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YORKSHIRE IS ODDS-ON FAVOURITE TO CLAIM 'GREATEST CONTRIBUTION TO BRITISH
ARCHITECTURE"- AS THE HEPWORTH WAKEFIELD IS SHORTLISTED FOR 2012 RIBA STIRLING
PRIZE

For those partial to a bet, the odds are looking favourable for Yorkshire to claim the ‘greatest contribution to
architecture’ as The Hepworth Wakefield is shortlisted for the prestigious 2012 RIBA Stirling Prize.

Celebrating the best of new British architecture, the RIBA Stirling Prize is now in its 17" year and is the highest
architectural accolade available within the UK. The winning finalist will be announced at a special event in
Manchester on Saturday 13 October and will receive the award, plus a £20,000 prize from the Royal Institute
of British Architects (RIBA).

The six buildings competing for this year's title (including betting odds from William Hill) are:

1. The Hepworth Wakefield, Yorkshire by David Chipperfield Architects (William Hill odds: 3/1)
2. London Olympic Stadium by Populous (William Hill odds: 5/1)

3. The Lyric Theatre,Belfast by O'Donnell + Tuomey (William Hill odds: 4/1)

4. Maggie's Centre, Gartnavel, Glasgow by OMA (William Hill odds: 9/2)

5. New Court, London by OMA with Allies and Morrison (William Hill odds: 4/1)

6. Sainsbury Laboratory, Cambridge by Stanton Williams (William Hill odds: 7/2)

The gallery is currently leading a reader poll by The Guardian newspaper, with 44% of the vote, followed by
Lyric Theatre, Belfast at 22%; The Sainsbury Laboratory, Cambridge at 13%; Maggie’s Centre, Gartnavel,
Glasgow at 10% with the London Olympic Stadium at 7% and New Court, London taking last place with 4%.
Visit the online poll at: http://www.quardian.co.uk/artanddesign/poll/2012/jul/23/stirling-prize-2012-architecture-

poll

Simon Wallis, Director of The Hepworth Wakefield said: “We are delighted for Wakefield that the gallery has
been shortlisted for the UK's most prestigious architecture prize, which recognises the quality of the building
designed by Sir David Chipperfield. It's a superb gallery in which to experience world-class art and its design
has played a central part in our enormous popularity with the public. We hope Wakefield can claim the Stirling
Prize this year.

Councillor Peter Box CBE, Leader of Wakefield Council, said: “I am really pleased to hear the excellent news
that The Hepworth Wakefield and its distinctive design has been short listed for the 2012 RIBA Stirling Prize.”
He added: “It is a magnificent gallery and brings thousands of people every month to our city and district and |
am proud that it is gaining this well-deserved, national recognition.”

The Hepworth Wakefield is designed by the only previous RIBA Stirling Prize winner amongst this year's
shortlisted architects, with David Chipperfield Architects winning in 2007 for the Museum of Modern Literature
in Marbach,Germany. Shortlisted for the third year running, David Chipperfield Architects now match Foster +
Partners, who have also been shortlisted for the prize an outstanding eight times.

RIBA President Angela Brady said: “The annual RIBA Stirling Prize celebrates architectural excellence and this
year we have an incredibly strong list of contenders. All of the shortlisted buildings demonstrate the essence of
great architecture; they are human-scale buildings, places to inspire, entertain, educate and comfort their visitors
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and passers-by. Every building not only works beautifully from within but has a superb relationship with its
surroundings, with a strong interplay between the two. They don't shout ‘look at me’ and even the tallest building,
New Court in the City of London, has created good views for passing pedestrians, meeting the challenge of
delivering good urban design in an historic area. The 2012 RIBA Stirling Prize judges have a difficult job to
select a winner from this pool of great talent. | can’t wait to see which project they choose.”

The Hepworth Wakefield has become one of Britain’s most successful art galleries since it opened on 21 May
2011, welcoming nearly 512,000 visitors within its first 12 months of opening. Visitors can enjoy a range of
attractions, including 10 light-filled galleries, learning studios, displays of modern and contemporary art, an
auditorium; a shop; café bar with an outdoor terrace; gardens and a riverside children’s play area. Admission to
the gallery is free.

-ENDS-
MEDIA ENQUIRIES:
For further information, images or to arrange an interview, please contact:

Naomi Roberts: 01924 247392 / naomiroberts@hepworthwakefield.org
Hollie Latham: 01924 247391 / hollielatham@hepworthwakefield.org

The Hepworth Wakefield, Gallery Walk, West Yorkshire, WF1 5SAW

Free admission

Open Tuesday — Sunday, 10am — 5pm and 10am — 9pm, Third Thursday of every month
Closed Mondays (except for Bank Holidays and school holidays)
www.hepworthwakefield.org

01924 247360

Twitter www.twitter.com/HepworthGallery

Facebook www.facebook.com/TheHepworthWakefield

For further press information and full citations please contact:
Beatrice Cooke in the RIBA Press Office / pressoffice@riba.org or 020 7307 3813/07805 173681

Images are available via this link: https://www.box.com/s/6t8871ae/79f26091c/75

EDITOR'S NOTES:

The 2012 RIBA Stirling Prize judges who will visit the six shortlisted buildings and meet for a final time on the
day of the presentation (13 October) to pick the winner are: Sir Nicholas Grimshaw (Chair) — architect and
former president of the Royal Academy; Sir Mark Jones — Master of St Cross College Oxford, and former
Director of the Victoria and Albert Museum; Joanna van Heyningen — architect, van Heyningen & Haward
Architects, UK; Hilde Daem — architect, Robbrecht + Daem, Belgium and Naomi Cleaver — designer, writer and
broadcaster.

Previous winners of the RIBA Stirling Prize include: Evelyn Grace Academy (2011) and MAXXI Museum, Rome
(2010) both by Zaha Hadid Architects; Maggie's Centre at Charing Cross Hospital, London by Rogers Stirk
Harbour + Partners (2009); Accordia housing development by Feilden Clegg Bradley Studios/Alison Brooks
Architects/Macreanor Lavington (2008); The Museum of Modern Literature, Marbach am Neckar, Germany by
David Chipperfield Architects (2007).

The shortlisted buildings will be judged on a range of criteria including design vision, innovation and originality,
capacity to stimulate engage and delight occupants and visitors, accessibility and sustainability, how fit the
building is for its purpose and the level of client satisfaction.

For detailed information about the RIBA Stirling Prize and its history, go to
www.architecture.com/ribastirlingprize
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