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A successful year’s work 

Year 2014 was in manY respects a success for 
Save the Children Finland’s work. Despite 
changes in the operating environment and 
uncertainties, the organisation’s finances 

remained stable and our activities developed well.
The operating environment of  child protection 

services was marked by continued uncertainty about 
the preparation of  the SOTE (social welfare and 
health care) reform. The new Social Care Act, which 
affects the organisation and carrying out of  child 
protection, was adopted at the end of  the year. The 
active monitoring of  the operating environment and 
the capacity to adapt our activities and services are of  
paramount importance to us. 

The situation of  children’s homes is changing. Demand is increasingly shifting to facilities 
for children and young people with more difficult care needs. In the year under review we 
started to change the Pärske children’s home into a youth home and, in place of  the Tirlittan 
children’s home, design a two-department home for special needs children. 

In terms of  civic activity, we have focussed on strengthening existing forms of  activity 
and integrating them as part of  Save the Children Finland’s work nationally. Youth work was 
oriented towards the organisation’s special area of  expertise, online activities. The Eväitä 
Elämälle programme was reinforced and broadened to become an essential part of  the 
work of  increasingly more local associations. The Joensuu Family House has established its 
position among families, and social and education professionals in the region. A broad and 
diverse range of  activities was carried out to practically promote children’s equality and the 
rights of  the child. 

The new three-year partnership programme with the Ministry for Foreign Affairs of  
Finland  within our international programmes started in 2014. Projects progressed well and 
new funding possibilities opened up in the form of  a bilateral project and new major donor. 
Also important was the approval of  our first the EU Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection 
department (ECHO) project.  Because of  the ECHO status, Save the Children Finland can 
also apply for humanitarian funding from the Ministry for Foreign Affairs of  Finland. 

Fundraising was particularly successful. Despite stiffer competition, the proceeds of  the 
Christmas Campaign, for instance, broke a new record. Communications also improved; the 
number of  media hits clearly grew and our social media activity increased. 

At the meeting of  the Save the Children Finland Central Council in the spring, the 
strategic plan for the organisation for 2015–2018 was adopted. Advancing the strategy 
requires the strengthening of  our structures. Work on our HR strategy progressed and will be 
completed in spring 2015. In the autumn several IT projects were started that contribute to 
attaining our strategic objectives. The organisation’s finances remained stable and our financial 
statement shows a surplus. This was helped particularly by the efficient collection of  service 
charges, income from bequests, transfers from funds and increased fundraising. Expenses 
remained well within budget limits. Credit for a successful year’s work goes to our skilled and 
committed staff, our active members and board of  trustees.

Hanna Markkula-Kivisilta
Secretary General
Save the Children Finland
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CORPORATE PARTNERS

  � Main partners: Suomalainen Kirjakauppa, Otava 
and Alekstra.

  � Save the Children International’s partners: 
Accenture, American Express, GlaxoSmithKline, 
Clas Ohlson, Unilever and IKEA. 

  � Other partners: Marimekko, Paletti, Kalevala 
Koru, Smartum, Corporate Spirit, Givget, 
Älvsbytalo and NRJ.

  � Sanofi, Sovelto, Nixu, Microsoft, Otavamedia, 
Radio Nostalgia, SBS Finland, Radio Nova 
and numerous other corporate donors also 
supported our work. In addition to direct 
monetary donations, we received support in 
the form of personnel training, advertising 
space and expertise. 

Save the Children Finland    ANNUAL REVIEW 2014

Save the Children Finland’s fundraising team managed 
to	increase	donation	proceeds	despite	the	difficult	
economic situation. The most important support 
for our work came from monthly donors, sponsors, 

the Christmas Campaign and other fundraising appeals. In 
November,	we	arranged	a	self-financed	major	donor	trip	to	
Nepal	for	the	first	time,	where	our	long-term	supporters	
could see for themselves the importance of their support. 

Save the Children’s Christmas Campaign collected funds for 
preventive child protection, such as support family services in 
Finland. Businesses and private individuals participated actively 
in the Christmas Campaign. Before Christmas, many people 
bought non-material gifts from our ethical gift shop and took 
part in the Save the Children Finland’s Christmas Run. The 
proceeds from the Christmas Campaign were a record high, 
totalling € 653 000.

During 2014 we recruited 2 000 new monthly donors in 
cooperation with a face-to-face fundraising company.  The 
Send Child Workers to School! Campaign, held in the 
framework of Operation a Day’s Work, collected funds for 
helping child workers in West Africa to attend school and 
stop working in inhumane conditions. We started cooperating 
with	13	other	non-profit	organisations	to	familiarise	Finns	
with the practice of making bequests. 

As in previous years, the goal of fundraising work was to 
increase proceeds so that annual collection expenses remain 
below 20 %. This goal was achieved, and collection expenses 
were 19.7 %.

The Red Nose Day campaign collected funds to help children 
living in the world’s most impoverished conditions. The 
campaign yielded an all-time record of over € 3.35 million. 
Nine development organisations will deliver the aid to those 
in need. Save the Children's portion is allocated to the social 
protection of children and their parents living in poverty in 
Bangladesh.

In addition, Save the Children Finland received support from 
the following foundations: the Children’s Day Foundation, 
the Jenny and Antti Wihuri Foundation, the Otto A. Malm 
Foundation, the Society of Swedish Literature in Finland, the 
Greta Marie Lindblom Foundation, Sitra, the Stiftelsen 7:nde 
Mars Fonden and the Tiukula Foundation. n

Individuals and businesses gladly  
made donations for children 

The proceeds from 
the Christmas Campaign 
were a record high, 
totalling € 653 000.

The Red Nose Day 
campaign yielded  
an all-time record of 
over € 3.35 million.
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INCOME SOURCES AND EXPENDITURE BY SECTOR 2014

Income € 24,0 M Expenditure € 23,6 M

About a thousand people attended Save 
the Children’s Christmas Concert, held 
in November at the Helsinki Hall of 
Culture. The concert is a popular event 
among young people. Many fans had 
queued outside the Hall of Culture since 
morning.	Girls	brought	thermos	flasks	of	
hot drinks and had come equipped with 

KIDSROCK 2014

PUBLIC SECTOR SUPPORT

CHILD PROTECTION SERVICE CHARGES

DONATONS AND OTHER FUNDRAISING

OTHER PROCEEDS

INVESTMENT AND FINANCING

35 %

10 %

21 %

33 %

FUNDRAISING, INVESTMENT AND FINANCING

TRANSFERS TO RESERVES

ADMINISTRATION

INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMMES

DOMESTIC PROGRAMMES

4 % 
4 % 

59 %32 %

Save the Children’s Christmas Concert 

camp mats, chairs and sleeping bags.

Standing in front row you could almost 
reach out and touch the teen star 
attractions: Robin, Benjamin, the Satin 
Circus boys and Diandra. And it was 
undoubtedly worth it as the nearly four-
hour concert kept up an exuberant vibe 

from	start	to	finish.

The young star 
performers have honed 
their stage charisma 
so that the trance-like 
rapture of the fans that had come to 
see them settled like an unwavering aura 
throughout the whole concert. It was 
the third KidsRock concert we have held. 
Both the event and the songs performed 
were infused with vitality and optimism.

The concert also served as conduit for 
the different forms of child protection 
work in Finland, as well as a fundraising 
platform, especially for bolstering 
different kinds of preventive work.  The 
concert is part of Save the Children’s 
annual Christmas collection.

The old guard were represented on 
stage by Jonne Aaron and Jukka Poika. 
In addition, the gifted young violinist Emil 
Hartikainen wowed the audience with a 
virtuoso solo performance. n

1% 1%
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Who are you?
Vilma Partanen. I’m a 19-year-old from Imatra, at present on a gap 
year after secondary school, and hopefully in the autumn I’ll start 
studying at the University of  Turku. 

Why and when did you become a volunteer? 
I got involved in mentoring in autumn 2013. I’m really active in this 
and so I was asked in autumn 2014 to join the local association’s 
youth group. 

How much time do you usually spend on volunteer 
work? 
The youth group has a two-hour meeting once a month, and every 
so often there are events for children, for instance, which you 
work on beforehand and then of course on the day of the event. 
Mentoring is about once a week. 

Tell us more about your volunteer work. What do 
you do? 
I am mainly involved in arranging various events for children and 
young people in Imatra. We’ll see what the future will bring for my 
volunteering career!

What is the best thing about being a volunteer? 
Being able to follow children and young people’s activities close up 
– what they get up to and their enjoyment of things. The best thing 
as a mentor is when a young person reaches their goal and achieves 
the maths grade or study place they aimed for.

What have you got out of volunteering?
A lot of new acquaintances and experiences! I was also invited 
to be in the Nordic youth cooperation network, which has two 
representatives each from Finland, Sweden, Norway, Denmark and 
Iceland. So far, I’ve managed to take part in one of the meetings 
of the cooperation network, which was held in Iceland at the end 
of March. I think and hope that in the future too I will get a lot of 
good experiences and contacts from volunteering, for instance for 
employment! n

Save the Children Finland    ANNUAL REVIEW 2014

Introducing a volunteer

Mentoring is one of the 
elements of Save the Children’s 

Eväitä Elämä programme. With the 
support of young adults, it maintains 
and boosts children’s motivation at 

school and increases their enjoyment 
of learning and positive learning 

experiences.
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IN KENYA, as a result of reinforced 
community based child protection 
systems, 139 children who had either 
gone missing from their families, 
been abandoned or been abused were 
traced and either reunited with their 
families or with their community in 
a safe home environment. Before 
being reunited with their families, the 
home situations were assessed, and 
following their return home family 
counselling was provided. 

2014 CHILD PROTECTION IN FIGURES

INTERNATIONAL OPERATIONS

DOMESTIC CHILD PROTECTION

139

100 759

6806

5

20 000

510

1347 231

41

658

46

158

141

323

815

children in support families children in foster care children adopted through the 
international adoption service

clients in post adoption and  

family care services 

trained families waiting for  

a foster child

children in children’s 
homes

children in holiday homes

children received support 

from support persons

families in  

adoption counselling

IN NEPAL, we supported 50 Village 
Child Protection Committees plus 
the preparation of 48 villages’ 
annual plans for promoting and 
implementing child protection. 
Child protection committees were 
established in 87 cooperation schools, 
and 6 806 children advanced their 
own rights in 194 child clubs.

The African Movement of Working 
Children and Youth (AMWCY), with 
the support of Save the Children, 
reached 100 759 children IN SIX WEST 
AFRICAN COUNTRIES: Benin, Togo, 
Mali, Burkina Faso, Nigeria and Ivory 
Coast. AMWCY promotes the rights of 
child labourers and young people. 

Fourteen children’s homes and one 
boarding school are involved in child 
protection activities in RUSSIAN 
KARELIA. The project benefited 510 
children and over 270 children’s home 
employees, teachers and officials.

Information about child protection 
was increased with the help of drama  
education in SOMALILAND, where  
drama was used to present 
information to 8 700 children and 11 
300 adults about preventing violence 
against children. 2 321 adults and 
1 297 children took part in dialogue 
sessions and community meetings on 
violence against children. 

IN INDIA, in Rajasthan, community 
level norms and conditions to curb 
child labour were finalised with Save 
the Children’s support in collaboration 
with five regional administrations. 
This guidance has started to be 
disseminated for wider use. 
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which supports children’s hobby expenses. Active 
communications and good contacts and relations developed 
with sports clubs, and organisations in the Tampere area 
contributed to the swift start-up of the initiative. Experts from 
the UKK Institute were involved in the training. An operational 
model for supporting children and training was planned based 
on the established working practices of the support person 
services for families. The sports sponsors receive support and 
guidance from Save the Children personnel and they receive 
supplementary training and recreation days.

Operating principles:

  � Preventive, low threshold activity

  � Volunteers are safe adults who have received training as 
sports sponsors

  � To increase children’s participation and agency

  � Children’s family background must not be apparent, 
affect children or put them at a disadvantage 

  � The activity is a part of Save the Children’s support 
person service 

There have been surprisingly many enquiries from people 
wanting to become volunteers and from children applying for 
sport sponsors. It was decided that the activity would continue 
in 2015. The need to expand the activity to other regional 
associations has become apparent. In addition, sport clubs 
have been planned in which children other than those involved 
in the sports sponsor activity can take part. n

in autumn 2014, Save	the	Children	Finland’s	regional	office	
in western Finland started to experiment with using sport 
sponsors, following a suggestion from one of our staff members. 
The point is to promote children’s equality and wellbeing 
through physical activity and to increase the presence of 
supportive adults in children’s lives. The activity especially aims 
to reach children whose parents cannot afford (and are not able 
to be involved in and support) children’s sports and hobbies. In 
addition to sports sponsors helping children be active, they act 
as role models of healthy and active adults. The volunteer sports 
sponsors get to enjoy meaningful leisure time.

“Physical activity has a direct impact on children’s mental 
wellbeing and the development of good self-esteem. This 
creates a positive dynamic,” says the prevention coordinator 
Paula Paltila	from	the	regional	office	of	western	Finland.

SPORTS SPONSORS AND CHILDREN 
In just a short period, the sport sponsor experiment has been 
a good experience as it has reached children whose possibility 
to continue with sports hobbies has been jeopardised. From 
the outset, the activity received an excellent reception. New 
volunteers have been recruited and after the training sessions 
many volunteers, particularly men, have been needed in 
volunteer	work.		The	first	such	training	was	held	in	October	and	
involved 21 adult volunteers. There has been good feedback 
from parents, volunteers and partners from the start. By the end 
of the year sports sponsors had been arranged for 18 children.

The activity was started as part of Save the Children’s 
support person service and the Eväitä Elamälle programme, 

Save the Children Finland  ANNUAL REVIEW 2014

Sports sponsors 
putting an idea into action 

Photo:	Katriina	Roiha
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Save the Children is using the nationwide Eväitä Elämälle programme to help children in 
different parts of the country, and especially those from low-income families, to attend 
school and pursue hobbies. The programme features study material aid for secondary school 
learners, hobby aid for under-18-year-olds and mentoring to bolster the study motivation of 
upper-secondary and 10th grade learners. 

The programme aid is intended for children whose possibilities to continue attending school 
or to get involved in hobbies are at risk. The programme promotes children’s equality, 
participation and positive development. It aims to make lasting changes and impacts at both 
individual and societal levels.

In 2014 the Eväitä Elämälle programme supported the school attendance or 
hobbies of 991 children: 

  � 356 secondary school or vocational college students received study material aid

  � 542 children received hobby aid

  � 93 secondary school-age children received mentoring 

Funds used for supporting children: 

  � Total used €233 706.

  � Aid for study materials or hobby expenses amounted to €210 186.

  � Mentoring €23 521.

Average support sum / support per child:

  � Study materials aid €284

  � Hobby aid €200

  � Mentoring expenses €253

56 local Save the Children associations were involved in running the Eväitä 
Elämälle programme throughout Finland:

  � 50 local associations provided study material aid

  � 33 local associations provided hobby aid 

  � 4 local associations arranged mentoring

Compared to 2013

  � The number of associations involved in the Eväitä Elämälle programme increased by 20%

  � The number of children receiving aid through the programme increased by 34%

  � 56% more financial aid was granted for study materials and hobby aid

  � The number of children receiving mentoring increased by 182% over the previous year

  � The number of young adults acting as mentors increased by 153% 

The Eväitä Elämälle programme
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Save the Children Finland held an open doors evening at Tiukula House, the 
organisation’s headquarters, on the Night of the Arts, 21 August. We presented our 
organisation’s work for children and adults, and provided children with balloons, music, 
face	painting,	candyfloss	and	popcorn.	Many	families	with	children	came	along	to	
enjoy this festive evening. n

Open house on the Night 
of the Arts 

the state of the world’s mothers report, published by Save the 
Children on 6 May 2014, rated Finland as the best country in which 
to be a mother for the second year running.  The Mothers’ Index 2014 
ranked	178	countries	based	on	five	indicators	related	to	maternal	
well-being: maternal health, children’s well-being, educational status, 
economic status and political status of women. According to the 
report,	the	situation	is	hardest	in	countries	affected	by	conflicts,	natural	
disasters and that are fragile states.  The report places Somalia last on 
the Mothers’ Index. n

Finland is still the best country  
in the world for mothers 

Save the Children Finland  ANNUAL REVIEW 2014
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A panel discussion held in February 2014 on the EU and child rights brought 
together Finnish EU parliamentary candidates at Tiukula House – Save the Children’s 
headquarters. 

The topics they discussed included: How are children’s rights realized in the EU? How 
does the European Parliament promote child rights? What are the views of European 
Parliament election candidates? Taking part in the discussion were Sari Essayah (Chris. 
Dem.), Petri Sarvamaa (Nat. Coalition Party), Anneli Jäättenmäki (Centre Party), Pia 
Lohikoski (Left Alliance), Outi Alanko-Kahiluoto (Greens), Päivi Storgård (Swedish 
People’s Party), Pirkko Ruohonen-Lerner (Finns Party), Liisa Jaakonsaari (Soc. Dem.). 
The event was arranged in collaboration with Central Union for Child Welfare and its 
member organisations. 

The way children are treated in the EU determines the future of the union. It will 
not be possible to achieve sustainable development unless the rights of children 
are respected and member states invest in their future. The UN Convention on the 
Rights	of	the	Child,	which	all	member	states	have	ratified,	also	makes	promoting	
child rights a binding obligation. The EU Charter of Fundamental Rights requires 
that children’s best interests be taken into account in the planning, implementation 
and monitoring of all EU policy that directly or indirectly affects children. The 
parliamentary candidates committed themselves as defenders of child rights by 
signing the Child Rights Manifesto. n

Save the Children Finland  ANNUAL REVIEW 2014

European parliamentary 
candidates defending 
child rights 
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the children and digital media team was in contact with over 35 000 young 
people in 2014. We discussed everyday things, school, friends, bullying, 
loneliness and – via the Suunta (Direction) online service – especially 
about their hopes for the future and the challenges posed by studying and 

working life.   The online youth centre Netari was open over 110 times, and nearly 
700 young people took part in one-to-one counselling and advice discussions on 
the Suunta service. Netari activity was developed jointly with municipalities and 
commercial companies maintaining online services.  Youth workers working with 
Netari were from Espoo, Kerava, Kuopio, Lappeenranta, Oulu, Pori and Vantaa.

The team actively monitored how children and young people use technology and 
the changes taking place in the operating environment.  We paid special attention 
to violations of children’s rights online.  The knowledge and experience gained from 
international cooperation, hotlines and other practical activities are being used in 
contacts with young people and in training professionals who have contact with 
young people. In 2014, we trained over 900 professionals on children’s rights and 
digital media themes.  The aim is to increase the capacity of professionals to recognise, 
detect and intervene in the online violations of children’s rights.

Child protection 
& digital media 
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  � We seek to prevent violations of children’s rights 
and to promote interventions in them. Report 
photographic or video material linked to child 
sexual abuse here: www.nettivihje.fi. 

  � We aim to increase the capacity of professionals 
to recognise and detect problems and to 
intervene in them. We provide training and 
materials for different target groups.

  � We develop online youth work and we work with 
the most vulnerable children to safeguard their 
welfare in the online environment.

  � We are actively involved in cooperative projects 
nationally and internationally that aim to 
improve safe Internet use among children and 
young people. We want to provide children 
with sufficient media skills for them to prevent 
potential situations that would be dangerous and 
harmful to their growth and development.

  � This work is made possible by the Finnish Slot 
Machine Association, the Ministry of Education 
and Culture, the Ministry of Transport and 
Communications, the Ministry of Justice, the 
Stiftelsen 7:nde Mars Fonden, the Jenny and Antti 
Wihuri Foundation, the European Union and the 
Finnish Innovation Fund. 

READ MORE 

www.pelastakaalapset.fi/ 
nuorisotoiminta 
www.nettivihje.fi
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Children are entitled to protection from sexual abuse, including online protection. 
We promote the implementation of this right by providing the scope for reporting 
incidences of photographic and video material related to child sexual abuse using 
the Nettivihje hotline. In 2014, we dealt with 2 307 reports from the public, 18 % of 
which concerned illegal sexual subject matter.  Thanks to such reporting and effective 
online work, we were able to promote the rapid removal of this illegal material from 
the Internet and intervention in the criminal offenses related to it.  

In 2014, to further prevention of child sexual abuse, we published self-help 
material intended for people who are drawn to making approaches to minors or 
collecting	photos	of	children.		The	Otanvastuun.fi	website	aims	to	prevent	the	trade	in	
pictures of children and the online sexual abuse of children and young people. n
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F
orty-six children were received via the international 
adoption service, many of them with special needs. The 
children included 10 from Russia, four from Thailand, 18 
from China and 14 from the Philippines.  The adoption 

service carried out the post-adoption follow-up of 243 
children and 161 reports on their process of adaptation were 
sent to their countries of origin.  The number of new adoption 
applicants increased slightly over the previous year, and it 
was possible to send applications, mainly to contacts in the 
Philippines, Thailand and China. A new adoption cooperation 
contact, Kyrgyzstan, was also opened.  There were 50 post-
adoption service clients, some of whom received guidance 
and assistance for arranging native land visits, while others 
concerned information related to children’s background 
information including inquiries related to the child’s country of 
origin. A total of 1 782 children were adopted through Save 
the Children Finland since 1985: 885 from Russia, 481 from 
China, 175 from the Philippines, 159 from Thailand, 39 from 
Sri Lanka, 29 from Poland and one from each of Columbia, 
India, Ethiopia and Romania. Post adoption services for 

children already adopted who are approaching adolescence 
and adulthood will increase in the next few years and require 
more resources.

In the autumn we held enjoyable event days for families 
whose adopted children have arrived in 2012 - 2013. Parents 
and children met at our headquarters at Tiukula House to 
interact with one another and they could try out activities 
such as theraplay, face painting, crafts and outdoor games.  The 
highlight of the day was the “Siina and the miracle radio” 
children’s concert. 

A peer activity in the St Petersburg Club involved applicants 
adopting from Russia and families with children adopted from 
Russia. Altogether 223 people took part in the family event 
day. 

A seminar on adoption and social media was carried out 
together with other Finnish adoption service providers at 
Tiukala House with 82 participants: adoption applicants, 
parents of adopted children and adopted children. During 
the seminar, adoption service providers addressed issues like 
opportunities and risks posed by social media in post-adoption 
issues and related to adoption background checks as well as 
guidance provided by the service providers in such a search.

The international adoption service provides Finns with 
an	official	channel	for	adoptions	and	wards	off	the	risks	to	
children and families associated with independent adoptions. 
The	international	adoption	service’s	get-togethers,	briefings	
about target countries and lectures on the health of adopted 
children, which inform about adoption processes, are part 
of the adoption service’s training and communications work, 
which supports the aims of our adoption work.  There were 
19 events held in which 433 people participated. 

At the year’s end, the international adoption service 
was the focus of news media attention when the Finnish 
parliament voted in favour of the equal marriage act. Russia, 
which is Save the Children’s contact country, does not permit 
adoptions from countries that have equal marriage laws. News 
of the vote by the Finnish parliament soon had a practical 
impact on cooperation with Russia on adoption; in January 
2015 this contact could no longer accept new adoption 
applications. n

A busy year for our 
international adoption service 

A total of  
1 782 children 
were adopted through  
Save the Children Finland since 1985.
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Promoting 
child rights globally  
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I n 2014 we promoted the rights of  children in more than twenty countries 
in Africa, Asia, the Middle East and in Finland's neighbouring area. Our 
activities in development cooperation, humanitarian aid and neighbouring 
area cooperation directly benefited over 285 000 children, well over half  of  

whom were girls. These activities also reached over 241 000 adults. 
Priority themes in 2014 were Child Protection, Education and Child Rights 

Governance, as determined in the International Programme Strategy for the period 
2014–2016. Throughout the term of the programme, we are promoting children’s 
welfare more extensively and focusing in all our projects on reducing extreme poverty 
through Child Sensitive Social Protection and Disaster Risk Reduction. In providing 
humanitarian aid, we aim to ensure that children’s needs receive top priority when there 
is a disaster and that their right to life, protection and education, and development are 
not imperilled. 

All projects are conducted in cooperation with local authorities, communities and 
civil society, as well as with families and children. All our activities emphasise children’s 
participation and promote their scope to express their opinions and viewpoints, 
influence decision-making and bring about change. 

CHILDREN’S RIGHT TO PROTECTION 

We developed and bolstered national and community based child protection systems 
in the countries and areas in which we operate, so that children are able to live safely in 
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their own communities and families. We worked alongside families and communities 
on child protection, protecting children from all forms of violence, abuse, neglect or 
negligent treatment. We focused on improving the status of children who work and of 
children who have been, or who are in danger of being left without appropriate care.

in west africa, we strengthened the African Movement of  Working 
Children and Youth in six countries. Altogether 1 588 child and youth action 
groups were operating by the end of  the year. The working conditions of  
child labourers were improved and they were provided with protection from 
abuse and ill treatment, as well as with education and health care. Child 
protection-related activities benefited 13 728 children in extremely vulnerable 
circumstances. 

in nepal, we supported the development of  community based child 
protection structures by focusing in particular on reducing child labour and 
child trafficking. Altogether 391 child clubs were established with our support 
in dealing with issues affecting the implementation of  child rights, including 
abuse and child marriages. The clubs involved 6 806 children, who carried out 
nearly 300 activities aimed at reducing child labour and child trafficking. 

in somaliland, we supported the preparation of  a report evaluating the 
child protection capacity of  the government authorities. The results of  the 
assessment are being utilised extensively in developing child protection in 
Somaliland. We also organised numerous training and other events with the 
participation of  local community leaders, official representatives and parents, 
as well as youth and children’s groups. The goal was to bolster coordination 
and flow of  information among different entities and stakeholders working in 
the area of  child protection. 

in KenYa, we supported local authorities so that children placed in 
institutions are cared for appropriately and in accordance with the set 
requirements. We also increased the awareness of  the authorities, local 
communities and potential foster parents about family care and domestic 
adoption practices. Part of  our work included further developing 
arrangements whereby vulnerable children – for instance children who have 
been abandoned – can be traced and reunited with their families. Over the 
course of  the year, 139 children were brought together with their families. We 
provided support to the parents and carers who were traced and the children’s 
situation was monitored regularly. 

in BurKina faso, we initiated a project to improve the capacity of  children 
to protect themselves and of  communities to protect children from abuse, 
neglect and violence in disaster situations.

in india we finalised community level guidance on reducing child labour in 
collaboration with authorities in five administrative regions. This guidance has 
started to be disseminated for extensive use.

Ramatou Issouf,	a	12-year-old	Beninese	
girl,	is	learning	to	become	a	tailor	at	
the	course	centre	run	by	the	African	
Movement	of	Working	Children	and	
Youth.	She	wants	to	go	on	to	study	at	
secondary	school,	so	that	she	can	later	
qualify	as	a	teacher.	“Education	protects	
people	from	abuse,”	says	Ramatou.	
In	2014,	40	346	children	received	

literacy	instruction,	health	care	or	help	in	
cases	of	abuse.	

Photo:	Katri	Tukiainen	/	Save	the	Children

Kalgacal Muhiyodin Mohamed,	who	lives	in	Hargeisa	in	Somaliland,	had	to	
start	going	to	work	at	the	age	of	seven.	Kalgarcal	was	a	domestic	worker	in	six	
families	until	she	was	able	to	return	home	at	the	age	of	12.	That	is	when	Kalgacal	
became	a	member	of	a	child	club	supported	by	Save	the	Children.		
Kalgacal	spread	information	about	child	rights	and	the	problems	and	solutions	

linked	to	them.	Her	mother	stopped	punishing	her	and	registered	her	at	school.	
“Before,	when	I	saw	others	my	age,	say,	reading	writing	on	walls	I	was	very	
disappointed.	I	didn’t	even	know	how	to	write	my	name.	Now	I	can	both	read	
and	write.”	
Child	groups	supported	by	Save	the	Children	have	enabled	1	178	children	to	

be	trained	in	child	rights	and	their	promotion.	

Photo:	Anne	Heinonen	
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CHILD RIGHTS GOVERNANCE 

Good governance requires a robust civil society, which holds authorities and decision-
makers accountable for ensuring the implementation of children’s rights and for using 
society’s resources so that children receive the basic services due to them. In all our 
work, we promote the kind of good governance where state authorities and decision-
makers are accountable for their commitments to children. In 2014, we focused on 

Sarita Bal and	her	three	siblings	live	
with	their	grandparents	in	the	village	
of	Swarathok,	Nepal.	The	family	face	
a	daily	struggle	to	make	ends	meet.	In	
December	2013,	Sarita’s	grandparents	
sent	her	to	work	as	a	domestic	worker	
in	the	capital,	Kathmandu,	because	they	
thought	that	things	would	be	better	for	
her	there.	“I	didn’t	go	to	school	or	get	
paid,”	Sarita	points	out.	
Then	her	grandmother	joined	a	

women’s	group	supported	by	Save	the	
Children	with	whose	help	Sarita	was	able	
to	return	home.	She	and	her	siblings	
receive	support	to	attend	school	from	a	
fund	established	by	Save	the	Children,	
local	communities	and	the	authorities.	
“I’m	going	to	work	hard	so	that	I	can	get	
a	good	job.	I	also	want	to	tell	parents	and	
children	that	children	must	never	be	sent	
out	to	work,”	says	Sarita.	
Throughout	the	year,	663	orphaned	

children	received	regular	support	from	
the	established	Child	Endowment	Funds.	

Photo:	Sabina	Lama	

Shoma Akter from	Bangladesh	was	
in	danger	of	having	to	become	a	child	
worker	because	of	her	family’s	poverty.	
There	was	no	money	for	her	to	go	to	
school,	and	her	father	wanted	her	to	
become	a	domestic	worker.	But	instead	
her	mother	sent	Shoma	to	live	with	her	
grandparents.	She	first	went	to	a	village	
school	established	by	Save	the	Children	
and	she	has	now	transferred	to	a	formal	
primary	school.	Shoma’s	grandmother	
was	granted	food	aid	by	the	state.	
In	2014,	503	children	were	being	

taught	at	22	village	schools	that	we	
have	established.	Altogether,	11	856	
people	received	various	types	of	social	
protection	schemes	and	programmes	
for	the	poor.	We	assist	the	authorities	
and	local	communities	in	Bangladesh	to	
improve	their	work	so	that	the	poorest	
families	receive	the	services	they	are	
entitled	to.	

Photo:	Khalid	Hussain	Ershad
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public investments and on improving the effectiveness of society’s resources for realising 
child rights, in particular in Kenya, Somalia and Nepal.

in KenYa we provided training to representatives of  provincial 
administrations and child rights networks on responsible budgeting and 
investing in children. In addition, we trained 3 320 members of  child clubs on 
child rights and about monitoring the use of  public funds. Work to increase 
people’s awareness of  the public services to which they are entitled was also 
added to our scope of  activity.

in nepal we focused on promoting access to social protection for families in 
need and increasing the transparency and accountability of  local government 
in relation to citizens. The outcome by the end of  2014 was that 90 of  the 
local authorities involved allocated at least 10 per cent of  their budgets to 
child welfare promotion. Established Child Endowment Funds managed by 
the authorities and local communities, for example, were for supporting 663 
children who had lost their parents or carers to continue to attend school. 

in Bangladesh we assisted poor families to access government social 
protection schemes, resulting in 11 856 beneficiaries receiving benefits, 
including food transfer, maternity allowances, disability allowances and school 
stipends.

 

EDUCATION FOR ALL CHILDREN 

A special emphasis of our education projects in Ethiopia and Kenya is on children with 
disabilities being able to access good quality early childhood and basic education. We 
promoted the availability of free preschool and basic education and inclusive education, 
and reinforced the capacity of authorities, local communities and other actors to 
promote the rights of all children to attend school.

in ethiopia we promoted school access for children with special needs, for 
example by supporting the renovation of  school buildings and facilities, and 
the acquisition of  teaching and learning materials, taking into account the 
needs of  children with disabilities. Our work on improving basic education 
reached over 8 000 children. We constructed eight Early Childhood Care and 
Education centres. Altogether 750 children, 38 of  them with special needs, 
were enrolled in the centres supported by Save the Children. 

in KenYa over 5 200 children benefited directly from our activities on 
promoting children’s education. Altogether 386 children with disabilities could 
attend mainstream schools in their home areas following assessment. We also 
supported schools and families in discussing solutions for attending to the 
special needs of  children with disabilities.

REDUCING EXTREME POVERTY THROUGH SOCIAL PROTECTION 

In our joint activities with authorities and local communities, we promoted the access 
of poor families to government social protection programmes and other services, and 
to health care and education. We include such work in all our projects. At a national 
level, we influence social protection policy so that government support and services 
correspond better to the needs of children and their families. Projects particularly 
focusing on Child Sensitive Social Protection carried out in Bangladesh, India and 
Nepal directly benefited over 79 000 children.

KNOWING HOW TO PREPARE FOR DISASTERS 

Nearly all projects involved activities on Disaster Risk Reduction, to ensure that 
children, communities and authorities are able to prepare for disasters and to reduce 
their risks.
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Part of this activity involved children, communities and authorities mapping the 
risks related to disasters. The information gathered was used, among other things, in 
drawing up preparedness plans. For example, groups of children drew maps of their 
neighbourhoods on which they marked the most dangerous and the safest places in 
the event of a disaster. In clubs they discussed how risks can be reduced and how to 
manage in disasters. School learners also learnt basic first-aid skills, which if necessary 
they could use to save their friends. At a national level, the aim was to influence essential 
legislation and policy so that children’s needs would be better taken into account and 
that sufficient funding would be set aside for disaster prevention.

HUMANITARIAN WORK REACHED MORE THAN 42 000 CHILDREN

In 2014, Save the Children Finland delivered emergency assistance to the most vulnerable 
children in Iraq, Lebanon, Mali, Somalia, Uganda, Gaza, and the Central African 
Republic. Our humanitarian aid reached over 62 000 people directly, over two-thirds 
of whom were children. The most important activity sector was child protection. We 
also supported emergency operations of Save the Children International and member 
organizations, specifically in the crises of South Sudan and Iraq, the floods in Ethiopia 
and India, the landslide in Nepal and the Ebola epidemic in West Africa.

in the Kurdistan region of iraq, we assisted internally displaced people 
(IDPs) with clean water and improved sanitation. We constructed water points 
and built and repaired sanitation and shower facilities. We also improved waste 
water disposal systems and carried out extensive hygiene education campaigns. 

in north leBanon, we supported refugee families affected by the conflict in 
Syria for example by distributing hygiene kits and shelter kits to families living 
in inadequate shelters. In addition, we organized peer support for adolescents 
and increased their understanding on sexual and reproductive health and 
means to prevent sexual violence. We also activated parents and community 
members in child protection and violence prevention in the community.

in mali we took action to protect children living in the Timbuktu area 
from all forms of  abuse, neglect and violence. We established child-friendly 
spaces, organized psychosocial support for children and other survival support 
activities. We also trained parents, child protection committees and local 
partners, and we cooperated with local authorities on child protection issues. 

Pandey Manoj,	17,	in	Chhachharhawa	
village	in	Nepal	explaining	to	Save	the	
Children’s	adviser	Kirsi	Peltola	how	
the	village	has	prepared	for	disasters.	
The	village	children	and	youth	have	
mapped	the	hazards	and	assets	in	
their	own	immediate	environment.	
The	children	have	also	been	taught	
first	aid	and	other	skills	for	use	in	
emergencies.	They	have	learnt	about	
disasters	and	have	participated	in	
readiness	training	in	the	villages	and	
schools.	

Photo:	Tilak	Chaudhary	
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in somalia, amidst the protracted crisis, we strengthened the capacity of  
communities, authorities and parents to protect and take care of  children. 
Over 300 most vulnerable children were helped, for instance by improving 
their access to health care and education. Workshops for psychosocial support 
were organised for children in need of  special assistance, and these were 
held in schools and in connection with the IDP settlements. In addition, 
we provided training on child protection and promotion of  the well-being 
of  children for officials, civil society representatives and members of  Child 
Welfare Committees, as well as for parents’ groups. We also responded to the 
immediate food needs of  IDPs in Mogadishu.

in uganda we established child-friendly spaces and kindergartens in refugee 
camps, so that children fleeing the conflict in South Sudan are able to learn 

One	of	the	first	things	that	must	be	
arranged	for	a	new	displaced	persons	
camp	is	clean	drinking	water.	Save	the	
Children’s	relief	project	in	the	Kurdistan	
Region	of	Iraq	improved	access	to	clean	
water,	sanitation	and	hygiene.	The	
project	benefited	internally	displaced	
people	as	well	as	the	communities	re-
ceiving	them.	Part	of	the	project	work	
involved	building	or	renovating	73	la-
trines	and	48	shower	areas,	which	can	
also	be	easily	accessed	by	people	with	
reduced	mobility.	

Photo:	Eeva	Johansson	/	Save	the	Chil-
dren

“Many	schools	refused	to	take	
Samuel as	a	pupil	because	he	has	
a	disability.	I	am	extremely	happy	
that	he	can	go	to	this	school.	He	
has	learnt	many	new	things,”	says	
Samuel’s	mother	Zinash Abera.	
Six-year-old	Samuel	has	Down’s	
syndrome.	
The	Early	Childhood	Care	and	

Education	centre	established	by	Save	
the	Children	in	the	Ethiopian	city	of	
Nazaret	is	open	to	all	children.	
In	2014,	there	were	750	children,	

38	with	disabilities,	attending	the	
centres	supported	by	Save	the	
Children.	

Photo:	Eeva	Johansson	/	Save	the	
Children
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and play. We supported and promoted infant and young 
child feeding in emergencies and improved people’s 
awareness on hygiene and waste disposal. 

in gaza we participated in SCI emergency response 
with a focus on child protection. The operational focus 
was on providing psychosocial support for children 
affected by the crisis. In addition, we increased parents’ 
awareness of  child protection issues, mental health and 
how to support their children in a crisis.

in the central african repuBlic we supported 
emergency assistance to conflict-affected children and 
their families. More than 9 000 people were provided 
with access to health care, including 89 referrals for 
hospital treatment. About 3 500 children participated in 
the activities in child-friendly spaces, and nearly  
2 400 adults and children were given instruction in child 
protection matters. 

DEVELOPMENT COMMUNICATIONS AND  
ADVOCACY 

in finland, a wide variety of our communications and 
advocacy work is carried out on the priority themes of the 
International Programme. Our activities seek to raise public 
awareness of development issues related to child rights. 
Throughout the year, we particularly brought forward our 

views on how children’s rights should be taken into account 
in the post-2015 development agenda. Decision-makers were 
also challenged on investing in children and on attending 
to the impacts on children resulting from decisions and 
resource allocations. Global education for schools reached 
over 9 000 children. 

CHILD RIGHTS AND CORPORATE SOCIAL 
RESPONSIBILITY
 
Business activities affect children’s lives in many ways. 
Through their activities, companies can directly further the 
implementation of child rights, for instance by making sure 
that products are safe for children, by opposing hazardous child 
labour and by being concerned about the working conditions 
of young workers. Companies can also indirectly promote 
children’s welfare by ensuring that employees receive a living 
wage.

Children’s Rights and Business Principles (CRBP) is an 
international initiative of UN Global Compact, Save the 
Children and UNICEF. Its 10 principles assist companies to 
identify the impacts their activities and operations have on 
children. They encourage companies to include children’s 
rights in core strategies and to take greater responsibility for 
the implementing these rights. The CRBP provide a basis for 
corporate social responsibility, where greater attention is paid 
to human rights and children’s rights.  

Save the Children Sweden and Accenture have developed a 
support model for companies to utilize. We are also using this 
common instrument in our work with Finland based businesses. 

In 2014, we engaged in a partnership on CRBP with Stora 
Enso and Nokia.

We have been involved in extensive cooperation with Stora 
Enso on the CRBP in collaboration with Save the Children 
Sweden. This work included evaluating Stora Enso's internal 
policies and providing training to the personnel on child rights.
At the request of Stora Enso, we also conducted an evaluation 
with Save the Children India concerning supply networks of 
recycled paper in Southern India.

We signed a three-year global partnership agreement with 
Nokia in December 2014. Save the Children Finland submits 
proposals on how Nokia can promote children’s rights together 
with other actors, among other things by evaluating Nokia’s 
internal policies and providing training to the personnel. Nokia 
in turn supports Save the Children Finland’s education project 
in Myanmar, in which the main emphasis is on promoting 
early childhood education. The project also seeks ways to 
utilise technology to enhance quality education. Disaster risk 
reduction is also central to the partnership, as natural disasters 
are a significant threat to children’s welfare in Myanmar. The 
partnership with Nokia in India is already ongoing. n

Companies are asked to include, support 
and observe the following principles in  
their	sphere	of	influence.	
 
according to the principles companies must: 
1. Meet their responsibility to respect children’s rights and 

commit to supporting the human rights of children

2. Contribute to the elimination of child labour, including in 
all business activities and business relationships

3. Provide decent work for young workers, parents and 
caregivers

4. Ensure the protection and safety of children in all business 
activities and facilities

5. Ensure that products and services are safe, and seek to 
support children’s rights through them

6. Use marketing and advertising that respect and support 
children’s rights

7. Respect and support children’s rights in relation to the 
environment and to land acquisition and use

8. Respect and support children’s rights in security 
arrangements

9. Help protect children affected by emergencies

10. Reinforce community and government efforts to protect 
and	fulfil	children’s	rights
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MEDALS OF MERIT GRANTED IN 2014 
ESTER STÅHLBERG MEDAL

Erkki Heikkinen 

PIETATE IN PARVULOS MEDAL

Veijonen Kari, Naantali Association
Mattila Reijo, Kuopion Association 
Hynnälä Seija, Vihdin Association

GOLD MEDAL OF MERIT

Kuopio Association: Keränen Liisa, Keränen Jouko and 

Ruusinen Terttu
Imatra Association: Perttu Leila and Sahla Seppo

SILVER MEDAL OF MERIT

Kuopio Association: Kuusela Pirkko
Imatra Association: Kojo Anna-Liisa, Lintunen Helena, 
Piepponen Tellervo and Pitkänen Rauni
Vihti Association: Kurman-Munck Eva

BRONZE MEDAL OF MERIT
Lappeenrata Association: Vaittinen Paula

Imatra Association: Hämäläinen Irene, Jyrkinen 
Raija, Karjalainen Elvi, Kokko Anja, Luukkala Jukka, 
Lyytikäinen Anna-Leena, Lyytikäinen Eila, Lääperi 
Liisa, Malvasto Marianne, Martikainen Maija-Liisa, 
Moilanen Marja-Liisa, Paakkinen Meeri, Pesonen 
Sirpa, Pulliainen Auli, Rahkonen Tuula, Reiman Ritva, 
Savolainen Marjut, Taitto Annikka, Tiilikainen Katri and 
Toivonen Sari.

Vihti Association: Portaankorva-Heinonen Pia

ADMINISTRATIVE BODIES IN 2014

Honorary Chairperson	 First	Lady	Jenni	Haukio

CENTRAL	COUNCIL
Chairperson 	 	 Päivi	Korolainen

MEMBERS  DEPUTY MEMBERS

Southern Finland
Seija	Hynnälä	(vice-ch.)	 Petri	Matero	
Seija	Loimuneva	 	 Irma	Hirvelä-Salomäenpää	
Sirpa	Salonen	 	 Leila	Yli-Alho	
Pirjo	Mattila		 	 Eliina	Vatanen	
Annikka	Taitto	(vice-ch.)	 Päivi	Melto
Pipsa	Piipponen	 	 Irmeli	Lindroos
Katri	Ignatius		 	 Anneli	Junnila

Åland Islands
Monica	von	Frenckell	 Janina	Björni

Central Finland
Tuula	Tahvanainen		 Riitta	Mecklin	
Leena	Oijusluoma		 	 Riitta	Tiainen
Merja	Pulliainen	 	 Kaarina	Lahti	
	
Western Finland
Merja	Söderlund	 	 Irma	Kuuisto	
Milja-Elina	Saarinen	 Kirsti	Manninen
Sinikka	Sillanpää	 	 Seija	Meriläinen

Eastern Finland  
Sanna	Oikarinen	 	
Pirkko	Kuusela	 	 Maija-Leena	Kumpulainen	

Northern Finland
Antero	Lindvall	 	 Marjo	Vahera-Helin	
Kyllikki	Vänttinen	 	 Mirja-Maija	Hakolampi	

Experts
Pirjo	von	Hertzen	 	 Maija	von	Fiandt	
Johanna	Jaskari		 	 Helena	Isotalus
Marja	Puhakka	 	 Eija	Mustonen

EXECUTIVE	BOARD
Chairperson		 	 Press	Councellor	Erkki	Heikkinen	

Members
Researcher	Tarja	Heino		
Special	Adviser	Tarja	Kantola	(vice-ch.)	
Chief	Physician	Kari	Lappi
YTM	Suso	Kolesnik
Provost	Reijo	Mattila,	representative	of	local	associations
Youth	Worker	Jukka	Sirviö,	representative	of	local	associations
Director	of	Social	and	Welfare	Services	Ulla	Tikkanen	(vice-ch.)	
Editor-in-chief	Merja	Ylä-Anttila		
Coordinator	of	support	person	&	support	family	services		
Sami	Luoto,	employee	representative	

HIGH-QUALITY CHILD PROTECTION 
WORK AND DIRECT SUPPORT FOR 
CHILDREN

Local associations near children
• Children’s events
• Peer support for families
• Support for the purchase of school 

books and hobbies

Professional child protection services
• Support family and support person 

activities
• Holiday homes 
• Foster care 
• Domestic adoption counselling 
• International adoption counselling 

and service 
• Post-adoption services
• Children’s homes 
• Consulting services 
• Legal services
• Trustee action

Professional psychosocial child protec-
tion services

• Consulting services
• Therapy services
• Peer group work for placed and 

adopted children 
• Support services for placed and 

adopted children

Child Protection and Digital Media
• Online tip-off service

Youth activities
• Crisis and support chat rooms for 

children and young people
• Online youth activities
• Mentoring for school children

International programmes
• Strengthening of national and 

community based child protection 
systems

• Improving access, quality and safety 
of basic education

• Creating safety nets for vulnerable 
children

• Reduction of extreme poverty 
through Child Sensitive Social 
Protection 

• Humanitarian aid and strengthe-
ning the disaster preparedness of 
communities

 

ADVOCACY IN CHILD POLICY MAT-
TERS AND WORK IN PARTNERSHIPS

Promoting children’s rights
• Statements and expressions of 

opinion
• Amendments to legislation and 

practices
• Co-operation and partnership 

with child rights networks and duty 
bearers

• National and international co-ope-
ration

• Civic	influence	by	local	associations

Dissemination and distribution of 
information

• Children’s rights
• Media education
• Participation
• Anti-racism activities

 

WAYS OF PARTICIPATING IN OUR 
ACTIVITIES

• Volunteering
• Fundraising for the Children’s Relief 

Fund
• Country-specific	community	spon-

sorship activities
• Monthly donation
• Fundraising for humanitarian aid 
• Corporate partnerships

Come and join us – we are needed!

Save	the	Children	Finland	is	a	non-profit	organisation	whose	vision	is	a	world	
in which every child attains the right to survival, protection, development 
and participation. Save the Children Finland was founded in 1922 and is a 
member of Save the Children International, the world's leading independent 
organisation for children.
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