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THE HEPWORTH WAKEFIELD WELCOMES  
IT’S 100,000TH VISITOR  

 

/ 
 
The Hepworth Wakefield, Yorkshire’s major new art gallery, has welcomed its 100,000

th
 visitor - less than five 

weeks since it opened. 
 
This milestone has outstripped expectations with visitor numbers now looking to far exceed the first year target of 
150,000. 
 
Husband and wife, Michael and Christine Slater from Thornes in Wakefield were the two lucky visitors who took 
the numbers past 100,000 when they entered the gallery at 2pm on Friday 24 June.  
 
Michael Slater said: “We just popped along to The Hepworth to have a quick look around.  We had no idea we’d 
end up being the 100,000th visitor to the gallery.  Having seen inside, I’d say to anyone who’s not been, come 
and have a look; it’s well worth a visit.”   
 
The couple have won a year’s membership to the gallery and a special Hepworth Wakefield goody bag, including 
artist materials kindly donated by Supplies Team Solutions, based in Normanton.  
 
Simon Wallis, Director of The Hepworth Wakefield said: “We are absolutely thrilled to reach the 100,000 
milestone so early into our opening year.  We’ve had visitors travelling far and wide, including Japan, France and 
even Australia to spend a cultural weekend in Yorkshire, to enjoy The Hepworth Wakefield, Yorkshire Sculpture 
Park, Henry Moore Institute and Leeds Art Gallery.” 
 
He added: “While it’s a great achievement, we know we have to continue the hard work to ensure we build on 
this early success and continue putting Wakefield and Yorkshire on the map.” 
 
The gallery has already provided a huge boost for the local economy.  With tourists visiting a top national 
attraction like The Hepworth Wakefield spending an estimated average of £21 each, the first 100,000 visitors to 
the gallery will have generated £2m worth of income for the local economy, with money being spent in local 
shops, restaurants, cafes, pubs, other attractions and hotels. 
 
Admission to the gallery is free, Eva Rothschild Hot Touch is showing until 22 October.  For further details of the 
gallery and forthcoming exhibitions and events please visit www.hepworthwakefield.org or ring 01924 247360. 
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NOTES TO EDITORS  
 
The new gallery is funded by Founding Partners; Wakefield Council and The Hepworth Estate; Major Funders:, 
Arts Council England and Heritage Lottery Fund with additional funding from European Regional Development 
Fund, Homes and Communities Agency and Yorkshire Forward. 
 
OPENING HOURS 
 
The Hepworth Wakefield, Gallery Walk, West Yorkshire, WF1 5AW 
Admission Free / Open 10am – 6pm (Closed Mondays except for Bank Holidays and school holidays)  
www.hepworthwakefield.org   
 

file:///C:/Users/hlatham/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/MCS5DFHG/naomiroberts@hepworthwakefield.org
http://www.hepworthwakefield.org/


SUPPLIES TEAM SOLUTIONS 
 
The leading supplier of office stationery and electronic office supplies in the UK and Ireland, with over 40 years’ 
experience and one of the only British-based companies in this sector. The company recently relocated its Head 
Office from Bradford to a new site at Normanton.  
 
 
RELATED EVENTS 
 
Following the sell-out success of the gallery’s first special event Eva Rothschild In Conversation, The Hepworth 
Wakefield will be hosting the next events: 
 
Edmund de Waal 
Thursday 30 June, 6.30pm – 8pm 
The critically acclaimed author of The Hare with the Amber Eyes and leading ceramicist will be talking about the 

connections between collecting, identity, memory and architecture. £7 (£5) 
 
Bernd Behr and Owen Hatherley 
Thursday 7 July 6.30 - 8pm 
Artist Bernd Behr and Owen Hatherley, author of A Guide to the New Ruins of Great Britain will discuss the 
current historical and ideological position of Modernist architecture. £7 (£5) 
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