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The Football Stadia
Improvement Fund
is a non-charitable
arm of the Football
Foundation.
Solely funded by
the Premier League,
we invest in projects
to improve the
facilities at lower
league football stadia
around the country.
What we do
From installing new floodlights and
upgrading playing surfaces to developing
all-seater stands, the Football Stadia
Improvement Fund (FSIF) invests in projects
that improve the matchday experience
of players, officials and spectators.
But football is more than just stadia –
they need fans to fill them. The Premier
League Fans Fund forms part of the FSIF.
Through this, we fund projects that
strengthen the relationships between clubs
and their supporters, promoting inclusivity,
tolerance and community cohesion.
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CHAIRMAN’S WARM-UP

CHIEF EXEC’S KICK-OFF

Welcome to the 2019
Football Stadia Improvement
Fund Annual Review.

Funded by the Premier League, the FSIF
is a continuation of the Football Trust,
a Government-funded body set up in
the wake of the stadium disasters at
Heysel in 1985 and Hillsborough in 1990.

It has been another
productive year for
the FSIF. Whether
it be facilitating the
development of new allseater stands, delivering
refurbished hospitality
areas or energy efficient floodlights,
the work of the FSIF continues to
play a vital role in improving the
infrastructure of clubs in England.
Premier League investment into the
FSIF provides vital support in upholding
the traditional English Football pyramid
and ensuring its competitiveness is
maintained. Without FSIF funding,
many clubs would have been unable
to achieve FA Ground Grading criteria,
preventing them from achieving
hard-earned promotions or facing
relegation for failure to comply.

The funding therefore enables clubs
to realise their ambitions, attracting
new interest from fans and players
alike and delivering safer spaces
for them to enjoy football.
In the last 19 years, Premier League
investment has enabled the FSIF
to provide 2,268 grants worth over
£154m, contributing towards total
project costs just shy of £1 billion.
This year’s Annual Review provides a
snapshot of some of the great work carried
out in the last year, focusing on the impact
of grants that promote inclusivity, improve
supporter experience and enhance
the quality of the game on the pitch.
I hope you enjoy reading about
some of the clubs and individuals
who have benefited.

PETER McCORMICK

Its purpose was to
improve the safety of
sports arenas in the
First and Second Division.
Once that work was
complete, the focus shifted
to the remainder of the
football pyramid through the FSIF and
since then, hundreds of clubs up and down
the country, particularly in non-league, have
reaped the rewards of our investment.
These clubs epitomise community spirit
– supported by volunteers, followed by
die-hard fans and committed to providing
footballing opportunities to young, local
talent and where even the smallest amount
of investment can make the biggest impact.

In the last year alone, there have been
198 FSIF grants awarded to clubs worth
more than £8m, helping to provide
safer, more comfortable spaces for
supporters and improving the financial
viability of clubs across the country.
The FSIF grant-giving strategy also
focuses on improving inclusivity,
tolerance, unity and accessibility
across the football pyramid through
the Premier League Fans Fund.
Significant support also continued for
several organisations tackling inequality
in both football and society, including
Kick It Out, Level Playing Field and
the Football Supporters Association.
Additional funding through the
Premier League Fans Fund was also
targeted into projects that help to
improve the relationship between
clubs and their supporters.

Premier League funding through the FSIF
continues to support numerous clubs
each year, providing new all-seater stands,
floodlighting and turnstile upgrades and
delivering new hospitality spaces for clubs to
This Annual Review is a celebration
use for both match days and commercially.
of the fantastic work being done
by the FSIF and those that are
benefiting from such projects.

PAUL THOROGOOD
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CELEBRATING NON-LEAGUE DAY

Since officially becoming the FSIF in 2000,
we have invested in more than 1,000 teams
across the non-league pyramid.
These grants have provided significant
support towards developing the infrastructure
of clubs, making them more financially
sustainable, better equipped to progress on
the field and a safer environment to both
grow and maintain their supporter bases.

“Without the
Premier League
investment, this
project would not
have happened.”
PAUL LEARY
CHAIRMAN, MARINE FC

Each year, Non-League Day – which promotes
the importance of volunteer-led community
football – provides us with an opportunity to
celebrate the impact that Premier League
investment through the FSIF is having.
To mark the annual celebration in 2019, we invited
former Liverpool and England international
defender, Jamie Carragher, to see the difference
being made to Merseyside-based Marine FC.
An £82,813 grant from the FSIF enabled the
club to upgrade their clubhouse, which had
been virtually untouched since it was first
built in 1929. Investment was used to renovate
their club shop, matchday office and kitchen
servery, as well as providing a new hospitality
area and first-aid room for spectators.
Chairman, Paul Leary, who gave Carragher a
tour of the facility, said, “Without the Premier
League investment, the project would not have
happened and to see the job finished, paid for
and opened for the first time was fantastic.
The improvement to the stadium is superb
and it also helps a club of our size to generate
income that helps to keep Marine FC alive.”

STANDS

Scarborough Athletic
unveil new stand
Attendances at Scarborough Athletic’s
Flamingo Land Stadium are on
the rise following the opening of
the club’s new Adverset stand.
The club, which were reformed
in 2007 by a supporters’ trust
following the winding up of
Scarborough FC, now boast a capacity of nearly
3,000 at their home ground following the
redevelopment works, which received £150,000
of Premier League funding via the FSIF.
The new 1,138-capacity covered stand
features 336 seats and terracing for 802
spectators, while significant work was also
done to improve the experience of disabled
supporters within other parts of the stadium.
The existing West Stand has benefited from
the creation of eight covered wheelchair
spaces at the upper concourse level, with
direct access to refreshments, toilets
facilities and accessible parking facilities.

£150k
Please be seated for Shildon AFC
Shildon AFC are eyeing promotion
up the national league system after
FSIF funding helped them to make
a series of stadia improvements.
Previously without a covered-seated
stand at all, the Railwaymen’s Dean
Street stadium was not deemed
fit to meet the standards of Step 4 or indeed 5
of the country’s football pyramid. This left them
unable to progress and, if their existing stand
deteriorated further, meant they risked being
relegated to Step 6 unless they complied.
However, a £57,027 grant enabled them to construct
a fully inclusive 200-capacity seated stand, purposebuilt to house disabled spectators and significantly
enhance the viewing experience of fans.

£57k

DAVID DENT
Chairman of AFC Shildon

“This investment will enable us
to start to realise our ambitions
as a club and demonstrates
where we are looking to progress
both on and off the field.
“We have been working
increasingly closely with other
organisations, providing playing
opportunities to children as
young as six, and have just
recently partnered with
Spennymoor Town, whose
women’s team will play
their games at Dean Street.
This investment will help us
have a sustainable base to
move forward, protecting the
status of our club and helping us
sustain and grow our fantastic
base for wider participation.”

TREVOR BULL
Chairman of Scarborough
Athletic FC

“The construction of the new
Adverset Stand is the culmination
of a two-year process since we
returned to the town. The success
of the club since our return and the
way that the town has embraced
the club has meant that we quickly
realised that we required more
seated and covered terracing.
With the help of funding from
the Football Stadia Improvement
Fund and Scarborough Borough
Council, we have been able to
provide our supporters with the
facilities they deserve. It’s great
to see Premier League money
filtering down in this way.
“Who would have thought when
the new club was formed in 2007
that 12 years later we would be
playing in front of large crowds
again in such an excellent
stadium? It is testament to the
hard work of our club officials
and volunteers as well as the
loyal support of our fans.”
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Hospitality at Hamworth
meeting goals for first time

FOOTBALL STADIA IMPROVEMENT FUND

Former Tottenham Hotspur,
Portsmouth and Queens Park
Rangers boss, Harry Redknapp, visited
Hamworthy United to celebrate
the opening of the club’s new
hospitality area, which has secured
the long-term future of the club.
The Wessex Premier Division side were awarded
£65,450 from the FSIF to double the size of their
existing clubhouse, install a new kitchen, toilet
facilities and turnstiles, as well as undertaking much
needed improvement works to the car park.
The clubhouse isn’t the only way the club have benefited
from Premier League money, with their Specsavers
County Ground having been redeveloped thanks
to a £459,601 grant from the Football Foundation.
The investment was awarded to Dorset County
FA in 2016 who agreed to sublet the facility to
Hamworthy, enabling local players from various
ages to train and play football there.

£65k
Wingate raise the bar at
Maurice Rebak Stadium
While Wingate and Finchley FC
may have made steady progress
since they were founded in 1991,
the hospitality and changing areas
were in need of an upgrade.
The London-based club were
awarded £146,592 to make significant
enhancements to the building, developing
new home and away changing rooms for players
and match officials and providing a brand
new bar area for supporters to enjoy before
game at the club’s Maurice Rebak Stadium.

£147k

DAVID THRILLING
Wingate Vice Chairman

“The building hadn’t
undergone significant renovation
or upgrade since 1991 and was
in desperate need of a lick of
paint to bring it up-to-date.
We now boast a fantastic facility
that provides a much better
experience for both players and
supporters and gives the club a
building to be really proud of.
“We also now boast a range
of new disabled facilities,
including disabled toilets,
that make the environment a
much more accommodating
and welcoming place for all of
our supporters. We’re really
encouraged with the increased
number of supporters using our
facilities on matchdays and it’s
also providing a really welcome
financial boost for the club.“

STEVE HARVEY
Chairman of
Hamworthy United

“The extension of our hospitality
area has had such a profound
effect on the club. It can be
really difficult to make clubs
at our level financially viable
but for the first time in a long
time, we are a commercially
sustainable football club.
“Previously, the area was very
limited and as a hospitality space
it didn’t really appeal to external
partners. But now the facility
can host up to 250 people at
any one time and it’s making a
massive difference. The facility
is constantly being booked
out for regular functions and
conferences and as a result we’ve
managed to double our turnover,
which is huge at our level.”
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PITCHWORKS
“Our pitch has been pre-selected by
UEFA as one of the training centres
for UEFA EURO 2020, something
that would be an honour for any
Football League club, let alone
one in Step 4 of Non-League.”
NIGEL HUNT

Rejuvenated pitch in a league
(or tournament) of its own
It had been more than 40 years since
significant investment was last made
into the infrastructure of Hanwell Town.
Based in London but nicknamed the
Geordies, having been set up nearly a
century ago by a group of Newcastle
fans working on the railways in the
1920s, the club decided to take drastic action
against their worn and torn pitch.
Developing a four-year improvement plan, Hanwell
enlisted the help of the FSIF, receiving a £73,580
grant to install a brand-new drainage system, stateof-the-art irrigation system and fund reseeding
of the pitch at the Powerday Stadium.
Since then, the club have been able to boast one
of the highest quality surfaces in Step 4 of the
footballing pyramid, with postponements a thing
of the past and groundsmen overawed by the
simplicity of maintaining the surface. Indeed, the
new irrigation system allows Hanwell to fully water
the pitch in just 12 minutes before a game.

£74k

NIGEL HUNT
Commercial Director
of Hanwell Town

“The pitch improvement plan
and the overall investment
have had a profoundly positive
impact on the club. Such were
the issues previously, we used
to spend a huge amount of time
and effort simply trying to ensure
we could fulfil our fixtures.
“But now, just three years later,
our pitch has been pre-selected
by UEFA as one of the training
centres for UEFA EURO 2020,
something that would be an
honour for any Football League
club, let alone one in Step 4 of
Non-League. The investment has
had a truly transformative impact
on the club and we’re excited to
see how much more progress we
will be able to make as a result.”

FLOODLIGHTS
Glossop North End light the way
Glossop North End FC are enjoying
their time back in the spotlight
after completing works to replace
their old floodlighting system.
The Derbyshire-based club’s previous
floodlights had initially been erected in
1993, with the stanchions having been
harvested from a scrap railyard before being installed
by volunteers. This meant that they had become
extremely unreliable and in a poor state of repair.
With time running out for the club to reach
the necessary ground grading criteria, the
Peakites received a £26,701 grant from the
FSIF to finally have them replaced.
The new floodlights ensure that the club’s home
ground, Arthur Goldthorpe Stadium, now meets
the requirements of Category D of the FA National
Ground Grading Criteria for their Step 4 position,
while also providing the club with greater flexibility
when it comes to scheduling fixtures and training.

£27k

Some light relief for AFC Sudbury
Making football as accessible as
possible to the local community
is a key part of any club’s ethos.
For AFC Sudbury, ensuring their
newly installed 3G pitch was in use
seven days a week was a massive
priority and they were using their
second-hand floodlights to ensure this was possible.
However, while carrying out some routine maintenance
of the floodlights, their lighting engineer advised the
masts were being overloaded by adding additional
lamps to help the club achieve the correct LUX levels,
a potential health and safety hazard for pitch users.
AFC Sudbury then contacted the FSIF for help
replacing the floodlights, receiving a grant of
£32,839 to install new LED low energy lighting,
which is not only significantly cheaper, but also
delivers a much higher level of LUX lighting.

£33k

RICHARD INSTANCE
Director of AFC Sudbury

“Without this grant, there would
have been really significant
financial implications on the
club. Both the electricity used
and the general upkeep of the
lighting was extremely costly
which was a source of constant
strain on the club’s finances.
“The new installation is really
technologically advanced,
allowing us to light specific
areas of the pitch depending on
needs, reduces light pollution
to the surrounding area and is
now saving the club more than
£10,000 a year on electricity
consumption and maintenance.
We’re proud to now be a more
eco-friendly club and in the least
clichéd way possible, the future
is looking really bright for us.”

DAVE ATKINSON
Chairman of Glossop
North End AFC

“This is the biggest project in the
club’s history, and I would like to
thank everyone who has played a
part in bringing it to a successful
conclusion. Replacing the old
floodlights was of huge importance
to us and the funding from the
FSIF has been pivotal in securing
the long-term future of the club
so we’re extremely grateful.”

CHANGING PAVILIONS

“The new facilities
along with the
clubhouse saw
the club recently
voted as providing
the best hospitality
and matchday
experience
in the YAL in
season 2018/19.”
DAVE PRESTON

All change at Wibsey
Clubs in the Yorkshire Amateur
Football League (YAL) are now
eagerly anticipating away fixtures at
Wibsey FC after changing facilities
were given a total revamp.
Previously, visitors to the club’s
home ground at South Bradford
Sports Club were treated to a barely functioning
toilet, cold showers and dark, unkempt
changing rooms. Yet these amenities would be
considered a luxury compared to the match
officials’ room, with no toilet and no shower
available to referees after they’d officiated.
To curb these issues, Wibsey FC, alongside facility
partners South Bradford Sports Club and Bankfoot
Cricket Club, applied to the FSIF to turn their facility
around. The £15,190 they received enabled them to
refurbish their changing facilities in such a way that
allowed the clubs to separate the changing rooms
from the main clubhouse area, as well as installing
new toilets and showers in each changing room and
a brand-new boiler. Match officials have also been
treated to an improved experience, with a new toilet,
shower and sink added to their changing room.

£15k

DAVE PRESTON
Wibsey FC

“Prior to applying for the grant,
we were wary that it might be a
really bureaucratic process, but
this couldn’t have been further
from the truth. Within a few
months, we had been able to
fund a completely transformed
facility, bringing it up to the
required criteria for Step 7
and delivering a site that can
be used all year round by both
ourselves and the cricket club.
“Some of the best feedback
we’ve had is from opposition
players, who now see our
facilities as some of the best in
the league. We now provide a much
more comfortable match-day
experience for players within
the local area to enjoy. The new
facilities along with the clubhouse
saw the club recently voted as
providing the best hospitality
and matchday experience in
the YAL in season 2018/19.”
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A key part of the ethos of the FSIF is to promote
inclusivity on the broadest of scales. This is particularly
supported by the work of the Premier League Fans
Fund, which is a commitment from the Premier League
to fund projects and organisations that improve
the relationship between fans and their clubs and
enhance the way supporters engage with each other.
Part of this commitment also involves supporting
national organisations that are focused on promoting
tolerance, unity and inclusivity. In 2019, this includes
investment via the Premier League Fans Fund to support
the operational costs of the following organisations.

Football Supporters
Association
Formed from a merger
between the Football
Supporters Federation and
Supporters Direct, the FSA
is an inclusive, independent,
democratic organisation
working to drive positive
change in football through
supporter engagement at
every level of the game.
The FSA promotes
campaigns on issues
of concern to football
supporters, encouraging
good governance, fan
representation, communityownership and sustainable
club stewardship.

Kick It Out

Level Playing Field

Kick It Out works
throughout football,
educational and
community sectors to
challenge discrimination,
encourage inclusive
practices and campaign
for positive change. Kick It
Out undertakes numerous
projects across the country
to tackle inequality and
exclusion in football and
is at the heart of fighting
discrimination for everyone
involved in the sport.

Level Playing Field focuses
its efforts on removing
barriers in all sports so
that supporters with
disabilities are able to
enjoy equal experiences
at live sporting events.
Their work aims to ensure
all stadia and sporting
arenas are accessible and
inclusive and the voices
of disabled supporters
across the country
continue to be heard.

Extra time at Walsall FC
A new community programme
delivered by Walsall FC has been
instrumental in encouraging more
fans from under-represented
groups to engage with the club.
Off the back of a £19,800 grant from
the Premier League Fans Fund, the
Walsall FC Community programme has delivered a
project that has seen stark increases in representation
from children, people from black and minority ethnic
(BAME) backgrounds and those with disabilities.
The club’s ‘More than 90 Minutes’ project delivers
workshops to local schools, with opportunities
given to all students to attend Walsall FC
matches and receive a complimentary replica
shirt as part of their supporter packs.

£20k

Young disabled supporters
get support of their own
It may be called the Blue Room, but
junior supporters at Wigan Athletic
have been left anything but blue by
their experiences within the club’s
new family zone experience.
Thanks to an £18,350 grant from
the Premier League Fans Fund,
the club now host inclusive activities and sensory
equipment for junior disabled supporters and their
families to enjoy before home league weekend fixtures.
The new room is also part of a wider programme to
make the DW Stadium autism-friendly and ensures
the club provide a safe and secure environment
for disabled children to engage in football.

£18k

LOUISE PEET
Wigan Athletic Community
Trust’s Disability Liaison Officer

“When it comes to disabled
provision, we pride ourselves
on being one of the best in
the country. Whether it’s
wheelchair access to all
four stands, or headsets for
visually impaired supporters,
we are wholly committed to
making the DW as inclusive
an experience as possible.
“I’m really proud of the club for
moving forward with the concept
of the Blue Room, and I must say
that staff at the Community Trust
have been absolutely fantastic
in making this room a reality.
So far, we have worked with more
than one thousand individuals as
part of the project and we hope
there will be many more people
who look to join us in the future.”

ADAM DAVY
Walsall Community
Programme Director

“The project has been a revelation
so far. Of the children involved in
our outreach project, more than
71 per cent have been from BAME
backgrounds and over the course
of the season, we’ve seen that
our fan base has increasingly
become more reflective of the
diverse town that we live in,
with more supporters feeling
welcome at the Banks Stadium.
“In addition, our new fan zone
has proved to be a fantastic
area for young people and our
disabled supporters to utilise on
match days. The space is wholly
autism friendly, has a host of
activities for children and is often
used as a safe haven to escape
the, at times, raucous noise of
the stadium, which has made a
massive difference to the overall
enjoyment of fans at Walsall.”
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FINANCIAL SUMMARY

Financial summary for the
year ended 31 May 2019
The summary financial information is not the full
Annual Report and Financial Statements but a
summary of the information derived from the
company’s statement of income and retained
earnings for the year ended 31 May 2019 and
the company’s balance sheet as at 31 May 2019.
The summarised financial information does not
contain additional information derived from
the Annual Report and does not constitute
statutory accounts within the meaning of sections
434 and 435 of the Companies Act 2006
The full Annual Report and Financial Statements,
from which the summary information is
derived, were approved by the Board of
Directors on 18 September 2019 and have
been delivered to the Registrar of Companies.
The report of the auditors was unqualified,
and did not contain either an emphasis of
matter paragraph or any statement made
under section 498 of the Companies Act 2006.
On behalf of the Board of Directors

Independent auditors’
statement to the members
of the Football Stadia
Improvement Fund limited
We have examined the
supplementary summary financial
information included within The
Football Stadia Improvement
Fund Limited’s Annual Review
2019 for the year ended 31 May
2019, which comprises the
summary balance sheet as at
31 May 2019 and the summary
statement of income and retained
earnings for the year then ended.
Respective responsibilities of
the directors and the auditors
The Directors are responsible for
preparing The Football Stadia
Improvement Fund Limited’s
Annual Review 2019 in accordance
with United Kingdom Generally
Accepted Accounting Practice
(United Kingdom Accounting
Standards, comprising FRS 102
“The Financial Reporting Standard
applicable in the UK and Republic
of Ireland”, and applicable law)
and the requirements of the
Companies Act 2006, which
includes information extracted
from the full annual financial
statements of The Football Stadia
Improvement Fund Limited for
the year ended 31 May 2019.
Our responsibility is to report
to you our opinion on the
consistency of the summary
financial information, included
within The Football Stadia
Improvement Fund Limited’s
Annual Review 2019, with the
full annual financial statements
for the year ended 31 May 2019.

PETER MCCORMICK OBE
Chairman
29 November 2019

This statement, including the
opinion, has been prepared
for and only for the company’s
members as a body and for
no other purpose. We do not,
in giving this opinion, accept
or assume responsibility for
any other purpose or to any
other person to whom this
statement is shown or into
whose hands it may come save
where expressly agreed by
our prior consent in writing.

Summary balance sheet as at 31 May 2019
2019
£’000

2018
£’000

11,100

10,900

(10,725)

(10,958)

Net Assets

375

302

Total Capital and Reserves

375

302

Total Assets
Total Liabilities

Summary statement of income and retained earnings for the year ended 31 May 2019

Total Income
Total Expenditure
Profit Before Taxation
Tax
Profit for the Financial Year

Basis of opinion
Our examination involved
agreeing the balances disclosed
in the summary financial
information to full annual
financial statements. Our audit
report on the company’s full
annual financial statements
describes the basis of our opinion
on those financial statements.

2019
£’000

2018
£’000

547

489

(474)

(454)

73

35

–

–

73

35

Opinion
In our opinion the summary
financial information is consistent
with the full annual financial
statements of The Football Stadia
Improvement Fund Limited for
the year ended 31 May 2019.
We have not considered the
effects of any events between
the date on which we signed our
report on the full annual financial
statements (18 September 2019)
and the date of this statement.

Pricewaterhouse
Coopers LLP
Chartered Accountants
and Statutory Auditors
London
29 November 2019

The FSIF Board
The FSIF Board consists of two
representatives from the Premier
League and one representative from
The FA, who then appoint a Chairman.

PETER McCORMICK OBE
Chairman

BILL BUSH
Premier League representative

MARK BULLINGHAM
The FA representative

The FSIF Stadia
Improvement Panel
Once assessment has been completed
by the FSIF Grant Management Team,
the FSIF Stadia Improvement Panel
(SIP) is responsible for reviewing all
applications for funding. The Panel
ensures that criteria approved by
the FSIF Board have been satisfied.
The SIP is able to award grants up to
£250,000 and makes recommendations
to the FSIF Board with regard to
applications above this level.

DAVID ROSE
Chairman

BOB KNOWLES
Independent member)

The Premier League
Fans Fund Panel

ROSS CHRISTIE

CARL CHEEVERS

The FA member

Independent Chairman

BILL BUSH
Premier League member

TOMMY GUTHRIE
Premier League member

Premier League member

MARK POVER
JACK PEARCE
The FA National League System member

GEOFF GALILEE
Sports Ground Safety Authority (SGSA)
member; non-voting

JAMES MACDOUGALL
The FA member

NABEEL KHAN
Independent member

The Football Foundation
10 Eastbourne Terrace, London W2 6LG
footballfoundation.org.uk
Registered charity number 1079309
Registered in England and Wales
Company Number 3876305

