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GREENWICH+DOCKLANDS INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL  
ANNOUNCES HIGHLIGHTS OF THE 2019 PROGRAMME 

 
Greenwich+Docklands International Festival (GDIF), London’s leading festival of outdoor theatre 
and performing arts, today announces highlights of the 2019 festival, running from 21 June - 6 July 
in locations across Royal Greenwich, East London and, for the first time, the City of London.  
 
Responding to a time of national uncertainty with a determination to make fun and conviviality a 
central focus, highlights include the Greenwich Fair, an intensive, two-day programme of street the-
atre in Greenwich Town Centre; the UK première of a major street theatre adaptation of Moby Dick 
by the Italian company Teatro Dei Venti in the City of London; a captivating site specific theatre pro-
duction in the Royal Docks entitled Passenger by Jessica Wilson exploring the tangled relationship 
between local and global; an innovative union of circus and community created in Thamesmead with 
the French Compagnie XY; the UK’s largest annual programme of outdoor dance, Dancing City, 
across the squares and public spaces of Canary Wharf; and the French street theatre company 
L’Homme Debout’s MO and the Red Ribbon, a spectacular promenade production in Bow, featuring 
a giant child puppet on a journey of migration and discovery.  
 
The full programme, which will include new commissions, co-productions and UK premières, will be 
announced in March. GDIF promises something different, and in the words of The Guardian, makes 
an “unrivalled contribution to the happiness of the people of London”. 
 
Artistic Director Bradley Hemmings MBE said, “This year, at a time of national division and uncer-
tainty regarding the UK’s relationship with Europe, GDIF will offer an antidote of fun, conviviality and 
togetherness, bringing Londoners together as never before with a joyously spectacular international 
programme of free outdoor arts.  
 
“I’m particularly proud that we’re welcoming so many international artists and companies to Lon-
don, whose work will bring audiences together in these difficult times, inspiring wonder, celebration 
and optimism”.  
 
Greenwich+Docklands International Festival (GDIF) is London's free, annual outdoor theatre and per-
forming arts festival. GDIF is committed to breaking new ground in outdoor performance and raising 
the ambition, quality and diversity of outdoor work produced in the UK.  

 

  



GDIF 2019: PROGRAMME HIGHLIGHTS 

GREENWICH FAIR 
Various artists 
22 and 23 June, Greenwich Town Centre 
This annual two-day “festival within a festival” brings together UK and international street arts com-
panies, taking to the streets and public spaces of Greenwich Town Centre. This year’s programme 
has a serious focus on “fun”, with productions including the Dutch company Babok’s PolderCoaster, 
a hilarious reimagining of a fairground ride; Tickertape Parade’s Fantabulosa, a fantastical queer-
positive pop-up world of imagination, storytelling and glitter where boundaries are forgotten and 
everyone and anyone can be whoever they want to be; and Wild ‘n’ Beets’ Buck a Brenda an uproar-
ious reinvention of the vintage game ‘Buckaroo’ hosted on cowboy-themed mobility scooters. 
 
MOBY DICK 
Teatro Dei Venti 
22 June, Guildhall Yard, City of London 
Presented on the site of London’s Roman Amphitheatre, this spectacular UK première features in-
ventive staging, merging theatre, circus, dance and music with imposing, transformational mechani-
cal structures. A co-commission with the City of London Corporation as part of its ‘Fantastic Feats’ 
outdoor arts programme, this Italian production explores timely themes of migration and the fear of 
the other.  
 
PASSENGER 
Jessica Wilson 
26 - 29 June, Millennium Mills, Royal Docks 
A conversation between two passengers on a bus is the starting point for this epic, unfolding story 
set against the background of a journey where you take a bus ride through London's Royal Docks. 
First seen in Melbourne where it was described by Arts Hub Australia as “a brilliantly crafted story 
that thrusts you into a live-action cinematic experience”, Passenger explores the tangled relation-
ship between local and global, blurring the line between reality and fiction in a spectacular and all-
encompassing experience. 
 
LES VOYAGES 
Compagnie XY 
30 June, The Moorings, Thamesmead  
Conceived as an exchange of gifts, this acrobatic exploration of people and place from one of 
France’s most acclaimed circus companies, shines a light on humanity and our need to be nurtured 
and supported. Following a residency with local people on The Moorings estate in Thamesmead, this 
captivating experience provides an ephemeral and optimistic vision of place through the eyes of 
those who live there.  
 
DANCING CITY 
Various artists 
29 June, Canary Wharf, Tower Hamlets 
The UK’s best loved programme of outdoor dance will again take over the squares and public spaces 
of Canary Wharf with a captivating array of performances from Joss Arnott Dance, Jorge Crecis, Jus-
tice in Motion, James Wilton, New Adventures, Eric Lamoureux and Hela Fattoumi, and includes a 
new production from Talawa Theatre Company co-created by Jade Hackett and Ryan Calais Cam-
eron.  
 
 



MO AND THE RED RIBBON 
Compagnie L’Homme Debout 
29 June, Roman Road, Tower Hamlets 
This spectacular promenade production explores the experience of migration from a child’s perspec-
tive as a giant child puppet moves through the streets of East London in search of something. On this 
emotional journey, a central red ribbon acts as a guide, linking the child to their, family, their coun-
try, their experiences and their new life.  
 
www.festival.org/gdif 
Twitter: @GDIFestival 
Instagram: @gdifestival/ 
Facebook:  /GDIFestival/  
 
 
NOTES TO EDITORS 
Greenwich+Docklands International Festival 
Under Bradley Hemmings’ artistic direction Greenwich+Docklands International Festival has become 
a nationally recognised leader in outdoor arts; commissioning, producing and presenting work by a 
wide range of UK and international artists. In 2012 Hemmings was Co-Artistic Director for the Open-
ing Ceremony of London 2012 Paralympic Games and since then has gone on to direct other major 
ceremonies and events including most recently the finale to the Great Exhibition of the North in 
2018. In 2016 Hemmings received an MBE for services to culture and disability arts and in 2017 he 
was awarded the Freedom of the Royal Borough of Greenwich. 
 
GDIF is supported by Arts Council England, Royal Borough of Greenwich, Tower Hamlets Council, 
Peabody, Canary Wharf Arts + Events, Royal Docks, and the City of London Corporation.  
 
Arts Council England 
Arts Council England is the national development body for arts and culture across England, working 
to enrich people’s lives. We support a range of activities across the arts, museums and libraries – 
from theatre to visual art, reading to dance, music to literature, and crafts to collections. Great art 
and culture inspires us, brings us together and teaches us about ourselves and the world around us. 
In short, it makes life better. Between 2018 and 2022, we will invest £1.45 billion of public money 
from government and an estimated £860 million from the National Lottery to help create these ex-
periences for as many people as possible across the country. www.artscouncil.org.uk 
 
Royal Borough of Greenwich 
The Royal Borough of Greenwich boasts some of the best and most varied entertainment in London 
alongside iconic backdrops of historic Royal Greenwich, a great number of world class attractions 
and buzzing streets with shops, cafes, bars, restaurants and museums offering unique food and gifts.  
  
Royal Greenwich is committed to arts and culture and bringing high quality events to our town  
centres with inspiring street performances designed to celebrate the area’s cultural vibrancy and 
draw in residents and visitors alike. Our strong arts and tourism industry provides thousands of local 
jobs and greatly boosts the borough’s economy.  
For further information, contact: media.desk@royalgreenwich.gov.uk 
 
Peabody 
Peabody is investing more than £1bn in Thamesmead over the next ten years. We are building new 
homes, refurbishing existing ones, and working with the community to make the area a better place 
to live. Last year Thamesmead celebrated its 50th anniversary and is now entering an exciting new 

http://www.festival.org/
https://twitter.com/GDIFestival
https://www.instagram.com/gdifestival/
https://www.facebook.com/GDIFestival/
http://www.artscouncil.org.uk/
mailto:media.desk@royalgreenwich.gov.uk


phase of development which will see it realise its potential as London’s new town. This means in-
vestment beyond bricks and mortar. It means investing in people and businesses, helping to create 
prosperity and success. 
  
City of London (and Fantastic Feats) 
The City of London Corporation is the governing body of the Square Mile, dedicated to a vibrant and 
thriving City and supporting a diverse and sustainable London within a globally-successful UK.  
 
Twitter: @visitthecity Instagram: @visitthecity www.cityoflondon.gov.uk www.visitthecity.co.uk 
 
Fantastic Feats: the building of London (31 May – 1 December 2019) is an outdoor arts programme 
in the City of London which will celebrate London’s long-standing history of architectural and engi-
neering firsts, and looks at how these innovations have contributed to improving the lives of Lon-
doners over past centuries.  
 
For information regarding Fantastic Feats please contact: Charlotte Treadwell or Alicia Yau at Caro 
Communications: +44 (0)20 7713 9388 charlotte@carocommunications.com / alicia@carocommuni-
cations.com  
 
Tower Hamlets Council 
Tower Hamlets Council is proud to support a diverse range of arts and events in the borough and 
prides itself on hosting a varied cultural programme from major music festivals to supporting grass-
roots community arts groups. To find out more about events in the borough visit www.towerham-
lets.gov.uk/arts  
 
Royal Docks 
The Royal Docks has been a global centre for innovation and industry since the 1800s: established as 
the largest enclosed port in the world, it facilitated the movement of hundreds of thousands of car-
goes and passenger ships, spawning settlements such as Canning Town and North Woolwich, and 
despite heavy bombing during the Blitz, remained open during the Second World War and kept Brit-
ain supplied with food. As its industry was transformed by the containerisation of cargo, the area fell 
into decline, resulting in high levels of unemployment and social deprivation. The Royal Docks is now 
experiencing significant change. It is London’s only Enterprise Zone and one of its largest regenera-
tion projects, managed by the Royal Docks Team, a joint initiative by the Mayor of London and the 
Mayor of Newham.  
www.royaldocks.london 
 
Canary Wharf 
The Canary Wharf estate is a major retail destination comprising around 1m sq ft across five shop-
ping malls, including the award-winning leisure development, Crossrail Place, housing one of Lon-
don’s most stunning roof gardens.  It also has world-class, year-round arts and events programme 
offering over 200 diverse and culturally inspiring events performed throughout the Estate. 
Website: www.canarywharf.com Instagram: @canarywharflondon  
Twitter @CanaryWharfGrp; @YourCanaryWharf; @Level39CW 
 
Link to logos: https://we.tl/t-sgmA2f3S2r  
Link to photography: https://we.tl/t-98DlhlfRDB  
Highlights of GDIF 2018: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aqTx57jGOVQ  
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For further information, please contact: Kate Morley 
07970 465 648 / kate@katemorleypr.com 

mailto:kate@katemorleypr.com

