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Enrique Casella had an enormous value for the Argentine musical arts o of the 20th century, being one of the most outstanding

composers who cultivated musical Americanism based on the vernaculag roots and the™folkloric evocation of the original peoples, fusing the

academicism of the Franco-Italian post-romantic and impressionistic sc

Established since 1921 in Tucuman, he was an important
part of the faculty of the Academy of Fine Arts and the T ﬁidl that he accomplished together with his colleague and
friend, the eminent composer Luis Gianneo (1897-1968). Al ended the Symphonic Association, an institution that had
the support of the distinguished director Carlos A. Olivares. In addii €] e composer, Casella was an excellent violinist who is
remembered as the pioneer who introduced the partitas by Bach and WK[MEKrgentina, sharing his musical activity as a violinist with

conducting. Furthermore, he also held different positions mlﬂ Sﬁlaeecﬂia Choir, director of the Provincial Music Band, and he
was the founder of the Trio Tucuman.

the musical activity in this city located in the northwest of Argentina, both as



Symphonic Poem Nahuel Huapi

The musical work of Enrique Casella reveals from its very ifeeptionsasiiarked interest in the knowledge of and the research into the cultures of the
aboriginal peoples both of the pre-Columbian Incans, recréaime their myths, legends andandscapes as well as of ancient Greece and Rome, and in

medieval literature.

The symphonic poem which alludes to lake Nahuel Huapi was compleged in ' Buenos¥Aiics in 1926 and premiered on April 14, 1929, at the New
Theater in Buenos Aires (today the “General San Martin Theater”).diiat musical evening involved premieres of national and foreign works, including
the Concerto for Piano, flute, cello and orchestra by Vincent d'Indy. Celestino Biaggiogexcellent musician and a student of Alberto Williams and of d'Indy
himself in Paris, was accustomed to lend his baton to composers to conduct théimewn creations, which were interpreted by the Orchestra of the
Symphonic Association of which Piaggio was the artistic diféggor (Diario La Prensa de Buenos Aires, April 15,1929).

According to the catalog, Nahuel Huapi (Mapuche term meaning “puma island™) secms€o have been the only orchestral work by Casella alluding to a
natural landscape in southern Argentina. The source of inspiration presumably came fzom a trip he undertook through Patagonia. Such inspiration is
manifested in the narrative of this poem of his authorship (incluced below)svhethetin ghe beautiful sound description of the mountain landscape or

in the contrasting fusion of its compositional elements, in passages where tension and passion find their maximum splendor.



Nahuel Huapi

Edited & revised by

Poema sinfonico

Diego M. Orellana

(1926)

Enrique M. Casella (1891-1948)

Andantino
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