
Watch the artist films in your classroom by clicking on the artists’ names below:

TEACHERS’ NOTES
FOR KS4 & KS5

THE HEPWORTH PRIZE FOR SCULPTURE
21 October 2016 – 19 February 2017

The Hepworth Prize for Sculpture is a new £30,000 award recognising a British or UK- based 
artist who has made a significant contribution to contemporary sculpture. Four artists with a unique 
approach to making sculpture will show their work at The Hepworth Wakefield until 19 February 
2017. The winner will be decided by a panel of judges and announced on 17 November 2016.

SUBJECT CONNECTIONS
Art & Design, Textiles, English, History, Critical Thinking, Psychology, Sociology and General Studies.

STEVEN CLAYDON – GALLERY 6
Steven Claydon was born in London 
in 1969. His works challenges 
commonly held beliefs. He uses 
contrasting materials; combining old 
and new, natural and manmade and 
modern and traditional objects. 

HELEN MARTEN – GALLERY 7
Helen Marten was born in 1985 
in Macclesfield. She is interested 
in how people build relationships 
to objects, and she references our 
coding of the visual world through 
her process of ordering. She explores 
the similarities between images and 
language. 

DAVID MEDALLA – GALLERIES 
8 & 9
David Medalla was born in the 
Philippines in 1942. Influenced by 
places and people, Medalla uses 
multiple cultural perspectives to 
inform his work. He is inspired by 
nature and his memories.

PHYLLIDA BARLOW – GALLERY 10
Phyllida Barlow was born in 
Newcastle in 1944. She creates 
monumental sculptures from 
everyday materials, frequently using 
throwaway or domestic items, and 
often making reference to structures 
we encounter in urban environments.
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BEFORE YOUR VISIT – MEET THE ARTISTS

http://www.hepworthwakefield.org/about/hepworth-prize-for-sculpture/the-hepworth-prize-for-sculpture-shortlist-steven-claydon/
http://www.hepworthwakefield.org/about/hepworth-prize-for-sculpture/the-hepworth-prize-for-sculpture-shortlist-helen-marten/
http://www.hepworthwakefield.org/about/hepworth-prize-for-sculpture/the-hepworth-prize-for-sculpture-shortlist-david-medalla/
http://www.hepworthwakefield.org/about/hepworth-prize-for-sculpture/the-hepworth-prize-for-sculpture-shortlist-phyllida-barlow/


MATERIALS

Can you identify the materials that have been used in the sculptures? How would you describe them? 

Have you seen these materials used before? If so, where and how?

Why do you think the artists chose these particular materials? 

What role do you think the materials play in the work? 

Have a combination of materials and objects been used? If so, how do you think they relate to each 
other? 

While in the gallery you are welcome to use the questions below to encourage your students to think 
critically about the artworks on display. 

RESOURCES AVAILABLE

There are many artworks from all four artists to explore. Please ask our Visitor Experience Assistants 
for more information around each artwork or visit our Room for Debate in Gallery 7 to access artist 
interviews and research materials.

GENERAL QUESTIONS

What is sculpture and what makes it different from other art forms? 

How and why do artists make sculpture today? 

In what ways is sculpture different today to sculpture in the past? (Tip - You can compare to Barbara 
Hepworth’s work in Gallery 5.)
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DURING YOUR VISIT TO THE GALLERY



INTERACTION

What do you think interaction means? 

How do you interact with the artworks in this exhibition? Is this physical or does the artwork provoke 
your thoughts in some way? 

Talk to your classmates. Have you all interacted the same? 

What do you think the artist intends when inviting the audience to interact with their work? 

Does your interaction have an impact on the artwork? Does its meaning change in anyway? 

SENSES 

As you walk around the galleries which of your senses are stimulated?

How do these senses help you experience the work? 

Why do you think the artists have created multisensory work? 

How does this affect your overall experience of the gallery? 

What sense would you choose to explore within your own artwork and what effect would this have 
on the audience viewing your work?
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When back at school use these activities and discussions to promote critical thinking and creativity. 

RESOURCES AVAILABLE

Download the presentation from our website to gain access to images of the artworks on show to 
support the activities and discussions below.

GENERAL QUESTIONS

How did the exhibition make you feel? 

Did the exhibition challenge your perception of sculpture in any way?

What is the most important thing you have learnt from the exhibition? 

How could you use what you’ve learnt in your artwork in the future?

SCALE

When looking at an artwork, does it appear to be large or small? Is it imposing or could it be easily 
overlooked? 

Do the artworks range in scale? If so, why do you think the artists have done this? How does the 
combination affect your ideas about the works?

Do the artworks fill the space or leave gaps? Does this impact on your experience in the gallery?

How have the artists used space and scale to create an impact on viewers? 

If you were to make a sculpture, what scale would you make it and why?
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ACTIVITIES IN THE CLASSROOM AFTER YOUR VISIT



INTERACTION

Create an artwork where the viewer participates. Share the work with friends so that they can 
experience your artwork. Watch how they interact with the work.

How do people interact with your artwork? Is this how you intended people to interact with the 
work? Does the participator contribute to your artwork? 

SCALE AND PERCEPTION

Find space that are different sizes, from a large classroom to a small cupcoard. Create a work that 
fills a space. Try moving them to a different space.  

What impact does the scale of your artworks have on you and other viewers? How did putting your 
work in a different space change your work?

MATERIALS

Collect a variety of objects and materials from your house, such as pieces of cardboard, jar lids, bits 
of fabric, buttons, magazines etc. Use the materials to create a sculpture that is influenced by your 
life at home. 

Why have you chosen these materials? What do they mean to you? Why are these materials 
important to you? What visual effect do you think your materials might have on your audience?

SENSES

Create artworks whilee experimenting with your senses. Cover your eyes and draw while listening 
to a variety of music or sketch while eating different flavoured sweets. Try moulding clay using your 
sense of touch only. Try making a sculpture that smells. 

Has focussing on different senses affected the artwork you created? What visual impact does it 
have? Which sense do you prefer to focus on when creating and experiencing art?
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CONTACT DETAILS

To learn more about our programme please visit www.hepworthwakefield.org/learning or you can 
contact the Learning Team on 01924 247398 or email learning@hepworthwakefield.org.

Page 2 images (clockwise from top left): Steven Claydon. Image courtesy: the artist. Photo: Louisa Buck; Helen Marten. 
Photo: Juergen Teller. Image courtesy: the artist and Sadie Coles HQ; Phyllida Barlow. ©Thierry Bal. Courtesy Phyllida 
Barlow, Hauser & Wirth and Modern Painters; David Medalla. Mirages © Adam Nankervis, another vacant space.

EVENTS

ARTIST TALKS
Join us to learn more about the shortlisted artists as they discuss their careers, work and 
thoughts on contemporary sculpture. Each talk costs £10/ Students £5. Book your tickets online at                
www.hepworthwakefield.org/inconversation.
          
Steven Claydon                                    Helen Marten
16 November 2016, 6 – 7.30pm              25 January 2016, 6 – 7:30pm

Phyllida Barlow                                     David Medalla
30 November 2016, 6 – 7:30pm             2 February 2017, 6 – 7:30pm

JOIN THE DEBATE
Get better aquainted with each artist in our Room for Debate. Tell us what you think about 
contemporary sculpture and share your photographs from the exhibition using #HepworthPrize on 
Twitter and Instagram – we’ll display your thoughts in the gallery too. 

PEOPLE’S CHOICE AWARD
Judge for yourself and vote in our people’s choice award, in association with Yorkshire Post. Visit the 
gallery or go online to cast your vote. Winner to be announced in February 2017.
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http://www.hepworthwakefield.org/learning
http://www.hepworthwakefield.org/inconversation/
http://www.hepworthwakefield.org/prize/

