
Defence, 
Security 
and the 
Forces



Our clients supply goods 
and services without 
which people die.

Britain’s armed forces 
are recognised to be the 
most professional military 
service in the world.

The best deserve the best – in 
service, after service, and 
supplying the service.

We aim to provide the best 
legal service exactly as the 
sector deserves and requires.

Our Defence and Security Team 
provide a full suite of legal 
services to businesses large and 
small, operating locally, nationally 
and internationally, supplying 
a vast range of defence and 

security related goods and 
services, as well as serving and 
former members of the defence, 
security and forces sector.

We understand the commercial 
and financial pressures on 
you, whether in your business 
or in your personal life and our 
objective is always to deliver 
outstanding value for money 
and excellent client care.

We operate with speed, 
maintaining fluid and open 
communications and 
ensure we understand your 
objectives and required 
outcomes before we begin.

We pride ourselves on being 
easy to work with, commercially 
astute and proactive in all we do.

Why Harrison Clark Rickerbys?



Our clients regularly tell us that we offer speedy, 
common sense, no nonsense support that 
is relevant to their business. They tell us that 
they feel comfortable as we offer financial 
strength, deep resource, and extraordinarily 
good value because we run our business in 
line with the advice we give to our clients. We 
succeed if our clients succeed and that gives 
us a common objective in everything we do.

Richard Morgan

Partner, Head of Defence, 

Security and the Forces





Meet The Team
Consistent quality and innovative 

service delivery is our priority. Our 

reputation depends on it. 

We have 48 partners and 350 staff in total, 

providing technical excellence around the 

clock. Our team trained and worked at large 

city firms such as Norton Rose, Eversheds, 

CMS Cameron McKenna, DLA Piper, 

Decherts, Pinsent Masons, Gateley, Wragge 

& Co, Shoosmiths and Anthony Collins.

Our Defence, Security and the Forces 

team are selected for their experience and 

expertise in providing legal advice to this 

sector. We also work closely with a number 

of consultants who have had a considerable 

number of years working in the sector.

Richard Morgan and Richard Wilkey head the 

team, and work closely with Rear Admiral Philip 

Wilcocks CB DSC DL, our Defence Consultant. 

We operate internationally; our teams 

benefit from our membership of MSi Global, 

a network of over 250 firms of accountants 

and lawyers in more than 100 countries. 

Our offices are in Cheltenham, Hereford, 

Ross-on-Wye, Thames Valley and Worcester, 

making our cost base considerably lower 

than bigger city firms, but being well placed 

at the heart of a region where some of 

the most specialist defence, security and 

the forces equipment manufacturers 

and service providers are located. 

We also have serviced offices in Birmingham 

and London, but we are happy to meet 

with you wherever you may be based.
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How might we help you? 
For those thinking of leaving the Forces and 

wanting to set up in business, through to 

established manufacturers and suppliers of 

specialist equipment and those providing 

close protection security personnel both in 

the UK and abroad – we are able to advise.

We have long-established connections 

with reputable law firms internationally, so 

if you do business abroad, we are able to 

provide seamless advice by putting you in 

touch with other legal advisors of a similar 

high-standing in your destination country. 

Free legal helpline

Alongside our bespoke legal advice 

we also provide the Harrison Clark 

Rickerbys Defence, Security and the 

Forces free legal helpline which can 

be accessed by telephone, LinkedIn or 

email and all advice is free of charge. 

For those retaining Harrison Clark Rickerbys 

for further work following the initial free 

consultation, fees are discounted by 20% 

from standard hourly rates for the first 

instruction or matter, and by 10% for the 

second and subsequent instructions. 

Keep the Defence, Security 

and the Forces help line card 

in your purse or wallet.

For full terms and conditions, 

please visit our website 

www.hcrlaw.com

0844 241 6102



We guarantee a 
response to any 
enquiry within 
a maximum 
of 24 hours.





“We have been a client of Harrison Clark 
Rickerbys for sometime.  Our business is 
defence, aerospace, technology and a 

myriad of other industries.  We have always 
found them to be very dynamic and helpful 

in the areas of law, litigation, business 
practice and HR.   

All of the services they provide are tailor-
made to assist our business in going forward 

and enable us to be fully focused on our core 
business; we allow them to look after the 

issues that cause concern and distraction.”  

Duncan Williams , Chairman  
IA Technology Ltd 

Defence and Security Sector clients



Our Business 
Guide
Our regular guide enables businesses to 

monitor MOD and other procurement tenders 

and business joint ventures and opportunities 

notified by our clients and associates, follow 

legal and commercial developments in the 

sector, and link to articles on relevant issues.

Defence and 
Security Network
By joining our forum you will receive alerts, 

updates, articles, invitations to events and news 

from our Defence, Security and the Forces Team.

You will also have direct access to other 

businesses who are part of our Defence and 

Security Group or who are serviced by our 

Team, and will be able to send and receive 

messages directly to and from other members.

Discounted Fixed 
Price Services
We provide generic document templates to cover 

a host of legal and regulatory requirements.  

For businesses bidding for MOD and other 

public procurement contracts, this can 

provide an instant solution for those who do 

not have existing policies and procedures 

required by the tender application.  

For an additional, discounted fee, the documents 

can be tailored to your specific requirements, or 

bespoke “one off” documents created for you.  

The templates can cover: company formation, 

shareholder agreements, partnerships, franchises, 

intellectual property, data protection, and more.

Follow us on Twitter @hcrdef_sec

www.hcrlaw.com/defence-linkedin



Harrison Clark 
Rickerbys 
Company 
Secretarial
We will be your registered office, maintain 

your statutory books, complete and file your 

annual returns at Companies House, record 

resolutions etc – all for a modest annual fee.

Eagle HR
A ‘cradle to grave’ HR service for those 

companies who do not have a full in-house 

HR department. There are various levels of 

service available to you, depending upon 

the extent of your requirements. For further 

information visit www.eaglehr.co.uk 

Training
We provide regular legal seminars and 

training events on a variety of Defence 

and Security related subjects.

For groups of delegates of 20 or 

more at a single venue, we will tailor 

seminars to your requirements, and 

provide them at your premises.

In-House and 
Consultancy
We can provide paralegals and qualified 

lawyers to work for you in-house on 

temporary and fixed-term contracts.

We offer access to our In-House Counsel 

Services and regular up-date seminars and 

training events for your retained lawyers.

You will also have access to business and 

strategic consultancy services via our 

retained Defence and Security Consultants. 

for further information visit  

www.hcrlaw.com/business/in-house-counsel/



Our clients...
... Have great things to say about us and are our strongest advocates.

“ … we provide Security 
Solutions to a wide base 
of clients nationally and 
internationally. On occasions 
we have had to deal with 
complex contracts involving 
international law. Harrison 
Clark Rickerbys’ team have 
managed to successfully 
conclude and confirm our 
procedures will be safe 
guarded. They have the 
experience and indepth 
knowledge that enables us to 
concentrate on our business 
in hand leaving them to deal 

with the small print.” 

Dave Allison, MD  
Octaga Security Services Ltd

“ We recently had cause to seek 
professional legal advice after the 
threat of a commercial injunction 
was raised against us. This was a 
major concern for our company and 
a distraction to our business. Upon 
recommendation, we contacted 
Harrison Clark Rickerbys who very 
quickly established the facts and 
corresponded professionally on 
our behalf. Throughout this period 
our appointed lawyer on the team 
provided us with calm professional 
advice, delivered in a reassuring 
manner. The outcome was favourable 
for us and we are extremely grateful 
to the HCR team for the professional 

services they’ve provided to date.” 

Seb Wiles, Director 
Serbus Ltd





What we do for our clients

The range of work we carry out for 
clients is many and varied.  Please 
see a few examples here:

Defence

A client’s vital supplies to the MOD were 

maintained despite a serious security 

breach – when interruption could have 

compromised the safety of serving 

men and women in Afghanistan. 

Security

A security company who had been 

contracted to protect a foreign royal family 

ran the risk of being exposed to litigation 

which they could not afford to lose.

Acquisition

A tube manipulation company wished 

to purchase an American group. Our 

international experience in handling overseas 

deals was very important in terms of the 

project management and due diligence 

that was carried out on the target.

Buy-out

A security alarms business wished to buy-

out the company from it’s Israeli parent. Our 

private equity and international transaction 

experience was invaluable in ensuring the 

transaction went smoothly. We dealt with the 

in-house legal team of the parent company 

and unravelled historic international ties, as 

well as dealing with the complexities and 

required protections arising from the sensitive 

nature of some of the company’s products.

International trade

A security company with 150 employees 

providing a full range of services, including 

close personal protection and surveillance 

throughout the UK instructed us to assume 

conduct of all existing legal issues, 

covering corporate acquisitions, property 

transactions, employment issues and dispute 

resolution.  We also helped them set up a 

new office in Libya, which we were able 

to undertake in partnership with our MSI 

global associates in the Middle East.

Full Case Studies available on our website



Corporate Social 
Responsibility

Harrison Clark Rickerbys are keen 

supporters of the charities that support 

those that serve in the Forces.

Whether we are cycling to France in aid 

of Help for Heros or raising valuable funds 

from our ball in aid of the Royal British 

Legion, we know that putting something 

back into the communities that give so 

much for our Country is important.

“... a commercial firm 
with partners and staff 
well able to serve the 
diverse needs of the 

business client. It is 
refreshing to receive 

partner level and 
personal service from 

outstandingly able, 
experienced and 
diligent lawyers.” 

James Stirk, Former Head of Legal 
Tarmac Group

Jon Whitbread 
cycling for 
Help for 
Heroes Charity



Cheltenham T:+44 (0)1242 224422 

Hereford T:+44 (0)1432 349670 

Ross-on-Wye T:+44 (0)1989 562377 
Thames Valley   T:+44  (0)118 9256100 

Worcester  T:+44   (0)1905 612001

Serviced Offices

London  T: +44 (0)207 014 3360

Birmingham T: +44 (0)121 237 6009

info@hcrlaw.com   www.hcrlaw.com

Ellenborough House, Wellington Street, Cheltenham, GL50 1YD

Thorpe House, 29 Broad Street, Hereford, HR4 9AR

6 High Street, Ross-on-Wye, HR9 5HL

200 Brook Drive, Green Park, Reading, Berkshire, RG2 6UB

5 Deansway, Worcester, WR1 2JG




