
Lasting Powers of Attorney
1. What is a Lasting Power of Attorney and why do I need one?

A Lasting Power of Attorney (LPA) is a legal document which allows you to appoint 

someone that you trust as an ‘Attorney’ to make decisions on your behalf. Attorneys 

can make decisions for you when you no longer wish to, are unavailable for any 

reason or when you lack the mental capacity to do so.

An Attorney acts during your lifetime unlike an Executor appointed in your Will who 

only acts from the date of your death.

The population in the UK is ageing, with older adults making up a larger proportion of 

the general population. Losing mental capacity through illness or old age is a fact of 

life and although it will not happen to everyone, it should be prepared for.

Completing an LPA could provide you with peace of mind gained from the knowledge 

that you have someone whom you trust to make important decisions on your behalf 

if and when you are no longer able to make them yourself. Illness can strike suddenly 

and at any age so this is something best dealt with now.

We believe that making an LPA may prove to be one of the most important decisions 

you could make in terms of planning for your future financial and personal security.

2.  What if I don’t make a LPA?
If you lose your ability to look after yourself in the future and you have not made a LPA, 

then an application to the Court will need to be made to appoint someone suitable 

to look after your affairs. This can be a time consuming, expensive and therefore very 

stressful process for loved ones at a time when they have to come to terms with your 

loss of mental capacity.

3. Types of LPAs

There are two types of power of attorney, one for your Property and Financial Affairs, 

and one for your Personal Health and Welfare:-

Property and Financial Affairs LPA
A Property and Financial Affairs LPA lets you choose one or more individuals to make 

property and financial affairs decisions for you. Once your LPA has been registered with 

the Court your attorney(s) can make decisions for you when you still have capacity if that 

is what you want, as well as when you lack capacity. For example it may be easier for you 

to give your attorney the power to carry out tasks such as:
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• Selling property on your behalf

• Paying your bills and managing your finances

• Handling your investments

You can revoke an LPA at any time whilst you still have capacity to do so even after 

registration has taken place. 

Health and Welfare LPA

A Health and Welfare LPA allows you to choose one or more individuals to make 

decisions for you about your personal health and welfare.

You can give your attorney(s) the power to make decisions about any or all of your 

health and welfare matters. This can include making decisions on things such as:

• medical treatment

• where you live and receive care

• accepting or refusing types of health care

4. Who should I appoint as my Attorney?

The choice of attorney is a personal decision for you. You should choose someone whom 

you consider to be trustworthy and reliable. Your attorney is legally bound to act in your best 

interests. Many individuals choose a close family member but you could choose a trusted 

friend. You can have more than one attorney and also replacement Attorney’s.

5. How we can help and how much will it cost?

• We ensure that we fully understand your circumstances, and advise you on 

which LPA (if not both) would suit your circumstances.

• We will, produce all of the relevant documents for you to sign, arrange for the 

independent certificate provider required and registration with the Office of the 

Public Guardian (OPG) - this is required before your attorney can act.

• Please contact us for a quote. We can discount our fees depending on which 

LPA’s we are preparing and for how many people. There is a OPG fee of £110 

to pay on registering each LPA, in certain circumstances you may be exempt 

from paying this fee and we will advise you whether you are eligible for this and 

produce the relevant forms for you to sign

• Registration with the OPG is currently taking between 10 to 14 weeks to complete. 

Immediate registration is not essential but we recommend this so that your attorney will 

be in a position to act without delay when registration has been completed.

Make Your Appointment
To make an appointment at any one of our offices : Birmingham  

Cheltenham | Hereford | London | Worcester | Wye Valley 

Jessica Beddows in Worcester on 01905 744817 or Cheltenham 01242 268025


