
       

 

 

Brighton & Hove City Council 

Hove Town Hall 

Hove BN3 3BQ 

22 December 2020 

Dear Councillor, 

 

Following the meeting of Brighton and Hove City Council last week, we wanted to assure you how 

seriously everyone across greyhound racing takes their responsibility to safeguard the health, 

wellbeing and happiness of racing greyhounds. 

 

As the sport’s regulator, the Greyhound Board of Great Britain (GBGB), together with Entain, which 

owns and manages Brighton and Hove Greyhound Stadium, is committed to upholding the very 

highest standards of welfare for all registered greyhounds throughout their racing careers and long 

into their retirement. 

 

The sport’s approach to welfare is detailed in the Greyhound Commitment.  Welcomed across the 

sport as well as by government and the major animal welfare charities, the Commitment sets out 

GBGB’s expectations of how greyhound racing should be run with greyhound welfare at its heart.  

Covering areas such as training and guidance for kennel staff, policies for racing in weather extremes 

and guidelines on track safety, the Commitment seeks to ensure that the needs of greyhounds are 

placed above all else at all times.  Likewise, GBGB has zero tolerance of any mistreatment of 

greyhounds and is prepared to take the strongest action if this is ever found.  The attached 

document outlines the progress we have made in meeting the Commitment this year.  

 

As well as safeguarding greyhounds during their racing careers, through the Greyhound 

Commitment, the sport has pledged that, wherever possible, every greyhound leaving racing should 

enjoy a long and happy retirement.  As such, every effort is made by GBGB, trainers, stadia and 

homing charities to find suitable, loving homes for retired greyhounds within the UK. 

 

To meet this pledge, earlier this year, GBGB launched the Greyhound Retirement Scheme (GRS) 

which seeks to ensure the financial costs of homing a greyhound are met before their racing career 

even begins.  Under the GRS, a £400 bond – paid for jointly by owners and GBGB – is attached to 

each newly registered racing greyhound.  The full bond is unlocked when a greyhound enters an 

approved homing centre which means a greyhound’s future is safe and secure before they have 

even stepped foot on the track.  The GRS has already had a hugely positive effect on rehoming work 



with over £190,000 in grants paid out to approved rehoming centres in the first four months helping 

to home over 475 greyhounds across the country. 

 

Hove has a particularly strong track record in rehoming its racing greyhounds and together with 

Brighton Greyhound Owners Association Trust for Retired Racing Greyhounds and the Brighton 

Greyhound Trust, seeks to support owners and trainers find suitable homes for their retired athletes.  

The stadium and its contracted trainers are involved in the rehoming of every single retired 

greyhound and they work closely with local rehoming charities supporting them in the search for 

forever homes as well as with financial assistance.  This year alone, Entain tracks, along with 

contracted trainers, contributed well over £300,000 to assist in the rehoming process to ensure 

every greyhound that can be is rehomed within the UK. 

 

Unfortunately, each year there are a number of greyhounds who are either put to sleep on 

economic grounds or because no home could be found.  This figure is falling year on year and in 

2019, 123 greyhounds were euthanised for these reasons across licensed tracks in Great Britain.  We 

regard these deaths as wholly unacceptable and are employing a robust strategy to eradicate them 

completely.  GBGB will not license trainers with a disproportionately high number of greyhounds 

being put down on economic grounds whilst Hove stadium will not contract any trainer found to be 

putting any greyhound to sleep without it being on humane grounds. 

 

During your meeting a concern was raised about children being allowed into stadia.  Greyhound 

racing is a sport that can be enjoyed by people of all ages and we are therefore pleased to welcome 

children as long as they are accompanied by a responsible adult.  Betting is a very small part of 

visiting a racetrack and, as you would expect, we operate a ‘Think 25’ policy to ensure bets are only 

placed by those over the age of 18.  Entain also carries out both internal and external mystery 

shopper exercises to assess compliance. 

 

Hove has a long tradition of greyhound racing which stretches back to the 1920s.  We are incredibly 

proud that there is a greyhound stadium in the city which not only entertains Hove residents and 

visitors but also provides important employment opportunities to those living in Hove and the 

surrounding area. 

 

As you discussed in the meeting, there is a small but vocal minority of protesters attacking Hove 

Stadium and frightening local people.  We are grateful for the police’s support in handling these 

protesters and thank them for their time.  Whilst there will always be those opposed to greyhound 

racing, we hope that we have been able to reassure you of the abundance of care and attention 

which is given to our racing greyhounds.  Through the checks and inspections we have put in place, 

they receive far more protection that domestic pets and every effort is made to safeguard their 

health and wellbeing throughout their careers and well into their retirement. 

 



Both GBGB and Entain are committed to maintaining an open dialogue with all our stakeholders.  If, 

at any time, you have any questions about the running of the stadium or the welfare of the 

greyhounds please do not hesitate to get in touch. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

Mark Bird      Ian Smyth 

Managing Director     Director of Stadia 

GBGB Entain 

  

 


