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Harrison Clark Rickerbys, a leading law firm of 370 staff, is proud to 
introduce HCR Law International.  This is HCR’s dedicated team of 
lawyers experienced in dealing with international business matters. 
We offer a real alternative to  London law firms, and cover southern 
and central England.

We advise

• Overseas companies, banks and their legal advisers doing business in the UK

• Foreign private individuals with legal issues in the UK

• UK companies doing business overseas, through our own network of  

trusted foreign law firms

Our clients say we are easy to work with, and provide high quality advice.  
We do all this at rates that are sometimes less than half those of City firms.

Why are we easy to work with?

We don’t push everything down to junior 

lawyers. Partners and senior lawyers 

do the bulk of the work so that you are 

guaranteed daily access to someone 

who knows the answers and can make 

decisions. We use small, tight teams so that 

you know who you are dealing with and 

costs are kept under control. If you are 

an overseas lawyer instructing us, we are 

happy to work whichever way you require – 

we will not try to take over the deal. 

How can we do this?

We attract top quality lawyers who wish 

to do high grade work while living outside 

London.  Our overheads are substantially 

lower (about 20 per cent of London costs) 

and this is reflected in our competitive rates.



Our local expertise

In addition to our national offering, we 

have strong local connections. We are 

aware that local knowledge is vitally 

important and very few other firms can 

compete with us on our home turf.

Lower costs

Our regional locations allow us a 

considerably lower cost base than 

bigger city firms. We have developed an 

enterprising culture, one that has acted 

as a magnet for some of the brightest 

and best legal talent who trained and 

worked at well known City firms, and  

in-house at bluechip companies such 

as  IBM and Microsoft. 

Making life easier for you

As part of our drive to make life easier for 

overseas clients and their legal advisers, we 

publish a quarterly newsletter covering the 

latest developments in English investment and 

commercial law. 

Our worldwide network

Clients often need advice in several 

countries. We have developed a 

worldwide network of independent law 

firms who reflect our high standards of 

quality and service delivery.  Each firm in 

our network is selected for their ability to 

provide excellent and responsive client 

service, commercial advice and value for 

money. We invest considerable resource 

in developing and maintaining these 

non-exclusive relationships to enable 

us to provide a seamless international 

service to our clients.

“We (G.B.R. Industries Ltd) sell products all 
over the world and that means engaging 
with foreign business partners and working 
with people you can trust. HCR understand 
exactly what we are trying to achieve and 
have helped us facilitate and forge some 
strong business relationships overseas.”

Jamie Wilde, Director, G.B.R. Industries Ltd



“The Harrison Clark Rickerbys team have been 
a fantastic addition to our team with local, 
cost effective highly professional legal advice. 
Particularly guiding us on foreign law dealing 
with other companies abroad and selling 
our products in other markets. We cannot 
recommend HCR highly enough”

Rebekah Howard, Operations Director, ADEY Professional Heating Solutions



How we support our overseas clients 
Banking and Finance

Whatever your requirements, big or small, 

whether you are a lender or a borrower, we 

are here to make your life easier for all your 

banking and finance needs. We provide 

English legal support to overseas lenders 

and their legal advisers on financing of real 

estate, corporate acquisitions, and projects.

Business immigration

Transferring your staff to work in the UK, 

be it on a long term or short term basis 

(or for frequent short visits), can be a 

daunting prospect when faced with 

the complexities of the UK immigration 

system. However, we are here to help. Our 

pragmatic and easily accessible advice 

will guide you through.

Real estate and property

We understand that commercial property 

negotiations can appear quite complicated, 

particularly for overseas clients and their 

legal advisers who may not be familiar with 

English law concepts. Whether you are 

setting up business in England, acquiring an 

English business or investing in commercial 

property in England, our approach is to 

make the process simple.

Corporate – overseas investment 
into the UK

Our corporate team prides itself on its 

practical and commercial approach 

to clients’ legal needs. We are 

responsive and we recognise that good 

communication is a vital part of providing 

a high quality service. We can guide 

you through the deal, from MOU and DD 

through to closing and post-completion.

Debt Recovery

Recovering a debt from a UK company 

or individual using our specialist debt 

recovery service is surprisingly simple  

and effective. Our debt recovery 

service operates on a fixed fee structure, 

making it easy for clients to keep track 

of costs. 

Employment

Our employment team acts for a number 

of multi-national and foreign-owned 

businesses operating in the UK. We enjoy 

long-term and trusted relationships with the 

businesses we work with, who like to view 

us as an extension of their HR function. We 

advise on a wide range of topics reflecting 

the whole range of employment.

Insolvency

Our insolvency team has a long 

established reputation for providing 

advice and guidance in relation 

to every insolvency situation. The 

team includes a number of licensed 

insolvency practitioners, which, as a 

result, enables them to deal with the 

most complex of matters, including 

cross-border issues.

Intellectual Property

Our intellectual property team has extensive 

experience in all areas of law and the often-

complex commercial agreements relating 

to the use and development of technology 

and IP in your business. Our expertise includes 

everything from large-scale outsourcing 

projects and international trade mark and 

patent litigation, to commercialising software 

and protecting your IP. 
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Litigation & Dispute Resolution

All businesses, however well managed, will, 

at some stage, find themselves involved in 

disputes with suppliers, customers, trading 

partners or professional advisers. When 

an international dispute arises, there are a 

number of additional factors to be addressed 

such as language, complicated bureaucracy 

and unfamiliar legal systems. We are 

experienced in assisting in such cases. 

Technology & Information Law

Our technology and information law 

team was one of the first in the UK. It 

specialises in providing expert advice 

on all aspects of technology and 

information law. This includes the often-

complex commercial agreements 

relating to the use and development of 

technology and IT in your business.

How we help UK businesses abroad
Commercial

Our commercial team consists of 

lawyers specialising in banking 

and finance, construction, IT and 

e-commerce, intellectual property, 

public procurement and commercial 

contracts. We regularly advise UK 

exporters and other clients looking to 

do business overseas.

Corporate

Our team consists of lawyers with plenty of 

experience in international transactions, in 

particular looking after UK clients who are 

buying or selling businesses or setting up 

operations overseas. Recent international 

experience includes buying a large 

manufacturing group based in America.

Litigation & Dispute Resolution

Disputes overseas must be project 

managed carefully, and the right forum 

for dispute resolution is crucial.  We are 

familiar with the tricks of jurisdiction 

shopping, the pros and cons of arbitration, 

court litigation, and mediation.  We’re also 

experienced in cross-border enforcement 

and working with local counsel in many 

different countries.

“The team offered clear, knowledgeable and 
sensible advice delivered with Bottlegreen’s interests 
at heart, and in return for reasonable remuneration”

Simon Speers, Managing Partner, Bottlegreen Drinks



“We were delighted with the City quality 
advice provided by the team on this 
important and complex transaction. They 
were efficient, proactive and worked round 
the clock to get us over the line”

Gaute Gravir, Group Legal Counsel, Imarex, Norway



Our International team

Nicolas Groffman, Partner, Head of International

+44 (0)118 925 6005 | +44 (0)7816 592934 | ngroffman@hcrlaw.com

Specialises in investment projects, with experience in renewable energy, 

media and telecoms, healthcare and education, and food.

Nicolas has spent 16 years working overseas and he both speaks and reads 

Chinese. 

Rod Thomas, Managing Partner, Head of Corporate

+44 (0)1905 744888  |  +44 (0)7771 908904  |  rthomas@hcrlaw.com

• Corporate structures 

• Mergers and acquisitions

• Banking and finance

• Private equity funding

Arpinder Dhillon, Partner, Corporate, Head of Business Services in the Wye Valley

+44 (0)1905 744810 | +44 (0)7958 134 281 | adhillon@hcrlaw.com

• Business asset sales and purchases

• Share sales and purchases

• Management buy-outs

• Shareholders’ agreements and constitutional documents

• Corporate/business reorganisations and restructures

• Mergers and joint ventures

Richard Wilkey, Partner, Head of Corporate in Cheltenham

+44 (0)1242 216254 | +44 (0)7817 447881 | rwilkey@hcrlaw.com

• Private equity

• International corporate transactions

• Mergers, acquisitions and disposals

Nick Wagstaffe, Partner, Corporate

+44 (0)118 925 6098 | nwagstaffe@hcrlaw.com

• Corporate structure

• Mergers and Acquisitions

• Joint ventures



Tim Walker, Partner, Banking and Finance

+44 (0)1242 246 469 | +44 (0)7715 060366 | twalker@hcrlaw.com 

• Banking and asset finance

• Cross-border secured lending

Claire Thompson, Partner, Employment and Immigration

+44 (0)1905 746462 | +44 (0)7824 622474 | cthompson@hcrlaw.com

•  Head of Business Immigration group

• Labour law and employment

• Can advise on contentious and non-contentious labour issues

Matt Jenkin, Partner and Head of Employment in Thames Valley

+44 (0)118 925 6100 | mjenkin@hcrlaw.com

• Employment contracts, policies and procedures

• Termination agreements and senior executive disputes

• Post-termination restrictions

• Employment tribunal claims

Elizabeth Beatty, Partner, Litigation

+44 (0)1905 746471 | +44 (0)7969 791 915 | ebeatty@hcrlaw.com

• Commercial contract disputes

• Sale and supply of goods and services disputes Warranty, 

misrepresentation and product liability claims Arbitration Alternative 

Dispute Resolution

Derek Jones, Partner, Litigation and Insolvency/Corporate Recovery,  

Head of Thames Valley Office

+44 (0)118 925 6401 | djones@hcrlaw.com

• High value and complex commercial litigation

• Licensed insolvency practitioner

• Resolves all manner of disputes, including in health and social care 

• Solicitor Advocate with Higher Rights of Audience in the Civil Courts 

of England and Wales 

• Accredited Mediator

• Fellow of the International Bar Association

Robert Capper, Partner, Head of Commercial

+44 (0)1905 744814 | +44 (0)7909 970 323 | rcapper@hcrlaw.com

• Agency and distribution agreements

• Manufacturing, supply and outsourcing agreements

• INCO terms and conditions

• Joint venture and co-operation agreements



Rob Cobley, Partner, Intellectual Property, Terms and Conditions

+44 (0)1905 744806 | +44 (0)7791 894 955 | rcobley@hcrlaw.com

• Information technology and intellectual property

• European and worldwide trade mark and patent protection, 

enforcement and commercialisation

• Technology licensing

• Data protection and freedom of information

Matt Hayes, Partner, Commercial and Residential Property, 

Head of Hereford office

+44 (0)1432 349662 | +44 (0)7879 498160 | mchayes@hcrlaw.com

• Commercial property sales, purchases and mortgages

• Can advise in relation to easements, rights and covenants affecting land

• Development agreements, options, promotion agreements and 

overage (uplift clauses)

Mark Fabian, Partner, Head of Commercial Property

+44 (0)1242 246420 |+44 (0)7834 573 572 | mfabian@hcrlaw.com

• Commercial lease transactions and renewals

• Freehold and leasehold sales and purchases

• Secured property finance and re-finance transactions

• Property development

Jon Whitbread, Partner, Head of Insolvency and Recoveries

+44 (0)1242 216175  |  +44 (0)7815 754839  |  jwhitbread@hcrlaw.com

• Restructuring companies and negotiating with key stakeholders (eg. 

banks)

• Finance, insolvency and recoveries

• Corporate and personal insolvency matters

• Can advise on loans and security

“I wanted to express my sincere gratitude for 
your help over the last year.  Your technical 
expertise in cross-border financing, prompt 
turnarounds and easy working style, coupled 
with very reasonable rates, have been a real 
boon for our organisation and for our investees” 

 Amélie Baudot, Head of Legal, AgDevCo Limited



“Your support has been crucial in 
demonstrating our ability to produce 
excellent and to the point English law advice 
under time pressure”

Oslo lawyer



 www.hcrlaw.com | @HCRlaw

With you every step of the way 

Our UK offices
Birmingham T: +44 (0)121 454 0739 53 Calthorpe Road, Edgbaston, Birmingham, B15 1TH

Cheltenham T: +44 (0)1242 224422 Ellenborough House, Wellington St, Cheltenham, GL50 1YD

Hereford T: +44 (0)1432 349670 Thorpe House, 29 Broad Street, Hereford, HR4 9AR

Thames Valley T: +44 (0)118 925 6100 200 Brook Drive, Green Park, Reading, RG2 6UB

Worcester T: +44 (0)1905 612001 5 Deansway, Worcester, WR1 2JG

Wye Valley T: +44 (0)1989 562377 6 High Street, Ross-on-Wye, HR9 5HL

By Appointment: London

“Many thanks, it’s great to finally get 
there and in a large part that’s due to 
the efforts of you and the rest of the 
HCR team, your support through the 
transaction has been fantastic”

Christopher Kemp, Euristix Limited


