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Basic Aquarium Rules
INITIAL SET UP

• Familiarise yourself with all your new equipment.

• Place your aquarium onto a sturdy surface and on to polystyrene if required.

• Rinse aquarium and equipment thoroughly before filling with water.

• Leave the tank, with filter running, for 5–10 days before adding your first selection of
fish, if tank is for tropical fish the heater must be on and water up to temperature,
77-79˚F / 25-26˚C.

• Add small selections of fish every 1–2 weeks so as to allow beneficial bacteria to
gradually develop in your filter, in conjunction with your fish introductions. If you rush
this process you will be almost certainly guaranteed to kill your fish. Do not expect the
tank to be fully stocked for at least 3–4 months.

GENERAL MAINTENANCE

• Expect the growth of algae in your aquarium. This small plant life comes in many
guises and is usually quite harmless. Excessive amounts may indicate a problem.
Please seek advice.

• Every 1–3 weeks perform a 10–25% water change to dilute away any poisons,
which may have built up.

• When refilling the tank always use a de-chlorinator to neutralise any impurities in the
tap water. Ensure that the new water is of a similar temperature to the existing water.

• When doing water changes always use a gravel cleaner to suck impurities directly out
of the gravel and out of the tank.

• Filter foam or other media must only ever be rinsed in a bucket of dirty tank water. This
prevents the killing of essential bacteria, which colonise the foam. Likewise media must
be changed ½ at a time, leaving a gap of 2–3 weeks before the second half is added.
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FEEDING

• Only ever feed your fish as much as they will consume within 1–3 minutes.

• Allow not a crumb of food to go to waste; otherwise it will eventually kill your fish.

• If your tank is newly set-up reduce any feeding to once every other day for the first week.

• If feeding flake food put in whole size flakes so that the fish can take nice mouthfuls.
Do not be tempted to grind the food up.

• In the case of filters which create a current, switch them off whilst feeding so that you
can observe the fish consuming all their food.

MISCELLANEOUS

• A healthy fish is active and alert. His fins are pert and erect; they are not torn,
frayed or limp.

• Eyes are not swollen or sunken and are bright.

• Bellies are rounded and the fish has no lumps or bumps.

• If your fish is acting lethargically, gasping, or any of the above, then carry out a
small water-change and give us a call.

TRANSPORTATION

• Your new fish will be safely packaged for a journey of between 2–3 hours. For any
journey that may take longer, please consult a member of staff who will then ensure
adequate packaging.

• Do not be tempted to remove the fish from the brown paper bag or box until you have
arrived home, as this would cause unnecessary shock and perhaps even death.

• Ensure that the fish are kept warm and stable on the journey home. It would be a good
idea to wedge the bag into a box, perhaps in the foot well or behind the passenger seat.
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INTRODUCING

• When you return home, ensure that all lights on the fish tank are switched off. Perhaps
even turn room lights off. This will ensure that the fish are calm and relaxed during this
very stressful time.

• Float the bag on top of the tank for 15 minutes. Snip the knot off and gently scoop
several scoops of water into the bag. Pin the, now deflated, bag under the side of the lid.
Wait a further 15 minutes and then gently release the fish.

• Keep the light off for a further 1–2 hours to allow the fish to relax and calm down.

Note: We strongly advise the use of full ‘API Master Test Kits’. These will test for Ammonia, Nitrite, Nitrate and pH, the biggest killers
and causes of disease and death in fish. You will test whenever you feel there may be a problem, whenever you lose a fish or one
succumbs to a disease or even before the purchase of new specimens. The solution to poor water chemistry rarely involves extra
expense and we are here 7 days a week to offer friendly knowledgeable advice.
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