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Healing	Together	at	GDIF	2021	
This year GDIF reflects on what we’ve learned as we emerge from the 
pandemic, placing the great outdoors at the heart of 16 invigora@ng days 
of free and accessible art and celebra@on. 

Following long months of lockdown, in which the outdoors has offered a 
place for solace and connec@on with nature, GDIF puts outdoor 
crea@vity centre-stage, shining a spotlight on the spectacle and 
accessibility of publicly sited art. 

Last year GDIF became the first live fes@val to take place since the March 
2020 lockdown with a scaled back, socially distanced programme, so I 
hope that this summer you’ll want to make the most of GDIF’s massive 
alfresco offer and soak up the posi@ve benefits of outdoor events and 
produc@ons, which set out to bring us all together again as we start to 
reimagine the future.  

GDIF brings together local and interna@onal perspec@ves and I’m 
therefore really delighted that over the next two years we’ll be 
developing an annual focus on Flanders, the Dutch-speaking northern 
part of Belgium, which is also one of the world’s leaders in producing 
innova@ve theatre and outdoor arts. 

A phenomenal array of local and interna@onal ar@sts and behind the 
scenes crea@ves, technicians, volunteers and partners have come 
together to create a programme, which following the recent difficult 
months, forms a much needed ‘fes@val of healing’ for us all. So why not 



join us outdoors and let GDIF 2021 revitalise you with its fantas@cally 
diverse and upliRing programme? 

Bradley Hemmings MBE 
Ar@s@c Director 

HEALTH	&	SAFETY	
As we emerge from the pandemic, reopening offers challenges for many 
of us. Recognising that Deaf and disabled people have been 
dispropor@onately affected by Covid 19, we are commiYed to puZng in 
place access and health and safety arrangements in response to the 
barriers faced by disabled people, in line with the Seven Inclusive 
Principles which the Department for Digital, Media, Culture and Sport 
endorse.  

The Fes@val has undertaken comprehensive risk assessments, and we 
will review our policies regularly in the light of the changing situa@on. 

Hand sani@ser will be available on all sites, and we recommend wearing 
face coverings in crowded areas. 

Nearly all of our events take place outdoors, and we are commiYed to 
working to ensure that everyone can feel as comfortable and safe as 
possible. 

For more informa@on, please visit fes@val.org/gdif-safety, which will be 
updated on an ongoing basis. 

YOUR	VISIT  
You can help make sure everyone has a great experience at GDIF by: 

• Children first! Allowing children to the front, and being mindful of 
sight lines at busy shows by siZng on the ground  

https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/publication/7-principles-ensure-inclusive-recovery
https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/publication/7-principles-ensure-inclusive-recovery
https://festival.org/gdif-safety/


• Respec@ng accessible viewing areas Following advice from staff 
and volunteers on site 

• Having your @ckets ready and arriving in good @me for @cketed 
shows 

• Respec@ng others’ personal space and comfort zones 

• Following us on TwiYer for live updates, including weather-related 
informa@on! We will only ever cancel if absolutely necessary, so 
remember to check the forecast and bring appropriate clothing. 

LOVE	THE	FESTIVAL?		
Please help us to keep the Fes@val free by dona@ng today. This will be 
the 26th edi@on of GDIF and over many years we know that GDIF has leR 
many audience members with spectacular memories that s@ll live on. By 
suppor@ng the Fes@val, you can help to make sure that we can con@nue 
to celebrate together in future years.  

You can support us by:      

- Celebra@ng the last 25 years of GDIF by dona@ng £25 at bit.ly/
supportGDIF   

- Tex@ng LOVEGDIF 10 to 70085 to donate £10, LOVEGDIF 5 to 
70085 to donate £5, or LOVEGDIF 2 to 70085 to donate £2 - texts 
cost the value of your dona@on plus one standard rate message 

- Dona@ng at each event - look out for our contactless dona@on 
points on site 

https://festival.org/gdif/get-involved/support-us/
https://festival.org/gdif/get-involved/support-us/


Become	a	Patron	
Our Patrons help people to aYend the arts for the first @me through an 
annual dona@on towards the work we do at GDIF. To find out more, 
please visit bit.ly/supportGDIF 

GDIF	Volunteers	
GDIF’s friendly volunteers are on hand at every event to help with 
informa@on and direc@ons. You can’t miss them in their bright pink t-
shirts! 
Ask them about river travel with Uber Boat by Thames Clippers, access 
informa@on, or show recommenda@ons! 

PHOTOGRAPHY	AND	FILMING	
We have photographers and film makers at events to capture footage to 
share online and for use in future. If you don’t want to be featured, 
please wear a ‘No Photography’ s@cker, available from our volunteers. 
Got some great snaps you want to share? Tag us @GDIFes@val and use 
#GDIF. 

TELL	US	WHAT	YOU	THINK	

We want to hear from you about your experience of the fes@val, and 
how we can make it even beYer next year. You can fill out a feedback 
form online or at the events. We’d love to hear what you think: click here 
bit.ly/GDIF2021survey 

https://festival.org/gdif/get-involved/support-us/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1jcFXtzAKVCHJrl7lFY4m89NBfHRNOY5wvpKTIdvO2kw/viewform?edit_requested=true
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1jcFXtzAKVCHJrl7lFY4m89NBfHRNOY5wvpKTIdvO2kw/viewform?edit_requested=true


TICKETING	
Family Tree, Blue Remembered Hills, and Balsam have @ckets available 
from £10-£15, with a limited number of FREE @ckets for locals. Look out 
for local marke@ng or email boxoffice@fes@val.org if you live locally to 
one of these events. We offer free companion @ckets for disabled 
audience members of these events. Future Cargo, The Interroga@on, and 
Up My Street are FREE but must be booked in advance. 

All other events are FREE for everyone. 

Tickets are available on our Eventbrite page: bit.ly/GDIFBoxOffice  
Via our website: fes@val.org/gdif. 

Or contact us at: boxoffice@fes@val.org 

+44 (0)7432 197 543 

Inclusion is at the heart of GDIF, from plaqorming Deaf and disabled 
ar@sts to our audience engagement and pledge to accessibility for our 
audiences.  

Access	on	site	
On site, you will be greeted by our friendly team of staff and volunteers.   

All of our sites: 

- Are relaxed 

- Are wheelchair accessible  

- Welcome Assistance Dogs 

- Have chairs available 

You can find ‘Site Access’ on each event page on our website, including:  

mailto:boxoffice@festival.org
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/greenwichdocklands-international-festival-8149946051
mailto:boxoffice@festival.org


- Viewing Area Informa@on 

- Access and quiet areas 

- Blue badge parking  

- Accessible toilets  

- Photo travel routes  

- Maps 

- Assisted routes 

Accessible changing toilets with hoist facili@es are available at Greenwich 
Fair, Dancing City and Healing Together (North).  

Accessible	shows	
GDIF works with each ar@st to develop bespoke accessibility. 

Shows with speech will have a BSL interpreted or cap@oned 
performance. Cap@ons are provided by The Difference Engine App - 
download before arriving and bring a portable charger.  

All visual art installa@ons and selected shows will have Audio Descrip@on.   

Touch, Audio, Relaxed and BSL assisted routes are available at larger 
events.  

Many shows have a Relaxed Introduc@on, so please arrive early for 
these.  

Check out fes@val.org/access for most up-to-date informa@on, our digital 
Audio Descrip@ons, Easy Reads and BSL and Audio brochures.  

Access	key:	
BSL interpreted 



Cap@oned 

Audio described 

Assisted Route 

Relaxed Introduc@on 

Easy Read Informa@on 

  

What	to	expect:		
Join in 

On the move 

Make some noise 

Great for kids 

Speech free 

Sensory spectacle 

  

Ques@ons? Contact: alex@fes@val.org , 07899 893 953 

We	Are	Watching  
Dan Acher  
Old Royal Naval College, Greenwich  
27-29 August, 11am-7pm  
30 August 11am-6pm  

Free  

Audio	Described	(digital),	Easy	Read	

mailto:alex@festival.org


Speech	Free,	On	the	Move,	Great	for	Kids,	Sensory	Spectacle	

Dan Acher’s We	Are	Watching is a striking image of a giant eye flown on 
a monumental flag, comprising of thousands of digital portraits, 
contributed by people from 190 countries across the globe. The 10-
storey high flag is designed to send a clear message to world leaders 
with the power to affect decisions about climate change: that the eyes of 
the world are upon them. We	Are	Watching will fly over Greenwich from 
27 – 30 August, ahead of the planned COP26 later this year in Glasgow. 

At 6pm on 27 August there will be a We	Are	Watching ceremony 
featuring reflec@ons, poetry, speeches and music to mark the raising of 
Dan Acher’s extraordinary flag. 

We	Are	Watching is supported by Royal Greenwich Fes@vals, Arts Council 
England and Global Streets. 

Borealis	  
Dan Acher  
Old Royal Naval College, Greenwich   
27 August - 5 September, 8.30pm-11pm  
Royal Ar@llery Barracks, Woolwich   
9-11 September, 8.30pm-11pm  
Free   

Audio	Described	(digital),	Easy	Read 

Speech	Free,	On	the	Move,	Great	for	Kids,	Sensory	Spectacle	

This spectacular immersive installa@on, inspired by the Northern Lights, 
will light up the skies over the Royal Borough of Greenwich during this 
year’s Fes@val. Time seems to slow down as eyes look up with Dan 
Acher’s second incredible installa@on at GDIF 2021. Borealis offers a 



mesmerising must-see moment of awe and wonder in two extraordinary 
loca@ons.  

Borealis is supported by Royal Greenwich Fes@vals, Arts Council England, 
and Global Streets. 

Head to Greenwich and Woolwich for the day when you aYend Borealis 
and enjoy special offers when you #ShopLocal. Look out for window 
s@ckers for offers on exhibi@ons, meals, and more, or try out our Borealis 
social media frames! Follow @GDIFes@val #BOREALIS for more.  

GDIF works in partnership with Visit Greenwich.  

Family	Tree	      
Actors Touring Company 
Young Vic 

Co-commissioned by Actors Touring Company and the Young Vic, and 
presented as a work in progress produc@on for outdoor premiere with 
FESTIVAL.ORG  
Charlton House and Gardens  
27	August,	7.30pm,	28-30	August,	2	&	7.30pm								  
£0-£15		  
Age 13+  

Friday	27	August:	BSL	Interpreted,	Cap]oned	Performance,	Audio	
Described,	Relaxed	Introduc]on	

On	the	Move	
Join	In	
MaYhew Xia, who directed 846 Live at last year’s fes@val, returns to GDIF 
with a new play by Mojisola Adebayo, inspired by the life of HenrieYa 
Lacks, an African American woman, whose cells were harvested and 



cul@vated without her consent aRer her death from cervical cancer in 
1951. The so-called HeLa cells have been vital to studying disease, 
decoding the human genome, and have even contributed to the 
development of the COVID-19 vaccines. Exploring @mely themes around 
exploita@on and ethics in healthcare, this is a powerful, site-responsive 
promenade piece. c. 80 minutes 

Includes reference to historical, non-consensual, medical experiments on 
Black women and children. Racial violence is discussed, and racist 
language and profanity is used. Younger viewers may find some scenes 
upseZng. 

Cap@ons provided by the Difference Engine App on your phones- 
download before arrival and bring a portable charger. 

Commissioned by ATC and the Young Vic, and presented for outdoor 
premiere by FESTIVAL.ORG, ATC and the Young Vic. 

 Supported by Cockayne Grants for the Arts, a donor advised fund at the 
London Community Founda@on. 

Last year, in a new ini@a@ve prompted by the pandemic, GDIF introduced 
On Your Doorstep, a programme of pop-up events which brought the 
fes@val to local neighbourhoods across the Royal Borough of Greenwich. 
This year On Your Doorstep is back with fun, family-friendly events in 
Depqord, Eltham and Thamesmead, as well as a spectacular touring 
installa@on, which will bring a cap@va@ng flock of birds to doorsteps in 
Charlton and Plumstead. 

On Your Doorstep is supported by the Royal Borough of Greenwich, 
Royal Greenwich Fes@vals, Arts Council England, Peabody and Without 
Walls 



On	Your	Doorstep:	Dep_ord  

Twinkle Park, Depqord  

28	August,	1	&	4pm  

Free  

On Your Doorstep: Depqord is supported by the Royal Borough of 
Greenwich, Royal Greenwich Fes@vals, Arts Council England and Without 
Walls. 

The	Tide  

Talawa Theatre Company Theatre  

BSL	Interpreted	 
Make Some Noise 

Unknown land, new arrivals, boarded doors and a suitcase full of hopes, 
dreams and aspira@ons. Co-created by writer Ryan Calais Cameron and 
choreographer Jade HackeY, The Tide explores the narra@ves and 
experiences of migra@on within The United Kingdom whilst holding a 
mirror to an evolving Bri@sh culture. 30	minutes 

The	Tide is supported by Royal Borough of Greenwich, Royal Greenwich 
Fes@vals, Arts Council England, FESTIVAL.ORG, Breakin’ Conven@on and 
Without Walls. 



Do	What	Yah	Mama	Told	Yah!  

Just More Produc@ons  

	BSL	Interpreted,	Audio	Described,	Easy	Read,	Relaxed	Introduc]on	

Join	In,	Make	some	Noise,	Great	for	Kids,	Sensory	Spectacle		
Join Messy Mama T and Tiny Tidy T on a feast of food fusion and 
storytelling across geography and genera@ons, in this immersive and 
vibrant family friendly circus show. Once all the lemons have been 
juggled, the plates spun, and the flaming pans put out, it' s @me for the 
grand finale, where the clumsy assistant finally gets to taste the food! 25	
minutes 

Do What Your Mama Told Yah! 2021 Tour is supported by Without Walls 
and commissioned by Stockton Interna@onal Riverside Fes@val and Just 
So Fes@val. 

BSL-	Greenwich	Fair,	6.40pm 

Prospero		
Teatro Stalker  

Join	In,	Great	for	Kids,	Speech	Free  
 Prospero puts community and collabora@on centre-stage in a magical 
interac@ve playground. Dive in and the artwork becomes an expression 
of what connects us, as you play your part in assembling an evolving 
large-scale sculpture, accompanied by live music.	40	minutes 



Prospero	is supported by Castello di Rivoli Contemporary Art Museum – 
Educa@on Department Support: Ministry of Culture, Piedmont Region, 
Turin City Council and 23Milhas. 

On	Your	Doorstep:	Eltham  
Well Hall Pleasaunce, Eltham   

28 August,	2	&	5pm  
Free  

On	Your	Doorstep:	Eltham	is supported by the Royal Borough of 
Greenwich, Royal Greenwich Fes@vals, Arts Council England and Without 
Walls. 

 
Somente	 
Teatro Só 

Speech	Free,	Great	for	Kids   
In this moving s@lt theatre piece, a giant bench provides the poe@c 
seZng for a performance exploring loneliness in old age. Bringing social 
isola@on and ageing into larger-than-life focus, this universal story 
resonates with recent memories of lockdown. Following the 
performance, audience members are invited to explore the bench and 
experience the world from a different perspec@ve. 25	minutes 

 
The	Invisible	Man	 
Altered States  

Audio	Described,	BSL	interpreted	



Join	In,	Great	for	Kids,	On	the	Move	
Come face to face with the man who isn’t there - or is he? Join the 
mysterious doctor as he stewards a scien@fic marvel, in this interac@ve 
walkabout performance. Journey with them and learn how their 
experiments have gone wrong, and what powers they have unleashed – 

will you see more or less than you’ve bargained for? 30	minutes	

BSL-	Greenwich	Fair,	5.30pm	

The	Invisible	Man is supported by Without Walls and commissioned by 
Salisbury interna@onal Arts fes@val, part of Wiltshire Crea@ve and 
Stockton Interna@onal Riverside Fes@val. 

The	Rascally	Diner  

LAStheatre  

Audio	Described,	BSL	interpreted,	Easy	Read,	Relaxed	Introduc]on	

Join	In,	Great	for	Kids,	Make	some	Noise	

Everybody clap your pans – it’s @me for The	Rascally	Diner! Cook up a 
s@nk as part of Rufus Skumskins O’Parsleys’ kitchen crew or bring a pot 
to bang and ward off evil cakes in this fun-filled, messy performance that 
gently explores food and healthy ea@ng in a silly, song-filled, riotous 
performance for everyone aged 5+. 50	minutes 

BSL interpeted at, 1pm  

The	Rascally	Diner is inspired by The	Rascally	Cake by Jeanne Wilis and 
Korky Paul. This produc@on is supported by Without Walls and 



commissioned by Just So Fes@val. Created with support from Arts 
Council England and artsdepot. 

On	Your	Doorstep:	Thamesmead	  
Claridge Way, The Moorings, Thamesmead  

30	August,	1-5.30pm  
Free  

Arrive at 3.15pm for a BSL Tour 

On Your Doorstep: Thamesmead is supported by the Royal Borough of 
Greenwich, Royal Greenwich Fes@vals, Arts Council England, Peabody 
and Without Walls. 

 

Doubles 	

Joe GarbeY Dance  

Join	In,	Great	for	Kids	
Permanent table tennis tables become the seZng for this collision of 
dance and ping pong. Watch as the two compe@tors spin, slide and 
swerve their way through this playful pop-up performance then grab a 
bat and join in! 20 minutes 

Doubles	is supported by The Place, Applause Rural Touring, Table Tennis 
England, Arts Council England, Sports England, FESTIVAL.ORG, Redbridge 
Drama Centre and Studio Wayne McGregor. 



Good Youtes Walk  
Far From the Norm 
 
Easy	Read 

Speech	Free 

This op@mis@c new dance theatre performance from one of Britain’s 
leading hip hop companies explores how young people are reclaiming 
their future by building unity and empathy that transcends race, class, 
gender and geography. Featuring tour de force performances on a boldly 
designed set, this dynamic new produc@on is an energising call for 

change. 35	minutes 
 
Good	Youtes	Walk is Commissioned by FESTIVAL.ORG and Without Walls, 
produced by Far From The Norm and supported by Arts Council England.  

League	and	Legend		
15feet6  

 
BSL	Interpreted 
Join	In,	Great	for	Kids,	Make	Some	Noise  
Armed with pole vaults and tape, this virtuosic company take friendly 
compe@@on to new levels in this fun-filled collision between sports and 
circus. Bea@ng every record on their way to the top with breathtaking 
circus skills and visual comedy, Greenwich Fair is delighted to welcome 
back this excep@onal company from Flanders, last seen here in 2015. 40	
minutes 
BSL- Greenwich Fair, 7.45pm & Thamesmead, 3.25pm 

League	and	Legend is supported by Flanders House – the Diploma@c 
Representa@on of Flanders to the UK, MiramirO, Circuscentrum, 
Circusplaneet, Theater op de Markt and Cirk! Aalst. 



Focus on Flanders 

Steli	 
Stalker Teatro  

Join	In,	Great	for	Kids,	Speech	Free  
Everyone is invited to play their part in crea@ng a huge structure from 
wooden rainbow-coloured s@cks. Once the hard work is done, you can 
explore your crea@on by walking under, around and through it! A bridge 
between contemporary art and performance, Steli is a stunning, 

interac@ve and colourful event for the whole family. 40	minutes 

Steli	is supported by Ministry of Culture, Piedmont Region, Turin City 
Council In collabora@on with: Castello di Rivoli - Contemporary Art 
Museum. 

Do	What	Yah	Mama	Told	Yah!	 
Just More Produc@ons	  

 
Strong	Enough  
Strong Lady Produc@ons	

BSL	Interpreted,	Easy	Read,	Relaxed	Introduc]on  
Great	for	Kids		  
This op@mis@c and @mely street arts show draws on circus, comedy and 
physical feats to celebrate stories of finding strength in unexpected 
places. Underscored with stories from real people about @mes when 



they had to find inner strength, this new show is in turns surprising, 

moving, funny and full of hope... 35	minutes		

BSL-	Greenwich	Fair,	2.55pm		

Strong	Enough is commissioned by Without Walls, Hat Fair and Just So 
Fes@val. 

 
The	Lips  
Puppets with Guts 
 
BSL	Interpreted,	Relaxed 
Join	In,	Great	for	Kids,	Make	Some	Noise,	Sensory	Spectacle  
The	Lips are a chorus of delighqully deviant divas whose mouths have 
broken free from their bodies! By day, offering a laugh out loud, street 

arts show and by night, a luminous singalong spectacular, The	Lips 
reanimate our favourite songs, celebrate our shared love of disco classics 
and uphold our freedom to speak out through pop puppetry and lip sync 
performance. 20 minutes 

BSL- Greenwich Fair, 8.30pm & Thamesmead, 5.10pm  

The	Lips is supported by Arts Council England 

Mystery	Bird  
Quays Culture  
Roaming – Plumstead and Charlton   
1 & 2 September, 8.30-10.30pm  
Free  

 
	Audio	Described 

Speech Free, Great for Kids, On the Move, Sensory Spectacle  
Inspired by our increased awareness of nature, wildlife and birdsong 



during the long months of lockdown, this travelling installa@on in the 
form a giant bird cage will roam the streets at dusk with a soundscape by 
Jason Singh and video projec@ons of birds, which will then be 
symbolically released to fly across the buildings, trees and landscapes of 
Charlton and Plumstead.  

Mystery	Bird is supported by GMCA, Arts Council England, Royal 
Greenwich Fes@vals, Salford City Council and The Lowry. 

Dance	by	Design:	Greenwich	Peninsula  
The Tide, Greenwich Peninsula  
28 & 29 August, 1 & 6pm  
Free  

Arrive at 5pm for Touch Tour and Audio Descrip@on. To book, contact 
alex@fes@val.org. 

Dance	by	Design:	Greenwich	Peninsula is supported by Greenwich 
Peninsula, the Royal Borough of Greenwich, Royal Greenwich Fes@vals, 
Arts Council England and Without Walls. 

 
The	Lost	Opera	 
Ashley Peevor and Nikki Watson 

Audio	Described,	Easy	Read,	Relaxed	Introduc]on 
Join	In,	On	the	Move,	Make	Some	Noise,	Speech	Free,	Sensory	
Spectacle	
Ahead of the launch of Greenwich Peninsula’s eagerly an@cipated new 
Design District, this visually and aurally stunning promenade 

mailto:alex@festival.org


performance, brings together dance, technology, costume, and music. 
Join three strikingly costumed figures with in-built sound as they take 
over the public spaces through which they move and invite you to 

become part of the chorus by using your phone. 25	minutes 

The	Lost	Opera is commissioned by Timber Fes@val with support from 
Without Walls and Arts Council England 

Audio described at 6pm 

Dandyism		
Patrick Ziza Dance  

Audio	Described,	Relaxed	Introduc]on	

Great	for	Kids,	Make	Some	Noise 

Famed for their reinven@on of fashion, to create a style uniquely their 
own, the ‘Sapeurs’ of Brazzaville and Kinshasa provide the inspira@on for 
this dance celebra@on of African style and cool. Speaking of 

empowerment, iden@ty and resilience, Dandyism is a @mely, flamboyant 

and defiantly joyous work from Patrick Ziza Dance. 20	minutes 

AD-	6.30pm	

Dandyism	is supported by Dance City, Arts Council England and The 
Na@onal LoYery.  
Finale  

Delreves  

Audio Described,	



Speech free 

Ravensbourne	University	–	view	from	The	Tide 
Classical ballet encounters contemporary architecture in this spectacular 
performance framed by The Tide, London’s new elevated riverside linear 
park and the stunning façade of Ravensbourne University. Well known 
pas de deux are given a totally unique aerial interpreta@on with extracts 

from, amongst others, Swan	Lake and The	Nutcracker, woven into a tour 
de force reinven@on of Tchaikovsky classics by this virtuosic Catalan 
company.	18	minutes	

AD-	7pm	
																																																																			

Greenwich	Fair  
CuYy Sark Gardens and Old Royal Naval College, Greenwich 

29	August,	1-9pm  
Free  

GDIF’s much loved annual ‘fes@val within a fes@val’ is back! Family-
friendly Street arts, theatre, circus, installa@ons and play will take over 
the grounds of the Old Royal Naval College and CuYy Sark Gardens on 
August Bank Holiday Sunday. 

GDIF's Greenwich Fair is inspired by the historic Fair at Greenwich, which 
was hugely popular up un@l 1852. Charles Dickens described how the 
Fair brought travelling shows and general mayhem and frivolity to 
Greenwich, with people from all walks of life flocking in to share a dose 
of escapism and entertainment.  

Meet at the Access Area at 12:30pm for the BSL tour. 



Greenwich	Fair is supported by Royal Greenwich Fes@vals, the General 
Representa@on of the Flemish Government, Arts Council England and 
Without Walls. 

 
		

Automata	Carrousel  

Geert Hautekiet  

King Charles Lawn 

Every 10 mins 

Audio	Described 
Speech	Free,	Join	In,	Great	for	Kids	
Step inside and marvel as this intricate rota@ng carousel evokes 
memories of the fairgrounds of the past. Beau@fully carved by Flemish 
ar@st Geert Hautekiet from pear and lime wood, audiences can interact 
by opera@ng levers to set in mo@on a series of mechanical stories. A 
magical toyshop of the imagina@on fusing engineering with poetry and 
sure to awaken the child in everyone. 10	minutes 

 
Automata	Carrousel	is a produc@on of Geert Hautekiet Produc@es 
Comm. V., in co-produc@on with 'Les Machines de l'île and Boulevard 
Fes@val. Supported by Zomer van Antwerpen, Dieuwke Schuijtemaker 
and the Diploma@c Representa@on of Flanders in the UK 

Big	Gay	Disco	Bike		
FaY Projects 

Roaming – Old Royal Naval College 



4 & 6pm 

Audio	Described,	Relaxed	Introduc]on,	BSL	Interpreted	  
Join	In,	Make	Some	Noise,	On	the	Move	

BSL-	4pm	
Big	Gay	Disco	Bike is exactly what it sounds like, a feel-good pop-up big 
gay disco performed on a bike. Join cabaret superstar, vocal powerhouse, 
and overwhelmingly modest (and not at all delusional) drag icon in the 
making, FaY Butcher on a golden disco bike as we bring the D-I-S-C-O to 
the grounds of the Old Royal Naval College. 60 minutes 
The R&D for Big	Gay	Disco	Bike is supported by Blueprint: Without Walls 
R&D Investment Fund. 
 

Up	My	Street	  
The Cultural Assembly  
Walkabout - Old Royal Naval College 
FREE but @cketed – book online 

 1:30, 3:15, 4:45 & 6:30pm 

12+  

	Relaxed	Introduc]on  
Join	In,	On	the	Move  
Take an augmented reality performing and visual arts trail through 
Greenwich as virtual dancers and animated art transform familiar 
seZngs. Audiences will experience the performance through 
headphones and a handset, as GPS markers along the journey trigger the 

opening of portals to take you on an urban art adventure. 45	minutes 

Up	My	Street	is supported by Without Walls and co-commissioned by 
Brighton Fes@val.  



The	Interroga]on  
Access All Areas Theatre 

Walkabout – Old Royal Naval College 

FREE but @cketed – book online 

1, 2, 4 & 5pm 

12+ 

Cap]oned,	Audio	Described,	Easy	Read,	Relaxed	Introduc]on 

Join	In,	On	the	Move  
Charlene has done something terrible. 

Lots of people saw her, and they’re not happy. 

Using new mobile app-technology, Access All Areas will take you on a 
walk through the streets of Greenwich to discover what Charlene did, 
and to find out what you can do about it. Bring your smartphone, and 
your wits, as you follow the story of a shocking local crime. 60 minutes 

Do	What	Yah	Mama	Told	Yah!	 
Just More Produc@ons	  
CuYy Sark Gardens 

2.45 & 6.40pm 

 
The	Tide  
Talawa Theatre Company Theatre  
CuYy Sark Gardens  



1 & 7.10pm  

Somente	  
Teatro SÓ  
King Charles Lawns, Old Royal Naval College 

3.30 & 6.30pm 

 

The	Invisible	Man  
Altered States  
Roaming – CuYy Sark Gardens 

3.45 & 5.30pm  

 
The	Rascally	Diner  
LAStheatre 
King Charles Lawns, Old Royal Naval College 

1 & 4pm  
 

Good	Youtes	Walk		
Far From the Norm 

Monument Gardens, Old Royal Naval College  
2.55 & 5.55pm 

 

League	and	Legend		



15 feet 6  
CuYy Sark Gardens  
1.45 & 7.45pm  

Strong	Enough		

Strong Lady Produc@ons	  
King Charles Lawns, Old Royal Naval College 

2.55 & 5.55pm 

 
The	Lips  
Puppets with Guts  
CuYy Sark Gardens  
3.15, 5.15 & 8.30pm  

Encounters		
Teatro Stalker  

Monument Gardens, Old Royal Naval College 

1.20 & 4.20pm 

 
Join	In,	Great	for	Kids	
The benefits of play on mental health and well-being are widely 
recognised, and in the second of three performance installa@ons from 
this Italian company, you have the chance of flexing your play muscles as 
you collaborate with others in crea@ng a series of beau@ful and 
unexpected images from the simplest of props. 40	minutes 



Encounters	is supported by Ministry of Culture, Piedmont Region, Turin 
City Council In collabora@on with: Castello di Rivoli - Contemporary Art 
Museum. 

What	Happened	to	You  
BSL	Interpreted,	Audio	Described,	Easy	Read,	Relaxed	Introduc]on 
Join	In,	Great	for	Kids,	Make	Some	Noise 

Monument Gardens, Old Royal Naval College  
2.10 & 5.10pm  

This new show for families and young audiences follows the story of 
three raggedy puppets, who like their puppeteers, are just trying to get 
through the day. Ahead of them lies a mountain of challenges as they are 
forced to find crea@ve ways to overcome their impassable surroundings. 
Challenging tradi@onal puppetry, Nikki Charlesworth has created three 
award-winning puppets that embody her own disability and walk as she 
walks. 

40 minutes 

What	Happened	to	You? Is supported by Without Walls 

Public	transport:	  
Greenwich Pier, served by Uber Boat by Thames Clippers  
CuYy Sark DLR, Greenwich and Maze Hill rail sta@ons  
Bus routes 129, 177, 180, 188, 199 & 386 
Parking in Greenwich is limited – Blue Badge and pay-and-display 
available at Park Row and Burney Street 

Check ql.gov.uk for planned works and to plan your journey  



Access	

All performance loca@ons have level access and viewing areas with 
sea@ng.  

Our new Access Area will support you to choose events, use our Easy 
Read informa@on, listen to digital Audio Descrip@ons and offer a relaxed, 
quiet area between shows. Meet here at 12.30pm for our BSL tour.  

The Mobiloo will be on site- the mobile toilet with hoist and changing 
table. Please bring your own sling if you wish to use the hoist. Visit 
www.mobiloo.org.uk for more informa@on.  

Black	Victorians	 
Jeanefer Jean-Charles   
Guildhall Yard, City of London   
31 August – 2 September, 1pm & 6pm  
 
St George’s Garrison Church, Woolwich 
10-11 September, 2pm & 6pm  
Digital Audio Descrip@on available for all shows.  

BSL Tuesday 31 August, 6pm 

BSL	Interpreted,	Audio	Described 
This powerful and moving dance performance by Ar@s@c Director and 
Choreographer Jeanefer Jean-Charles is inspired by nineteenth century 
studio photographs of black men, women and children. Exploring a 
complex, but oRen forgoYen black presence in pre-Windrush Britain, this 
performance calls aYen@on to previously hidden figures and challenges 
historical and contemporary percep@ons.    
Presented in the resonant loca@on of the Guildhall Yard, against the 

backdrop of London’s historic Guildhall, performances of Black	

https://www.mobiloo.org.uk/
https://www.mobiloo.org.uk/


Victorians will be accompanied by an outdoor exhibi@on of some of the 
original photographs and presented as part of the City of London’s 

Outdoor Arts programme, A	Thing	of	Beauty. 40 mins 

Originally previewed at GDIF 2020, this full produc@on of Black	
Victorians	will return to St George’s Garrison Church in Woolwich on 10 
and 11 September. 

Black	Victorians	is produced and co-commissioned by FESTIVAL.ORG, 
Brighton Fes@val, Haqair and Without Walls and is currently touring 
across the UK. 

Future	Cargo	  
Requardt & Rosenberg, presented by The Place  
Royal Docks - meet at Pontoon Dock 
3 & 4 September, 8pm  
FREE but @cketed  

12+ 

 
Book online at bit.ly/GDIFBoxOffice 

Cap]oned,	Audio	Described,	Easy	Read 
Sensory	Spectacle 

Cap]oned-	4	September	

A truck arrives in Silvertown from an unknown loca@on loaded with a 
mystery shipment. As the sides roll up, a strange and unstoppable 
process is set into mo@on. This contemporary sci-fi dance show reveals a 
world where the normal rules don’t apply. Created in the Royal Docks by 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/greenwichdocklands-international-festival-8149946051


the makers of Motor	Show, (GDIF 2012) this extraordinary new outdoor 
produc@on, takes audiences into a surreal visual and aural experience 
enhanced with 360 sound on personal headsets. 50	minutes 

QR	code	

Cap@ons provided by the Difference Engine App on your phones- 
download before arrival and bring a portable charger. 

Future	Cargo is produced by The Place, supported by Without Walls and 
commissioned by Norfolk & Norwich Fes@val, Stockton Interna@onal 
Riverside Fes@val, Freedom Fes@val Arts Trust and Out There 
Interna@onal Fes@val of Circus & Street Arts.  
Future	Cargo is co-commissioned by The Place, FESTIVAL.ORG and 
DanceEast via Stomping Ground, Southampton City Council as part of 
Mayflower 400, Pavillion Dance South West. Crea@on supported by 101 
Crea@on Space and The Royal Docks Team. Supported with public 
funding from the Na@onal LoYery through Arts Council England. 

Dancing	City  

Canary Wharf  
4 & 5 September, 1-5.30pm  

Free  

London’s much-loved annual outdoor dance fes@val returns with an 
extended two-day programme, showcasing cap@va@ng performances 
across the extraordinary piazzas, parks and waterfronts of Canary Wharf. 

Dancing	City	offers a surprising and uniquely European alfresco 



experience right here in London. Amongst many delights this year there’s 
daring dance circus on a forest of poles, a spectacular fusion of water 
and dance, acroba@c ingenuity on an airmat and juggling virtuosity 
based on the choreographies of Merce Cunningham. 

Dancing	City is supported by Canary Wharf Arts+Events, Arts Council 
England and Without Walls. 

A	Graceful	Act	of	Stupidity  

Candoco Dance Company 

Wren Landing, 3 & 5.15pm	
 
	BSL	Interpreted,	Audio	Described,	Easy	Read,	Relaxed	Introduc]on,	
Assisted	Route	
Join our two flight aYendants as they take you on a journey that slips 
seamlessly between the everyday and the poe@c. Brace yourself for a 
playful, yet poignant flight in this beau@ful duet for Candoco Dance 
Company from New Art Club’s Tom Roden. Danced with charm and 
cheek, the two performers interweave full-bodied dancing with spoken 
word, gesture and Bri@sh Sign Language. 16	minutes 

A	Graceful	Act	of	Stupidity	is	supported	by	Bri@sh Council, Arts Council 
England and Esmée Fairbairn Founda@on. 

Bonded		
Alleyne Dance 

Wesqerry Circus, 2.30 & 5pm	



 
Easy	Read,	Assisted	Route	

Speech	Free,	Sensory	Spectacle	
This beau@ful performance on a strikingly designed transparent stage is 
created and performed by twin sisters, Kris@na and Sade Alleyne, who 
explore dependency, par@cularly that of siblings, and how @me can 
change and challenge rela@onships. This exquisite produc@on will be 
presented in the round in the green and calming oasis of Wesqerry 
Circus.30 minutes 

Bonded	is supported by Without Walls and commissioned by Norfolk & 
Norwich Fes@val and Salisbury Interna@onal Arts Fes@val, part of 
Wiltshire Crea@ve. 

Born	to	Protest		
Joseph Toonga/Just Us Dance 

Columbus Courtyard, 1 & 3.30pm	

BSL	Interpreted,	Assisted	Route	
Make Some Noise 

Age 12+ 

BSL- 1pm  
This @mely produc@on dismantles presump@ons about black male and 
female figures based on in@mida@on, danger and isola@on, revealing 
instead character traits around fragility, vulnerability and a constant 
baYle to prove oneself. A cast of seven delivers this important message 
with an energising soundscape featuring Hip Hop beats and voice over. 
 35	minutes 



Born	to	Protest	is commissioned by FESTIVAL.ORG, The Place, 
DanceXchange and DanceEast through Stomping Ground and supported 
by Just Us Dance Theatre and Arts Council England.  

 
Get	Lost	 
Joe GarbeY Dance 

Wren Landing, 1.45 & 4.15pm	

BSL	Interpreted,	Assisted	Route  
Join	In	

BSL-	4.15pm		
Hold @ght, a storm is brewing from the north…actually the south…wait 
where are we? Follow your nose into a wriggly giggly world where tents 
can dance and massive maps swamp the land. Help the two happy hikers 
on their way as they celebrate, support and solve their way through this 
wholesome high energy dance adventure. 30	minutes 

Get	Lost is co-commissioned by Applause, The Marlowe and 
FESTIVAL.ORG, with support of SELEP Ltd as a part of Catalyst For 
Culture. 

 
Gravitas 
Ofir YuDilevitch  
Jubilee Plaza, 1 & 5pm	

Assisted	Route	
Speech	Free,	Great	for	Kids	



This highly playful performance combines dance and acroba@cs and 
explores the joy in simply leZng gravity take charge. As two acrobats 
bounce and roll on an outdoor air mat, they realise that no maYer how 
complex their acroba@c feats, ul@mately, gravity is the driving force that 

they can either surrender to it or push against. 30	minutes 

Gravitas	is co-produced by Hazira and Bat Yam Interna@onal Street 
Fes@val, The Choreographers' Associa@on and Israeli Ministry of Culture 
and Sports and supported by the Israel Embassy in London  
 
Lance	Moi	En	L’Air	  
Joli Vyann  

Jubilee Mall, 1.15 & 3.45pm	
 
Assisted	Route	
Speech	Free  
This acroba@c dance duet explores the sensi@vity and connec@on 
between two people which brings about compa@ble contradic@ons: can 
we be strong whilst relaxed? heavy whilst light? grounded whilst flying? 
or submissive whilst in control? Humanity emerges and ul@mately 
acroba@c prowess speaks between bodies joined together. 25	minutes 

Lance	Moi	En	L’Air is commissioned by Without Walls, Out There 
Interna@onal Fes@val of Circus & Street Arts and Winchester Hat Fair. Co-
commissioned by Bournemouth Arts by the Sea Fes@val and Bristol 
Harbour Fes@val. 

Life		
Gandini Juggling  



CubiY Steps, 1.45 & 3.45pm  

	Assisted	Route	
This love leYer to the legendary Merce Cunningham imagines the 
possibility that one of the greatest figures in 20th century contemporary 
dance might have choreographed juggling.  Featuring music by Pulitzer 
Prize-winning singer Caroline Shaw and five jugglers/dancers, this is a 
thrilling chance to preview a major new work due to tour throughout 
2022. 20 minutes 

LIFE	is co-produced by London Interna@onal Mime Fes@val, Théâtre de la 
Ville, PEAK Performances at Montclair State University and Dance East. In 
collabora@on with the Merce Cunningham Trust. 

 
Mayfly	 
Kapow  

Upper Level Riverside, 1.50 & 4.15pm	

BSL	Interpreted,	Audio	Described,	Assisted	Route	
Mayfly explores the flee@ng, ephemeral nature of life and how our 
survival is inextricably linked to our environment. A spectacular fusion of 
water, dance and song together reminds us that nothing stays the same, 
but that we can stand up, overcome and create change.  30 minutes 

Mayfly	is supported by Arts Council of England, Without Walls, Timber 
Fes@val, Stockton Interna@onal Riverside Fes@val, Kala Sangam Arts 
Centre, Spin Arts, Company Chameleon, Arts Council of Wales and 
Taliesin Theatre Swansea. 

 
WILD		



Mo@onhouse 
Canary Riverside,1 & 4.45pm	

Audio	Described,	Assisted	Route,	Easy	Read,	Speech	Free  
This daring dance-circus produc@on from Mo@onhouse, explores our 
disconnect with the natural environment: in our modern lives, is the wild 
s@ll shaping our behaviour? With a design which imagines an urban 
forest in the heart of Canary Wharf, performers use powerful physicality 
and incredible feats to move through a jungle of tall poles. 44	minutes 

WILD	is commissioned by Gulbenkian & ART31 and Birmingham 
Hippodrome (as part of the Hippodrome Associate Ar@st programme). 
Supported by Without Walls with commissioning from Freedom Fes@val 
Arts Trust, Hat Fair, and Out There Interna@onal Fes@val of Circus & 
Street Arts. With addi@onal backing from the Garfield Weston 
Founda@on, the Foyle Founda@on, The 29th May 1961 Charitable Trust, 
The Saintbury Trust and supported by The City of London Corpora@on. 

A	Doorstep	Duet 
New Adventures 	

Montgomery Square, 1pm & 2.15pm, Jubilee Mall,3, 4.30 & 5.15pm,  
Bank Street Park 2.30,  &3.15pm; Wood Wharf, 4.15 & 5.15pm 

Speech	Free,	Join	In,	Great	for	Kids	

A	Doorstep	Duet follows two everyday people being transported back in 
@me through music, and discovering the joy of dancing together in 
different eras. This unique piece has been specially created to provide a 
moment of escapism, joy and the sense of connec@on in these 
challenging @mes.  



Look out for different dancer pairings popping up in and around Canary 
Wharf throughout Dancing City! 10 minutes 

A	Doorstep	Duet is created in partnership with Farnham Mal@ngs and 
funded by Arts Council England. 

Access:	
There is level access across Canary Wharf. We have viewing areas at each 
event and Canary Wharf has plenty of blue badge parking. Accessible 
toilets with hoists are available in the shopping centre.  
Performances are highly visual with liYle or no spoken word. BSL 
interpreta@on for Get Lost and Born to Protest at specified @mes.  
There will be 3 tours of Dancing City for audiences with access 
requirements:  
BSL Tour and Relaxed Assisted Route: meet at Columbus Courtyard at 
12.30pm.  
Audio Tour, with a Touch Tour of WILD: meet at Columbus Courtyard 
Access Area at 1pm. 
Due to the nature of the Touch Tour, we have limited capaci@es on each 
day. To book, please contact alex@fes@val.org 

Gefng	here 
 
Public transport: 
Canary Wharf pier, served by Uber Boat by Thames Clippers  
Canary Wharf sta@on – Jubilee Line, Heron Quays sta@on – DLR  
Bus routes D3, D7, D8, 135, 277 
Paid public parking and Blue Badge Parking available at Wesqerry Circus 
and across Canary Wharf.  

mailto:alex@festival.org


Blue	Remembered	Hills	 
WriYen by Dennis PoYer, presented by De Roovers  
THAMESMEAD WATERFRONT– 

MEET AT ABBEY WOOD STATION   
7-11 September, 7.30pm  
£0-£15  
Age 13+  

Book online at Book online at: bit.ly/GDIFBoxOffice	

 
	Easy	Read,	Cap]oned	(Tuesday	–	Friday),	Audio	Described,	Relaxed	
Introduc]on	(Wednesday)	Sensory	Spectacle		

This outdoor, site-specific produc@on takes audiences on a journey to a 
hidden landscape, officially closed to the public for more than a century. 

Into	my	heart	on	air	that	kills
From	yon	far	country	blows:
What	are	those	blue	remembered	
hills,
What	spires,	what	farms	are	
those?
	
That	is	the	land	of	lost	content, 								
I	see	it	shining	plain,
The	happy	highways	where	I	went
And	cannot	come	again.	
A. E. Housman 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/greenwichdocklands-international-festival-8149946051


Under the shadow of war, seven children are playing in the countryside. 
As their games escalate, the boundaries between fun and cruelty 
become ever more blurred, leading to disastrous consequences. 
Last seen at GDIF in 2017 with their produc@on of	A	View	from	the	
Bridge, De Roovers is one of Flanders most respected theatre 
companies, returning with a produc@on which will take audiences to a 
restricted landfill site, which holds memories of muni@ons factories and, 
with their demoli@on and the establishment of Thamesmead in the 
1960s, childhood games. 90	minutes 
Blue	Remembered	Hills	is supported by Royal Borough of Greenwich, 
Royal Greenwich Fes@vals, Peabody, Arts Council England, Flanders 
House – the Diploma@c Representa@on of Flanders to the UK, and  
Cockayne Grants for the Arts, a donor advised fund at the London 
Community Founda@on 

Thamesmead was founded on a dream. Star@ng in the 1960s, it was 
constructed by the Greater London Council, intended to be a model city, 
with utopian architecture and a vast, wild landscape.   

Thamesmead’s culture was shaped by an ideal of self-organisa@on. Its 
new residents built a community radio sta@on, a newspaper and one of 
the UK’s first community trusts. One of the lesser-known ini@a@ves was 
the summer Thamesmead Adventure camps, led by local Community 
Police Officer Rick Beavis from 1989 to 2000. It is this self-starter spirit 
that we con@nue to support with Peabody Trust through our cultural and 
heritage programmes.  

The visionary youth development scheme engaged teenagers in an 
ac@on-packed programme among the hills and waterways of 
undeveloped land we now call Thamesmead Waterfront, where the 
ghost of the area’s Royal Arsenal past also lingers and lends atmosphere 

to the venue of Blue	Remembered	Hills.  



You can find out more about the area in our specially created film and 
programme, as well as through the Thamesmead Community Archive:   
thamesmeadcommunityarchive.org.uk/  
youtube.com/GDIFes@val 

QR code for @ckets 

Balsam	  
Laika and Zefiro Torna 
Building 41, Woolwich Royal Arsenal  
7-11 September, 8.30pm  
£0-£15  

10+Book online at bit.ly/GDIFBoxOffice 

Audio	Described,	Easy	Read 
Speech Free, Join In, Sensory Spectacle  
In this sensory, immersive, theatrical adventure, live music combines 
with the crea@on of aroma@c po@ons and elixirs, conjuring up a magical 
world of healing and calm. Taking over Building 41 at Woolwich Royal 
Arsenal’s Riverside, soon to be major new art venue Woolwich Works, 
Balsam is part of the fes@val’s Focus	on	Flanders, a two-year partnership 
between GDIF and the Diploma@c Representa@on of Flanders to the UK, 
designed to inspire cross-cultural working between the culturally 
vibrant and diverse des@na@ons of Flanders and London. 75	minutes	

On Thursday 9 September there will be Audio Descrip@on & Covid-
secure Touch Tour plus a Relaxed Introduc@on.  



Balsam	is supported by Royal Borough of Greenwich, Royal Greenwich 
Fes@vals, Arts Council England, Flanders House – the Diploma@c 
Representa@on of Flanders to the UK, and Berkeley. 

QR code	

Healing	Together  
Woolwich Town Centre & Royal Victoria Gardens  
10 September, 8 – 10.30pm; 11 September, 1-11pm  
Free  

Our final weekend offers a two day programme of street arts, 
performance, installa@on, dance and spectacle, celebra@ng community 
resilience, the environment and healing as we emerge from the 
pandemic. It will also symbolically reunite communi@es on both sides of 
the Thames - in Woolwich and North Woolwich, which un@l the 1960s 
were joined as the single Metropolitan Borough of Woolwich. 

This unique cross-river programme features: 

• Reflec@on Gardens: evening fire installa@ons on Friday 10 and 
Saturday 11 September 

• Healing Together: day@me fes@val programme on 11 September 

• ARer The Storm: finale spectacular on Saturday 11 September 



Why not explore the programme on both sides of the Thames via the 
Woolwich Ferry, Foot Tunnel or DLR? 

Healing	Together is supported by the Royal Borough of Greenwich, Royal 
Greenwich Fes@vals, the Royal Docks Team, Arts Council England, and 
Newham Unlocked. 

Reflec]on	Gardens  
Walk the Plank  
Royal Victoria Gardens, Royal Docks & Delta Terrace, Royal Arsenal 
Woolwich  
10 & 11 September, 8.30pm - 11pm  

Wheelchair	accessible	Assistance	Dogs	Welcome,	Audio	Described,	 
Speech Free, On the Move,,	Sensory	Spectacle 
See both sides of the Thames light up at dusk in this mul@-sensory 
experience, bringing together light, sound and fire effects, all 
me@culously integrated into the riverside landscape. As we emerge from 
the pandemic, Walk the Plank’s cross-river installa@on is designed to 
provide space for reflec@on within an atmosphere of hope and healing, 
whilst evoking a spirit of community resilience which characterises life in 
both Woolwich and North Woolwich.	

ReflecSon	Gardens is supported by the Royal Borough of Greenwich, 
Royal Greenwich Fes@vals, the Royal Docks Team, Arts Council England, 
Newham Unlocked and Berkeley. 



Healing Together, Woolwich Town Centre, SE18, Saturday 11 September, 
1-7pm, .	

Born	to	Protest	
Joseph Toonga 

General Gordon Square, 1 & 3.45pm 

Recovery	Poems  
Emergency Exit Arts 
Beresford Square, 1-7pm  

	BSL	Interpreted,	Audio	Described,	Assisted	Route  
Speech	Free 

BSL- 1pm 

How do we commemorate what’s been lost as we emerge from the 
pandemic and what posi@ve changes can we make as we start to 
recover? Through a process of listening to communi@es, ar@sts Robert 
Montgomery and Deanna Rodger have created an inspiring light poem 
that touches down in Woolwich as an iconic landmark for Healing	
Together. 

Recovery	Poems is a partnership project between Without Walls, 
Emergency Exit Arts, 101 Outdoor Arts, Robert Montgomery, Deanna 
Rodger and Thatcham Town Council. 



Robot	Selfie  
Kaleider	  
General Gordon Square, 1-7pm 

 
	Audio	Described 
Speech	Free,	Join	In,	Great	for	Kids 
What happens when you give a robot a can of spray paint and a giant 
canvas? Robot	Selfie is a collabora@on between local people and ar@ficial 
intelligence – upload a selfie for the robot to draw and see your face 
emerge amongst a sea of others. As the robot draws, strangers form a 
crowd come together, reminding us that we’re all connected.  

Robot	Selfie will also be running from 1-7pm on Friday 10 September. 

Robot	Selfie is supported by Without Walls and commissioned by 
Brighton Fes@val and Norfolk & Norwich Fes@val.  

Frock	  
Stopgap Dance Company  
Powis Street, Woolwich Town Centre, 2.45 & 6.05pm	

 
BSL	Interpreted,	Audio	Described,	Easy	Read,	Relaxed	Introduc]on,	
Cap]oned	Performance,	Assisted	Route	
 
Make	Some	Noise	

BSL	–	2.45pm	
Six striking dancers collide in an upliRing dance riot set to an exclusive 
art rock soundtrack by Hannah Miller of The MouleYes. Brace yourself 
for an empowering celebra@on of self-iden@ty in this punkish explora@on 
of individuality from one of Britain’s leading inclusive dance companies.  
25	minutes 



Frock	is supported by Without Walls, Arts Council England, Salisbury 
Fes@val, Hat Fair Fes@val, Stockton Interna@onal Riverside Fes@val and 
Norfolk & Norwich Fes@val. 

 
From Greenwich with Love  
Greenwich Dance  
Greens End to General Gordon Square, 2.40 & 6pm  

Speech	Free,	On	the	Move  
A love-themed stroll through Woolwich Town Centre, this new 
performance, choreographed by Mathieu Geffre, features five 
outstanding performers, @n four love duets, which pop out of the 
everyday andare inspired by true stories. In turns poe@c, surprising and 
entertaining, expect to be taken on a happy voyage of great dance in 
celebra@on of love in all its diversity. 20	minutes 

From	Greenwich	With	Love is supported by the Royal Borough of 
Greenwich, part of the Royal Greenwich Fes@vals. 

Ludala 
DKF Ini@a@ve  
 BSL Interpreted, Assisted Route 

Make Some Noise General Gordon Square, Woolwich SE18, 2.10 & 
4.50pm. 

 BSL- 2.10pm 

"Black love is celebra@ng history, heritage and being proud of who you 
are in a world where we're constantly told we aren't worthy or are less 
than" - Bola Agbaje.  



'Ludala’,  meaning 'joy’ or ‘happiness’ in the Yakurr dialect of Cross River 
State, Nigeria, has been created to combat the lack of posi@ve images of 
the Black experience in the public realm. This outdoor piece celebrates 
Black love and joy through a mix of poetry, tex@les, music, and physical 
theatre. 20 minutes 

Ludala is supported by the Albany 

 
Award-winning arts plaqorm Ini@a@ve.dkf return to GDIF with their piece 
‘IS DAT U YH?’ as part of their LUDALA Collec@on, exploring joy through 
the commemora@on of (Bri@sh) Blackness. 

On a trip down the memory lane of a South East London high street, we 
honour this marriage, this fusion of our tongues, with the mandem, the 
galdem and the nonsense in between! IDUY is the joyous ode to 
waaaaayyy back when; a surreal celebra@on of our love of food, 
expressive mannerisms, and Black Brit millennial iden@@es s@ll glistening 
with diaspora roots. 

Supported by the Albany Theatre, Depqord, and Tamasha Theatre. 

Strong	Enough 
Strong Lady Produc@ons 
Royal Victoria Gardens 2.30pm; General Gordon Square, 5.15pm 

Popping up on both sides of the river will be this op@mis@c and @mely 
street arts show which draws on circus, comedy and physical feats to 
celebrate stories of finding strength in unexpected places. Alongside the 
performances, look out for screenings of stories from local people in 



Woolwich and North Woolwich about recent @mes when they’ve had to 
find inner strength. 

Communi]es	in	Woolwich:	Healing	Together		

This summer, local communi@es have been taking crea@ve inspira@on 

from the idea of Healing	Together	to celebrate resilience as we emerge 
from the pandemic through workshops and engagement ac@vi@es. The 
results of these inspiring projects have been integrated into the 
programme throughout the day on Saturday 11 September in Woolwich 
Town Centre.  

		

Memories	of	Yesterday	

Caribbean Social Forum 

Saturday 11 September 1 – 6pm 

Audio	Described	

General Gordon Square  
 Join the Caribbean Social Forum for this interac@ve installa@on. Made 
up of hundreds of puzzle pieces, have your say by designing your own 
piece to share what makes you feel part of Woolwich, or pay tribute to 
what you have gained or lost in the last 18 months.  

		

The	Storm,	Voiceless	MaGers,	and	Healing	Tree		  
	Lucy Isaiah and Woolwich-based African Women Weavers 

Saturday 11 September, 1 – 6pm 

General Gordon Square 

Audio	Described,	Speech	Free,	Join	In	



Lucy Isaiah and the Woolwich-based African Women Weavers have 
created 3 intricate tapestries, telling important communal and cultural 
stories of past, present, and future healing. Throughout the day, they will 
be running a drop-in craRing workshop where you can create your own 
tex@le accessories.  

		

Healing	Together		

Anju Kasturiraj 

Saturday 11 September 

General Gordon Square, 2.45 & 4.30pm 

Cap@oned  
Exploring the stories behind the community-based crea@ve projects 

showcased, this specially commissioned film reveals how locals have 
found connec@on and have been ‘healing together’ as we emerge from 
the pandemic. Produced in collabora@on with the Na@onal Mari@me 
Museum’s Migra@on, Heritage, and Belonging Project. 25 mins. 

		

Stories	of	Strength	

Charmaine Childs and Rebel Films 

Saturday 11 September 

General Gordon Square 3.15 & 5.50pm; Royal Victoria Gardens, 2.15 &  
6.15pm 

Cap]oned	

Accompanying Strong Lady’s performances of Strong	Enough (which will 
be presented on both sides of the Thames at 2.30pm in North Woolwich 
and 5.15pm in Woolwich) is this specially made film, which brings 



together stories from local community members of moments when they 
have had to draw on inner strength in recent difficult @mes. An upliRing 
screening which will also reunite communi@es across the river. 

 

Healing	Together:	Royal	Victoria	Gardens,  

Saturday 11 September 1-7pm  

A Square World  
Daryl Beeton  

1 & 4,15pm	

 
	Easy	Read,	Relaxed	Introduc]on	

Speech	Free,	Join	In,	Great	for	Kids	
This visual theatre show for young audiences tells a story of friends who 
enjoy the same rou@ne day aRer day un@l an unexpected change is 
forced upon just one of them. This accidental happening throws 
everyone into disarray and so together they decide they need to 
redefine the rules of the square world where they live. This accessible 
produc@on looks at the unfairness of being leR out in a world designed 
for everyone else but yourself.  

40	minutes 
 
What	Happened	to	You?  
Nikki Charlesworth  
3.15 & 5.30pm 

 
Bee-ology	 
Bumble Movement Arts 



1.45 & 4.45pm  

	BSL	Interpreted,	Easy	Read,	Audio	Described,	Relaxed	Introduc]on,	
Assisted	Route  
Join	In,	Great	for	Kids,	Make	Some	Noise  
Weaving together juggling, storytelling, dance, puppetry and a love of all 

things living, Bee-ology is a funny, heart-warming and interac@ve 
outdoor Circus show for young people and their hives. Inspired by the 
Honey Bee’s waggle dance, which shares informa@on about food and 

resources,	Bee-ology carries an important message about our 
environment, our future and our deep connec@on with life on our 

planet. 30	minutes 

Bee-ology is supported by Arts Council England. 

The	Rascally	Diner  
LAStheatre  
1.40 & 4.15pm  

 
Do	What	Yah	Mama	Told	Yah!	  
Just More Produc@ons  
2.35 & 6.35pm 

BSL – 6.35pm  
  

Urban	Astronaut  

Highly Sprung	  
 
	BSL	Interpreted,	Easy	Read,	Assisted	Route  
Great	for	Kids 



BSL- 4pm  
This street theatre performance provides a glimpse of the future… where 
problems surrounding air pollu@on have reached crisis point. What can 
the Urban Astronaut learn from audiences now that might change his 
future? Combining stunning design with a unique travelling flying 
machine that suspends a performer 20R in the air, the show uses 
unusual staging and dance to tell the story of an encounter with a young 

girl who provides the one thing the astronaut has lost… hope.	30	
minutes 

Urban	Astronaut	is commissioned by Without Walls and Salisbury 
Interna@onal Arts Fes@val, Norfolk & Norwich Fes@val and Out There 
Interna@onal Fes@val of Circus & Street Arts. Supported by Gi20. 

The	Other	Side  
Ascension Dance  
3.15 & 5.30pm	

 
	Relaxed	IntroducJon,	Easy	Read  
Speech	Free 
This thrilling outdoor dance performance combines movement from 
parkour and contemporary dance with live engineering and bridge-
building.  Focused on, a 6m wide x 2m high self-suppor@ng wooden 
bridge structure, the produc@on explores themes of human connec@vity, 
stories of bridge-building and connec@ng across divides or differences. 
30 minutes	

The	Hidden	Music	of	Trees  
Jason Singh  



1-7pm	  
	Easy	Read 
Speech	Free,	Join	In,	On	the	Move,	Sensory	Spectacle  
The	Hidden	Music	of	Trees is a composi@on of rhythms and notes which 
has been created by placing probes onto leaves to record their naturally 
occurring electrical currents, resul@ng in an installa@on which allows 
audiences to experience nature in an enhanced augmented reality 
environment. 

Bring a smartphone to download the app and hear the hidden music of 
the trees around you! 

50	minutes 

The	Hidden	Music	of	Trees is supported by Without Walls and 
commissioned by Norfolk & Norwich Fes@val, Certain Blacks and Timber 
Fes@val.  

Cabaret	Stage  
1-7pm 

BSL, AD  

Join In, Make Some Noise 

In celebra@on of Pride London, Healing	Together hosts an aRernoon of 
queer cabaret, music, drag and singalong. Acts include Liv, a nonbinary 
diva who believes in the community-building powers of drag; ‘The 
People’s Pensioner’ Ida Barr in a celebra@on of the people of North 
Woolwich; "cap@va@ng vocalist and story teller" (The Stage), Cazeleon; 
plus a 1960’s style sing-a-long from Jonny Woo, bringing the spirit of the 
pubs that lined Albert Road in Silvertown back to life. Then following her 
recent appearance at Newham Word Fes@val, Chamonix invites you to 



partake of some old @me showtune therapy, whilst Bolly-Illusion brings a 
message of female empowerment in a Bollywood extravaganza you don't 
want to miss – plus more!  

 

Ajer	the	Storm	 
Walk the Plank  

9.45-10pm 

Make Some Noise, Sensory Spectacle  

Cap@oned  

Walk the Plank will also present a fes@val finale en@tled AVer	the	Storm, 
a Thames based spectacle in which the Woolwich Ferry and the river 
itself will play a key role. The Woolwich Ferry is an icon of Woolwich and 
during the early stages of the pandemic, memorably performed 
“donuts” in the Thames whilst blas@ng its horn during the Thursday night 
Clap for Carers. Recalling this proud history, and the unifying power of 
rivers, this finale moment will deliver an op@mis@c conclusion to this 
year’s GDIF. 10 minutes 

A cap@oned video of the soundscape will be available online 

AVer	the	Storm is supported by Royal Greenwich Fes@vals, the Royal 
Docks Team, Newham Unlocked, and Arts Council England. With thanks 
to the TfL Woolwich Ferry. 

 
Access 



All performance loca@ons have level access and viewing areas with 
sea@ng.  

Our Access Area in Royal Victoria Gardens will support you to choose 
events, use our Easy Read informa@on, listen to digital Audio 
Descrip@ons and offer a relaxed, quiet area between shows. 

The Mobiloo will be on site in Royal Victoria Gardens- the mobile toilet 
with hoist and changing table. Please bring your own sling if you wish to 
use the hoist. Visit www.mobiloo.org.uk for more informa@on.  

Access	Tours:		
Meet in General Gordon Square. 

12:30pm for a BSL Tour. Full @mes of BSL performances listed online.  

1pm for an Audio Tour.  

Contact alex@fes@val.org for informa@on. 

 

Gefng	to	Woolwich	
Woolwich Pier, served by Uber Boat by Thames Clipper  
Woolwich Arsenal sta@on – DLR and rail 
North Greenwich sta@on – Jubilee line, and then bus routes 161, 422 or 
472 to Woolwich Town Centre 
Woolwich Ferry - free 
Paid parking at Powis Street 

Blue badge parking available on Gunner Street 

http://www.mobiloo
mailto:alex@festival.org


GeZng to Royal Victoria Gardens, Royal Docks  
North Woolwich Pier, served by Uber Boat by Thames Clippers  
King George V sta@on – DLR  
Bus routes 101 & 473 
Woolwich Ferry – free 

Blue Badge Parking available on Woolwich Manor Way 

Why not hop on the free Woolwich Ferry and visit the programmes on 
both sides of the river? You can also use the Woolwich Foot Tunnel! 

Clashfinders	
Meet at 12.30pm in General Gordon Square for BSL Tour  

1pm Born To Protest 

1.40pm Spoken Word 

2.10pm Ludala 

2.30pm Workshops  

3.15pm Frock 

Then	choose:		

Great	For	Kids:		

4pm Urban Astronaut 

4.45pm Bee-ology 

5.30pm What Happened To You?  

6.35pm Do What Yah Mama Told Yah! 

LGBTQ+	Pride:		



Cabaret Stage with Chamonix, Soroya Marchelle, Ida Barr and Bolly- 
Illusion 

 
 
 
 
 
 

GETTING	HERE	

We always encourage our audiences to walk, cycle, or get public 
transport to our events. There are lots of cycle routes across the Royal 
Borough of Greenwich and east London, and cycle parking will be 
available at or near all events. Many GDIF sites are accessible by river, so 
why not hop on the Uber Boat by Thames Clippers? 

UBER	BOAT	BY	THAMES	CLIPPERS	

Travel with Uber Boat by Thames Clippers and enjoy fresh air, a 
comfortable seat, café bar and fantas@c views. The River Bus operator 
serves 23 piers along the Thames, including GDIF sites in the City 
(Blackfriars/Tower), Canary Wharf, Greenwich, Greenwich Peninsula 
(North Greenwich), the Royal Docks (Royal Wharf) and Woolwich.  Boats 
depart every 10-20 minutes from key London piers. 

  

Bikes are permiYed on board at no extra cost and all boats are 
wheelchair accessible, as are most piers.  Enhanced safety measures, 
recognised by the AA and VisitEngland, have been implemented across 
the service, including onboard hand sani@ser and regular cleaning 
throughout the day. 

Uberboatbythamesclippers.com 



Visit ql.gov.uk to plan your journey. 

Supported	by	

Arts Council England, Berkeley, Canary Wharf, Cockayne Grants for the 
Arts, City of London Corpora@on, Greenwich Peninsula, Lendlease, Royal 
Greenwich Fes@vals, Royal Borough of Greenwich, Royal Docks, Peabody, 
Old Royal Naval College, Without Walls, Newham Unlocked 

Thanks	to	

Global Streets, The Ministry of Defence, St George’s Garrison Church 
Trust, Tfl Woolwich Ferry, Visit Greenwich, Royal Greenwich Heritage 
Trust, Charlton House 

Patrons	

We are extremely grateful to our patrons for their con@nued support: 

	 

Tony Hales 

Lew Hodges 

Maggi Knights 

Felicity Lane 

Jean Lebrecht 

Shahidul Miah 

Geoffrey Pine and Richard White 

Dr Maxine Room CBE 



FESTIVAL.ORG team 

Jessie Acton, Marke@ng Manager 

Max Campbell, Marke@ng Officer 

Alex Covell, Access Producer 

Marie Faucher, Fes@val Administrator  

Jasmin Fiori, Digital Marke@ng Assistant 

Caroline Francis, Produc@on Assistant 

Ellie Harris, Execu@ve Producer 

Bradley Hemmings MBE, Ar@s@c Director 

Alison Holder, Associate Producer 

Edel McGrath, Opera@ons Manager 

Zoe Moody, Box Office Manager 

Jonathon Mounqord, Volunteer Coordinator  

Aliyah Rawat, Engagement Producer 

Toby Smith, Associate Director 
Lindi du Toit-Towns, Accountant 

Joey Valiunas, Head of Produc@on 

We’re extremely grateful to all our freelance staff without whom GDIF 
would not be possible. For full details please visit fes@val.org/meet-the-
team 



Our	Board	of	Trustees	
Geoffrey Pine (Chair)  
delete Bola 

Vicki Amedume  
Cllr Mufeedah Bus@n  
Paul Hanrahan  
Josh Harsant 
Fiona Hughes 
Marcus Hughes  
Oliver Hughes  
Antony McBride  
Rahee Nayar  
Dr Maxine Room 

Jenny Sealey 
Dr Margaret Sheehy 
Fayçal Tazi 
Cllr Miranda Williams 

FESTIVAL.ORG		

Fes@val.org is one of the UK’s leading outdoor arts producing 
organisa@ons. Throughout the year Fes@val.org delivers an ambi@ous 
programme of commissions, produc@ons and events, na@onal touring 
and consultancy. In recent years this programme has including 
investment in talent development, residencies, commissions and 
produc@ons of contemporary outdoor theatre and performing arts, the 
delivery of events and ceremonies, and partnership working with a range 
of organisa@ons to deliver local place-making ini@a@ves.  



Current projects include Global Streets, a na@onal programme that is 
developing audiences and inspiring local change through interna@onal 
outdoor arts. Funded by Arts Council England’s Na@onal LoYery Project 
Grants programme, Global Streets is giving voice to people who live, 
work and study in 12 towns and ci@es across England that together 
represent some of the least arts-engaged places in the country.  Full 

lis@ngs of the 2021 season can be found on fes]val.org/globalstreets	

Fes@val.org is a registered charity and is funded as a Na@onal Porqolio 
Organisa@on by Arts Council England and the Royal Borough of 
Greenwich. 

FESTIVAL.ORG is the trading name of Greenwich+Docklands Fes@vals, a 
company limited by guarantee. Registered in England & Wales No. 287 
6062. Vat registra@on No. 629 9872 73. Charity No. 1037878


