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Regulation Draft Law, 5775-2015 

Definitions 1. In this law -  

  “The original landowners" – Those listed in the Judea and Samaria land 

ledgers as the owners of the plots of land on which a regulated 

settlement was built, or their heirs by order of probate or by law;  

  "The Settlement Division of the World Zionist Organization" – the WZO 

Settlement Division; 

  "The director", "abandoned property" – as defined by the Order concerning 

Abandoned Property, Private Property (West Bank area) (No. 58) 

5727-1967;1  

                                                                    
1 Collection of Proclamations and Military Orders No. 5, p. 158. 
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  “The military commander” – The person who assumes all governmental 

powers according to Article 3 of The Proclamation concerning the 

Order of Government and Law (Judea and Samaria) (No. 2 ) 5727-

1967;2 

  “Confiscation” – Confiscation of land for public use; 

  “Regulated settlement” – Each of the settlements listed in the addendum, 

with all of their additions, including construction, planting, and 

civilian and military infrastructures, built therein until this law went 

into effect; 

  “Order” – Legislation by the military commander in Judea and Samaria; 

  “Alternative land” – Land designated as agricultural, in the value of no less 

than the value of the original land, which will be given to the original 

landowners according to this law, on land that is state land and 

property as defined by the Order concerning Appointments and 

Powers according to the Law for the Protection of State Land and 

Property (Judea and Samaria) (No. 1006), 5742-1982; 

  “Original land,” “original real estate” – One plot or a number of plots on 

land upon which a regulated settlement was built. 

Land expropriation 

in exchange for 

alternative land 

2. (a)  If the original land was private land, the land will undergo an 

expropriation procedure by order within 30 days of the beginning of this 

law.   

  (b)  If the land is appropriated, the director will allocate it to the 

Settlement Division, which will allocate it for the purpose of the regulated 

settlement within another 30 days.   

  (c)  In exchange for the appropriation of the original land, the original 

landowners will be entitled to receive alternative land as close as possible 

to the place of their residence.   

  (d)  In addition to alternative land, the original landowners will be 

entitled to monetary compensation in the amount of 50% of the value of 

the original land on the day of its expropriation, without the attachments on 

it.   

                                                                    
2 Collection of Proclamations No. 1, 1967, p. 3. 
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  (e)  Within one year from the beginning of this law, the director will 

complete the procedure of granting alternative land and compensation 

according to this law. 

Original land that 

is abandoned 

property 

3. (a) If the original land is abandoned property, the director will allocate 

the land to the Settlement Division, which will allocate it for the needs of 

the regulated settlement.   

  (b)  If the rightful owners of the abandoned property return, they will be 

considered the original landowners according to section 2.   

Structures built in 

a regulated 

settlement 

4. (a) Structures built in a regulated settlement by 14 Tammuz 5775 (July 

1, 2015) will be legalized and not demolished. 

  (b)  Within 12 months of the allocation of the land for the regulated 

settlement, as aforesaid in sections 2(b) and 3(a), the planning authorities 

will approve the detailed outline plan for the regulated settlement. As part 

of the planning regulation of the regulated settlement, the planning 

authorities will do everything possible so that the existing structures remain 

in place, subject to professional planning constraints. 

Changes of 

addendum 

5. The Knesset Constitution, Law and Justice Committee will be allowed to 

add to the settlements listed in the addendum. 

Performance  6. The Minister of Interior Affairs is responsible for the performance of this 

law. 

Beginning 7. The beginning of this law is the day of it legislation in the Knesset. 

  Addendum  

  (section 1, definition of  “Regulated settlement”) 

  1. Mitzpe Kramim;  

  2. Ofra;  

  3. Amona; 

  4. Beit El. 

E x p l a n a t i o n  

The purpose of this law is to repair a twofold injustice caused to the residents of a number of 
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communities in Judea and Samaria, most of whom were sent to build them and live in them with the 

knowledge, encouragement and funding of government authorities and governments in Israel and 

additional settlement bodies, as well as the injustice caused to the owners of the land on which the 

settlements were built or their heirs, who, if they prove their ownership, will be entitled to 

compensation for their land and which they have as yet not received. 

Most of the settlements were built with the encouragement and funding of the governments of 

Israel, and most of the residents who built their homes there did so in good faith and were not aware 

of the fact that they were built on land claimed to be private. Concerning some of the settlements, 

even the state authorities who were involved in their construction were not aware of the claims that 

the land was private. 

The array of presentations by the various state authorities to the residents during the years the 

settlements were built justifiably gave the residents a feeling that they were normal settlements in 

every sense and that the delays in their planning regulation were technical delays stemming from 

political and diplomatic considerations and that the completion of the planning and regulation 

procedures was only a matter of time. 

Given those presentations, the residents established their homes in the settlements, built their 

houses in them, raised their families in them and bore children in them. 

Furthermore, the decision to build the settlements in the places they were built as well as the series 

of presentations that followed was not accidental. The settlements in their current location have 

strategic and military importance, each settlement has its specific importance. 

It is a very rare state where the state authorities in the central and local government and recognized 

settlement movements were active, knowing partners in building and establishing settlements that 

were built from the start on private land without the owners' agreement. 

This reality requires a just and fair solution and cannot be affected by harassing the residents of 

the settlements, presenting them as criminals and lawbreakers, expelling them and destroying their 

settlements, since they were sent to the site with state backing and out of strategic and military 

considerations. 

The appropriate solution under the circumstances is to generously compensate the original 

landowners, with both land and money, and regulate the settlements in their present location. 

The land on which the settlements were built is partly absentee land (“abandoned property”) and 

partly land that is claimed to be private. Concerning the land the private ownership of which will be 

proven, Section 2 provides that it will be expropriated, and in exchange the original owners will 

receive alternative land on state land close to the place of their residence. As for the land whose 

owners are absent, Section 3 says that the Director of Government and Abandoned Property will 

allocate it for the settlements, and that if one day the owners are entitled under this law to the 
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restoration of the real estate, the real estate will be expropriated and its owners will receive identical 

compensation to that received by the private landowners. The value of the real estate for the purpose 

of the compensation will be determined on the day of expropriation, thereby reserving the rights of 

the absentees. 

Expropriation for public use is not rare and is reasonable in this context is emphasized in light of 

the strategic importance of the settlements in their present location and in light of the series of special 

circumstances of the settlements.  

Regulation of the status of the land on which the settlements were built will pave the way for their 

planning regulation and continued development. 

Because of the civilian nature of the law, this draft law determines that the Minister of Interior 

Affairs will be responsible for its performance. 

Similar draft laws were tabled in the 18th Knesset by MK Zevulun Orlev and a group of Knesset 

members (p/3632/18), by MK Yaakov Katz and a group of Knesset members (p/3643/18), by MK 

Miri Regev (p/3900/18) and by MK Yariv Levin and a group of Knesset members (p/4278/18). 

 

--------------------------------- 

Submitted to the Knesset Speaker and deputies 

And placed on the Knesset agenda on 

13 Ab 5775 – July 29, 2015 

 


