
Pay the Piper – Short Synopsis

Every person has a different opinion of the town of Hamelin. The Mayor believes the

town was a picture of perfection with happy people who wanted for nothing. A

Mother shares a different perspective: the town was normal where people laughed

and cried, had arguments and loved each other, but that was before. A child feels that

the town is cold and unwelcoming.  Not a place where they feel they belong.

The town had a problem with rats. They were making nests in people’s clothes and

eating all the food. While the adults wanted rid of the rats by any means necessary,

the children wanted to keep them as pets; when this became impossible, everyone

looked to the Mayor for a solution. After they had exhausted all the solutions, a

stranger came into town.

The stranger, the Piper, claimed she could permanently rid Hamelin of its rats but

there would be a high cost. The Mayor and council discussed what could be

demanded by the Piper.

The Piper didn’t disclose the price upfront; she would only tell the Mayor the true

cost once the job was done. He was reluctant - and concerned about his own political

career - but the council advised him to take the offer as there was no other choice.

The Piper rid the town of the rats, leading them away, and the whole town

celebrated.

When the Piper returned to collect her fee, she told the mayor that she didn’t want

the power or money she was offered. She wanted something to call her own; a child.

Mayhem broke out; Children looked to their parents for comfort and parents tried to

protect their children. They suggested other ways to pay but only a child would do.

The Mayor refused to pay that price, even as the people of the town turned on him.

The Piper warned that not giving her a child would have grave consequences and

tried to take what she felt was owed to her.

The Mother tried to take the Lonely Child to safety but was stopped by the Piper. She

instructed the Piper to bring back the rats, rather than losing a child. The Mother

saved the Lonely Child, who ran away. The town joined together and chased the

Piper out of town.

While the adults were looking for the Lonely Child, the Piper returned to Hamelin

and began her song. The children of the town were drawn to the Piper and followed

her into the world, leaving the town forever.
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