
Charon 

By Peter Hudson 
 

A 32 foot high rotating wheel, giving the illusion of a rowing skeleton.  
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What to Expect 
  

 

 

 
Relaxed Performance 
The wheel moves with human 
interaction and can spin any time. You 
can join the performance at any point 
and leave at any time.  
 
You can move around. You do not 
need to be quiet. 

 

Strobe Light 
This show may not be safe for some 
people with epilepsy. Strobe lighting is 
used that may be disruptive to people 
who are sensitive to light. 
 
There are Strobe-free performances 
on:  
Sunday 4th & Monday 5th September, 
7-8pm 
 

 

Scale and Emotions: 
 
The artwork is very large and the 
skeletons are human-size. Sometimes 
you can see Charon, the skeleton, 
looking directly at you. 
 
The scale and reality of this makes 
you feel:  
• Awed or excited, 
• In disbelief and questioning how it 

works, 
• That life is short, and we should 

appreciate every day. 
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What is Charon? 

 

Charon is a touring artwork by 
American 
Kinetic Artist Peter Hudson. 
 
Kinetic Art is art that contains 
movement. 

 

 
Charon is a gigantic 32ft high 
rotating zoetrope wheel with posed 
human skeletons mounted on its 
inner edge. As dusk falls, the wheel 
spins and the skeletons come to life 
and form an animation. 

 

What is a Zoetrope? 
 
Zoetropes are the earliest form of 
animation dating back to the 1800s. 
Zoetropes are made in a cylinder 
with images inside and slots to peer 
through. As the wheel spins, the 
motion gives the viewer the illusion 
of movement. Each image is slightly 
different; similar to a flip-book.  
 
Peter figured out a way to create 
the effect with life-sized sculptures, 
using spinning motion and strobe 
lights to create something akin to a 
three-dimensional movie. 
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What is animation? 
 
Animation uses sequences of still 
images to create the illusion of 
motion. 

 
What is the story of Charon? 
 
The animation tells the story of the 
Greek mythological ferryman, 
Charon, who rows the souls of the 
recently departed across the river 
Styx. It is a story about the last rite 
of passage on the way to the 
afterlife. 
 
 

 
 

How does it work? 
 
The artwork spins by human 
interaction. 
 
The wheel is powered by 12 people 
working together to pull a series of 
ropes which cause the wheel to 
rotate faster. When the wheel is 
spinning at the correct speed, a 
strobe light is activated, revealing 
the skeletons’ animation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



5 
Charon 
Hudzo.com             

 
 

Find out more at Hudzo 
 

 

See more photos and videos of 
Charon here: 
 
www.hudzo.com/charon  

 

http://www.hudzo.com/charon
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