
INSTRUCTIONS FOR INSTALLATIONANDUSE

Important Safety Information - Please Read Carefully

- Always isolate the pump from the mains electricity before installing or
carrying out any maintenance to the skimmer.

- Power to the pump must be supplied through a Residual Current Device (RCD) with
a rated residual operating current not exceeding 30mA.

- The pump is designed to run completely submerged in water - do not run the pump dry.
- To ensure the pump continues to maintain a steady water flow, it must be cleaned

regularly to ensure it does not become clogged with debris or detritus.
- Pump rating: 220-240V, 50Hz unless marked otherwise.
- Do not operate any appliance if it has a damaged cord or plug, if it is malfunctioning,

or if it has been dropped or damaged in any way.
- This unit is designed to be used indoors and is not suitable for any outdoor

applications.
- Ensure the skimmer is securely installed before operating.
- Always leave a drip-loop in the pump cable to prevent water running down

the cable and reaching the power source (see picture below).

- Dispose of this unit responsibly. Check with your local authority for disposal
information.
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Nano Protein Skimmer

Typical Installation

AQUARIUMVOLUMESAND FLOW RATES

V2Skim 120 Nano
For aquariums up to 120 litres/26 UK Gallons with a recommended flow rate of
approximately 720l/hr. Skim 120120VV 22
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V2Skim 120 240 221 100 106 79 65 90 150

A1

(mm)

2 7

1. Collection Cup Lid (order code: 5529)
2. Collection Cup (order code: 5521-inc lid)
3. Collection Cup Collar (order code: 5527)
4. Water Level Adjustment Dial
5. Air Intake
6. Water Inlet
7. Water Outlet
8. Main Skimmer Body (order code: 5528)
9. Pump (order code: 5524 or 5524-EU)
10. Pump Impeller (order code: 5525)

11. Pump Impeller Housing Cover (order
code: 5655)

12. Air Intake Tube (order code: 5656)
13. V2Skim Securing Screw (order code: 5369)
14. V2Skim 120 Securing Suction Cup

(order code: 5526)
15. V2Skim 120 Mounting Bracket A including

suction cups (order code: 5522)
16. V2Skim Mounting Bracket B including

screw (order code: 5523)

DIMENSIONS

TROUBLE SHOOTING (cont)

Problem: No foam is being produced inside the collection cup

1. Possible Cause:The level of micro bubbles inside the skimmer needs to be adjusted.
Solution:Alter water level adjustment dial (4) accordingly.

2. Possible Cause: Skimmer has just been installed and may take up to 24 hours to
adjust properly to the aquarium system.
Solution: Let the pump run for 24-48 hours to allow the skimmer to establish itself.

3. Possible Cause:The aquarium is new and/or there is very little organic matter or
detritus to be removed so skimming will be limited.
Solution:The skimmer will start skimming as soon as organic matter or detritus
builds up in the aquarium.

4. Possible Cause:The skimmer has been positioned too low in the aquarium and the
air intake (5) is below the water surface.
Solution: Re-position skimmer ensuring that the air intake (5) is above the surface
of the water in your aquarium (please see diagram 2).

Problem:Water is rapidly overflowing into the collection cup

1. Possible Cause:Water level inside main skimmer body may be too high.
Solution:Alter water level adjustment dial (4) accordingly.

2. Possible Cause:Water is not being discharged through the water outlet.
Solution: Check for blockage and clean as required.

3. Possible Cause:The skimmer has been positioned too low in the aquarium and the
air intake (5) is below the water surface.
Solution: Re-position skimmer ensuring that the air intake (5) is above the surface
of the water in your aquarium (please see diagram 2).

PLEASE NOTE

With any protein skimmer it is perfectly normal for some bubbles to pass through the
skimmer and enter into the aquarium.

This generally occurs when the skimmer has been installed on a new aquarium or an
aquarium where there is very little organic matter and/or detritus to be removed.

The majority of these bubbles will be used in the skimming process when there is
sufficient organic matter and/or detritus to be removed and the skimmer starts to
skim.

If you feel it is necessary you can turn the water level adjustment dial to reduce the
water flow entering the aquarium from the skimmer. This should only be necessary on
a temporary basis.
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SKIMMER ASSEMBLY

The V2Skim 120 Protein Skimmer is supplied almost fully assembled to ensure the
skimmer is ready to use as soon as possible after unpacking.

1. Ensure the skimmer collection cup (2), lid (1) and collection cup collar (3) are securely
and correctly positioned on the main skimmer body (8)

INSTALLATION

The V²Skim 120 is designed for simple installation internally in the aquarium or sump.The
versatile mounting brackets supplied with the V²Skim 120, ensure that it can be
incorporated with nano and smaller volume aquariums or sumps where space is limited.

Select which method of installation - mounting bracket A (15) or mounting bracket A (15)
+ B (16) - would best suit your aquarium or sump ensuring that there is adequate space
for the collection cup to be removed for cleaning and to allow access to the skimmer for
any maintenance that may be required. For a more secure installation we recommend
using both mounting brackets.

Installation Method 1:Using Only Mounting BracketA (15)

If you intend to use only mounting bracket A (15) for the installation of the V²Skim 120
please read the following and refer to diagram 1 below.

1. Attach theV²Skim 120 to the inside of your aquarium or sump ensuring that the suction
cups on the mounting bracket and on the base of the skimmer are secured.

2. Ensure that the V²Skim 120 is positioned in your aquarium or sump so that the top of
the water outlet (7) on the skimmer is located approximately 1cm below the water
surface in your aquarium or sump (please see diagram 2 below) and both the water
inlet (6) and water outlet (7) are unrestricted.Please note: the top of the water
outlet (7) on the V²Skim 120 must not be positioned any lower than approx. 1cm
beneath the water surface as this would cause water to be drawn into the air intake
(5) on the injection system and as a result the skimmer will not perform correctly.

USEFUL TIP: The V²Skim 120 base securing screw (13) and suction cup (14) can be
simply turned and adjusted to help ensure that the V²Skim 120 is successfully
positioned and attached to the side of your aquarium or sump.
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TROUBLE SHOOTING

Problem:The skimmer is not working properly

1. Possible Cause:Water level inside main skimmer body is too low.
Solution:Alter water level adjustment dial (4) accordingly.

2. Possible Cause:Air intake tube (12) is blocked.
Solution: Remove and check for blockage and clean as required.

3. Possible Cause: Pump is not plugged in or is not operating correctly.
Solution: See pump section below

4. Possible Cause:The skimmer has been positioned too low in the aquarium and the air
intake (5) is below the water surface.
Solution: Re-position skimmer ensuring that the air intake (5) is above the surface of
the water in your aquarium (please see diagram 2).

5. Possible Cause: Salinity level in the aquarium may not be correct.
Solution: Check salinity level and adjust accordingly.

Problem: Pump is not operating correctly
Caution: Always isolate the pump from mains electricity before installing or carrying out
any maintenance to the pump.

1. Possible Cause: Pump is not plugged in.
Solution: Ensure pump is connected to power supply and switched on.

2. Possible Cause: Pump is blocked with dirt and debris.
Solution: Clean the pump to remove dirt and debris (see “Maintenance” on p.5).

3. Possible Cause: Pump impeller (10) is damaged
Solution: Check for damage and replace if necessary.

Problem: No air bubbles (or very few) are being produced inside the skimmer

1. Possible Cause: The air intake tube (12) to the injection system is not attached.
Solution: Re-attach air intake tube (12).

2. Possible Cause: The air intake (5) and/or air intake tube (12) is clogged.
Solution: Check for blockage and clean as required.

3. Possible Cause: Pump is not operating or performing correctly.
Solution: See pump section above.

4. Possible Cause:The skimmer has been positioned too low in the aquarium and the air
intake (5) is below the water surface.
Solution: Re-position skimmer ensuring that the air intake (5) is above the surface of
the water in your aquarium (please see diagram 2).
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Installation Method 2:Using Mounting BracketA (15) +Mounting Bracket B (16)

If you intend to use both mounting bracket A (15) and mounting bracket B (16)
for the installation of the V²Skim 120 please read the following and refer
to diagram 3 below.

1. Insert mounting bracket B (16) into the slot at the back
of mounting bracket A (15) (see diagram 3).

2. Slide mounting bracket B (16) to the correct height so
that the V²Skim 120 can be positioned in your aquarium
or sump with the top of the water outlet (7) located
approximately 1cm below the water surface in your
aquarium or sump (please see diagram 2) and both the
water inlet (6) and water outlet (7) are unrestricted.
Please note: the top of the water outlet (7) of the V²Skim
120 must not be positioned any lower than approx. 1cm
beneath the water surface as this would cause water to be
drawn into the air intake (5) on the injection system and
as a result the skimmer will not perform correctly.

3. Secure theV²Skim 120 to the inside of your aquarium or
sump ensuring that the suction cups on the mounting bracket
and the base of the skimmer are successfully secured.

USEFUL TIP: The V²Skim 120 base securing screw (13) and
suction cup (14) can be simply turned and adjusted to
help ensure that the V²Skim 120 is successfully positioned and attached to the
side of your aquarium or sump.

OPERATION

1. Make sure all connections are tightly secured.
2. Ensure the skimmer collection cup (2), lid (1) and collection cup collar (3) are

securely and correctly positioned on the main skimmer body (8)
3. Turn the water level adjustment dial (4) to make sure it is in a fully open position

and the water outlet (7) is unrestricted.

INITIAL OPERATION

1. Plug in and switch on the pump.
2. Turn water level adjustment dial until the micro

bubbles can be seen entering the collection cup
collar (3) (see diagram 4). Let the pump run for
24-48 hours to allow the skimmer to establish itself.

3. Once the skimmer has been established, if required
turn the water level adjustment dial to control the
water and micro bubble level within the main
skimmer body (8) and collection cup collar (3).

Please Note: Variables such as introducing new fish
or invertebrates into the aquarium, frequent feeding, adding supplements or medications,
fluctuations in water quality and/or salinity, water changes and maintenance may
temporarily alter the performance of the V2Skim 120 Protein Skimmer.

TheV²Skim 120 is not designed to be used with,
or connected to, ozone generators.

MAINTENANCE

Caution: To avoid possible electric shock, special care should be taken when
using this electrical appliance near water.

Caution: Always isolate the pump from mains electricity before installing or carrying out
any maintenance to the skimmer.

TheV²Skim 120 Protein Skimmer should need very little adjustment and maintenance once
set up correctly. However, due to salt deposits and the high calcium level in marine
aquariums it is common for deposits to build up and it is recommended that the skimmer is
cleaned periodically.

1. To operate efficiently, the skimmer must be in use 24 hours a day.
2. Make sure all connections are tightly secured.
3. Check regularly if skimmer is functioning properly and producing

the desired foam consistency and waste material.
4. When the collection cup is full, ensure all waste material is removed.
5. Remove collection cup (see diagram 5) and clean any organic build

up or salt and/or calcium deposits from the collection cup and neck.
6. Ensure the water outlet, water inlet and the air inlet are clean

and free of blockages.
7. Clean the skimmer regularly. USEFUL TIP: The unique design of

the V²Skim 120 allows all parts of the V²Skim 120 Protein
Skimmer to be easily accessed for simple cleaning and
maintenance. Just follow the instructions below:-
a. Carefully remove the V²Skim 120 from your aquarium or

sump.
b. Gently remove the collection cup (2) and collection cup

collar (3) (see diagram 5).
c. Carefully slide mounting bracket A (15) downwards towards

the base of the V²Skim
120 (see diagram 6)
and remove.

d. Carefully pull apart the
two halves of the
V²Skim 120 skimmer
main body
(see diagram 7).

e. Clean the V²Skim 120
as required.

f. Carefully re-assemble.
8. Clean the pump regularly to ensure it does not become clogged

with debris or detritus.
USEFUL TIP: To remove the pump for cleaning carefully disconnect
the air intake tube (12) from the impeller housing cover (11) (please
see diagram 8) and carefully remove the impeller housing cover and
pump from the skimmer body. To access the impeller, gently lift off
the impeller housing cover from the pump. Clean accordingly and
carefully re-assemble.
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