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GDIF 
Greenwich + Docklands International Festival 2019 
 
Welcome to the Greenwich and Docklands International Festival 
2018 BROCHURE, your complete guide to London’s FREE outdoor 
arts festival.  This year's festival runs from 21 June – 6 July. 
 
It is, in the words of Time Out; “London’s most spectacular 
programme of free open-air performance”. 
 
 
A Bigger Picture 
This year GDIF invites you to see the world anew. 
Artistic Director, Bradley Hemmings MBE, introduces the Festival: 
Across the Festival artists and participants will welcome you with 
performances and events offering surprising and different 
perspectives. Whether through awe-inspiring staging, the 
opportunity of diving into immersive productions, discovering 
places and people you may not have encountered before, or 
sharing local and global stories, GDIF sets out to reveal a bigger 
picture. 
 
With a programme stretching across Royal Greenwich, Tower 
Hamlets, Royal Docks, Thamesmead, Eltham and for the first time, 
the City of London, the Festival canvas reveals and reimagines 
diverse places, through outdoor arts. 
 
And because every big picture needs a frame, this year, at a time 
when more than ever we need a reason to come together, the 
Festival will open and close with Cristal Palace, an astonishing 
production from the French company Transe Express, inviting you 
take your place under a giant overhead chandelier as public 
spaces, first in Woolwich and then at the Royal Albert Dock, are 
transformed into glittering outdoor ballrooms. 
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Access at the Festival 
Outdoor shows welcome all audiences. Our what to expect' guide 
might help you pick which shows to see, especially if you or 
members of your group have access needs. For more details visit 
festival.org/access. 
For any access queries contact eiizabeth@festivai.org or phone 020 
8305 5021. 
 
Welcome to GDIF 
 
Here to help 
GDIF’s friendly volunteers are on hand at every event to help with 
information and directions; you can’t miss them in their bright 
pink t-shirts!  
 
Tell us what you think 
We want to hear from you about your experience of the Festival 
and how we can make it even better next year. Our volunteers will 
be handing out feedback forms at the events and we’d love to 
hear what you think.  
 
Help us to keep it free 
By making a donation you can help us to keep the Festival free. 
Look out for GDIF Volunteers with collection buckets. You can also 
visit justgiving.com/gdif to make a donation.  
 
Feeling peckish? 
Check out our food and drink stalls and treat yourself to some 
local fare including award-winning jerk chicken from Thamesmead 
and delightfully cool ice creams to savour in the sun.  
 
Photography and filming 

mailto:eiizabeth@festivai.org
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We have photographers and filmmakers at events to capture 
footage to share online and for use in future. If you don’t want to 
be featured, please wear a ‘No Photography’ sticker, available 
from our volunteers. Got some great snaps you want to share? 
Tag us @GDIFestival.  
 
Access at the Festival  
Outdoor shows welcome all audiences. Our ‘what to expect’ guide 
might help you pick which shows to see, especially if you or 
members of your group have access needs.  
 
Make some noise 
Family Friendly 
Participate (if you want to take part and get stuck in) 
Sensory Spectacle 
Speech Free 
Kick back & relax (no effort or participation required) 
 
For more details visit festival.org/access. 
For any access queries contact elizabeth@festival.org or phone 
020 8305 5021. 
 
What’s on, when and where 
 
Opening Night 
21 June 
Woolwich Town Centre and Royal Arsenal Riverside 
 
Daedalum 
21-23 June 
RAD London, Royal Docks 
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Greenwich Fair 
21-23 June 
Greenwich Town Centre 
 
Moby Dick 
22 June 
Guildhall Yard 
 
Passenger 
26-29 June 
Beckton Park, Royal Docks 
 
Dancing City 
29 June 
Canary Wharf 
 
Mo and the Red Ribbon 
29 June 
Bow 
 
Les Voyages 
30 June 
Thamesmead 
 
My House 
4 & 5 July 
Eltham 
 
Closing Ceremony 
6 July 
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RAD London Royal Docks 
 
Almost all events at GDIF are free and do not require tickets. 
Passenger is the only ticketed event as the show takes place on a 
moving bus. Details and tickets at festlval.org/passenger 
 
More about the performances on opening night: 
 
Join us for this year’s Opening Night, transforming the streets 
and public spaces of Woolwich with art, food, dance, street 
theatre and a spectacular finale.  This is your chance to 
experience London’s newest and most vibrantly authentic 
cultural destination at its best. 
 
GDIF Opening Night is supported by the Royal Borough of 
Greenwich, Royal Greenwich Festivals, Arts Council England, 
Woolwich Cultural Destinations, Berkeley and Without Walls. 
 

On Friday 21 June from 1pm to 11pm 
 
At Woolwich Town Centre and Royal Arsenal Riverside 
 
Admission is free 
  
All ages, Wheelchair accessible, BSL interpreted, Audio 

described, Assistance dogs welcome 

 
 
Oh Europa 
Action Hero 

This motor home has travelled 33,000 km across Europe collecting 
love songs on the way. Now it’s your turn – come early and share 
your favourite love songs.  
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Action Hero is a National Portfolio Organisation supported by Arts 
Council England.  

Collecting love songs from 1pm to 5pm, at Love Lane SE18 6QT 
Feel free to visit at any time during the hours above. 

A family friendly show; Participate (if you want to get stuck in and 
take part); A Sensory spectacle 

 
Mulier 
CIA. Maduixa 

This dramatic stilt performance celebrates female empowerment, 
presented adjacent to buildings which were once the workplace of 
Woolwich’s female munitions workers.  

Mulïer is supported by Berkeley. 

Performances are at 6pm & 8pm, at Royal Artillery Square SE18 
6ST, and run for about 40 minutes 

Kick back & relax (no effort or participation required); Speech free 

 
Scalped 
Initiative.DKF 

Style and empowerment come together in this dance theatre 
show celebrating Black women’s hair, created by Damilola K. 
Fashola with inspiration from the iconic Grace Jones.  

Scalped is supported by Without Walls and commissioned by 
Brighton Festival.  

Performances are at 6pm & 7.30pm, at Beresford Square SE18 
6BB and run for about 30 minutes 

Make some noise; Kick back & relax (no effort or participation 
required); BSL interpreted 
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Shop Plastique  

Impact Dance 

Seven mannequins come to life in this high street fantasia, 
presented by Authenticity, Impact Dance’s talented young 
company. 

Performances are at 6pm & 8pm, at Powis Street SE18 6LF, and 
run for about 25 minutes 

Make some noise; Kick back & relax (no effort or participation 
required) 

 

Frock 

Stopgap Dance Company 

Brace yourself for an empowering celebration of self-identity in 
this punkish explosion of individuality from one of Britain’s leading 
inclusive dance companies.  

Frock is supported by Without Walls, Spirit of 2012, Arts Council 
England and the Forum. Stopgap is a National Portfolio 
Organisation supported by Arts Council England.  

Performances are at 6.30pm & 8.30pm, at Powis Street SE18 6LF, 
and run for about 30 minutes 

Make some noise; Kick back & relax (no effort or participation 
required); Speech free 

 

That Parking Show 

Tangled Feet 

Two cars vie for a parking space in this comic, timely 
and turbo-charged exploration of how conflict escalates.  
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Tangled Feet is a National Portfolio Organisation supported by 
Arts Council England.  

Performances are at 6.30pm & 8pm, at Beresford Square SE18 
6BB, and run for about 30 minutes 

Make some noise; Kick back & relax (no effort or participation 
required) 

 

i-PUPPETS 

Close-Act 

Three otherworldly, optical creatures view Woolwich from above 
in this interactive and surreal walkabout performance.  

Performances are at 7pm, at Powis Street SE18 6LF, and at 
8.30pm, at Beresford Square SE18 6BB 

This is a roaming show that runs for about 30 minutes  

Family Friendly; Participate (if you want to get stuck in and take 
part); Speech Free 

 

Joyous Urban Mess 

Les Vernisseurs 

In this spectacular disruption of an everyday high street, 
Woolwich becomes a playground for five ‘workers’ who end up 
showering everyone in confetti and streamers. 

 
Performances are at 7pm & 8.50pm, at Beresford Square and the 
surrounding area SE18 6BB, and run for about 40 minutes 

Family Friendly; Participate (if you want to get stuck in and take 
part); Speech Free; Make some noise 
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Congregation  
Ray Lee 

A chorus of singing spheres creates a humming electronic web of 
sound in this strange processional science fiction ceremony. To 
take part in Congregation, book your free ticket at 
festival.org/congregation.  

Congregation is supported by Without Walls and Commissioned 
by Norfolk & Norwich Festival and Out There International Festival 
of Circus & Street Arts.  
 
Performances are at 7.40pm & 9pm, at Powis Street SE18 6LF, and 
run for about 20 minutes 

Family Friendly; Participate (if you want to get stuck in and take 
part); Speech Free; A Sensory spectacle 

 
Spirit of Woolwich 

Celebrate Woolwich’s indomitable spirit with inspiring 
performances from local dance companies, B40 Youth Dance 
Company, the Caribbean Social Forum and Nupur Bollywood 
Dance Group.  

Performances at Powis Street SE18 6LF 
 
At 8.30pm, Carnival! by B40 Youth Dance Company 
At 8.40pm, Quadrilles  by Caribbean Social Forum, 
And at 8.55pm, Dhol Baaje by Nupur Bollywood Dance Group 

Each performance runs for about 10 minutes  

Kick back & relax (no effort or participation required); Speech free 

 

Cristal Palace 
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Woolwich Town Centre and Royal Arsenal Riverside 

A UK Première. This year’s Festival features opening and closing 
ceremonies celebrating the spirit of the communities in which 
they take place.  

Fusing dance, music, acrobatics and spectacle, General Gordon 
Square will be transformed into a glittering outdoor ballroom, 
with the help of a giant overhead chandelier, in this high-flying, 
immersive production from internationally acclaimed Transe 
Express.  

As part of the performance, London-based mass movement 
director Jeanefer Jean-Charles has collaborated with Transe 
Express to create a special segment showcasing seven local dance 
companies with new and sampled music from DJ Walde 

The performance will be from 9.30pm, at General Gordon Square 
SE18 6FH.  

The show runs for about 75 minutes  

Audio described 

Make some noise   

 

Access 

There is step-free and viewing access at all performance locations. 
Viewing areas will be marked with a flag or sign – please ask a 
GDIF Volunteer if you’re not sure where to go. Please contact 
elizabeth@festival.org / 020 8305 5021 for more information.  

There are accessible toilets at Beresford Square and Vincent Road 
public toilets in Woolwich. There are several on street Blue Badge 
parking spots in the town centre, as well as at Powis Street & 
Tesco car parks. A drop off/pick up point will be at Wellington 
Street.   

mailto:elizabeth@festival.org
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With thanks to: B40 Youth Dance Company, Lotus Youth Dance, 
Dynamix Youth Dance, Caribbean Social Forum, Skills & Care 
Greenwich Nepalese Dance Group, St Ursula’s and Voice of 
Mauritius. 
Cristal Palace is presented as part of Global Streets.  

 

Getting Here 

The closest station is Woolwich Arsenal (DLR), or North Greenwich 
(Jubilee) and then take the 161, 422 or 472 bus to Woolwich Town 
Centre. You can also take the Woolwich Ferry (free of charge) or 
Thames Clipper to Royal Arsenal Pier. Visit tfl.gov.uk/plan-a-
journey/ to plan your journey.  

 

Daedalum 

Architects of Air 

London Première. Lose yourself in this immersive architectural 
installation created by Alan Parkinson, whose ‘cathedrals of air’ 
have attracted more than three million visitors across the world. 
This extraordinary experience will be enhanced with a specially 
commissioned soundscape from British-Asian composer and 
multi-instrumentalist Shri Sriram. Why not combine your visit with 
a pitstop at our Dockside Festival site, complete with deckchairs, 
playful fountains, street food and a bar?  

DAEDALUM is supported by the Royal Docks, London’s only 
Enterprise Zone and a joint partnership between the Mayor of 
London and Mayor of Newham, and RAD London.  

Part of the London Festival of Architecture.  
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Performed at RAD London, Royal Albert Docks Royal Docks E16 
2YP 

On Friday 21 June from 1pm to 9pm, on Saturday 22 June from 
11am to 9pm, and on Sunday 23 June, from 11am to 6pm 

Feel free to visit at any time during these hours    

Admission is free 

Wheelchair accessible; Assistance dogs welcome 

All ages; Speech free; Family friendly; A Sensory spectacle 

 

Access 

There is step-free access in and around the installation and 
accessible toilets and a Mobiloo will be on site on Friday – the 
mobile toilet with hoist and changing table. Please bring your own 
sling if you wish to use the hoist.  

 

Getting Here 

Both Daedalum and Cristal Palace 
will be at the Royal Albert Dock, E16 2YP. The closest DLR station 
is Beckton Park - six minutes to Canning Town, 13 minutes to 
Stratford, 24 minutes to Bank (both via Canning Town). We highly 
encourage audience members to use public transportation to 
Royal Albert Dock, as Beckton Park DLR station is fully accessible 
and conveniently located near to the performance site. Look out 
for a GDIF volunteer, who will be directing audience members 
from station to site. Visit tfl.gov.uk/plan-a-journey/ to plan your 
journey.  

 

Greenwich Fair 



13 

Friday 21 June to Sunday 23 June 

Lyn Gardner, in The Guardian, writes, “I know families who mark 
off the GDIF and Greenwich Fair dates on their calendar in the 
same way they do family birthdays they wouldn’t want to miss”. 

GDIF’s much loved, family-friendly weekend is back, and, as usual, 
it’s packed with incredible street theatre, dance, games, circus 
and art from across the UK and Europe. You can be part of a giant 
17th-century painting as it comes to life, ride on a laugh out loud, 
low-tech rollercoaster or dive into a fantastical drag show for all 
the family. Alternatively sit back and delight in the very best of 
international street theatre, including a daring performance 
weaving through a forest of poles and an uproarious French street 
show involving a mountain of buckets.  

Greenwich Fair takes place at Cutty Sark Gardens SE10 9HT, Old 
Royal Naval College SE10 9NN and Greenwich Park SE10 8QY 

On Friday 21 June from 12pm to 8pm,  

On Saturday 22 June from 12pm to 9pm, and on  

Sunday 23 June from 11am to 9pm 

Admission is free 

All ages, Wheelchair accessible, BSL interpreters, assistance dogs 
welcome 

 

Greenwich Fair at the Old Royal Naval College features: 

 
Pasture with Cows 
Captain Boomer Collective 

A World Première. Blurring the boundaries between art and 
reality, a giant painting comes to life as you take your seat on an 



14 

oversized picture frame, whilst a bucolic scene unfolds with cows 
grazing against the backdrop of Wren’s riverside masterpiece.   
Previously seen at GDIF with their beached Sperm Whale and 
Skagt which took audiences to the centre of the earth, this 
Flemish collective of artists specialise in confounding expectations 
and encouraging us to look at the world anew.  

Pasture with Cows is commissioned by Greenwich+Docklands 
International Festival, Paris L’Été Festival and Zomer Van 
Antwerpen Festival.  

On Friday, from 12pm to 8pm   
On Saturday, from 12pm to 9pm 
And on Sunday, from 11am to 5pm 
Feel free to visit at any time during these hours 

Family friendly; Kick back & relax (no effort or participation 
required); Speech free 

 

Stack Cats 

Gandini Juggling 

A World Première.  This mash-up of clowning, slapstick and dance 
laced with classical painting references, features world class 
juggling virtuosity. Last seen at GDIF with their surreal duet 
Gibbon, this première tackles contemporary issues in Gandini’s 
characteristically unconventional and ground-breaking style.  

Performances on Saturday, at 1.30pm & 4.15pm, 

And on Sunday, at 12.30pm & 3pm 

Performances run for about 30 minutes  

Kick back & relax (no effort or participation required) ; Speech free 
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Prospero 

Teatro Stalker 

A UK Première.  This evolving performance installation puts 
collaboration and community centre stage. Following the success 
of their captivating Steli in 2017, which featured rainbow coloured 
pick-up sticks, Teatro Stalker return with a new and magical 
playground. Dive in and this new artwork becomes an expression 
of what connects us, as you play your part in assembling this 
captivating large-scale sculpture accompanied by live music.  

Performances on Saturday, at 2.15pm & 4.55pm,  

And on Sunday, at 1.10pm & 3.40pm 

Performances run for about 45 minutes  

Family friendly; Participate (if you want to get stuck in and take 
part) 

 
Poldercoaster 
Babok 
A UK Première.  Strap in and get ready to ride the PolderCoaster! 
The first - and only - low-tech rollercoaster in the world is unlike 
anything in your average theme park. Featuring unexpected turns, 
tunnels, entertainment in the highest gear, and an interactive test 
ride ride that involves the whole crowd. 
 
Performances on Saturday, at 1.45pm, 3.25pm, 6.45pm & 8.35pm, 
And on Sunday, at 2.45pm, 5.30pm & 6.40pm 
 
Performances run for about 20 minutes  

Sunday’s performances are BSL interpreted 
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Family friendly; Participate (if you want to get stuck in and take 
part); A sensory spectacle 

 
Saut 
Collectif Bigbinôme 
 
A UK Première.  From cowboy to diva, from builder to bulldozer, 
from superhero to convict, everything is an excuse to play for 
these four young acrobats. In this virtuosic tour de force, they 
work together to deliver mayhem, hilarity and gasp-inducing 
stunts with the assistance of 50 buckets. 
 
Performances on Saturday, at 1pm & 5.55pm, 
And on Sunday, at 2pm & 4.35pm 
 
Performances run for about 35 minutes  

Family friendly; Kick back & relax (no effort or participation 
required); Speech free 

 

BUCK A BRENDA 

Wild ‘n’ Beets 

Experience a vintage game with a disability politics twist in this 
uproarious reinvention of ‘Buckaroo’. With a wardrobe of double 
denim outfits and hosted on cowboy-themed mobility scooters by 
Beryl and Cyril (Bingo Lingo, GDIF 2017), Buck A Brenda is set to 
become the summer’s hottest new game.  

Buck A Brenda is supported by Without Walls and commissioned 
by Greenwich + Docklands International Festival and Hat Fair.  

Performances are on Saturday, at 3.15pm & 8.15pm,   
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And on Sunday, at 2.05pm & 6.10pm 

Performances run for about 45 minutes  

Sunday’s performances are BSL interpreted 

Family friendly; Participate (if you want to get stuck in and take 
part) 

 
i-PUPPETS 
Close-Act 

A trio of unusual optical creatures have landed and as they look 
down from above, they are curious to find out more about 
Greenwich. An intriguing interactive walkabout show which 
encourages you to reflect on seeing the world from a different 
perspective.  

Performances on Saturday, at 2pm & 6.30pm, 
And on Sunday, at 2pm & 5pm 

This is a roaming show, which runs for about 30 minutes 

Family friendly; Speech free 
 
Life is Short. Buy that Dress. 
Directie & Co 
A UK Première. This thought-provoking exploration of the 21st- 
century garment industry combines experimental dance theatre 
with an abundance of costume changes set on a recycling bin of 
used clothing. Drowning in fabric, this insightful performance 
dissects fashion, globalism and consumerism.  
 
Performances on Saturday, at 3.55pm & 7.45pm, 
And on Sunday, at 1.15pm & 6pm 

The show runs for about 30 minutes  
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Kick back & relax (no effort or participation required) ; Speech free 

 

Fantabulosa! 

Tickertape Parade 

Step into the magic of a pop-up world of imagination where 
boundaries are forgotten and anyone can be whoever they want 
to be. 
Join some of the UK’s leading drag artists for this family-friendly 
show featuring storytelling, lipsync, dressing-up, games, songs and 
a lot of glitter!  

Age Range: 3-8 (but fabulous for adults too!).  

Fantabulosa! is supported by Without Walls and commissioned by 
Greenwich+Docklands International Festival, Hat Fair and 
Salisbury International Arts Festival.  

Performances are on Saturday, at 2.15pm & 4.40pm,  

And on Sunday, at 12pm & 3.20pm 

The show runs for about 60 minutes  

Sunday’s performances are BSL interpreted 

Family friendly ; Participate (if you want to get stuck in and take 
part) 

 

A Graceful Act of Stupidity 

Candoco Dance Company 

Promising both laughter and tears, this beautiful new duet for 
Candoco from New Art Club’s Tom Roden draws on his experience 
as theatre-maker, comedian, choreographer and dancer. Playing 
with archetypes, this funny and impassioned performance will 
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confound expectations and encourage you to question the way 
you see the world.  

Candoco Dance Company is a National Portfolio Organisation 
supported by Arts Council England.  

Performances are on Saturday, at 1pm & 6.15pm,  

And on Sunday, at 12pm & 4.40pm 

The show runs for about 15 minutes  

Sunday’s performances are BSL interpreted 

Kick back & relax (no effort or participation required) ; Speech free 

 

L’Atelier 

Toc De Fusta 

A World Première.  These inventively designed games are housed 
in a very special workshop, featuring some of the most unlikely 
tools and machines you’ll ever see. Celebrating the joy of 
carpentry, now it’s time for you to take your turn and try your 
hand.  

Games are open on Saturday, from 1pm to 9pm,  

And on Sunday, from 12pm to 7pm 

Feel free to visit at any time during these hours 

Family friendly; Participate (if you want to get stuck in and take 
part); Speech free; A Sensory spectacle 

 

Friends of Crusoe 

Toc De Fusta 

Test your mind and skill with these intriguing, mechanical puzzles, 
all beautifully handcrafted from wood. Suitable for children and 
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adults alike, this Catalan company invites you to explore, enjoy 
and take time to play.  

Puzzles are open on Saturday, from 1pm to 9pm,  

And on Sunday, from 12pm to 7pm 

Feel free to visit at any time during these hours 

Family friendly; Participate (if you want to get stuck in and take 
part) ; Speech free ; A Sensory spectacle 

 

Greenwich Fair at Cutty Sark Gardens features: 

Wild 
Motionhouse 

A tangle of tall poles creates an urban jungle in this daring new 
dance-circus production from Motionhouse. Using powerful 
physicality, dynamic choreography and acrobatic movement, 
WILD explores the human disconnect with the natural 
environment and how, in a world that is becoming increasingly 
urbanised, the wild is gradually become more and more distant.  

WILD is supported by Without Walls and commissioned by 
Freedom Festival Arts Trust, Hat Fair, Out There International 
Festival of Circus and Street Arts, Gulbenkian & ART31 and 
Birmingham Hippodrome. Motionhouse is a National Portfolio 
Organisation supported by Arts Council England.  

Performances are on Saturday, at 1pm & 7.40pm, 
And on Sunday, at 12pm & 5.40pm 

The show runs for about 40 minutes  

Kick back & relax (no effort or participation required) ; Speech free 

 
Lifted 
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Mimbre 
 
Exploring what happens when one body is carried by another, 
three women move and lift each other in search of a perfect 
balance.  Mixing dance, theatre and circus, Lifted dissects and 
celebrates the art of collaborating, teaming up with three 
outstanding guest choreographers, Yi-Chun Liu, HURyCAN and 
Gary Clarke. 
 
Lifted is supported by Without Walls and commissioned by 
Stockton Internations Riverside Festival.  Mimbre is a National 
Portfolio Organisation supported by Arts Council England 
 
Performances are on Saturday, at 1.50pm & 5.30pm, and on 
Sunday, at 12.45pm & 3.40pm 
 
The show runs for about 35 minutes 

Kick back & relax (no effort or participation required); Speech free 

 
Stick-Stok 
Teatime Company 
 
A UK Première. No matter how much we may want to halt the 
passage of time or pause for a moment, we simply can’t. Echoing 
the endless ticking of a clock, Stick-Stok uses a blend of dance, 
circus and Chinese pole artistry to observe a restless world and 
our constant battle to jump further, move faster and try to catch 
up with time itself. 
 
Performances are on Saturday, at 4.25pm & 6.25pm,  
And on Sunday, at 2.50pm & 4.30pm 
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The show runs for about 20 minutes  

Kick back & relax (no effort or participation required); Speech free 

 
Sirin (Hope is the thing with feathers) 
Newton’s Ladder 

This poetic fable, choreographed by Ballet Lorent’s Liv Lorent, 
evokes a story of love and sacrifice, risk and hope, as a wandering 
man falls in love with a mythical, bird-like woman. Drawn from 
ancient legends, this mesmerising aerial performance is inspired 
by the eternal human ambition to capture, possess and tame the 
extraordinary.  

Sirin is supported by Without Walls and commissioned by 
Stockton International Riverside Festival.  

Performances are on Saturday, at 3pm & 8.35pm, 
And on Sunday, at 1.50pm & 6.35pm 

The show runs for about 25 minutes  

Kick back & relax (no effort or participation required); Speech free 

 
Roll Play 
Simple Cypher 
 
A World Première.  Prepare to be amazed by explosive tricks and 
artful dexterity as three performers blur the boundaries between 
hip hop and circus, using intricate moves to deliver a captivating, 
cheeky and effortlessly cool performance.  
 
Performances are on Saturday, at 3.35pm & 6.55pm, 
And on Sunday, at 2.15pm & 4.55pm 

The show runs for about 30 minutes  
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Kick back & relax (no effort or participation required); Speech free 

 
Catch Me 
Upswing 

This poetic duet combines acrobatics, dance and object 
manipulation. Featuring intergenerational performers from circus 
and contemporary dance backgrounds, Catch Me explores ideas 
around ageing, relationships between generations, who cares for 
whom, who is of value and who is capable of what?  

In between performances, there will be a sound installation 
playing. Ask a volunteer for a large print version of the 
transcription.  

Catch Me is supported by Without Walls and commissioned by 
Norfolk & Norwich Festival. Upswing is a National Portfolio 
Organisation supported by Arts Council England.  

Performances are on Saturday, at 2.35pm & 4.55pm, 
And on Sunday, at 1.20pm & 3.20pm 

The show runs for about 20 minutes  

Kick back & relax (no effort or participation required) 
 

Greenwich Fair at Greenwich Park features: 

 
Oh Europa 
Action Hero 

In 2018, two artists travelled over 30,000km across Europe in a 
motorhome, asking the people they met to sing them a love song. 
These voices, singing with sentiments of love, hope, heartbreak, 
loss and desire are now broadcasting 24/7 from beacons activated 
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by GPS technology on boundaries, meeting places, borders, 
margins and the edgelands of the continent.  

Having gathered additional songs at GDIF’s Opening Night, Action 
Hero’s motorhome arrives in Greenwich on its Europe-wide 
journey to share their moving, epic playlist in an 8-hour live radio 
broadcast 

Action Hero is a National Portfolio Organisation supported by Arts 
Council England. 

The performance is on Sunday, from 12pm to 8pm 
Feel free to visit at any time during these hours 
 
Kick back & relax (no effort or participation required); Family 
friendly; A Sensory spectacle 
 

Access 

All performance locations have step- free access and viewing 
areas with some limited seating. BSL interpreters will be on site on 
Sunday 23 June, though many performances are highly visual with 
minimal spoken content. 
We recommend attending the last show of the day for those who 
prefer a quieter performance. Additionally, the grounds of the Old 
Royal Naval college are quieter areas for anyone needing some 
time away from performance areas. There will be an accessible 
shuttle from the Queen Anne Building near the East Gates of Old 
Royal Naval College to Greenwich Park for Oh Europa on Sunday. 
There’s a Mobiloo on site – the mobile toilet with hoist and 
changing table. Please bring your own sling if you wish to use the 
hoist.  

 

Getting Here 
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The nearest public transport stations are Cutty Sark DLR, 
Greenwich and Maze Hill rail stations and Greenwich Pier. Bus 
routes 129, 177, 180, 188, 199 and 386 all stop close by. Parking in 
Greenwich is limited so we recommend you travel by public 
transport if possible. There’s pay-and-display and Blue Badge 
parking at Cutty Sark Gardens, Park Row and Burney Street car 
parks. Visit tfl.gov.uk/plan-a-journey/ to plan your journey. A 
pickup/ drop off point is on Welland Street.  

 
Moby Dick  

Teatro Dei Venti 
 
A UK Première.  This Italian street theatre production brings 
Captain Ahab’s ship and his obsessive search for revenge to a new 
GDIF destination in the City of London. With ingenious staging, 
physical theatre and circus, this timely reinvention of Melville’s 
classic novel explores themes of migration and the fear of the 
unknown.  

Moby Dick: The construction of an obsession is supported by the 
City of London Corporation, and presented in association with the 
City of London Corporation’s Fantastic Feats outdoor arts 
programme. www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/fantasticfeats  

The performance is at Guildhall Yard, City of London EF2V 5AE 
 
On Saturday, 22 June, at 8pm 
 
The performance runs for about 60 minutes 
 
Admission is free 
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All ages, Wheelchair accessible, BSL interpreters, audio described, 
assistance dogs welcome 

Family friendly; Kick back & relax (no effort or participation 
required) ; Make some noise ; A Sensory spectacle 

 
Access 

Volunteers will be at Bank station to help you find the 
performance. 
The performance site has level access throughout and a viewing 
platform with seats for access users. There is an accessible toilet 
in the Guildhall. Please contact elizabeth@festival.org for more 
information. 

Getting Here 

The nearest tube stations are Bank, St Paul’s, Mansion House and 
Moorgate. You can also get the following bus routes to Guildhall 
Yard: Bank 11, 23, 26, 388; Moorgate 21, 43, 76, 133, 141; 
Cheapside 8, 25, 242; London Wall 100. You can also get the train 
to Liverpool Street, Cannon Street, Fenchurch Street, Moorgate, 
Blackfriars and 
City Thameslink. Visit tfl.gov.uk/ plan-a-journey/ to plan your 
journey.  

 
Passenger 

Jessica Wilson 
The show begins at Beckton Park Bus Stop X, Royal Docks E6 5NE 

A conversation between two passengers on a bus is the starting 
point for this intimate yet epic story set against the background of 
a journey through London’s Royal Docks. First seen in Melbourne 
where it was described by Arts Hub as ‘a brilliantly crafted story 
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that thrusts you into a live-action cinematic experience’, 
Passenger blurs the line between reality and fiction in an 
immersive and all-encompassing experience.  

Directed and conceived by Jessica Wilson and Ian Pidd Devised by 
Jessica Wilson, Ian Pidd and Nicola Gunn Script by Nicola Gunn 
Local dramaturgy by Tassos Stephens Original composition by 
Tom Fitzgerald Performed by Jim Russell and Victoria Moseley 
Produced by Jessica Wilson and Kate McDonald  

Passenger contains some adult content and strong language and is 
recommended for 12 years and older. Children must be 
accompanied by an adult.  

Produced with the financial support of the Australia Council for 
the Arts, the City of Melbourne and The Arts Centre Melbourne. 
Passenger’s 2017 première season was presented by Footscray 
Arts Centre and Arts Centre Melbourne.  

Passenger is supported by the Royal Docks, London’s only 
Enterprise Zone and a joint partnership between the Mayor of 
London and Mayor of Newham.  

Part of the London Festival of Architecture  

The performance is at Beckton Park (Bus Stop X), Royal Docks 
 
From Wednesday, 26 June to Saturday, 29 June, at 2pm, 7.30pm 
& 9pm 

The show runs for about 60 minutes 

This is a ticketed show. General Admission is £15 with Concessions 
at £12.  Booking fees apply. Tickets must be booked in advance at 
festival.org/passenger  

Age 12+, Wheelchair accessible, BSL interpreters, assistance dogs 
welcome 
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Kick back & relax (no effort or participation required) 

 
Access 

Audience members with access requirements can have a free 
ticket for a personal assistant or carer. 
The show takes place on a moving bus, and there will be a 
wheelchair space available on the bus for each show. Please 
contact elizabeth@festival.org for more information or to book 
your accessible tickets.  

 
Getting Here 

Passenger takes place on a moving bus. Meet at Beckton Park Bus 
Stop X, London, E6 5NE, where the show starts and finishes.  

We highly encourage audience members to use public 
transportation to Beckton Park Bus Stop X, which 
is immediately outside Beckton Park DLR station and fully 
accessible. Look out for a GDIF volunteer, who will be directing 
audience members from the DLR to the bus stop. Visit 
tfl.gov.uk/plan-a-journey/ to plan your journey.  

 
Dancing City 

Canary Wharf, Tower Hamlets E14 
 

This year, London’s annual outdoor dance event showcases 
surprising and thought-provoking performances across the 
piazzas, waterfronts and public spaces of Canary Wharf. 
Experience a sophisticated fusion of dance and oscillating objects, 
a powerful parkour production revealing experiences of modern-
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day slavery and a series of performances which imagine the last 
nine minutes of life.  

Dancing City is supported by Canary Wharf Arts + Events, Arts 
Council England and Without Walls.  

Performances are on Saturday, 29 June from 1pm to 5pm 
 
Admission is free 

All Ages, Wheelchair accessible, Assisted route, Assistance dogs 
welcome 

Performances around Canary Wharf feature: 

 
Leviathan 
James Wilton Dance 
 
This exhilarating performance conjures up the vision and charisma 
of Ahab, a ship’s captain, hell-bent on revenge against Moby Dick, 
a creature as vast and dangerous as the sea itself. Combining 
athletic dance, martial arts, capoeira and partner-work, this 
contemporary retelling of Herman Melville’s classic novel (the 
second production inspired by this famous story at this year’s 
Festival) is presented against the dramatic backdrop of the 
Thames.  
 
Performances are at Canary Riverside, at 1pm & 4.30pm   

The show runs for about 25 minutes 

Kick back & relax (no effort or participation required); Speech free 
 
OSCiLATE 
Old Kent Road 
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Disentangling human relationships and misunderstandings, this 
innovative contemporary tap performance integrates movement 
and sound on a journey of connections and near misses. Whilst 
playing homage to the roots of tap, OSCiLLATE provides a very 
21st-century perspective on moments of urban isolation and 
togetherness.  

Performances at Jubilee Place, at 1pm & 4.15pm   

The show runs for about 45 minutes  

Kick back & relax (no effort or participation required); Speech free 
 
9 Minutes 
Edge Dance Company and National Centre for Circus Arts 

Jorge Crecis’ work is renowned for merging athleticism with the 
compelling visuals of an art installation. In these three pieces, he 
movingly explores what it is to be alive, encompassing the 
extremes of joy and despair. Fusing contemporary dance, spoken 
word, circus and music, each short performance imagines the last 
nine minutes of life, in ways which are in turn celebratory, 
thought-provoking and nostalgic.  

With thanks to The Place.  

Performances are at Jubilee Plaza, at 2pm & 3.30pm   

The performance runs for about 30 minutes  

Kick back & relax (no effort or participation required); Speech free 
 
PULSE! 
Joss Arnott Dance 

Fusing movement and music in a production created around a 
uniquely engineered, 3.5m high percussion wheel, this visceral 
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production integrates rhythmic intensity and ‘heart in the mouth’ 
choreography.  

PULSE! is supported by Without Walls and is commissioned by 
Stockton International Riverside Festival, Greenwich + Docklands 
International Festival (with funding from the Leche Trust), 
Salisbury International Arts Festival, Pavilion Dance South West, 
DanceEast and Déda.  

Performances are at Upper Riverside, at 1.30pm & 3.30pm  

The performances run for about 30 minutes  

Audio described 
Kick back & relax (no effort or participation required); Speech free 
 
A Night’s Game 
Alleyne Dance 

Twin sisters Kristina and Sadé Alleyne are breaking new ground in 
dance by bringing together their diverse background of 
athleticism and contemporary dance in their piece, A Night’s 
Game. Dynamic yet lyrical, the work is a striking fusion of Afro-
Caribbean, hip hop, Indian classical dance, Latin and circus, 
resulting in truly exciting choreography. In this extract, the sisters 
will deliver a powerhouse performance that is unique to Alleyne 
Dance.  

Performances are at Jubilee Place, at 2.15pm & 3.30pm   

The show runs for about 15 minutes  

Kick back & relax (no effort or participation required); Speech free 
 
Oscyl Variation 
Viadanse 
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This UK première from French choreographers Eric Lamoureaux 
and Hela Fattoumi creates a landscape populated by humans and 
inanimate objects. As the objects, the ‘oscyls’, wait, it is only the 
dancers who can bring them to life, in a performance which 
evolves into a seamlessly integrated world of possibility.  

Performances are at Jubilee Place, at 1pm & 4.15pm   

The performance runs for about 45 minutes  

Kick back & relax (no effort or participation required); Speech free 
 
 
On Edge 
Justice in Motion 

Told with breath-taking energy and fast-paced choreography on a 
vertiginous, specially designed ‘construction site’, this parkour and 
dance theatre production investigates modern day slavery. Expect 
astonishing, adrenaline-fuelled, gravity-defying moves from an 
international cast in this powerful exploration of what it is to be 
free.  

Part of the London Festival of Architecture and Fly the Flag.  

On Edge is supported by Without Walls and commissioned by 
Brighton Festival and Out There International Festival of Circus 
and Street Arts.  

The performance is at Columbus Courtyard, starting at 3pm, 

It runs for about 50 minutes  

A large print handout about the show available  

Kick back & relax (no effort or participation required); Speech free 
 
The Tide 
Talawa and Jade Hackett Dance 
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Unknown land, new arrivals, boarded doors and a suitcase full of 
hopes, dreams and aspirations. Co-created by writer Ryan Calais 
Cameron and choreographer Jade Hackett, The Tide explores the 
narratives and experiences of migration within the United 
Kingdom whilst holding a mirror to an evolving British culture.  

Part of the London Festival of Architecture and Fly the Flag.  

The Tide is supported by Without Walls and commissioned by 
Brighton Festival and Greenwich + Docklands International 
Festival. Talawa is a National Portfolio Organisation supported by 
Arts Council England.  

Performances are at Wren Landing, at 2.15pm & 4.30pm, and run 
for about 30 minutes  

The 2.15 show is BSL interpreted 
Kick back & relax (no effort or participation required)  
 
Access 

There is step-free access across Canary Wharf. There will be 
viewing areas with some seating at each performance location.  

Get the most out of your day at Dancing City by following one of 
our outdoor routes: 
JUBILEE JOURNEY 
1pm  OSCYL Variation 
2pm    9 Minutes 
3pm    On Edge 
4.30pm  Leviathan 

 
Riverside Journey 

1pm   Leviathan 

1.30pm  Pulse! 
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2.15pm  The Tide 

3pm   On Edge 

4.15pm  Oscyl Variation 

The Riverside Journey is an assisted route. To join, meet outside 
Canary Wharf Station at Jubilee Plaza at 12.45pm, or join us along 
the way; it’s not necessary to book in advance.  

Getting Here 

You can reach Dancing City via the Jubilee Line, DLR, buses D3, D7, 
D8, 135, 277 or the river bus to Canary Wharf pier. If coming by 
car, there is plenty of paid public and Blue Badge parking at 
Canary Wharf. Visit tfl.gov.uk/plan-a-journey/ 
to plan your journey.  

 
MO and the Red Ribbon  

Compagnie L’Homme Debout 
 
A UK Première.  Meet MO, a giant child puppet, who wakes up in 
Bow to find he has been separated from his family. With a red 
ribbon as a guide, help MO on his journey in this promenade 
production which explores the experience of migration from a 
child’s perspective, offering an ultimately optimistic look at the 
world we inhabit and those we share it with.  
 
Photography Project 

To complement the production, young local residents have taken 
part in a series of photography workshops – supported by Action 
for Bow, GDIF, Spotlight and Eye4Change – exploring themes of 
migration and belonging using the diverse neighbourhoods of Bow 
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as their visual canvas. An exhibition will be on display at Idea Store 
Bow, 17 June – 9 July 2019.  

 

MO and the Red Ribbon is supported by Tower Hamlets and 
Action for Bow.  

Part of the London Festival of Architecture and Fly the Flag.  

The performance takes place on Roman Road, Tower Hamlets E3 
5QN, 
On Saturday 29 June, at 9.30pm 
 
It runs for about 75 minutes 
 
Admission is free 
 
All ages, Wheelchair accessible, Assisted route, Assistance dogs 
welcome 
 
Family friendly; Make some noise; Speech free 
 
Access 
This is a promenade performance with at least thirty minutes of 
walking, which starts at Lefevre Park and ends at Wennington 
Green. GDIF staff will be leading a step-free assisted journey for 
the performance. To join, meet at the Roman Road entrance of 
Lefevre Park at 9:15pm for a prompt 9:30pm start. If preferred, 
audience members are welcome to go directly to the finale site at 
Wennington Green. The finale will last approximately 30 minutes 
and there will be some seating available 
in the viewing area for access users. Please contact 
elizabeth@festival.org for more information.  
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Getting Here 

The nearest tube stations are Mile End, Bow Road and Bow 
Church DLR. Buses D6, 8, 339, 425 and 277 all stop close by, but 
diversions will be in place so check the route before you travel. 
Bicycle docking stations can be found directly off Roman Road on 
Hewison Street and Ford Road. Parking is limited so we 
recommend you travel by public transport if possible. Visit 
tfl.gov.uk/plan-a-journey/ to plan your journey.  

 
 
Les Voyages 
Compagnie XY 
 
A UK Première.  This ‘one of a kind’ occasion thoughtfully 
reinvents the idea of the circus coming to town. Over several days 
the people of The Moorings will welcome the acclaimed French 
circus company, Compagnie XY, to Thamesmead, sharing their 
stories and inviting this extraordinary group of acrobats into their 
community. Then for one very special afternoon GDIF audiences 
are invited to be part of this uplifting process, which combines 
elements of a flashmob and a street party, offering a chance to 
get up close as the magic of circus meets the hopes and dreams of 
a community.  

Les Voyages is supported by Peabody, the Royal Borough of 
Greenwich and Royal Greenwich Festivals.  

Part of the London Festival of Architecture and Fly the Flag.  

Meet at the Hawksmoor Youth Club, The Moorings, Thamesmead 
SE28 8AS, on Sunday 30 June at 2pm 
It runs for about 60 minutes 
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Admission is free 
 
All ages, Wheelchair accessible, Assistance dogs welcome 
 
Family friendly; Participate (if you want to get stuck in and take 
part); Speech free   
 
Access 

The performance site is step-free, and an accessible toilet will be 
available on site. The performance includes a step-free 
promenade element. Seats will be available for access users. 
There is some on-street parking within the estate, under general 
Greenwich parking rules. Contact elizabeth@festival.org for more 
information.  

Getting Here 
Meet at the muster point at Hawksmoor Youth Club. The 472 bus 
goes direct to Hawksmoor Youth Club from Woolwich Arsenal. 
Alternatively, Abbey Wood is the closest station (c. 30 minutes 
from London Bridge and London Cannon Street). Bus routes 229 
and 244 go from Abbey Wood to The Moorings. Visit 
tfl.gov.uk/plan-a-journey/ to plan your journey. 
 
My House 
Apocalyptic Circus 

Come close and take a peek through the doors and windows of 
this pop-up circus theatre house, designed with children and 
families very much in mind. Combining playful circus including 
slack rope, hand balance and partner acrobatics, the performance 
is followed by an opportunity for budding circus stars to open the 
front door and get stuck in to some DIY tricks in this unusual town 
centre play space.  
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My House is supported by the Royal Borough of Greenwich, Royal 
Greenwich Festivals and Without Walls and commissioned by Just 
So Festival.  

Performances are at Passey Place, Off Eltham High Street 
SE9 5DA, From Thursday 4 July to Friday 5 July, at 11am, 1pm & 
3.30pm 

Each performance runs for about 35 minutes; admission is free 

All ages, Wheelchair access, Assistance dogs welcome 

Family friendly, Kick back & relax (no effort or participation 
required); Speech free 

ACCESS 

Passey Place is step-free. Due to the nature of the performance, 
there is no viewing area but please do ask a GDIF volunteer for 
assistance in finding a suitable viewing location close to the 
structure if needed. There will be chairs available for those with 
access requirements.  

GETTING HERE 

Buses 124, 126, 132, 160, 162, 233, 286 and 321 all stop close by 
and Eltham train station is c. 12 minutes’ walk away. On-road 
parking in the surrounding streets and off road at Passey Place car 
park (Sainsbury’s) is close by – charges may apply. There’s limited 
Blue Badge parking at M&S off Orangery Lane and a drop off point 
at Orangery Lane car park. The nearest accessible toilet is at 
Eltham library which is five minutes’ walk from the performance 
location. Visit tfl.gov.uk/plan-a-journey/ to plan your journey. 
 

Closing Ceremony 
 
Cristal Palace 
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Transe Express 

As a dynamic new business district takes shape at RAD London, 
our closing ceremony captures the outward looking spirit of East 
London. The Royal Docks are once again on the move and Transe 
Express celebrates this renewal by transforming RAD London into 
a glittering outdoor ballroom by means of an awe-inspiring, high 
flying chandelier. As part of the performance, Tony Adigun, Avant 
Garde Dance, and local dancers from the University of East 
London, will channel the spirit of the Royal Docks in an evening of 
celebration followed by spectacular fireworks bringing this year’s 
Festival to a euphoric conclusion.  

Cristal Palace is supported by the Royal Docks, London’s only 
Enterprise Zone and a joint partnership between the Mayor of 
London and Mayor of Newham, and RAD London.  

The performance takes place at RAD London, Royal Albert Dock, 
Royal Docks E16 2YP 
 
On Saturday 6 July at 9.30pm 

It runs for about 75 minutes 

All ages, Wheelchair accessible, Assistance dogs welcome 

Make some noise 

Access 

There is step-free access in and around the performance site, and 
there will be a viewing area for access users. We highly encourage 
audience members to use public transportation to Royal Albert 
Dock, as Beckton Park DLR station is fully accessible and 
conveniently located near to the performance site (c. five 
minutes). Look out for our GDIF volunteers, who will be directing 
audience members from station to site.  
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Getting Here 

Both Daedalum and Cristal Palace will be at the Royal Albert Dock, 
E16 2YP. The closest DLR station is Beckton Park - six minutes to 
Canning Town, 13 minutes to Stratford, 24 minutes to Bank (both 
via Canning Town). We highly encourage audience members to 
use public transportation to Royal Albert Dock, as Beckton Park 
DLR station is fully accessible and conveniently located near to the 
performance site. Look out for a GDIF volunteer, who will be 
directing audience members from station to site. Visit 
tfl.gov.uk/plan-a-journey/ to plan your journey.  

 

Thank You 

Thanks to the commitment of our funders and supporters, 
thousands of people are able to experience extraordinary free 
events, many of whom attend the arts for the first time at GDIF. 
We would like to extend our deepest thanks to all the funders, 
sponsors, venues, partners, volunteers, patrons and friends, who 
together help us to deliver London’s leading festival of free 
outdoor theatre and performing arts. We couldn’t do it without 
you!  

 
How can I support GDIF? 

We need your help to make sure we can continue bringing the 
highest quality outdoor arts to you for free. If you would like to 
support GDIF, or for information on our Patrons Programme, 
please contact Toby Smith on 020 8305 5028 or toby@festival.org. 
You can also visit justgiving.com/gdif to make a donation.  

 
GDIF is produced by FESTIVAL.ORG 
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FESTIVAL.ORG is the trading name of Greenwich+Docklands 
Festivals which is a Registered Charity No 103787. Company reg 
no 287 6062 
We are part of the Royal Greenwich Festivals 
 
 
Beyond Greenwich+Docklands 

FESTIVAL.ORG 

Producing spectacular outdoor events, including the annual 
Greenwich+Docklands International Festival, FESTIVAL.ORG sets 
out to nurture communities through free, ambitious and ground-
breaking outdoor performing arts which engage and inspire.  

As a founding member and managing partner of Global Streets, 
FESTIVAL.ORG commissions and tours international outdoor arts 
across the length and breadth of England. The organisation also 
creates and delivers large-scale ceremonies and events, most 
recently Great North Star as the closing event of the 2018 Great 
Exhibition of the North and manages international consultancy 
projects spanning programming and production.  

FESTIVAL.ORG is funded as a National Portfolio Organisation by 
Arts Council England.  

 

Global Streets 

Global Streets is a national programme inspiring local change 
through unforgettable international outdoor arts.  

Funded by Arts Council England with additional support from 
Esmée Fairbairn Foundation, Global Streets gives voice to people 
in Barking and Dagenham, Birmingham, Doncaster, Hounslow, 
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Hull, Leicester, Liverpool, Luton, Slough and Woolwich – together 
representing some of the least arts-engaged areas in the country. 
Since 2015, more than 180,000 people have experienced a variety 
of international productions, each embedded with unique and 
locally imagined opportunities for people to get involved.  

This year’s Global Streets programme will be published in June on 
festival.org/globalstreets  

 

VISIT WOOLWICH 

Woolwich Cultural Destinations is an Arts Council funded 
programme that aims to increase local residents’ engagement 
with where they live and to position Woolwich as a developing 
tourism destination with a growing visitor economy. The 
programme includes a diverse array of events, including GDIF, the 
Moon Festival, Woolwich Carnival and Woolwich Winter Warmer.  

Woolwich Cultural Destinations also supports Woolwich’s first 
ever laureate, the award-winning author, Bernardine Evaristo, 
who is currently investigating the story of Woolwich at a key 
moment of change in its history, drawing on the inspiration of the 
local people she meets.  

Woolwich Cultural Destinations is delivered by Visit Greenwich in 
partnership with the Royal Borough of Greenwich, Royal 
Greenwich Heritage Trust and Festival.org. 

 

All information is correct at the time of recording but is subject to 
change. Please check festival.org/gdif for updates.  


