The Ultimate Guide to Summer Camp in China.

Master
summer
camp

The new way to see an ancient world.

1

Contents
What is Adventure China?

3

How is it different?

6

The role at camp.

7

What are the camps like?

11

Food, accommodation and
facilities.

14

Locations.

16

Why China?

19

Visa.

26

Reviews and FAQ’s

27

Apply now.

31

2

What is
Adventure China?

“Adventure China is an 8-12 week summer camp program in China.
You’ll work with children at one of our carefully selected camps,

gaining over 800 coaching hours. It’s a cross between an American
summer camp and a TEFL program in China. Your classroom is the

great outdoors, and you’ll help your campers develop new skills in a

fun, interactive environment - whether it’s learning to throw a ball, or
helping them learn to speak English.”

Mark H, Adventure China Director of
Growth & Development
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What’s included?
From the moment you apply, we’ll deliver award-winning support. We’ll

help you sort everything out, including getting your visa, booking your
flights, and providing insurance. We’ll also provide you with 2 days of

pre-departure training, emergency 24/7 support in China, advice about
our favourite destinations in China, and lots more.

The package
• Summer camp placement & 24-hour support in China
• Return flights & visa assistance
• 90 days medical insurance included
• 2-day pre-departure orientation workshop
• Access to online workshops and offline resources
• Travel allowance given at the end of your camp contract
• Up to 30 days of travel after camp
• Access to our personal China travel guides

Pricing
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Designed
to be
different
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How is
it different?
Adventure China is a pioneer project - it’s the first program of its kind in

that part of the world. Chinese camps are based on traditional summer

camps in North America and the UK, but the experience is naturally quite
different. The added challenge of helping others overcome their language
barriers is something you may not find at camps in North America.

China’s unique culture and traditions will likely make for a different setting

to anything you’ve experienced before. You’ll also be working side by
side with local counsellors from all over China, which offers you a unique

opportunity to truly get to know Chinese culture and create lasting
friendships.

Teresa H, New Zealand Program Coordinator
“We find amazing staff for amazing camps. We’ve designed

Adventure China as a full support program, which means we’re
there from the moment you start your application until the
moment you arrive home. It really lets you test the waters
in a new environment, and it’s a really natural way to begin
exposing yourself to such a drastically different
part of the world.”
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The roles at camp
What is a camp counselor?

As a camp counsellor, you’ll be a role model for your own little group

of campers, and making sure they have the time of their lives. Chinese
summer camps are a new tradition, so you’ll have the freedom to
create some of your own structure at camp.

There’s lots of time for outside activities, so you’ll truly get
the best of the Chinese summer.

One of the things that makes summer camp in China so unique is

that you’ll also help them with their English communication skills.

We consider Adventure China to be a fantastic TEFL alternative - no
certificates needed. Your surroundings are your classroom, and
the subjects you teach can be anything from arts and crafts to

kickball - it’s up to you. Our camps hire for Leadership positions too,

so if you feel like you’re up to the task, ask one of the Adventure China
team on your welcome call!
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What qualifications do I need?
You don’t need any qualifications for Adventure China. We’re not about

creating barriers - if you’re the right type of person, you’re welcome with
Adventure China. Besides, one of the great things about being at camp in
China is discovering yourself, and developing new skills. We’ll get you ready
for China long before you leave home. If you’re positive, adventurous,
and have lots of energy, you’ll fit right in with us.

One thing we love about working with our camps is that they’re willing to

train you for a role, but they’re also very open to whatever skills you bring
to the table. Whether you love football or magic, music or rock climbing,
you’ll be able to practice your passion at camp. If you do have a specific
skill, be sure to let us know!

Master a new environment
“If you can conquer Adventure China, you can conquer

anything. We’ll prepare you for all the surprises along the way,
and encourage you to explore and discover. Most of all, we’ll

encourage you to challenge yourself. Believe me, you’ll go to

the other side of the world to discover a different culture, but

you might be surprised. You might just discover a different side
of you.”

Reagan, US Program Coordinator
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What hours will I work?
Adventure China is certainly not your average desk job. You’ll spend your
days hanging out in the great outdoors with your campers and the other
counsellors. There’s plenty of time to relax, as each camp will make sure
you’ve got time off during the day. You’ll get at least one 24 hour period
off per week - and some camps provide the entire weekend off.
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The new
way to
see an
ancient
world
10

What are the
camps like?
We don’t just work with any summer camp in China - and you certainly
won’t be sitting in a classroom all summer. We carefully select our

partners - each year, we visit new prospective camps in person and get
to know the people there personally.

We do our homework, and make sure that the camp will be an incredibly
positive place for both campers and counsellors. The feedback we get

from our participants helps us make sure that our camps are as great as
we’ve promised they are.

11

Our partner
selection criteria

We’re very selective about where we send our participants. We only
partner with camps who have been referred to us by reliable sources, or
who we’ve personally researched during our own adventures in China.

We’ve had our own Adventure China staff at almost every camp that
we’ve partnered with before deciding to work with them.

We’ve got agreements with each camp to provide
participants with the following:

Food & accommodation for 7 days a week for the entire
contract

A travel allowance to be received upon completion of
the contract

A high-quality experience in terms of both facilities and
location

Activity-based teaching, rather than a classroom
setting

Support for the social development of both staff and
campers
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Rachel A, Adventure China UK Project Manager & Eastern
China Regional Manager

“Our policy is - If we wouldn’t work there ourselves, we wouldn’t

send you there. In the summer of 2019, I’m heading to work as the

Regional Program Manager. I’ll be based out of Shanghai, and I’ll be

visiting summer camps all over China’s east region to check in with our
participants in Shanghai, Qingdao, Ningbo and Guangzhou. If you see
me around at your camp, make sure to say hello!”

Bringing camp to life
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Food,
accommodations
and facilities

We’ve assured that you’ll have all your needs covered. As part of the
partnership agreement with Adventure China, each of our camps provide

food, accommodation, and living needs such as laundry 7 days a week
for the entire duration of your contract, as well as your travel allowance.

Accommodation

Not every camp is the same - although the dorm room syle is most
common. Some of our camps have modern glamping-style tents
and others have staff-only dorm rooms for counsellors.

You’ll be able to find out the sleeping situation during your camp

interview, so don’t worry - you’ll know what to expect well before

you arrive at camp. (Just a tip - traditional Chinese beds might be a
little bit more firm than you’re used to at home.)

Dorm room example: You and your campers will be sleeping in
dorm rooms. Each room will have 2 or 3 local and international

counsellors for every 10 campers. Most of our camps have
sleep-in staff, so you’ll be staying in the same room as your

campers, and helping out if there any issues during the night.
You’ll also have power outlets and a personal locker to store
your things in.
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Wifi & electricity

Working at a summer camp is a great opportunity to turn your

phone off, close your laptop, and just enjoy the experience - but
we understand that you can’t go completely off the grid. There

are some areas at camp where staff are free to use WIFI at any
time during the day. Your room will also have power outlets,

so don’t forget to bring your adapters. It’s worth remembering
that it’s difficult to access websites like Facebook and Instagram

in China. We’d recommend joining China’s biggest social media
platform, WeChat. That’s also the best way to contact us if you
need any support while you’re at camp.

Facilities

There are washing facilities at camp free of charge. There

are machines and places to hang out your washing - we
recommend taking quick-drying sports clothes for camp, as it

may take a while to dry because of the humidity. All the toilets
at the camps are western style - but, depending on where
you travel to after camp, you might not find the same. It’s all
part of the adventure!

Food

You’ll work up an appetite from all the activity at camp - and

there’s plenty of food to go around. Mealtimes have a family

feel, as you’ll be sat around the table with your campers and
counsellors tucking into some truly delicious food. Meals are

served in the canteen, and typical dishes include stir fried
vegetables with garlic and chilli, deep fried prawns, pork

dumplings, tomato and egg soup, rice and steamed buns.
Believe us, you won’t be going hungry!
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Locations
From stunning backdrops at Qian Dao Lake, to major bustling cities

such as Shanghai and Beijing, summer camp locations don’t get much

better than this. Each region of China offers something unique - it’s up
to you to explore and see where your
journey takes you.
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“We’re not just customer service experts - we’re China fanatics.

We talk all day about China, and we wouldn’t have it any other way
- it’s our favourite place in the world. Each of us has discovered

something in China that has shaped us, defined us, created our

sense of purpose. For me, it was Inner Mongolia - a place I never
expected to love so much. It really is a special place - and
it’s yours to discover.”

Calvin, Global Travel Advisor
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Award
winning
support
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Why China - and
why Adventure
China?
You won’t find support like this
anywhere else

We’ve been recognised by the British Youth Travel Awards for

our support service, and it’s something we’re immensely proud
of. Adventure can be life-changing, but it can also be incredibly
challenging. We’ve been in your shoes before - each member of the
team has lived, worked or travelled in Asia. We’ve combined all of

our experience in China to create a simple, safe way to experience
one of the most spectacular countries in the world.

Our full-support promise

Our team will be there to support you from the moment you enter

your contact information until you arrive home. We’ll help you

through your application, get you ready for your camp interview,
and help you out with your visa documentation. You’ll attend events
(either in-person or online) that will help you get prepared, and have
access to online and offline resources to make sure you get the

absolute most out of your summer in China. While you’re at camp,
you’ll also have 24/7 support and insurance coverage. If there’s one
thing we know, it’s that conquering China is a whole lot easier when
you’ve got support like this behind you.
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Pre-departure preparation &
resources
Before you leave for China, we’ll make sure you’re fully prepared.
We host in-person and online Prep Day workshops, where you’ll
learn what to expect from the moment you arrive. You’ll meet lots

of new people, including the Adventure China team, some of your
co-counsellors, and your camp director. We’ve also put together

resources, like the Adventure China Visa Guide, to make potentially

complicated tasks like getting your visa as easy as humanly
possible. We’ve put together our own experiences in China to create
comprehensive travel guides - and there’s lots more.

In-house flights team & 24 hour
support in China
In addition to booking your flights for you, we’ll make sure you get
home safely if anything goes wrong. You’ll have summer-long access
to our 24-hour emergency contact, Joey, who is based in China, in

case of an emergency. If necessary, we can book you a flight home at

the drop of a hat, and have someone escort you back home. That’s
the Adventure China difference - and it’s what we mean when we
say that you just won’t find support like this anywhere else.
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Joey F, Local Support Coordinator in China.
“I’m always available for any Adventure China participant who needs
help. We pride ourselves on providing that type of service - it’s what
makes Adventure China the best in the industry.”

Get to know
the Adventure
China team

If you’re going to take on a challenge, it helps to have a great support

network. We’re dedicated to providing top-notch support, to help each
applicant get the most out of their Chinese adventure. We’re a group

of people from all over the world with a shared love of Chinese culture,

and we’ll be right next to you, every step of the way - from the moment
you apply until you arrive home. You’re more than likely to meet us in
person, whether at home or in China - we can’t wait to meet you.

Meet the team
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New tradition,
ancient culture

“I lived in China for four years, and it had such a positive impact

on how I view the world. I love helping people discover China, and
seeing them thrive in an unfamiliar place. It can be disorienting

to be in such a new place, which is why we put so much focus on

support. We’ll help you discover a new landscape, and give you all
the tips and tricks we’ve learned in our own experiences, so you
can focus on getting the most out of your time there.”
Oliver N, Global Programs Advisor
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Embrace
the
challenge
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After camp
You’ve got up 30 days after camp to have the trip of a lifetime, and we
recommend taking at least a week to explore. After 8 weeks at camp,
you’ll be well-prepared - Chinese summer camps are a great way to

minimise culture shock. You’ll heave a chance to learn about Chinese

culture before diving in to a full-on travel experience, and you won’t be

alone. If you’re not ready to fly solo, you can make plans to travel around
Asia with your new friends from camp. Camp will help you communicate

better with the locals, which will go a long way during your travels. We’ve
got lots of experience in China and Asia, so you can ask us or check out

our travel guides for tips on where to go! We’ll book your flight home for
you- all you need to do is let us know how long you
want to travel for after camp.
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Roisin Q, UK Team Lead
“Adventure China is about learning to expect the unexpected. You’ll

encounter new challenges every day, and learn to thrive in an unfamiliar
environment - but you won’t be alone. You can rely on the Adventure

China team at every turn, no matter which part of your journey you’re
at. We’ll be there to guide you
every step of the way.”

“TEFL”

The best of both worlds

Adventure China is a leading TEFL alternative. There’s nothing

else in the world quite like it. You don’t need a certificate,
and you’ll spend most of your summer days outside, teaching

kids new skills and developing your own. You’ll become a pro
at overcoming language barriers - because you’ll be teaching

your campers to overcome real barriers on the high-ropes
course. Activities vary - one day, you might be escorting them

to the rock-climbing wall, and helping them learn how to play
a musical instrument the next. Whatever you’re passionate
about, you’ll be able to practice it at camp.
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VISA
Visa application processes can be a bit confusing, but we’re here to help.

The specific visa you’ll need is the 90-day cultural exchange F visa. We’ll
provide you with the application form, supporting documents, and a step-

by-step guide to getting your visa. We put together the Adventure China
Visa Guide to make getting your visa as easy as possible, and by now we

know the visa process like the backs of our hands. We’re always available
to help you with anything you need!

How to get your VISA.

To submit your application, you’ll attend an appointment at your

nearest Chinese consulate. Since 2018, all applicants are required to

attend a visa appointment. Once you’ve submitted your application,
you can arrange for the consulate to post your passport back to

you so only one trip to the embassy is required. On average, visa
processing takes three or four days from the day of your appointment
at the centre, with extra days if you get it posted back to you.
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Reviews and FAQ’s
4.4/5
“Great support from the adventure China team before
and during the summer. I had an amazing time at my camp

and want more people to be aware of the opportunity.”
- Heather C.

Do I need to speak Chinese to apply for the program?
The program is completely in English so you don’t need to know any
Chinese before heading out to camp.

You’ll also be working side by side with Chinese counsellors who can

help with any translation issues. Most of your campers will speak a
little English but part of the challenge is working around that the
language barrier and discovering new ways to communicate.

“The contact and help in preparation offered by adventure china
was unexpectedly personal, someone was always ready and able to
answer any potential questions or queries”
- Lewis F
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Why do most people choose
Adventure China?
“We’re finding that the chance to learn Mandarin Chinese is a real

pull, as is the desire for an authentic travel experience; one that
offers an additional level of challenge and a contrast to the regular
gap year routine.”

- Oliver N, as featured in The Guardian

“The best 2 months in my life. Every person there from child to fellow
counsellors has such a positive impact on your life. I grew so much as

a person and gained so much from it. It made all the hard work worth

it. The more I put in, the more I got out of it. Loved every second
of it and I’m missing it sorely now I’m home. Helped me realise my
potential as a person and gave me a direction in life. ”
- Finn M
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Full
support,
endless
discovery
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Difficult? Maybe.
Different?
Definitely.

Bence F, Australia Program Coordinator
“I know what it’s like to live in a different country, with a different culture
to my own. You can see it as something difficult, or you can see it

as a challenge to overcome, and an incredible opportunity to grow. I

prefer to look at it the second way. I think the amazing thing about our
Adventure China participants is that they all seem to have the same

mindset. They’re looking to discover something new, looking to grow,
and they realize that it’s completely within their power.”
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Summer camp
on a whole
new level
Apply now
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We’ll see you
there.

www.adventurechina.com
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