
 

 

Volunteer for Greenwich + Docklands International Festival 2018 
 

Greenwich + Docklands International Festival (GDIF) is London’s leading festival of free 
outdoor theatre and performing arts, now in its 23rd year. This year’s festival will take place 
from 21 June to 7 July across different locations in Royal Greenwich and Tower Hamlets, 
including Historic Maritime Greenwich, Greenwich Peninsula, Royal Docks, Woolwich, 
Thamesmead, Eltham, Canary Wharf and Roman Road. 
 

Fly By Night Pigeon Handler Role Description 
 

Taking place at dusk above the River Thames, Fly By Night pays beautiful homage to some of 
the First World War’s unsung heroes: the military pigeons that played crucial roles 
delivering messages between distant personnel. The call of a whistle provides the signal for 
over 1,500 trained pigeons to emerge from their coop and soar, swoop and glide through 
the skies, with the leg bands that once carried vital messages replaced by tiny LED lights to 
create a glorious spectacle in the evening sky. This public artwork was originally presented 
by Duke Riley and Creative Time at New York City’s Brooklyn Navy Yard in 2016. 
  
To make this project happen, we are looking for enthusiastic volunteers to help Duke and 
his team train and guide the pigeons leading up to and during the performances. This 
unusual role is a really exciting opportunity to learn more about pigeon fancying, as well as 
to be an integral part of a groundbreaking outdoor show. 
 
Please note: as well as being essential to the actual performances, Pigeon Handlers will be 
required to attend four training sessions at the performance space in Thamesmead, on 
dates of their choice between 14 May and 19 June. 
 
Requirements for the roles 
 

 It’s great if you can sign up to a minimum of three shifts. This will help us to build cohesive 
teams during the festival, and you will get more from the experience overall (shifts are not 
necessarily a whole day, often volunteering is spread over the day and evening time) 

 You must be 18 years old or over to volunteer 

 Able to take direction from the GDIF staff team 

 GDIF prides itself on being an accessible event, and we expect all volunteers to promote and 
take an active role in ensuring access for all audience members and volunteers during the 
event 

 We need people who are friendly and outgoing 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dukeriley.info%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C20be952cfc01427a764108d589c02964%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636566380770895348&sdata=NzzLtsMBIi%2FnC153EmPN1HqjcJ%2FqbKFWxAvlO2ZjnaM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fcreativetime.org%2Fprojects%2Fflybynight%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C20be952cfc01427a764108d589c02964%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636566380770895348&sdata=p%2F3C9GqWe1MGe2DqZdkGclwZSnVWBa02Umb4zAtI%2Brs%3D&reserved=0


 It’s great if you have some enthusiasm for the arts and being outdoors 

 Able to work as part of a team 

 Be physically fit, comfortable with heights and at ease with handling pigeons 
 
Co-commissioned by LIFT, Peabody, Greenwich+Docklands International Festival and London 
Borough of Bexley and 14-18 NOW WW1 Centenary Art Commissions 
 
What you can expect from GDIF 
 
All volunteers will be given full support and supervision throughout their volunteering period. We 
provide a Volunteer Induction a couple of weeks before the Festival which all volunteers are 
strongly encouraged to attend. 
 
We aim to make volunteering with GDIF accessible to all, so if you let us know of any needs you may 
require support with we will endeavour to accommodate this. 
 
We are happy to reimburse travel and refreshment expenses as a flat fee of £5 or £10 per day. As we 
are a charity, please request the amount that corresponds with how much you have spent on travel 
and refreshments. 
 
Sign up to volunteer 
 
Over the next two weeks you will receive a link by email to an application form which, once 
completed, will allow you to view the different volunteering opportunities available at this year’s 
festival.  
 
This year we’re using a new online system called Better Impact, which should make your 
volunteering experience with us even smoother. Better Impact will allow you to: 
 

- see which roles are available to you this year, and when they are 
- apply for them 
- View a comprehensive list of all of your volunteering shifts and the details associated with 

them, once you’ve been confirmed 
 
If you wish to talk to us about the volunteering opportunities at GDIF or need support with filling out 

the application form then please contact Harry Forshaw on harry@festival.org or 02083 055 024. 

Many thanks, 

Harry & the GDIF 2018 Team 

 

mailto:harry@festival.org

