.

We also encourage clubs to consider what may be offered to All 
Stars who are at the top end of the age bracket and may want to 
transition into the club junior set up.

Please continue to promote your weekly sessions and highlights 
on social media (local and national) and plan what may happen 
in your fi nal week. Many clubs run extended BBQs/social evenings 
to generate more income and allow parents/children to celebrate 
what will be another great summer of cricket.

One forward-thinking club – Kimbolton Cricket Club – is 
continuing their All Stars Cricket programme until 23 August – 
an extra 6 sessions – after such a successful programme! And 
the cost for the extra sessions is only £20. Contact the club at 
Kimboltoncricketclub@gmail.com to extend your All Stars 
training.

Unforgettable 
Big Moments
On Sunday 28 July, Northants CCC 
Steelbacks are playing a Vitality 
Blast T20 match against Yorkshire 
CCC Vikings at the Northants County 
Ground, at which any Cricket East All 
Stars child will gain free entry to the game, providing they are 
wearing their All Stars shirt (accompanied by a paying adult - 
click HERE to purchase tickets online). You just need to mention 
that your child is part of the Cricket East All Stars programme 
when you arrive.

On top of this, we have individual complimentary tickets to give 
away for 8 lucky winners. To be in with a chance of winning, 
please click HERE – entries close on 11 July with the winners 
being announced and contacted shortly after.

If you are not one of the winners of the complimentary tickets 
or have a child outside of your club’s All Stars programme and 
would like to go, you can purchase a ticket online – click HERE.

In addition, parents have been registering their ‘All Stars’ to 
be in with a chance of being one of a select few to experience 
unforgettable Big Moments at a Vitality T20 Northants Steelbacks 
v Leicestershire Foxes match in August, as a Flag Bearer or a Cap 
Collector for the pros! Twenty All Stars from this year’s cohort 
have won this amazing opportunity – selected at random and will 
be notifi ed this week! 

OTHER NEWS
Alconbury Weald Big 
Summer Bash 
More than 600 members of the public fl ocked to see local 
cricketers take part in the fi rst ever Alconbury Weald Big Summer 
Bash on Saturday 22 June.
Visitors were entertained throughout the day by the fi rst cricket 
match ever to be played on Alconbury Weald’s new pitch, 
coaching sessions, baking masterclasses, face painting and live 
music. 
Guest of honour and former Huntingdonshire MP, The Rt Hon 
Sir John Major KG CH offi cially opened the new cricket pitch, 
alongside former England cricket stars Charlotte Edwards and 
Lydia Greenway. 
The match itself was organised by Cricket East and played out 
by local players who had expressed an interest in fi nding a new 
cricket club. 
And to help inspire the future generation of Huntingdonshire 
cricket stars, Charlotte and Lydia held a super-skills coaching 
session for boys and girls, giving them a taste of the game. 
Meanwhile Ian Cumming, a Great British Bake Off fi nalist, 
reminded everyone of his baking wizardry by creating an inspired 
show stopping cake in the shape of a cricket bat. 
The Big Summer Bash was created by Urban&Civic, the master 
developer of Alconbury Weald, as a celebration to mark a key 
milestone in the development of the growing community. 
Sir John Major said: “Having lived in the area for many years, 
I am delighted to see what Urban&Civic has achieved here at 
Alconbury Weald to encourage sports participation and active 
and healthy lifestyles. It gave me great personal pleasure to 
“open” the new pitch, which will be used by many generations to 
come. Hopefully, before long, we will uncover our next Charlotte 
Edwards.” 
Former England women’s cricket captain, Charlotte Edwards 
CBE, said: “Having grown up in Huntingdonshire there is no 
better sight than to see a new cricket pitch, with new players all 
getting involved and wanting to play cricket. This is a fantastic 
new facility for the community and hopefully a catalyst to get 
more people excited about the game.” 
Tim Leathes, Development Director at Urban&Civic, said: “The 
Big Summer Bash has been a fantastic way to celebrate a major 
milestone at Alconbury Weald with the public. We are passionate 
about wellbeing and sports and believe it is a crucial part of 
what makes a new development successful. We look forward to 
establishing a full-time cricket team here next season.”

Pictured: Opening ceremony with (from left) Alan Dickinson, Non-Executive 
Chairman at Urban&Civic, Lydia Greenway, The Rt Hon Sir John Major KG CH, 
Charlotte Edwards & Jonathan Djanogly, MP for Huntingdon

A milestone year for 
Waresley

Waresley Cricket Club are enjoying their 150th season and 
marked the anniversary by hosting the MCC at Waresley Park on 
Sunday 23 June.
Cricket in the village dates back to 1869 when Edward Crawley, 
who was the tenant of Wood Farm at the time, obtained 
permission from Colonel Octavius Duncombe to use part of 
the venue for the sport. The fi rst recorded game was against 
Gamlingay on July 27 of that year and the sport has been played 
ever since - with understandable interruptions for both world 
wars!
There has been plenty of successes along the way in 
Huntingdonshire and Bedfordshire competitions, and the club is 
currently thriving at both senior and junior level. 
Chairman Andy Donald said: “The club caters for all abilities with 
three senior teams and the colts section continues to grow with 
around 120 youngsters currently registered. We boast an U15 
side, two U13 teams, two U11 sides, two U9 teams and two all-
girl teams playing at U11 and U13 respectively.
“Our plans for the future involve an extension of the pavilion 
which will see a new changing room built and the current ones 
increased in size. That will obviously need some serious fi nancial 
outlay and any profi t we make this year is going towards the 
building fund.”
Rob Kerr, Club Secretary, added: “What a fantastic day! It was 
lovely to see so many old friends and visitors at the ground who 
enjoyed the warm weather and barbecue. Thanks to everyone 
who helped with the day - too many to mention! 
“As for the match, MCC declared on 191-8 – a bit of a recovery 
from 76-6 – ex-Waresley player Robert Craze top scored with an 
unbeaten 67. All our bowlers acquitted themselves well on the 
big stage - 2 wickets apiece for Phil Gillett, Terry Hayden and Peter 
Colebrook, while Jamie Baker and BJ got one each. Our batsmen 
struggled against some fi ne bowling - our top scorer was birthday 
boy Samuel Johnson who made 33 - Jamie Baker and Phil Gillett 
both made 19. We reached 100-6 but then lost our last 4 wickets 
for no runs – A Wilson had the remarkable fi gures of 7-19. 
“During the luncheon interval, Andrew Donald and Charlie 
Sorensen (MCC skipper) made brief speeches and the club was 
presented with a splendid plaque to commemorate the day. 
Everybody agreed it was a successful day and it is hoped that the 
fi xture may become a bi-annual event!”

CLUB SUPPORT

A reminder to clubs accrediting or reaccrediting for ECB 
Clubmark in 2019 to book site visits with your Clubmark 
Support Offi cer (CSO). Planning and Delivery sections need to 
be completed as well as a site visit before clubs can be signed 
off. Ongoing support is available to all clubs going through the 
process via CSO and/or Club & Community managers.

As part of your ongoing ECB Clubmark accreditation, all clubs 
not accrediting/reaccrediting are required to complete an 
Annual Health Check during the 2019 season. This is now live 
and you can access this by logging onto the online portal.

Junior Formats resources
Written specifi cally for junior coaches and ground staff, the 
ECB has launched new guidance which is designed to create an 
outstanding playing experience for children. There are top tips 
and videos to help mark out appropriate length junior pitches 
and boundary lengths, prepare and maintain different length 
pitches, manage junior games on your square and outfi eld and 
understand how many junior games can be played on your 
square and / or match play pitch.  Also available - top tips on 
managing junior games including knowing where to stand 
when asked to umpire, understanding the most common ways 
of being out and the signals you need to know and involving 
players in umpiring and scoring. Full details HERE.

SmartWater protection
Our offi cial insurance partner ExtraCover Insurance has 
produced a video in conjunction with SmartWater, the leading 
crime and theft deterrent, to help cricket clubs understand how 
this product can help them to prevent thefts and burglaries.

All clubs insured with ExtraCover Insurance qualify for an 
exclusive discount on the product, and all you need to do to 
check if you are covered is to go to the SmartWater website and 
begin to enter the name of your cricket club, if you’re covered 
the name will begin to autofi ll so you can proceed.

For all other clubs, you can still buy SmartWater, however this 
will be at the standard price.

For more information, please call the ExtraCover Insurance 
team for free on 0800 289301 and for details, click HERE.

Pitch & square cover solution
When you need to cover your pitch and the square quickly, 
especially if you don’t have cricket covers, take a look at Durant 
Cricket’s choice of fl at sheets. Their 25*4 and 25*8 metre fl at 
sheets are in stock and ready for next working day delivery. Ask 
them about other sizes, weights and delivery times. Visit the 
Durant Cricket website to see all of their fl at sheets.

COMMUNITY CRICKET

Cricket East Summer Camps
Cricket East, in association with Crimebeat, is running cricket 
camps during July and August for boys and girls – 5-8-year-
olds in the mornings and 9-13-year-olds in the afternoons – at 
Bedfordshire venues:

Bedford CC

Biggleswade Town CC

Crawley Green Sports & Social Club, Luton (also part funded 
by the Bedfordshire & Luton Community Foundation as part of 
the London Luton Airport Ltd (LLAL) Community Fund)

Flitwick CC

Leighton Buzzard Town CC

Queens Park Youth Cricket Club, Bedford

The focus of these events is having fun and there are different 
cricket activities each day.

For details and to book – click HERE.

Luton community cohesion
Luton community cohesion and engagement reached new 
levels recently with two ‘Power of International Events’ as part 
of the Core City Project showing its commitment to engage and 
support new communities in the game.

On Saturday 15 June, a Cricket World Cup Day was held 
with the Sikh community near to its Gurdwara in Dallow Rd. 
Councillor Aslam Khan, who attended the event, said: “Well 
done Amran (Malik, Wicketz Development O�  cer) and Dave 
(Summers, Diverse Communities O�  cer) and thank you for 
inviting me. It was fantastic to see such a good turnout with 
people of all age groups having fun and playing cricket. It 
was particularly satisfying to see you engaging with di� erent 
communities and promoting community cohesion. You have 
done what others couldn’t in the past and this will only get 
bigger and better. Keep up the good work!”

On 26 June, another ‘Power of International Events’ activity 
took place with staff and 130 youngsters from the Luton 
Central Mosque showing lots of energy and enthusiasm 
coinciding with Pakistan’s World Cup game win! Thanks to 
Level 2 coach Khayam for his great support which also provided 
experience for him working in the fl exible, challenging and 
thought-provoking community environment.

Pictured: Sikh Community Cricket World Cup Day 

Pictured: Luton Mosque celebrating cricket

Funding benefi ts Luton 
residents
In previous Newsletters, we have reported our funding award 
from the Bedfordshire and Luton Community Foundation as 
part of the LLAL (London Luton Airport Ltd) Community Fund, 
to support the increase of cricket provision and opportunities 
for the residents and participants of the Luton wards of Crawley 
and Wigmore.

The funding is certainly benefi tting local residents and families 
from across the Crawley and Wigmore wards are being brought 
together through the power of cricket!

A bespoke ECB Coach Support Worker course ran in May to 
upskill attendees to assist with various cricket projects in Luton, 
and in June, All Stars Cricket started at Crawley Green Sports & 
Social Club with 25 children getting the opportunity through 
the funding to start their cricketing journey. There is also a 
FREE Summer Camp running at Crawley Green Sports & Social 
Club in the summer break – details above or click HERE.

Pictured: All Stars session at Crawley Green 

Community cricket in 
Peterborough
Unfortunately, the family event in Central Park, Peterborough 
that was planned for 8 June was rained off! The good news is 
that it has been re-arranged for Saturday 31 August. 

Cricket East’s Diverse Communities Offi cer Dave Summers and 
Jonathan Bigham, Peterborough Wicketz Development Offi cer, 
will be there on the day running community cricket matches in 
the cultural centre of Peterborough. 

The annual match between representatives from Peterborough 
City Council, Police and Fire Service versus a team from 
the Peterborough Mosque Community will take place from 
10.45am. From 1.15-4.30pm, 18 youngsters from our two Lord’s 
Taverners Wicketz Hubs – Gladstone and Dogsthorpe – will play 
each other for the fi rst time showcasing the development of 
the Wicketz project to date and the continued commitment to 
support community integration in the City. All the youngsters 
will be in World Cup teams – Australia, Bangladesh and West 
Indies!

There will also be some fun activities being put on by 
Peterborough City Council and Vivacity.

Come along and support our communities in Peterborough! 

Pictured: Community cricket at last year’s event (Photography Lester Milbank)

Wicketz National Festivals
The Repton Boys Wicketz Festival will take place from 
Monday 29 to Wednesday 31 July. This annual event sees 
boys compete against each other from all the 19 Wicketz 
Hubs across towns and cities in the UK, including Luton and 
Peterborough.

The three days will see a mixture of coaching, skills and drills 
along with matches with and against the other Wicketz Hubs. 
Some of the coaching sessions will be with ex-professional 
players and in 2018, the former England and Worcester fast 
bowler Kabir Ali and the Nottinghamshire coach and former 
England coach Peter Moores, put youngsters through their 
paces.

From Monday 19 to Wednesday 21 August, the fi rst ever 
Repton Girls Festival goes ahead with the girls participating 
in coaching, lifestyle workshops and matches against other 
Wicketz Hubs.

Pictured: Former English county cricketer Peter Moores with the Wicketz kids at last 
year’s Festival

Summer Hub sessions
The FREE Hub sessions for boys and girls aged 8-15, are aimed 
at giving children an opportunity to not only play cricket, but 
to improve their health and well-being. Hubs run on Mondays, 
Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays throughout the year. The 
summer sessions run outdoors until 30 September and then 
move indoors for the autumn and winter. For full details and to 
download a fl yer, click HERE.

World Cup opportunity
Lord’s Taverners kindly donated some Cricket World Cup match 
tickets – England v Pakistan at Trent Bridge – to the Luton 
Wicketz project! Two lucky recipients were chosen at random 
from all the Luton Wicketz participants – Talha Malik and 
Haider Ali – and they were accompanied by two volunteers to 
the project – Abid Hussain and Mr Malik. It was a great day of 
cricket and thanks to Lord’s Taverners for the opportunity. 

Pictured: Haider Ali, Talha Malik and Mr Malik (right) with Waqar Younis (former 

Pakistani cricketer) – the photo that made the day! 

Free summer sessions
Free sessions will run in Peterborough through the summer 
break for boys and girls aged 8-14 at Gladstone and Focus 
Community Centres. The sessions will offer a mixture of fi tness 
work, catching, bowling and batting drills and a game of pairs 
indoor cricket. The focus, as always, will be on having fun!

For details click HERE. Or come along to one of our weekly 
Community Hubs running on Mondays and Tuesdays 
throughout the year – for details, click HERE.

VOLUNTEERS
Cheering Volunteer Awards

Hundreds of people turned out on Tuesday 4 June to celebrate 
the inspiring achievements of Central Bedfordshire’s volunteers. 
The fi fth Cheering Volunteering awards and celebration evening, 
organised by Central Bedfordshire Council, took place at the 
Grove Theatre, in Dunstable. The annual event began in 2015 to 
thank the many volunteers and voluntary organisations across 
Central Bedfordshire for the often-unheralded work they do to 
help others in their community. 

Cricket East is pleased to announce that one of our amazing 
volunteers was Highly Commended in the award category 
Sports Volunteer of the Year – Ian Smith – who volunteers at 
Ampthill Cricket Club and Bedfordshire County Cricket Club. 
Congratulations and thank you Smithy!

Central Bedfordshire Council’s Chairman, Councillor Cllr Brian 
Saunders, attended the evening in his ceremonial role and said: 
“What an amazing and inspirational event to be part of. I would 
like to congratulate not only the award winners and those who 
were highly commended in each category, but all the other 
nominees and everyone who had a part to play in the evening. 
Volunteers are glue that holds communities together, so it was 
very fi tting to celebrate their achievements during national 
Volunteers’ Week.”

To fi nd out more about Cheering Volunteering, click HERE. 

Time to thank 
our wonderful 
volunteers
The cricketing network across Bedfordshire and Huntingdonshire 
grows every year and we now have more excellent volunteers 
working to ensure that cricket continues to thrive. Saying 
thank you to our volunteers can really help to make people feel 
appreciated and part of the club, team or league. The NatWest 
OSCAs (Outstanding Service to Cricket Awards) are aimed 
at recognising volunteers who give so much of their time to 
supporting cricket at recreational level. 

Cricket East is currently making plans for this year’s local awards 
event which will take place at Northamptonshire CCC (planned 
for Monday 19 August – details to be confi rmed), where we 
celebrate winners from across Bedfordshire and Huntingdonshire. 
County winners will also be invited to attend the prestigious ECB 
National OSCAs event at Lord’s Cricket Ground on Monday 14 
October.

Please note there are a few changes to the categories for this 
year’s awards – you can view this year’s nomination criteria and 
nominate your volunteers HERE. Please note the deadline for 
completed nominations is Wednesday 17 July. 

Institute of 
Groundsmanship 
Awards  
Nominations are being accepted for the 2019 Institute of 
Groundsmanship (IOG) Industry Awards. Let’s thank all the 
groundsmen across Cricket East who deserve recognition for 
all they do within the game. To nominate your groundsmen 
click HERE or for more information and to view the full list of 
categories, click HERE. The deadline for nominations is Friday 2 
August 2019. 
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YOUNG CRICKETERS
County Age Group cricket
Some more great cricket from our young guns this month! 
Highlights include two sound wins each for Beds U11s and 
U14s.

The Beds U11 win against Suffolk on 20 June saw two wickets 
each to Hasan Dar, Ollie Thaker, Aayan Malik and Mustafa 
Haroon. The Beds fi elding was outstanding throughout the 
match, and bowling tight, no wides! The Beds innings was 
very controlled with all batsmen contributing. Opener Harry 
Wilson-Brown (30) had the steady innings, and after the fall of 
Mustafa (11), Ben Ulvert provided some fi reworks with 40 off 
46 balls, falling at 95/3 having shared a 65 partnership with 
Harry. Aayan Malik (8*) and JJ Stocks (20*) completed the Beds 
innings to fi nish the victors at 126/3.

Beds U11s beat Lincs on 23 June – there was some great 
fi elding, two catches (Mustafa and Paul Cooper) and three run 
outs (Ayaan and JJ). A special mention for all the bowlers who 
conceded only one wide in two matches, four balls from the 
end!

On 23 June, Beds U14s beat Herefordshire who batted fi rst and 
scored 202/7 in 40 overs with Charlie Blythman taking 2 for 
32 and Vedant Somal taking 3 for 30. Beds chased the score in 
36.4 overs with Vedant Somal and Zaid Faleel involved in their 
second 100 run partnership of the season. Somal scored 66 (9 
boundaries) and then Ryan Chambers scored 43*.

Beds U14s followed this with a commanding win over a major 
county – Northamptonshire – on 30 June. The Beds lads chased 
178 in 44 overs. Vedant Somal 10-2-15-3 and Sam Wells and 
Zaid Faleel 2 wickets each. Somal scored 25, Faleel 38 and Wells 
36*. A great team effort to beat major county and they are now 
5th in the league with 4 more matches to go.

There are plenty of fi xtures coming up at various grounds 
around Bedfordshire and Huntingdonshire – for Beds click HERE
and for Hunts HERE.

Pictured: Beds U11s v Lincs

Pictured: Beds U14s v Northants

Supporting our young 
players
Cricket East would like to thank the Brian Johnston Memorial 
Trust and the Gale Family Trust for the fi nancial support they 
have given some of our young players within the Bedfordshire 
County Age Group Programme this year.

PLAYERS
Howzat!
Peterborough Town CC player and legend Jamie Smith took 
his 600th wicket for the Club against Finedon Dolben CC on 
Saturday 22 June! 

Pictured: Jamie in action

Honours Boards 2019 Season
Congratulations to everyone who made it onto the Honours 
Boards across Bedfordshire and Huntingdonshire in Weeks 7 to 
11 (to 3 July), with top spots in batting and bowling as follows: 

Batting

Week 7 M Trunkwala (Luton Town & Indians CC) 166 & Paul 
Richardson (Newborough CC) 149

Week 8 Jack Whisker (Elstow CC) 151 & Ray Tudor (Eaton 
Socon CC) 136

Week 9 M Trunkwala (Luton Town & Indians CC) 128 & Saqab 
Ali (Hampton CC) 126

Week 10 Jason Welch (Caldecote CC) 155 & Chris Sage 
(Needingworth CC) 115

Week 11 Joe Braddon (Eaton Bray CC) 184 & George Smith 
(Neddingworth CC) 133

Bowling

Week 7 Greg Derbyshire (Pavenham & Felmersham CC) 7-36 & 
Lewis Ager (Little Paxton CC) 6-27

Week 8 Ibrar Hussain (Queens Park Westfi eld CC) 6-15 & 
Mohammed Azhar (Werrington CC) 7-17

Week 9 Matthew Gurney (Leighton Buzzard Town CC) 5-11 & 
Samuel Garland (Hampton CC) 7-11

Week 10 Ramohan Bhogal (Potton Town CC) 6-14 & Mark 
Saunders (Burghley Park CC) 6-13

Week 11 Khurum Aziz (Eggington Foresters CC) 7-17 & Nick 
Hallam (Eaton Socon CC) 6-34 

Special mention to M Trunkwala who has achieved two top 
spots in two weeks for batting and congratulations to two 
outstanding young players who have made it onto our Boards. 
Charlotte Rowlands made it onto the Bedfordshire Bowling 
Board in Week 9 with her 4-18 – Charlotte is 14 and plays for 
Langford/Flitwick Ladies (a combined team) and Langford 
U13s; and Flitwick CC player Ben Smith made it to number 2 
spot on the Bedfordshire Bowling Board in Week 10 with his 
6-17 – at the age of 13!

We have also had some appearances on the National Boards. 
In Week 10 Samuel Garland was in 8th place on the National 
Bowling Honours Board and M Trunkwala was 12th and Saqab 
Ali 13th on the National Batting Honours Board. In Week 11, 
Joe Braddon was in 9th place on the National Batting Honours 
Board. 

Please ensure that all match and player statistics are entered 
onto Play-Cricket as soon as possible after each match, so that 
players don’t miss out on getting onto the Boards! 

To ensure you receive your weekly Player Communication 
from the ECB which includes the Honours Boards, sign up to 
Play-Cricket and during the process ‘opt in’ to receive email 
communications. You can also download HERE.

Pictured: Charlotte Rowlands – just 14 and on the Bedfordshire Bowling Honours 
Board in Week 9!

COACHING
Join the ECB Coaches 
Association
If you are a qualifi ed Cricket Coach, why 
not become a member of the ECB Coaches 
Association (ECB CA) which will keep you up to 
date, strengthen your coaching skills, highlight 
opportunities, provide you with practical ideas, 
discounts, insurance and give you a warm welcome into the 
wider cricket coaching community? It also gives you automatic 
membership of your local association offering its members a 
dedicated service to support you through your coaching life.

The minimum requirements for a coach to join is a valid coaching 
qualifi cation and an up-to-date DBS. The fully online ECB CA 
application process is due in 2020, but there is now a semi-
automated interim measure. Click HERE to go to the online form.

It’s your Association! So why not join the family of cricket coaches 
today. For more information about the benefi ts of joining the 
ECB CA and details of how to join, check out the new ECB CA 
website HERE.  

LEAGUES
Bedfordshire Indoor Cricket 
League venue
June was a diffi cult month for the Bedfordshire Indoor Cricket 
League (BICL) as their traditional Sunday-morning winter slot at 
the Bunyan Centre was cancelled after almost half a century of 
playing there – causing anger and concern among recreational 
cricketers in the county. This was despite being the Bunyan 
Centre’s longest-running and most loyal customer and receiving 
confi rmation of dates for their 2019-20 season bookings more 
than three months ago. 

As a result of a story published in the Bedford Independent, the 
League were called to a meeting with representatives of Fusion 
Lifestyle (who operate the John Bunyan Sports and Leisure 
Centre) on Friday 14 June. The outcome was a dramatic U-turn, 
reinstating the long-held booking.

 “The BICL committee are pleased and relieved at the outcome 
to reverse the original decision,” said Phil Gurney of the BICL.

 “Thanks to Martin Darlow from the ECB, Mayor Dave Hodgson 
and Councillor McMurdo from Beds Borough, and numerous 
people from the cricket family that have provided their support 
and have lobbied the senior Fusion management to reconsider.”

The Bunyan Centre, with its spacious sports hall, is an optimum 
size for six-a-side indoor cricket and has helped turn the BICL 
into one of the best indoor cricket leagues in all of England and 
Wales.

Several of the leading cricketers from Bedfordshire, including 
England’s leading Test-run scorer Cook (who played for Clifton 
CC), Panesar (Luton Town CC) and Northamptonshire CCC 
players Alex Wakely (Ampthill Town CC), Rob Keogh (Dunstable 
Town CC) and James Kettleborough (Southill Park) have played 
in the BICL at the Bunyan in their formative years.

The winter league has been part of the recreational cricket 
scene in Bedfordshire for 43 years, since the BICL began playing 
at the Bunyan Centre in the winter of 1975-76.

More than 200 cricketers in 20 teams from clubs across 
Bedfordshire compete at the Bunyan in the top two divisions of 
the BICL in hour-long matches from 9am to 2pm on Sundays 
between October and February.

Roll-on 2019/20 winter season!

Pictured: John Bunyan Sports & Fitness Centre (Image: Google Streetview May 2017)

East Beds Charity Cricket 
Shield – Butcher Shield

The Midweek competition saw Ampthill Town CC beat Pottown 
Town CC by 6 wickets with an over to spare. Man of the Match 
was Ajay Momi for his 91 (9 sixes). Adam Hutchinson, Grandson 
of Gordon Butcher, presented the winning Shield to Will Sneath, 
Captain of Ampthill Town CC. 

DISABILITY
Table Cricket National Finals 
Yet again, Cricket East had a representative team at the Lord’s 
Taverners National Table Cricket Finals! 

The Regional Finals took place in May with Bedfordshire winners 
Denbigh High School playing in the London & Thames Valley 
Regional Final at Stoke Mandeville Stadium, Aylesbury and 
Huntingdonshire winners Spring Common Academy playing in 
the East Anglia Regional Final at Newmarket Leisure Centre.

Denbigh High School, Luton were unbeaten in their Regional 
Final and qualifi ed for a place in the National Final at Lord’s 
on 7 June. The team had an amazing day at Lord’s and they 
bettered last year’s seventh place. 

Pictured: Denbigh lads at their regional fi nal

COMPETITIONS
ECB U13 & U15 National 
Club Championships
The fi rst rounds of the county competitions for Bedfordshire 
and Huntingdonshire started in April and the winners go 
through to the National Knock-Out Competitions. The local 
winners were as follows:

Bedfordshire U13s – Bedford CC

Bedfordshire U15s – Bedford CC

Huntingdonshire U13s – Nassington CC

Huntingdonshire U15s – Eaton Socon CC

In the National U13 competition, Nassington CC (Hunts 
winners) take on Bedford CC (Beds winners) in Round 1 on 
Sunday 7 July, with the winner taking on the Norfolk winner 
in Round 2. In the National U15 competition, Beds and Hunts 
winners both have a Bye in Round 1 and in Round 2 Bedford CC 
(Beds winners) will play Northants winners and Eaton Socon 
CC (Hunts winners) will play the winner of Norfolk v Cambs – 
both matches will be on Sunday 21 July. 

Good luck to all the teams taking part. Keep track of progress 
on Play-Cricket – for U13 click HERE and for U15 click HERE. 

Pictured: Bedfordshire U15 winners Bedford CC

Pictured: Bedfordshire U13 winners Bedford CC

Pictured: Huntingdonshire U13 winners Nassington CC

SCHOOLS
National Cricket Week
Cricket East enjoyed a great Chance to Shine Yorkshire Tea 
National Cricket Week from 24-28 June and were out and about 
spreading the Power of Cricket! Activities included 50 Chance to 
Shine Play sessions, 4 Learn sessions, 1 Assembly, 1 Roadshow, 
2 Teacher Training sessions, Chance to Compete U13 Hunts 
Final won by The Kings School, Peterborough and the Hunts Year 
5/6 Girls Kwik Cricket Final won by The Beeches Primary School, 
Peterborough. 

Pictured: Chance to Compete U13 Hunts winners The Kings

Kwik Cricket 
Local schools across Bedfordshire and Huntingdonshire have 
been busy competing in the Kwik Cricket Competitions during 
May/June with County Finals taking place in late June/early 
July and all aiming to reach the Regional Finals on 18 July at 
Colchester CC. 

Congratulations to all the county winners so far:

Beds Year 5/6 Girls - Bedford Modern School
Beds Year 5/6 Mixed - Beechwood Primary 
Hunts Year 5/6 Girls - The Beeches

The Hunts Mixed Year 5/6 Final will be played on 10 July. 

Good luck to all teams at Regionals Day! Also, a big thank you 
to all those that kindly provided venues for over 500 young 
cricketers to enjoy the game.

Pictured: Hunts Girls Kwik Cricket winners The Beeches

Cricket World Cup Clubs 
Family Days
Despite the atrocious weather we had in June, several World 
Cup Family Days have taken place across Bedfordshire and 
Huntingdonshire. Thanks to all our clubs that put on an event 
– it’s been fantastic to see so many young people involved and 
engaged with the game. 

Pictured: All Stars enjoying the Family Day at Luton Town & Indians CC

Ampthill CC v London Zoo
Many Ampthill people will know there used to be a zoo in the 
town! Sir Anthony Wingfi eld kept a zoo or a menagerie at Ampthill 
House and in the 1920s it was scaled down, and the animals 
transferred to Whipsnade Zoo. It is believed that Whipsnade Zoo 
was challenged to a game and the rest is history!
On Wednesday 19 June Ampthill Town Cricket Club played the 
92nd fi xture against London Zoological Society. London Zoo 
were the winners from the penultimate ball thanks to a diving 
run by their skip John! 

Pictured: 1986 vs 2019 Ampthill Town CC vs London Zoo – can you spot any familiar 
faces?

Kempston Hammers 
partnership with Bedford 
Free School
Kempston Hammers Cricket Club has developed a partnership 
with Bedford Free School and it is going very well. The school 
is part of the Chance to Shine Girls Secondary Programme and 
their Head of PE Michael Cox contacted the Club earlier this year 
to build links. He has a large group of boys and girls playing reg-
ularly for the school and the Club offered them the chance to 
train and play at Kempston Hammers. They now have a group of 
around ten girls and fi ve to six boys attending every week.
In addition to training and playing, the Club has offered pupils 
the chance to volunteer at All Stars Cricket (which takes place be-
fore their own sessions) and they have had four to fi ve volunteers 
every week of the All Stars Cricket sessions. This is making a real 
difference to the quality of experience for the All Stars. 
Boys and girls from all schools are welcome to join the Club and 
continue to learn and love the game – for details contact Rich 
Darwin on 07776 33005 or at khccjuniors@outlook.com. 

Bedfordshire County 
Cricket Club Fixtures 

July 2019

Sun 7 July 11am:    Bedfordshire v Hertfordshire CCC at 
Bedford Modern School

Sun 21 July 11am:    Bedfordshire v Cambridgeshire CCC 
at Wisbech Town CC
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