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GBGB Licensing Updates for 2021: Q&A 

  

Introduction  

At the beginning of 2020, the GBGB Board undertook to review our current licensing structure – covering 
stadia, local officials, vets and kennel teams – to ensure it remains fit for purpose and supports the highest 
standards of welfare and integrity across our sport. Whilst changes have been made in recent years, such as 
the introduction of the Owner Trainer Licence in 2017, the method and rationale for licensing had not been 
fully reviewed since GBGB was established in 2009. 

This review therefore sought to explore issues that have arisen in recent years as a result of licensing 
procedures and to take into account feedback from licensed individuals across the sport. It was also felt to 
be particularly timely due to significant changes being made to the awarding of licences; most notably 
through the partnership with external auditors NSF International to strengthen the inspection process for 
residential kennels. 

Following this review, GBGB has now announced a number of changes to the licensing structure for 2021 to 
better meet the needs of the sport and those working within it. Due to the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic, 
these have been delayed since early Spring and fee changes will be further staggered in order to support 
licence-holders during this time. 

Whilst there are other smaller improvements being introduced, the key change will be the consolidation of 
all trainer licences into one single Professional Greyhound Trainer licence from 2021. Trainer licences will be 
granted based on the outcome of the external NSF audits, and fees calculated according to your kennel 
capacity. This means the discontinuation of the Owner Trainer and Greyhound Trainer licences. 

GBGB is also streamlining the way we handle licence applications and renewals in response to industry 
feedback. From January 2021, instead of renewing all licences annually, GBGB will make licence renewals 
throughout the year, making it easier for newcomers to join the sport.  

Please see below for further details of these changes and how they will affect licence-holders from 2021, 
which we will keep updated. 

If you still have questions, however, please contact the Registry Team on 020 7822 0900 (Option 3). 
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Q&A 

 

1. Why is GBGB changing the licencing structure?  

It is important that, over time, licensing processes are reviewed in order to ensure they remain fit for 
purpose and meet the aims and needs of the sport. In reviewing current structures and procedures in light of 
the Greyhound Commitment and our drive towards world-leading welfare and integrity standards, the GBGB 
Board has therefore recommended a number of important and common-sense changes. 

 

2. When are the changes coming into place? 

All changes to GBGB licensing will come into place from 1st January 2021. 

These changes have already been delayed from early Spring, when the review was initially completed, due to 
the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic. The GBGB Board has also agreed that the payment of the most 
significant fees changes will be staggered in order to further support licence-holders. 

 

3. What are the changes for trainers’ licences? 

GBGB will be consolidating all the current trainer licence options into one single Professional Greyhound 
Trainer licence. This will mean that every trainer can be held to the same standards of welfare and integrity 
and inspected fairly and effectively under the PAS 251:2017 ‘Specification for greyhound trainers' residential 
kennels’, in line with the GBGB Rules of Racing.  

Whilst we of course continue to support grassroots participation, we are also committed to the ongoing 
professionalisation of our sport and ensuring that each of our racing greyhounds receives the best possible 
care in their residential kennels. Continuing to strengthen our inspection and monitoring processes is a 
significant part of being able to achieve this commitment. 

 

4. What does this mean for trainers’ licence fees?  

Everyone who currently holds a Greyhound Trainer or Professional Trainer who wishes to renew and 
become a Professional Greyhound Trainer for 2021 will be required to pay an upfront non-refundable 
deposit of £50. This must be paid by 31st December 2020.  

Renewal forms are being sent to Greyhound Trainers and Professional Trainers in November 2020. If you do 
not receive this, please contact the Registry Team on 020 7822 0900 (Option 3). 

NSF will then contact you to arrange your residential kennels certification inspection during 2021. GBGB will 
officially grant your new licence for 2021 based on the outcome of this inspection. This will assess your 
suitability and kennel capacity under the PAS 251:2017. 

You will then need to pay your new licence fee, which will be calculated depending on your kennel capacity, 
minus the £50 deposit fee already paid in 2020. Your licence will then renew on this date annually.  

For example: If your NSF inspection takes place in April 2021 and GBGB approves your new trainer licence on 
1st May 2021, you will be awarded a licence that runs from 1st May 2021 to 30th April 2022. You will only pay 
the full licence fee (minus your £50 deposit) when your licence is approved by GBGB in May 2021.  

Licence fees will be calculated in accordance with kennel capacity numbers. There will be a new sliding fee 
scale that will start at £80 for those with a kennel capacity for 1 to 10 greyhounds to a maximum of £250 for 
those with a capacity for 50+ greyhounds. 

https://www.gbgb.org.uk/about/the-greyhound-commitment/
https://www.gbgb.org.uk/rules-regulation/rules-of-racing/
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The new fee structure is as follows: 

Kennel capacity  Fee  

1 to 10 £80 

11 to 24 £150  

25 to 49 £200 

50+  £250  

 
For example:  

a. You have a kennel capacity for 30 greyhounds.  

You would have paid your initial renewal deposit of £50 by 31st December 2020. Following your NSF 
inspection and licence award in 2021, you would pay an extra £150. 

b. You have a kennel capacity for 8 greyhounds.  

You would have paid your initial renewal deposit of £50 by 31st December 2020. Following your NSF 
inspection and licence award in 2021, you would pay an extra £30. 

 

5. What about brand new trainer applications?  

Applications are welcome at any time for the new Professional Greyhound Trainer licence. New applicants, 
as previously, will be first required to pay an application fee and be visited by a Stipendiary Steward visit to 
check their initial suitability.  

The price of this application fee has increased and is now £100 from 1st November 2020.  

Once the application is complete, you will be required to pay a £50 non-refundable deposit fee. NSF will 
then contact you to arrange your certification inspection, which will assess your kennel capacity upon which 
your full licence fee will be calculated. 

Please contact the Registry Team directly for further information on 020 7822 0900 (Option 3). 

 

6. If I renew as a Professional Greyhound Trainer, when can I expect my NSF inspection 
visit?  

From January 2021, NSF will be conducting certification inspections throughout the year for trainers’ licence 
renewals and new applications. NSF will contact you to arrange your inspection.  

GBGB Area Stipendiary Stewards will continue to make unannounced surveillance visits during the year. 

If you have any questions regarding the new inspections, please contact your Area Stipendiary Steward. 

 

7. Does this mean I can’t race until my new licence is approved and I pay the full amount?  

No, if you currently hold a Greyhound Trainer or Professional Trainer licence and apply to renew, you can 
still race in the meantime. As long as you pay your £50 non-refundable renewal deposit by 31st December 
2020, you will be able to continue to operate as a trainer until the NSF certification inspection has been 
completed and your new Professional Greyhound Trainer licence has been officially awarded by GBGB. 
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To be clear, you will not have to pay the outstanding amount of your new licence fee until you have received 
a satisfactory NSF visit and GBGB is able to officially approve your new trainer licence. 

NSF certification inspections will be arranged randomly throughout the year; some trainers may be visited in 
March whereas others may not be until June. NSF will contact you to arrange a suitable time for the visit. 

If you are an Owner Trainer, please see Question 14. 

 

8. Why are the licence fees increasing?  

This is the first time that GBGB has undertaken a full licensing review since the Board was established in 
2009 and fees have not increased at any point during this time despite the impact of inflation.  

The increase in fees will go some way towards covering the total cost of the external audits by NSF, although 
GBGB will continue to pay at least 50% of this. 

 

9. Why is the fee for the new Professional Greyhound Trainer licence being calculated by 
kennel capacity?  

With all trainer licences being consolidated into one, it was felt that the fairest way to calculate licence fees 
was based on the kennel capacity of their residential kennels.  

We recognise that we have a range of successful grassroots and hobbyist trainers who, whilst they will have 
to meet our residential kennels standards, we want to continue to support to operate.  

Thus, under the new fee structure, smaller trainers with kennels for ten or fewer racing greyhounds are not 
expected to pay the same as a trainer with a much larger kennel capacity. 

 

10. What happens if I do not currently have as many greyhounds as my full capacity allows 
for? Will my licence fee go down?  

No, your kennel capacity will be determined as part of NSF’s certification inspection of your facilities. 
Therefore, once your licence is approved, your fee would be based on that.  

If, on renewal of your licence the following year, your kennel capacity has changed, your fee would then 
change accordingly. 

 

11. What does this mean if I currently hold an Owner Trainer licence? 

All current Owner Trainer licences will expire on 31st December 2020. You will be able to apply to upgrade to 
a Professional Greyhound Trainer licence at any time, subject to meeting the application requirements and 
an initial inspection by a Stipendiary Steward to assess suitability.  

You will not be required to train a larger number of greyhounds but your facilities must be able to meet the 
application requirements for the licence under the GBGB Rules of Racing. 

Ordinarily, from 1st November 2020, brand new trainer applicants would be required to pay a £100 fee to 
cover the costs of the Stipendiary Steward’s initial visit. However, for current Owner Trainers choosing to 
upgrade for 2021, GBGB has agreed to keep this fee at the current rate of £60 until the end of 2020.  

Assuming your Stipendiary Steward visit is successful, you will then be required to pay the £50 non-
refundable deposit towards your new Professional Greyhound Trainer licence by 31st December 2020. 

 

https://www.gbgb.org.uk/rules-regulation/rules-of-racing/
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12. Why is GBGB removing the Owner Trainer licence?  

The Owner Trainer licence was introduced in 2017 as a way to support grassroots involvement in the sport. 
It was intended for individuals with up to two greyhounds kept within their own home. As such, on this 
basis, these individuals were not inspected in the same way as Greyhound Trainers and Professional 
Trainers.  

However, during the review process, it was found that in 20 out of the 30 Owner Trainers’ premises that 
were visited, racing greyhounds were being kept in outside kennels and not in the home. This goes against 
the original spirit of the licence and we have committed that all residential kennels must meet the required 
standards under the GBGB Rules of Racing.  

It is also vital that all racing greyhounds are kept in a risk-free environment. Unfortunately, it is the case that 
greyhounds homed in a domestic pet environment are more likely to be exposed to some substances that 
are on our prohibited substances list, such as caffeine or prescription medication. This has been reflected in 
our disciplinary cases since the introduction of the Owner Trainer licence in 2017. 

Based on our commitment to the highest welfare and integrity standards, therefore, it has been decided 
that discontinuing the Owner Trainer licence was in the best interests of our sport and our greyhounds.   

 

13. What support will be provided for Owner Trainers who want to apply for the new 
Professional Greyhound Trainer licence?  

As part of the review, we identified that Owner Trainers are largely clustered in the North East of England 
and Scotland, where Pelaw Grange and Shawfield Stadia rely on them as attached trainers. We will therefore 
be working closely with existing Owner Trainers, via our Stipendiary field force, to identify and support those 
who would look to renew their licence for 2021 under the new structure.  

Wherever possible, we want all our Owner Trainers who are currently racing and choose to renew to be able 
to successfully transfer to the new licence. However, it was also clear that, out of the Owner Trainers 
currently registered for 2020, nearly 40% have not had a runner in 2020. Of course, we recognise that Covid-
19 will have impacted on this in some instances but, looking back at our records, it is clear that this picture is 
reflected in the years since the licence was introduced. 

The vast majority of our racing greyhounds are currently cared for by Greyhound Trainers or Professional 
Trainers. Under the new licensing structure, we will continue to promote and support newcomers to the 
sport learning the ropes first as kennel staff and through our Animal Care & Welfare Assistant 
Apprenticeship Scheme.  

 

14. As an Owner Trainer, will I still be able to race after 31st December 2020 whilst I upgrade 
my licence to a new Professional Greyhound Trainer licence? 

No, you will not be able to race unfortunately. This is because your Owner Trainer licence expires on 31st 
December 2020 and, unlike existing Greyhound Trainers and Professional Trainers, your facilities will not 
have been inspected previously under the GBGB Rules of Racing. 

Our Stipendiary field force will be on hand to work with any Owner Trainers who choose to upgrade to 
ensure they understand the requirements expected of them under the new licence. 

 

15. What does this mean if I currently hold a Greyhound Trainer licence? 

All current Greyhound Trainer licences will expire on 31st December 2020. Everyone who currently holds a 
Greyhound Trainer licence will be automatically transferred to the new Professional Greyhound Trainer 
licence on receipt of the £50 non-refundable renewal deposit.  

https://www.gbgb.org.uk/rules-regulation/rules-of-racing/
https://www.gbgb.org.uk/about/careers/
https://www.gbgb.org.uk/about/careers/
https://www.gbgb.org.uk/rules-regulation/rules-of-racing/
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Renewal forms are being sent to Greyhound Trainers in November 2020. If you do not receive this, please 
contact the Registry Team on 020 7822 0900 (Option 3). 

In 2021, NSF will contact you to arrange your certification inspection under the PAS 251:2017. This 
inspection will designate your kennel capacity and your new licence fee for 2021 will be calculated based on 
this. Please see Questions 4 to 10 for more details on fee payments.  

If you gain your Professional Greyhound Trainer licence, you will also have access to the Trainers’ Assistance 
Fund. Please see Question 18. 

 

16. Why is GBGB removing the Greyhound Trainer licence? 

As part of the review process, it was felt that a more common-sense approach to trainer licensing – in which 
everyone faced the same inspection process, but paid licence fees according to their kennel capacity – was 
needed going forward. This will allow GBGB to balance our expectations around high welfare and integrity 
standards with a fair pricing structure for trainers. 

We also appreciate that all greyhound trainers, whether they have 12 greyhounds or 40, are ‘professionals’ 
and should be recognised as such. Thus, the current Greyhound Trainer licence will be replaced with the new 
scaled Professional Greyhound Trainer licence from 2021.  

 

17. I am already a Professional Trainer. What do these changes mean for me?  

There will be very little change for you, except for the introduction of the new certification inspections from 
NSF which you will already be aware of.  

Everyone who currently holds a Professional Trainer licence will be automatically transferred to the new 
2021 licence on receipt of the £50 non-refundable renewal deposit by 31st December 2020.  

In 2021, you will be contacted with the details of your NSF inspection. This inspection will designate your 
kennel capacity, which your new licence fee for 2021 will be calculated on. Please see Questions 4 to 10 for 
more details on fee payments.  

 

18. How does this affect access to the Trainers’ Assistance Fund for 2021 and beyond?  

All trainers who hold a Professional Greyhound Trainer licence will be able to access the GBGB Trainers’ 
Assistance Fund. This provides financial grants towards kennel improvements up to £8,000.  

Applications will only be considered after 12 months of holding the new Professional Greyhound Trainer 
licence, or the current Professional Trainer licence. 

 

19. Are there any changes to the licences for other kennel staff? 

GBGB has responded to calls from some kennel hands to be dual attached. GBGB will now allow these 
applications but they will be judged on a case-by-case basis to ensure suitability. For dual attachment, you 
will need to fill out the usual form for each trainer you licence with, so that they can sign off on your 
application. 

Otherwise, kennel staff licences should be applied for in the same way as usual for 2021. There will be no fee 
changes in 2021 for these licences.  

Renewal forms are being sent out in November 2020. If you do not receive this, please contact the Registry 
Team on 020 7822 0900 (Option 3). 
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20. As a trainer, how do I apply for my kennel staff licence renewals? 

You should apply for any kennel staff renewals in the same way as usual. There is no change to the costs for 
these licences; you should pay your combined total fee for them when you send back your own trainer 
renewal form.  

You will be sent the renewal form in November 2020, which will include all the usual options to renew 
individual staff licences. If you do not receive this, please contact the Registry Team on 020 7822 0900 
(Option 3). 

Once your new trainer licence is formally awarded by GBGB during 2021, we will then automatically extend, 
free of charge, all your kennel staff licences to match the new end date of your trainer licence. This will be 
12 months from the award date. 

 

21. I am a stadium vet. What do these changes mean for me?  

From January 2021, Veterinary Surgeons will be licensed to work at any GBGB-licensed stadium, rather than 
having a licence for a single track. This is because we were increasingly finding that some vets were 
choosing, or being asked, to work at more than one stadium and therefore having to hold multiple licences.  

Going forward, vets will need to apply directly to GBGB for their licence, rather than doing this via a stadium. 

Vets are being contacted in November 2020 to explain the new process. If you do not receive a letter from 
GBGB, please contact the Registry Team on 020 7822 0900 (Option 3). 

As part of the wider review, we have also updated the fee structure for most licence-holders. As many of you 
will know, we have not raised Veterinary Surgeon licence fees at all, despite inflation, for more than a 
decade. From 2021, therefore, they will be increasing from £10 to £50 to cover the ongoing administration 
costs of awarding licences and the fact that it will be a multi-track licence. 


