
GDIF Volunteer Information 



Greenwich+Docklands International Festival 

 

 

The arts festival takes place in 
outdoor spaces across Royal 
Greenwich and East London. 

 

We are looking for friendly 
people to volunteer at this 
year’s festival.  
 

 

If you like meeting new people 
and enjoy being outdoors, then 
we want to hear from you. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



What is GDIF like? 

 

Most events take place in the 
town centres of Greenwich, 
Woolwich and Eltham, as well 
as in North Greenwich, 
Thamesmead, Canary Wharf 
and other areas of Tower 
Hamlets. 

 

There are outdoor theatre and 
dance shows during the day,  
 

 

and after dark.  
 

 

There are all kinds of other arts 
experiences, some include 
taking part.  
 



 

 It can be crowded. 
 

  

There are loud noises, but there 
are also relaxed quieter areas.  
 

  

There are sometimes lots of 
other things going on, like food 
and drink for sale.  
 

 

A lot of children and families go 
to GDIF. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Please be aware: 

 

The Festival can have nice 
weather 
 

 

The Festival can also have bad 
weather, and get cold and 
damp.  
 

 

It can be tiring to get around.  
 

 

What jobs do volunteers do?  

 

They give audience members 
information. 



 

They hand out leaflets.  

 

They ask for donations to the 
Festival.  
 

 

They help artists and audience 
members. 



 

Be ready in case audience 
members need help.  

 

Jobs that volunteers don’t do 

 

You do not clean toilets. 

 

You do not do lots of litter 
picking.  



 

You do not have to tell people 
off.  

 

If there is a problem, stewards 
will sort it out. 

 

When do volunteers work? 

 

The Festival takes place 
between 21 June and 7 July 
2018.  



 
There are all kinds of shifts 
between those dates, with 
different times.  
 
Get in touch with Harry, our 
Volunteer Coordinator, who will 
help you choose the best times. 

 

Who should volunteer? 

 

Anyone aged 18 years or older.  

 

You need to be friendly. 



 

You need to like meeting new 
people.  

 

You need to arrive for your shift 
on time. 

 

You need to be prepared for 
good or bad weather.  

 

You need to be ready to be 
friendly with lots of people from 
different backgrounds.  



 

It is okay if you use a 
communication board. 

 

It is okay if you need someone 
to help you to talk to other 
people. 

 

  



What do volunteers get? 

 

Be part of an amazing arts 
festival.  

 

Volunteer work experience. 

 
After the Festival you can claim 
up to £10 per day to help with 
the cost of food and travel.  

 

Meet new people and maybe 
make some friends! 

 



Viewing Areas 

 

All static shows have viewing 
areas. 

 

Viewing areas give a good view 
to people who use wheelchairs 
or who need to sit down whilst 
watching a performance.  

 

They are also used by people 
who find it difficult to be in a big 
crowd.  

 

You can go in the Viewing Area 
with a personal assistant or 
friend.  

 



Assisted Routes 

 

For shows that move around, 
there will be someone you can 
follow who will show you the 
best place to watch. 

Audio Description 

 

Some shows are described for 
people who cannot see very 
well. 

Captioning  

 

Some shows have an app that 
types out the script on your 
phone as the show is 
happening. 

BSL interpretation  

 

Some shows have someone 
translating the script into British 
Sign Language.  

 



Programme Guidance 
We’ve created labels to describe what each show will be like: 

 

MSN – Make some noise – no 
need to worry about a little extra 
noise 

 

P – Participate – if you want to 
get stuck in and take part  

 

SBR – Sit back & relax – no 
effort or participation required  

 

SS – Sensory spectacle 



 

SF – Speech free  

 

FF – Family friendly  

  

Personal Assistants  

 

If you need someone to help 
you at the Festival, you can 
bring a personal assistant or 
carer.  
 
You might need someone to 
help you do your volunteer jobs.  

 

You might need someone to 
help with moving through 
crowds. 



 

Let us know if you think you 
need to bring a personal 
assistant.  

 

Find out more: 

 

Contact Harry if you would like 
to volunteer. 

 

Phone: 020 8305 5024 



 

Email: harry@festival.org  

 

mailto:harry@festival.org

