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Year 5 – Yearly Overview

Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 Week 7 Week 8 Week 9 Week 10Week 11Week 12

A
u

tu
m

n

1. Ready to Write 2. Relative Clauses
3. Modal 

Verbs
4. Adverbs

A
ss

e
ss

m
e

n
ts

S
p

ri
n

g

1. Parenthesis
2. Expanded Noun 

Phrases
3. Tenses

A
ss

e
ss

m
e

n
ts

S
u

m
m

e
r

1. Commas 2. Cohesion

3
. 

P
re

fi
x

e
s

4
. 

S
u

ff
ix

e
s

A
ss

e
ss

m
e

n
ts

classroomsecrets.com
Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling – Year 5 – Yearly Overview

© Classroom Secrets Limited 2019

All Rights Reserved



Teaching Information

This scheme of work has been designed to be used in conjunction with your English writing curriculum. We 

recommend spreading the small steps out over the number of weeks suggested on the yearly overview. It is 

important to develop and build pupils’ grammar, punctuation and spelling knowledge alongside reading and 

writing as this is the foundation of the English language. Understanding these elements of the English language 

enables pupils to not only enjoy English as a subject in its own right, but also to access the rest of the subjects 

within the whole curriculum. 

Each block will develop English language fluency as well as application and reasoning to allow children to use 

these skills across all subject areas. We have provided some notes and guidance for each small step which 

breaks down the expectations for each pupil, as well as focused questions to help support your teaching. 

Every step within each block has corresponding resources available on our website. These resources include a 

Teaching PowerPoint, Varied Fluency questions, and Application and Reasoning questions. The resources for 

each first step in every block are available to download for free. 
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Summer Block 2 – Cohesion

National Curriculum Objectives:

Devices to build cohesion within a paragraph [for example, then, after that, this, firstly]

Link ideas across paragraphs using adverbials of time [for example, later], place [for example, nearby] and number [for example,

secondly] or tense choices [for example, he had seen her before]

English Year 4: (4G1.5) Choosing nouns or pronouns appropriately for clarity and cohesion and to avoid repetition

English Year 4: (4G1.5) Appropriate choice of pronoun or noun within and across sentences to aid cohesion and avoid repetition

English Year 5: (5G3.1a) Using relative clauses beginning with who, which, where, when, whose, that or with an implied (ie omitted) 

relative pronoun
English Year 5: (5G5.9) Using brackets, dashes or commas to indicate parenthesis

Terminology for pupils:
(5G1.5b) relative pronoun (5G5.9) parenthesis

(5G3.1a) relative clause (5G5.9) bracket

(4G1.6a) adverbial (5G5.9) dash

(4G1.5) pronoun (5G1.5) cohesion

(4G1.5a) possessive pronoun (5G1.5b) relative pronoun

Small Steps

1. Pronouns to Avoid Repetition 

2. Relative Clauses 

3. Adverbials 

4. Parenthesis for Clarity  

5. Concise Noun Phrases 

6. Using Devices to Build Cohesion 
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Step 1 – Pronouns to Avoid Repetition

Notes and Guidance

• In this block children will build on previous learning from several blocks previously covered in KS2 to develop their skills for

building cohesion in longer pieces of writing. In Year 3, Autumn Block 3 children learnt about conjunctions and although these will 

not be covered again explicitly, they will be used throughout this block.

• In Y4 Summer Block 2, children learnt about using pronouns to replace proper nouns to avoid repetition in paragraphs. 

• In this step, children will build on this previous learning by recapping personal pronouns I, he, she, we, they, them and begin 

recognising and using the relative pronouns who, whom, whose, which, that and what to replace nouns within sentences and 

paragraphs, in both fiction and non-fiction texts.

• Children will identify relative clauses and apply these in their writing.

Focused Questions

• Who is the pronoun whose referring to?

• Replace a noun with a relative pronoun

You can find the free resources for this step on our website. Each pack includes a Teaching 

PowerPoint, Varied Fluency questions, and Application and Reasoning questions. 
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Step 2 – Relative Clauses

Notes and Guidance

• Conjunctions have been covered in Year 3 and will be used throughout this block.

• In the previous step, children learnt about using relative pronouns to replace nouns in sentences.

• This step will recap the work covered In Year 5, Autumn Block 2, when children will be recognising and using relative clauses as a 

type of adverbial clause within sentences and paragraphs in both fiction and non-fiction texts. 

• Adverbial clauses describe nouns and pronouns and start with the relative pronouns who, whom, whose, which, that and what.

• In this step, children will practise using relative clauses to vary sentence structure and length as well as clarifying meaning, for 

example: Joe caught the rabbit that had escaped. That identifies the actual rabbit that escaped.

Focused Questions

• What is the relative pronoun who referring to?

• Identify the relative clauses in this paragraph.

You can find the resources for this step on our website. Each pack includes a Teaching PowerPoint, 

Varied Fluency questions, and Application and Reasoning questions. 
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Step 3 – Adverbials

Notes and Guidance

• Conjunctions have been covered in Year 3 and will be used throughout this block.

• In Year 4 Summer Block 2, children learnt about using fronted adverbials in sentences. They will recap this knowledge to 

recognise and use adverbial clauses to aid cohesion within sentences and paragraphs, in both fiction and non-fiction texts.

• An adverbial clause behaves like an adverb and gives additional information about how, when, where and why something is 

happening. They begin with words such as: because, although, after, while, as and until.

• In this step, children will build on their previous learning of adverbial clauses and grouping a variety of sentences together, to 

practice using cohesion within their writing.

Focused Questions

• Link two sentences in the first paragraph using adverbial clauses.

• Add some extra information to this paragraph using an adverbial clause.

You can find the resources for this step on our website. Each pack includes a Teaching PowerPoint, 

Varied Fluency questions, and Application and Reasoning questions. 
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Step 4 – Parenthesis for Clarity

Notes and Guidance

• In previous Year 5 blocks, children will have built up their knowledge and understanding of using parenthesis and commas to 

avoid ambiguity.

• In this step, children will recap the use of parenthesis, recognising and using examples of these within sentences and paragraphs 

in both fiction and non-fiction texts. 

• Parenthesis can be demarcated using brackets, dashes or commas and can be positioned mid-sentence or at the end of a 

sentence as an afterthought. It is used to add non-essential, extra information into an otherwise grammatically correct sentence. 

This adds cohesion to writing by clarifying anything which could be interpreted in more than one way. 

Focused Questions

• Add parenthesis to the sentences to aid cohesion.

• How might the meaning of the sentence change if parenthesis is not used?

You can find the resources for this step on our website. Each pack includes a Teaching PowerPoint, 

Varied Fluency questions, and Application and Reasoning questions. 

classroomsecrets.com
Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling – Year 5 – Cohesion

© Classroom Secrets Limited 2019

All Rights Reserved

https://classroomsecrets.co.uk/parenthesis-for-clarity-year-5-cohesion-resource-pack


Step 5 – Concise Noun Phrases

Notes and Guidance

• In previous blocks throughout KS2, children have learnt about using noun phrases and expanded noun phrases in sentences. 

• A noun phrase is made up of a noun and words that modify the noun. These words include articles such as the; determiners such 

as my, adjectives, and prepositional phrases. They act in exactly the same way as a common noun in a sentence.

• In this step, children will recognise and use concise noun phrases effectively in sentences and within paragraphs in both fiction 

and non-fiction texts.

Focused Questions

• Rewrite the sentence in the paragraph to convey the information in a more concise way.

• Match words with phrase to show cohesion is used successfully in this paragraph.

You can find the resources for this step on our website. Each pack includes a Teaching PowerPoint, 

Varied Fluency questions, and Application and Reasoning questions. 
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Step 6 – Using Devices to Build Cohesion

Notes and Guidance

• Throughout this block children will have learnt about different devices to build cohesion within writing.

• In this step, children will apply all previous learning within this block to recognising and using cohesive devices in their writing. 

• They will use relative pronouns and relative clauses to avoid repetition; adverbial clauses; parenthesis to avoid ambiguity and 

concise noun phrases to convey complicated information.

Focused Questions

• Add as many cohesive devices to this paragraph as you can.

• Write a paragraph using some of the cohesive devices you have learnt about.

You can find the resources for this step on our website. Each pack includes a Teaching PowerPoint, 

Varied Fluency questions, and Application and Reasoning questions. 
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