
 

 

Emerald Global Publishing Group acquires GoodPractice 

Successful Scottish business joins international publishing group to further develop product offering 

and expand global reach 

 

Edinburgh, Monday 15th June 2015; Edinburgh based e-learning firm GoodPractice, an international 

provider of progressive learning and performance support tools for leaders and managers, has today 

concluded a deal to sell to Emerald Global Publishing Group (the Group) for an undisclosed sum. The 

UK learning and development market is worth an estimated £7 billion, with GoodPractice currently 

supporting 2 million managers globally.  

 

Following GoodPractice’s strongest year of growth, the company was approached by the Yorkshire-

based international publishing group, who were seeking to grow their business in the professional 

learning and development sector, with a focus on digital learning solutions. Through its subsidiaries, 

the Group offers a range of complementary publishing services to the academic community, including 

a portfolio of over 290 journals and over 2,500 books and series volumes and end-to-end research 

dissemination resources and services.  The deal represents the next stage of GoodPractice’s continuing 

growth, after fifteen years at the forefront of the on-demand performance support sector.  

 

Commenting on the deal, GoodPractice CEO Peter Casebow, said: “We were not looking to sell the 

business at this stage, but after a year in which we exceeded all of our targets, we were approached 

by the Group with an interest in acquiring the company. The offer they made was good for our people, 

our customers and our shareholders. It quickly became clear this deal was the right move at the right 

time for GoodPractice, and I’m delighted to see it go through.” 

 

“The Group brings almost fifty years of excellence in business and management publishing to the 

table. They will be investing heavily in GoodPractice, because they understand and are excited by our 

vision of what the company can achieve in the coming years. Their global network opens up the 

international marketplace for us in a way that could have taken us years to achieve without their 

support. I genuinely can’t wait to see what we will achieve together. 

 

“We are indebted to the support we have received from our Chair Keith Howell, who is now stepping 

down from his role, and our founder Baroness Margaret Ford, whose initial vision guided the 

company.” 

 



 

 

Group CEO, Richard Bevan, said: “GoodPractice has a reputation for exceptionally high-quality 

content, outstanding customer service and an impressive management team, making it a very strong 

strategic and cultural fit for the Group. GoodPractice’s unique focus on leadership and management 

content is complementary to the Group’s existing business activities, providing the Group with an 

opportunity to advance its strategy of increasing impact in the professional and corporate markets. E-

learning enhances methods of creating, sharing and distributing knowledge, making it increasingly 

accessible to all, the sentiment of which is at the heart of the Group’s operations.”  

 

GoodPractice becomes a wholly owned subsidiary of the Emerald Global Publishing Group (from 15 

June 2015), but will retain its brand identity. The core team will remain and will be complemented 

by new directors Richard Bevan (Chairman), Simon Cox (Finance Director) and Chris Keenan 

(Business Development Director) from EGPG. 

 

The shareholders of GoodPractice were advised by Andrew Ewing of Johnston Carmichael LLP and 

Sandy Finlayson of MBM Commercial LLP. EGPG was advised by Graeme Hurst of 

PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP, Jonathan Procter of DLA Piper LLP and Adrian Sims of Korn Ferry. 

 

Subsidiaries of Emerald Global Publishing Group now include: Emerald Group Publishing, 

GoodPractice and Research Media.  

 

 - Ends   -  

 

For information contact Maggie Wright on 07801 710360 / 0131 226 3622 maggie.wright@mwa.co 
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