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Teaching Information

This scheme of work has been designed to be used in conjunction with your English writing 

curriculum. We recommend spreading the small steps out over the number of weeks suggested on 

the yearly overview. It is important to develop and build pupils’ grammar, punctuation and 

spelling knowledge alongside reading and writing as this is the foundation of the English language. 

Understanding these elements of the English language enables pupils to not only enjoy English as 

a subject in its own right, but also to access the rest of the subjects within the whole curriculum. 

Each block will develop English language fluency as well as application and reasoning to allow 

children to use these skills across all subject areas. We have provided some notes and guidance 

for each small step which breaks down the expectations for each pupil, as well as focused 

questions to help support your teaching. 

Every step within each block has corresponding resources available on our website. These 

resources include a Teaching PowerPoint, Varied Fluency questions, and Application and 

Reasoning questions. The resources for each first step in every block are available to download for 

free. 
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Spring Block 1 – Conjunctions

National Curriculum Objectives:

• (1G3.3) Joining words and joining clauses using ‘and’

• (1G3.1) How words can combine to make sentences

• (2G3.3) Co-ordination (using or, and, or but)

• Terminology for pupils:

• (1G6) word

• (1G3.1) sentence

Small Steps

1. Recognising a Sentence 

2. Recognising ‘and’

3. Using ‘and’

4. Recognising ‘but’

5. Using ‘but’

6. Recognising ‘or’

7. Using ‘or’

8. Using ‘and’, ‘but’ and ‘or’
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Step 1 – Recognising a Sentence

Notes and Guidance

• Children may already know that a sentence is a group of words that make sense when put together. They may know that a 

sentence is a complete idea on its own.

• From Autumn Block 3, children should already know that a sentence may include more than one noun and that these must 

be linked by the verb, for example The boy stroked the dog. Both boy and dog are nouns and they are linked together by the 

verb stroked. 

• In this step, children will recognise that a sentence is a group of words put together to say something complete and that a 

sentence must always make sense. If it does not make sense, then it is not a sentence.

• Children should recognise that sentences can be short or long. 

• Children should be able to recognise whether a group of words is a sentence or not by being able to identify if the group of 

words makes sense or not.

Focused Questions

• Which of the two groups of words is a sentence?

• Write a sentence using words from the word bank.

• Which words don’t belong in the sentence? e.g. the dog cat barks.

You can find the free resources for this step on our website. Each pack includes a Teaching 

PowerPoint, Varied Fluency questions, and Application and Reasoning questions. 
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Step 2 – Recognising ‘and’

Notes and Guidance

• In the previous step, children have learned that a sentence is a group of words put together to say something complete and 

that a sentence must always make sense. If it does not make sense, then it is not a sentence. They have also learned that a 

sentence can be short or long.

• This step focuses on recognising that a sentence can be made longer by adding the word ‘and’. 

• ‘And’ is a conjunction that is used to join two sentence together. It can also be used to join two or more words within a clause, 

both of which give additional information to the sentence.

• Children should be able to recognise ‘and’ in a sentence and decide if it has been used correctly.

Focused Questions

• Why has ‘and’ been added to this sentence? What extra information do we get?

• Which word is in front of ‘and’ / after ‘and’ in this sentence?

You can find the resources for this step on our website. Each pack includes a Teaching PowerPoint, 

Varied Fluency questions, and Application and Reasoning questions. 
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Step 3 – Using ‘and’

Notes and Guidance

• In the previous step, children have learned that a sentence can be made longer by adding the word ‘and’ to join words and 

clauses.

• Now that children can recognise ‘and’ in a sentence they can begin to start using the word in their sentences.

• They should know that ‘and’ can be used to join two words together as well as joining two clauses together, e.g. The red and

white sweet was fruity. The sweet was red and it tasted nice. 

• ‘And’ can be used more than once in a sentence, although this should be limited so that children do not use ‘and’ to keep the

sentence running on, e.g. The red and white sweet was fruity and it tasted nice. 

• Children should be able to use ‘and’ in a sentence and explain why it has been used correctly or incorrectly.

Focused Questions

• Where does ‘and’ fit best in this sentence?

• Join the two short sentences together using ‘and’.

• Why has the word ‘and’ been used twice in the sentence? Explain the two reasons.

You can find the resources for this step on our website. Each pack includes a Teaching PowerPoint, 

Varied Fluency questions, and Application and Reasoning questions. 
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Step 4 – Recognising ‘but’

Notes and Guidance

• In the previous step, children have learned that a sentence is a group of words that makes sense; that sentences can be short

or long and that a sentence can be made longer by adding the word ‘and’. 

• This step introduces a concept which is an expectation for Year 2. This element is introduced in Year 1 of our scheme in order 

to help children further understand the concept. It is likely children will be exposed to the conjunction ‘but’ in their reading

and through discussions. This step expands their understanding of conjunctions ahead of deeper study in Year 2.

• This step focuses on recognising that a sentence can be made longer by adding the word ‘but’. It can be used in a sentence 

to add information that contradicts the previous information in the sentence.

• ‘But’ is a conjunction that means except for, unless or on the contrary. Its use usually indicates that the next clause will 

contradict the previous clause, e.g. The weather was sunny but cold.

• Children should be able to recognise ‘but’ in a sentence and decide if it has been correctly used.

Focused Questions

• Why has ‘but’ been added to this sentence?

• Which word is in front of ‘but’ / after ‘but’ in this sentence?

• How does the word ‘but’ in this sentence affect the meaning?

You can find the resources for this step on our website. Each pack includes a Teaching PowerPoint, 

Varied Fluency questions, and Application and Reasoning questions. 
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Step 5 – Using ‘but’

Notes and Guidance

• In the previous step, children have learned that a sentence can be made longer by adding the word ‘but’. It can be used in a 

sentence to add information that generally contradicts the previous information in the sentence.

• This step focuses on using ‘but’ in a sentence and how it can be used to indicate contradictory information.

• Now that the children can recognise the word ‘but’ in a sentence they can begin to start using the word in their sentences.

• They should know that ‘but’ is a conjunction that means except for, unless or on the contrary. Its use indicates that the next 

clause will contradict the previous clause.

• Children should be able to use ‘but’ in a sentence and decide when it has been correctly used.

Focused Questions

• Where does ‘but’ fit best in this sentence?

• Join the two short sentences together using ‘but’.

• Explain why the word ‘but’ has been used in the sentence? 

You can find the resources for this step on our website. Each pack includes a Teaching PowerPoint, 

Varied Fluency questions, and Application and Reasoning questions. 
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Step 6 – Recognising ‘or’

Notes and Guidance

• In the previous steps, children have learned that a sentence is a group of words that makes sense; that sentences can be 

short or long and that a sentence can be made longer by adding the word ‘and’ and ‘but’. 

• This step introduces a concept which is an expectation for Year 2. This element is introduced in Year 1 of our scheme in order 

to help children further understand the idea of linking information in sentences. It’s likely children will be exposed to the

conjunction ‘or’ in their reading and discussion. This step expands their understanding of ‘or’ ahead of deeper study in Year 2.

• This step focuses on recognising the word ‘or’ and how it can be used in a sentence to give additional information indicating

two (or more) different options, e.g. Would you like red or green?

• Children should be able to recognise ‘or’ in a sentence and decide if it has been correctly used.

Focused Questions

• Why has ‘or’ been added to this sentence?

• Which word is in front of ‘or’ / after ‘or’ in this sentence?

• How does the word ‘or’ in this sentence affect the meaning?

You can find the resources for this step on our website. Each pack includes a Teaching PowerPoint, 

Varied Fluency questions, and Application and Reasoning questions. 
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Step 7 – Using ‘or’

Notes and Guidance

• In the previous steps, children have learned that a sentence can be made longer by adding the word ‘or’. 

• Now that the children can recognise the word ‘or’ in a sentence they can begin to start using the word in their sentences.

• This step focuses on using the word ‘or’ and how it can be used in a sentence to give additional information indicating two (or 

more) different options, e.g. Would you like red or green?

• Children should be able to use ‘or’ in a sentence and decide when it has been correctly used.

Focused Questions

• Where does ‘or’ fit best in this sentence?

• Join the two short sentences together using ‘or’.

• Explain why the word ‘or’ has been used in the sentence? 

You can find the resources for this step on our website. Each pack includes a Teaching PowerPoint, 

Varied Fluency questions, and Application and Reasoning questions. 
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Step 8 – Using ‘and’, ‘but’ and ‘or’

Notes and Guidance

• This step introduces a concept which is an expectation for Year 2. This step expands their understanding of conjunctions 

ahead of deeper study in Year 2.

• In the previous steps, children have learned that a sentence is a group of words that makes sense; that sentences can be 

short or long and that a sentence can be made longer by adding the word ‘and’, ‘but’ and ‘or’. 

• This step focuses on using the words ‘and’, ‘but’ and ‘or’ correctly in a sentence to give additional information that either joins 

two parts of a sentence, indicates that the next clause will contradict the previous one or it indicates multiple options.

• Children should be able to use ‘and’, ‘but’ and ‘or’ in a sentence and decide when to use each word to fit the intended 

meaning of the sentence.

Focused Questions

• Which conjunction is missing from the sentence: ‘and’, ‘but’ or ‘or’?

• Join the two short sentences together using ‘and’, ‘but’ or ‘or’.

• Why has the word ‘but’ been used in the sentence? Explain why ‘and’ or ‘or’ could not fit here.

You can find the resources for this step on our website. Each pack includes a Teaching PowerPoint, 

Varied Fluency questions, and Application and Reasoning questions. 
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