Future-ready furniture for
new STEM building
The Client:
Coventry University has a long
tradition as a provider of education
with roots as far back as 1843.
Construction company, Speller
Metcalfe was commissioned to
build the University’s new Beatrice
Shilling Building, named after the
celebrated aeronautical engineer
and motorcycle racer. The building
is a £27 million investment for the
University, with a focus on science,
technology, engineering and maths.
Working with Speller Metcalfe,
Hunters was tasked with providing full
consultancy, procurement and project
management.

The Project
Having won a competitive tender
based on the specification provided
by architects, Broadway Malyan, our
team set to work to provide a full
consultancy solution. We put together
an expert team, consisting of a Project
Director, Purchase Specifier, Project
Coordinator and Project Manager.
Working closely with the architect
and other stakeholders, we created
fresh drawings and design work for
the new building, which spans four
floors and is 55,434 sq ft. This involved
sampling and client showrooms visits,
predominantly with UK manufacturers
to ensure delivery deadlines were
met. Our team ran workshops to
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help with the selection of fabric and
finishes to ensure they adhered to
brand guidelines and matched the
University’s corporate colours.
There was a mix of furniture
requirements, including an IT training
area; seminar rooms, labs, break-out
spaces, one-to-one areas and soft
seating for the atrium that could be
easily moved for exhibitions.
For each product, our team
suggested three options, which were
then narrowed down based on the
selection criteria. Using our app,
we conducted sampling amongst
staff and students to make the final
product choices and create a sense
of inclusion in the process
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The Outcome
With a year from start to completion,
there was plenty of time to plan and
easy access to the new building meant
installation was completed smoothly and
on time. The Hunters team thoroughly
enjoyed working with the Coventry
University team, who were open to new
ideas and keen to incorporate innovative
furniture solutions, such as the Connection
‘Muse’ chair with built-in writing tablet.

Other items selected included: stools,
high-back booths, lounge chairs, bespoke
snowflake tables for labs, coffee tables
and honeycomb focus booths.
Key to getting job right for our team
was remaining impartial towards
manufacturers; encouraging the client
to be open-minded and providing
independent advice.
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