
 

 

Composition Commission Brief – March 2021  
 
Berwick Church are working in partnership with Glyndebourne and East Sussex Music (part of 
Brighton Dome & Brighton Festival) to commission a new song cycle for children, to be premiered in 
December 2021. In response to the Covid19 pandemic, the composer is asked to create a piece that 
could be performed in both digital and live scenarios.  
 
Brief  
To compose a cycle of 3 short songs and music of approx. 6-9 mins total duration in collaboration 
with young people at four primary schools local to Berwick Church. This will be online or in person 
depending on Covid19 regulations at the time of composition.  The composer will be asked to write 
for children’s choir and piano and to produce a score and parts by the end of August to enable the 
creation of learning resources (annotated parts, backing tracks, Makaton tutorials etc).  
 
The music should be suitable for children aged 7-11 and accessible for a massed, mixed-ability choir 
and should include a chorus/repeated sections that are suitable for children with Special Educational 
Needs/Disability to learn and sign using Makaton (the composer does not need to know Makaton 
signs but will be asked to consider the ‘language load’ or number of unfamiliar words included).   
 
The songs should take creative inspiration from the setting and atmosphere of Berwick Church and 
its natural environment. The composition may respond to the church as a spiritual place of praise, 
celebration, peacefulness, contemplation/mindfulness, mourning and transcendence. In response to 
the Covid19 pandemic we are particularly interested in how music can help us to process complex 
emotions and may offer moments of reflection or relief. We would encourage composers to use 
Berwick Church and its unique natural surroundings as a starting point to explore universal themes 
such as our relationship to nature, the passage of the day or the changing quality of light from 
sunrise to sunset.   
 
The songs may include sacred texts which either contain spiritual teaching or express human 
emotions in relation to the divine (however doctrinally exclusive texts should be 
avoided). Subsequent to performance it is hoped that recordings of the music may be made 
available to visitors to the church and this should be borne in mind in the creative process.  
 
The songs will be developed in collaboration with Berwick Church, East Sussex Music and 
Glyndebourne, with a requirement to work with local primary school children. Experienced music 
educators will also be available to support the composer to facilitate this co-development process.   
 
 
Event Context and Responding to Covid19  
Originally this commission was due to be performed as part of the ‘Big Sings’, a popular concert 
series involving over 3500 children from 110 different schools. Big Sings have included a range of 
religious and secular songs. Repertoire is chosen by East Sussex Music and Glyndebourne and taught 
to teachers/school choir leaders at a workshop in September. During the autumn term, school choir 
leaders then teach the repertoire to their school choirs. Please note that not all school choir leaders 
are music specialists and school choirs are mixed ability groups of children aged 7 – 11. A number 



 

 

of Special Schools also take part in the event and we work closely with colleagues in these schools to 
ensure access to the performances for all children who would wish to take part.  
 
In response to Covid19, massed singing/live performances of this nature are not currently possible 
and so the first performance of this work may need to be in a digital/online format and this should 
be considered during the composition process.  
 
The requirement to involve school children in the development of the work may also need to be 
facilitated digitally (i.e. through Zoom workshops) and we welcome the composer’s views on how 
they can work with East Sussex Music, Glyndebourne and local schools to achieve this element of 
the brief.  
 
 
Proposal and Submission Dates 
Please send a short proposal outlining your idea for the project (1000 words or less). Please also 
include your biography and examples of previous work (web links, films, recordings etc.)  If you 
would like to suggest other creative collaborators who you would like to work with on 
this project please also include their biographies.   
 
Please email proposals and accompanying documents 
to maevents@brightondome.org by 5pm Monday 19 April 2021.   
 
 
Fee  
A commission fee will be negotiated commensurate with the scale of the project and previous 
experience. The fee will include a visit to Berwick Church (virtual or face to face depending on 
Covid19 regulations), development meetings with Glyndebourne/East Sussex Music and delivery of 
the final work in response to the brief.   
  
 
Equal Opportunities  
Brighton Dome and Festival Ltd is a registered charity and pursues a policy of equal 
opportunities. Brighton Dome & Brighton Festival values diversity, promotes equality and challenges 
discrimination. We encourage and welcome applications from all backgrounds and all parts of the 
community, particularly disabled people and racially diverse people who are currently under-
represented. All applications are judged on merit.  
  
  
Further Information  
Berwick Church and The Berwick Project   
St Michael and All Angels Church in Berwick, East Sussex is most well-known for its extensive 
20th Century paintings by Duncan Grant, Vanessa Bell and Quentin Bell, which were commissioned 
during the Second World War by Bishop Bell.  
  
It is the only example of the complete decoration of the interior of ancient parish church by modern 
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artist of repute and is of national importance. It lies in the beautiful South Downs National Park with 
spectacular views of the escarpment of the Downs to the south.  
 
The church is undertaking a major project to restore and conserve these paintings. At the same time, 
it is developing educational work with local schools and two universities and links with local caring 
charities and cultural institutions.  It has been awarded a National Lottery Heritage Fund grant to 
undertake this work.  
Our vision is twofold:  

1. to offer the church and its natural surroundings as a spiritual sanctuary and place of retreat, 
enabling others to experience the natural beauty of the environment, the creativity of art, the 
spirituality of the church, its historic continuity and Christian tradition. And to harness these to 
promote the wellbeing of visitors.  
2. to promote the importance of, and provide the opportunity for, contemporary artists to 
make their contribution to the life of the church.  

We offer this in four main ways: art, faith, community and environment.  
• Art: The Bloomsbury paintings at Berwick Church are a result of Bishop Bell’s belief that the 
contemporary artist has an essential contribution to make to the life of the church. We continue 
to promote and facilitate that vision and look for new ways of enabling the contemporary artist 
to engage with the life of the church.    
• Faith: We welcome groups of all faiths and of no faith to the church. The beauty of the 
setting of the church lends itself to contemplative spirituality and creative activities. We hope 
that visitors and groups may have an experience that inspires faith. Also, that they will have 
learnt about the Christian tradition and the church community. We hold services each week - 
please see the Worship and Services section of our website.   
• Community: We particularly want to find ways of enabling those who may not have had an 
experience of church, art or the countryside before to visit the church. Please see our Outreach 
and Activities section of the website for more details.  
• Environment: The church sits on a rise within the South Downs National Park with 
spectacular views of the escarpment to the south and beautiful walks from the church. This 
natural resource provides the opportunity to teach about wildlife and the importance of 
our relationship  
  
 

East Sussex Music  
In September 2019 Brighton Dome & Brighton Festival (BDBF) took on management of East Sussex 
Music (ESM) service and became lead partner for the East Sussex Music Education Hub. ESM 
provides music lessons and activities for over 7000 children and young people each week.  
 
The partnership is part of BDBF’s commitment to deliver music education to children and young 
people across the county. It brings together the combined work of the arts charity responsible for 
the historic Brighton Dome venues, the annual Brighton Festival and Brighton & Hove Music & Arts 
(BHMA), who deliver music education to children and young people across the city.  
 
Under the auspices of Brighton Dome & Brighton Festival, ESM and BHMA work with 14,000 children 
and young people each year and in 250 different schools/education settings through 



 

 

a programme of instrumental/vocal music lessons, providing first access to instrumental learning; a 
progressive structure of ensembles at our 5 Music Centres; and a range of high-profile performance 
opportunities for young musicians. Brighton Dome & Brighton Festival is a National 
Portfolio Organisation.   
  
 
Glyndebourne  
Glyndebourne is an opera house in the heart of the Sussex countryside. It all began with a love story 
in 1934, when founder John Christie met soprano Audrey Mildmay. Glyndebourne is now one of the 
finest and most celebrated opera houses in the world, delivering performances to some 150,000 
people across a summer Festival and an autumn Tour. Through its Learning & 
Engagement programme Glyndebourne collaborates with people of all backgrounds to create 
extraordinary artistic experiences, with the aim of sparking a lifelong interest in opera and finding 
and supporting the talented artists of the future.  
 

‘Glyndebourne has been at the forefront of arts education for over 30 years through its pioneering 
Education programme. We have shown that when diverse groups of people come together to take 

imaginative journeys through music and theatre – the thing we call opera – extraordinary and 
transformational things can happen.’  

 
– Stephen Langridge, Glyndebourne’s Artistic Director  


