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Year 6 – Yearly Overview
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Teaching Information

This scheme of work has been designed to be used in conjunction with your English writing curriculum. We 

recommend spreading the small steps out over the number of weeks suggested on the yearly overview. It is 

important to develop and build pupils’ grammar, punctuation and spelling knowledge alongside reading and 

writing as this is the foundation of the English language. Understanding these elements of the English language 

enables pupils to not only enjoy English as a subject in its own right, but also to access the rest of the subjects 

within the whole curriculum. 

Each block will develop English language fluency as well as application and reasoning to allow children to use 

these skills across all subject areas. We have provided some notes and guidance for each small step which 

break down the expectations for each pupil, as well as focused questions to help support your teaching. 

Every step within each block has corresponding resources available on our website. These resources include a 

Teaching PowerPoint, Varied Fluency questions, and Application and Reasoning questions. The resources for 

each first step in every block are available to download for free. 
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Summer Block 1 – Cohesion

National Curriculum Objectives:

Devices to build cohesion within a paragraph [for example, then, after that, this, firstly]

Link ideas across paragraphs using adverbials of time [for example, later], place [for example, nearby] and number [for example,

secondly] or tense choices [for example, he had seen her before]

English Year 4: (4G1.5) Choosing nouns or pronouns appropriately for clarity and cohesion and to avoid repetition

English Year 4: (4G1.5) Appropriate choice of pronoun or noun within and across sentences to aid cohesion and avoid repetition

English Year 5: (5G3.1a) Using relative clauses beginning with who, which, where, when, whose, that or with an implied (ie omitted) 

relative pronoun
English Year 5: (5G5.9) Using brackets, dashes or commas to indicate parenthesis

Terminology for pupils:
(5G1.5b) relative pronoun (5G5.9) parenthesis

(5G3.1a) relative clause (5G5.9) bracket

(4G1.6a) adverbial (5G5.9) dash

(4G1.5) pronoun (5G1.5) cohesion

(4G1.5a) possessive pronoun (5G1.5b) relative pronoun

Small Steps

1. Recognising Devices to Build Cohesion

2. Paragraphs in Fiction 

3. Paragraphs in Non-fiction 

4. Organising Sentences within Paragraphs

5. Organising Paragraphs within Texts

6. Avoiding Repetition 

7. Using Devices to Build Cohesion 

classroomsecrets.com
Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling – Year 6 – Cohesion

© Classroom Secrets Limited 2019

https://classroomsecrets.co.uk/content-domain-filter/?fwp_contentdomain=4g1.5
https://classroomsecrets.co.uk/content-domain-filter/?fwp_contentdomain=4g1.5
https://classroomsecrets.co.uk/content-domain-filter/?fwp_contentdomain=5G3.1a
https://classroomsecrets.co.uk/content-domain-filter/?fwp_contentdomain=5G5.9
https://classroomsecrets.co.uk/content-domain-filter/?fwp_contentdomain=5G3.1a
https://classroomsecrets.co.uk/content-domain-filter/?fwp_contentdomain=5G5.9
https://classroomsecrets.co.uk/content-domain-filter/?fwp_contentdomain=5G3.1a
https://classroomsecrets.co.uk/content-domain-filter/?fwp_contentdomain=5G5.9
https://classroomsecrets.co.uk/content-domain-filter/?fwp_contentdomain=4g1.6a
https://classroomsecrets.co.uk/content-domain-filter/?fwp_contentdomain=5G5.9
https://classroomsecrets.co.uk/content-domain-filter/?fwp_contentdomain=4g1.5
https://classroomsecrets.co.uk/content-domain-filter/?fwp_contentdomain=5G1.5
https://classroomsecrets.co.uk/content-domain-filter/?fwp_contentdomain=4g1.5a
https://classroomsecrets.co.uk/content-domain-filter/?fwp_contentdomain=5G3.1a


Step 1 – Recognising Devices to Build Cohesion 

Notes and Guidance

• In Year 5 Summer Block 2, children learned about pronouns to avoid repetition, relative clauses, adverbials, parenthesis for clarity and 

concise noun phrases to build cohesion.

• This step consolidates children’s previous learning, and allows them to recap the devices used to build cohesion.

• Pronouns are used to replace a proper noun to avoid repetition of a name. For example: If writing about a person named Millie, the proper 

noun would be replaced by ‘she’.

• Relative clauses link ideas across sentences, avoid repetition of a noun or proper noun and vary sentence structure within a piece of writing.

• Adverbials, particularly fronted adverbials, are used to build cohesion by linking ideas across sentences and paragraphs. A variety of 

adverbials can be used including firstly, next, secondly, as apposed to, consequently etc.

• Parenthesis for clarity make a statement clearer. For example: He made an appearance (unpaid) at a charity event for childhood cancers.

• Conjunctions are used to build cohesion by linking similar ideas. For example: The time was changed because so few people could attend.

• An ellipsis can be used to show where words have been omitted, such as when quoting a speaker where the whole quote is not required. For 

example: Mr Brown stated, “The report is correct.…The location of the incident…” . An ellipsis can also be used where a speaker has been 

broken off suddenly or where a sentence has been deliberately left unfinished to build suspense.

Focused Questions

• Why has a conjunction been added to this sentence? What extra information do we get?

• Underline the cohesive devices in this paragraph.

• Underline the adverbials in this paragraph.

You can find the free resources for this step on our website. Each pack includes a Teaching 
PowerPoint, Varied Fluency questions, and Application and Reasoning questions.
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Step 2 – Paragraphs in Fiction

Notes and Guidance

• Children should be familiar with the use of paragraphs to organise ideas from their previous learning in Key Stage Two. 

• This step focuses on how paragraphs can be used in fiction writing.

• A new paragraph should be used when there is a change in time, location, character or theme.

• For a change in time, the opening of the following paragraph should link with the previous using an appropriate sentence opener.

For example: Some time later/Later that day/In the following months etc.

• If the location changes within a text, a new paragraph should be used. To build cohesion, a sentence opener which shows the 

change could be used. For example: On the other side of the World/Some distance away etc. 

• Changes in the character being described or discussed should start a new paragraph. Cohesive devices previously covered 

could be used to make links back to the previous paragraph if appropriate. 

• A change in the theme should start a new paragraph. Cohesive devices may be used to link back to previous paragraphs if 

appropriate.

Focused Questions

• Why is there a new paragraph here?

• Where should the paragraphs be in this piece of writing? How do you know?

You can find the resources for this step on our website. Each pack includes a Teaching PowerPoint, 
Varied Fluency questions, and Application and Reasoning questions.
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Step 3 – Paragraphs in Non-Fiction 

Notes and Guidance

• Children should be familiar with the use of paragraphs to organise ideas from their previous learning in Key Stage Two. 

• This step focuses on how paragraphs can be used in non-fiction writing.

• In non-fiction texts, ideas are organised into paragraphs and may be structured using headings, sub-headings, bullets and tables.

• Headings are at the top of a piece of writing such as an article. They should let the reader know what the piece of writing is about, 

and be bold and concise.

• Sub-headings break up a long text into more manageable chunks. They allow the reader to skim a text to find a section they are 

interested in. Sub-headings should summarise the paragraphs which follow.

• Bullets show a clear list of points, breaking up a paragraph into easier to read sections.

• Tables can be used to display information in a clear and easy to understand format.

Focused Questions

• What could be added to this article to make it easier to read?

• Add sub-headings to this piece of writing.

You can find the resources for this step on our website. Each pack includes a Teaching PowerPoint, 
Varied Fluency questions, and Application and Reasoning questions.
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Step 4 – Organising Sentences within Paragraphs

Notes and Guidance

• In this step, children will look at how sentences are organised within paragraphs, for both fiction and non-fiction writing.

• In fiction texts, sentences should follow a logical sequence which will be different depending on the intended outcome of the

writing. For example: To build suspense, whatever is being described may not be revealed until the end of the paragraph. 

Whereas, if the focus of the paragraph is to introduce a character, they will be named and described straight away.

• For non-fiction writing, sentences should also follow a logical sequence. They may begin with an opening sentence which 

introduces a new point and links back to the previous. They may contain explanation or information about the topic being 

discussed, followed by a closing sentence which links to the next paragraph.

• Sentences should be linked using connecting words and phrases to contrast ideas, to give reasoning, to develop ideas and to 

sequence.

• To contrast ideas, words or phrases can be used. For example: nevertheless, in contrast, however, on the other hand etc.

• Therefore, accordingly, I’m sure you will agree that and as a result of may be used to reason an idea.

• To develop an idea, language can be used such as: in addition to, moreover, also etc.

• Sequencing ideas involves the use of adverbials of time. For example: firstly, secondly, next, finally etc.

Focused Questions

• Organise these sentences into a logical order. Does it work if they are in a different order?

• Are these sentences sequenced correctly? How do you know?

You can find the resources for this step on our website. Each pack includes a Teaching PowerPoint, 
Varied Fluency questions, and Application and Reasoning questions.
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Step 5 – Organising Paragraphs within Texts

Notes and Guidance

• Now that children can organise sentences within paragraphs they can organise paragraphs within texts.

• This step covers both fiction and non-fiction writing.

• In non-fiction writing, paragraphs are usually sequenced, beginning with an introduction, and ending with a conclusion.

• The introductory paragraph should explain what the piece of writing is about, and include information which makes the reader 

want to read on.

• A conclusion should summarise the points made during the piece of writing and refer back to previous points.

• Paragraphs in non-fiction texts should contain topic language and refer back to points already discussed in previous paragraphs,

using cohesive devices covered in previous learning and Step 1 of this block. The order of these paragraphs may not affect the 

flow or cohesiveness of the text.

• In fiction writing, paragraphs should flow and follow on from each other to build a story. Each paragraph should follow on from the 

next, and references should be made back to information stated in previous paragraphs. 

Focused Questions

• Organise these paragraphs into a logical order. Does it work if they are in a different order?

• Are these paragraphs sequenced correctly? How do you know?

You can find the resources for this step on our website. Each pack includes a Teaching PowerPoint, 
Varied Fluency questions, and Application and Reasoning questions.
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Step 6 – Avoiding Repetition

Notes and Guidance

• In this step, children will build on their previous learning in this block and revisit learning from Year 4 and Year 5 Summer Block 2.

• To avoid repetition, children should use pronouns, relative pronouns and relative clauses.

• Pronouns are used to replace a noun within a sentence. These can be personal pronouns such as I, you, he, it etc, relative 

pronouns, or pronouns which take the place of a noun (indefinite pronouns). For example: something, all, another, many, most 

etc.

• Relative clauses containing the relative pronouns; who, whom, what, where, when, which and that link one part of a sentence to 

another, and describe a noun or pronoun already introduced. For example: Jake enjoys playing football. He is the player who

plays in goal.

Focused Questions

• Change the proper nouns in this sentence to pronouns to avoid repetition.

• Change this sentence to include a relative clause.

You can find the resources for this step on our website. Each pack includes a Teaching PowerPoint, 
Varied Fluency questions, and Application and Reasoning questions.
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Step 7 – Using Devices to Build Cohesion

Notes and Guidance

• This step consolidates previous steps within this block and from Year 5 Summer Block 2.

• Children should recognise and use all devices to build cohesion in and across paragraphs, linking ideas effectively and avoiding 

repetition. 

• This step includes cohesive devices within fiction and non-fiction writing.

Focused Questions

• Underline and label the devices used to build cohesion in this piece of writing.

• Improve this piece of work by adding in cohesive devices.

You can find the resources for this step on our website. Each pack includes a Teaching PowerPoint, 
Varied Fluency questions, and Application and Reasoning questions.
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