Task 1

create a memorable 2018 festival
MORE THAN FOURTEEN THOUSAND PEOPLE visited in June and July 2017.
The gardens at West Horsley Place are spectacular, the orchard is beyond bewitching, the new
four-tier opera house is close to miraculous and the acoustic much-admired. The icing on the
cake is Horsley station just a mile away and the location on the very edge of London.
The audience seemed to settle very comfortably into dining in the two restaurants, in picnic
pavilions and marquees in the Crinkle-Crankle Garden, on the Croquet Lawn, and the Rose
Parterre. Many just flung out their rugs, unfolded their picnic furniture and did their own thing
in the orchard under the damson, apple and pear trees.
WHY THE OPERAS NEED YOUR SUPPORT It is as simple as this: Grange Park Opera
receives no public subsidy and ticket sales only cover two thirds of costs. Annual Memberships
bridge the gap. Where would we be without art in our lives?

ANNUAL MEMBERS 2018

THE

DEPARTMENT OF REVELS (formerly Glass Ceiling Society) proposed donation £1,250

Queen Elizabeth I stayed at West Horsley Place for around a week in August 1559.
A month before, her Revel Office (a department created by her father, as part of the
Royal Wardrobe) began preparations for the staging of entertainments for this Surrey
visit. Props, tents, costumes, furniture and paraphernalia were transported by barge
from the Blackfriars stores to Hampton Court and then overland.
As a member of the Department of Revels, you will be invited to an evening at the
McLaren Technology Centre, to two post-performance parties and all the special
events listed below.
You may book tickets and dining from Tuesday 24 October.
THE

SCHOOL OF HIPPOCRATES the physician proposed donation £700

Hippocrates members are invited with three guests to a behind-the-scenes opera
house tour From the Pit to the Attic guided by CEO Wasfi Kani. There will be a Grand
Winter Dinner (in 2017 it was at the Mansion House), an invitation to the stage during
the opera season and all the special events listed below.
Book tickets and dining from Tuesday 14 November.
THE

SCHOOL OF ARCHIMEDES the great inventor proposed donation £375

CONTRIBUTE ONLINE grangeparkopera.co.uk/support-us/
OR RING THE OFFICE and pay with a credit card (01962 73 73 73)
OR COMPLETE THE FORM and post with a cheque payable to “Grange Park Opera”

Archimedes members are invited to an opera house tour From the Pit to the Attic
guided by CEO Wasfi Kani. There will be an Archimedes soirée.

I WISH TO CONTRIBUTE TO GRANGE PARK OPERA £

THE

Please post to Grange Park Opera, Sutton Manor Farm, Bishops Sutton, Alresford, SO24 0AA

There will be a Plato soirée; you may book tickets and dining from Tuesday 9 January.

HM Revenue & Customs has asked us to point out that donations of lesser and greater amounts are acceptable and that tickets are not
guaranteed. Gift Aid declaration below.

NAME

..........................................................................................

PROGRAMME CREDIT

...........................................................

Please give title, forename and surname. You may wish your gift to be anonymous. If you leave
this blank we will use the name above

EMAIL

..........................................................................................

SIGNATURE.................................................................................
DATE.............................................................................................
TEL DAY/MOBILE.......................................................................
TEL EVE

.......................................................................................

ADDRESS

....................................................................................

....................................................................................................... 		
......................................POSTCODE

...........................................

GIFT AID DECLARATION for Grange Park
Opera (1068046) and sister charity Pimlico
Opera (1003836)
[
] I am a UK Taxpayer
[
] I do not pay UK tax
I confirm I have paid or will pay an amount of
Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax for each tax
year (6 April to 5 April) that is at least equal to the
amount of tax that all the charities or Community
Amateur Sports Clubs that I donate to will reclaim
on my gifts for that tax year. I understand that
other taxes such as VAT and Council Tax do
not qualify. I understand the charity will reclaim
25p of tax on every £1 that I give on or after 1st
September 2012. Please notify us if you: want
to cancel this declaration, change your name or
home address or no longer pay sufficient tax on
your income and/or capital gains. If you pay Income
Tax at the higher or additional rate and want to
receive the additional tax relief due to you, you
must include all your Gift Aid donations on your
Self-Assessment tax return or ask HM Revenue
and Customs to adjust your tax code.

7 J U N E – 14 J U LY 2 018
VERDI UN BALLO IN MASCHERA • GOUNOD ROMÉO & JULIETTE
RODGERS & HAMMERSTEIN OKLAHOMA! • AND MORE

Book tickets and dining from Tuesday 5 December.
SCHOOL OF PLATO the philosopher proposed donation £250

Public booking opens Tuesday 6 February.
SPONSOR

AN

ARM

OR A

LEG,

A

COWGIRL

OR AN

ASSASSIN . . . from £2,000

We will team you up with your perfect musical limbs and after the performance, you
join them on the stage. Your gift will be credited prominently in the festival programme.
See also Department of Revels above.
‘Imaginative and intelligent – Wagner’s epic shines in a compelling staging with a strong cast’
DIE WALKÜRE  THE ARTS DESK
‘Grange Park Opera comes of age with this brilliantly cast Jenufa’
JENUFA  MAIL ON SUNDAY

Be part of it . . .

‘Superb performances do Janácek’s masterpiece proud’
JENUFA  THE DAILY TELEGRAPH
‘It was quite a coup for Grange Park Opera
to secure star tenor Joseph Calleja for his first try at Cavaradossi’
TOSCA  THE FINANCIAL TIMES

CONTACT

CHARLOTTE POMROY • DAISY MAY SMEDDLE • JACK RUSH

info@grangeparkopera.co.uk

01962 73 73 73

WWW.GRANGEPARKOPERA.CO.UK

Task 2

‘West Horsley Place is a glorious sprawling ancient house,
grand but welcoming, formal gardens with secret corners for picnickers,
a Crinkle-Crankle wall (too majestic to describe), an orchard of
aged fruit trees and a glorious sense of history and occasion.
It was a demi-Eden waiting to be reborn through
the generosity of Bamber & Christina Gascoigne, and
the energy and passion of everyone who loves Grange Park Opera.
I hope you will join us.’

finish the opera house
and build some loos
THE

150 PIONEERS

JOANNA LUMLEY

PATRON JOANNA LUMLEY

To date there are 121 like-minded pioneering souls building the new opera house – affectionately
known as the Theatre in the Woods. Donor levels reflect the pioneering spirit of the project.
SOPWITH
Surrey aviator

Thomas Sopwith’s first solo flight in 1910 crashed after 300 yards.
Soon after he won a £4,000 prize for the longest flight from England to
Europe and from the winnings he set up the Sopwith School of Flying
at Brooklands. From Kingston upon Thames, the Sopwith Aviation
Company produced 18,000+ World War I planes, including 5,747
Sopwith Camel single-seat fighters.

£20,000

TURING
breaker of the Enigma code
£50,000

Alan Turing was undoubtedly a genius. He was also a long-distance
runner (he would sometimes run from Bletchley Park to London for
meetings), he was prone to hay fever (in the first week of June he
would wear a gas mask whilst cycling to the office) and he cherished his
mug (he chained it to the radiator to prevent it being stolen).

In 1957 the Soviet Union launched Sputnik, a 23” diameter metal
SPUTNIK
the first artificial Earth satellite sphere with four antennae to broadcast radio pulses. Clearly visible
£100,000

naming a row in the Stalls

from earth, it caused consternation and triggered the Space Race. The
satellite transmitted signals for 21 days until the batteries ran out.
The term beatnik was inspired by Sputnik.

HADRON COLLIDER
£200,000 + naming a box, the balcony . . . . prices on request
Pioneer donations may be spread over 3-5 years. Pioneers have priority to dine in the house (Turings & Sputniks first
priority; Sopwiths second priority); they will be acknowledged in the theatre, the Festival Programme and online for
30 years. Sopwiths will be invited to book early for 10 seasons and to two post-performance cast par ties (subject to
capacity); Turings & Sputniks will be invited to book early for life and invited to post-performance cast par ties at all
attendances (subject to capacity).

THE

CIRCLE

OF

VIRTUOUS ENTERPRISE

PATRON BRYN TERFEL

AT W E S T H O R S L E Y P L AC E , S U R R E Y

£3,000

The Circle celebrates not only the ‘virtuous’ but also the ‘convivial’ enterprise of 500 people. At
the time of going to press, 409 virtuous people had stepped forward. They are acknowledged
on a scroll in the opera house for 20 years.
A 99-year lease makes this a building for many generations. Why not take places for your
children or grandchildren?

SOMEHOW WE DID IT . . . but, having
started, we must finish.
The opera house drum will be faced in brick
with a raised diamond pattern and on the
north elevation, a green oak face will “lose”
the building in the woods.
The fanfare balcony will summon the
audience from their secret picnic corners.
There is much to do internally with fittings,
finishes & decoration to floors, ceilings and
the balcony fronts.
In the Cowan vestibule will run the GPO
signature model railway travelling to Milan,
Bayreuth, Esterhaza (Hungary) and back to
Horsley. Any rolling stock lingering in your
attic will be put to good use.

Equally thrilling is the Lavatorium Rotundum –
a tiny opera house offspring – tucked away in
trees close by. Women’s loos have the lion’s
share of the space.
Foregathering and mingling is an important
element of the evening. The new colonnade
is made of tree trunks and reconciles the
geometry of the building with the disorder
of the woods.
In a later phase, we hope to add an external
spiral staircase, taking the audience to the
grand tier and balcony with spectacular
views across tree tops to the Surrey Hills and
to the Wey valley.
All we need is love . . . and money.

‘Britain has a new opera house. The theatre has excellent sightlines and
clear supportive acoustics. Its potential is enormous’
THE TIMES

‘From what we know of Wagner he would have been
delighted by the idea of a Theatre in the Woods’
THE FINANCIAL TIMES

‘Like a giant mushroom, Britain’s newest opera house, the Theatre in the Woods, has soared
from nothing, towering between the trees . . . With a tangible sense of excitement,
the first ever audiences have clambered in with high expectations,
but few will have imagined just how big a treat they were in for’
CULTURE WHISPER

What next
in the
woods?

