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Making Digital Work 



Until the wifi goes down… 
Mark Anderson 

@ICTEvangelist http://gph.is/1LJIi8s 

ARRGGGHH!!!! 



Recipe for success? 



Donaldson 
the recommendation in the ICT 

Steering Group’s report to the 

Welsh Government that digital 

literacy, or digital competence, 

is as important in the twenty-first 

century as literacy and 

numeracy 
https://www.nasuwt.org.uk/asset/A788604C-3046-4005-A1EA0EAFF023E0DD/ 
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Donaldson 

The structure of the curriculum 

should promote sustained 

attention to the development and 

application of knowledge and 

skills in […] digital competence 
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Donaldson 

…digital competence is 

increasingly fundamental to 

learning and life and that it should 

have similar status within the 

curriculum to that of literacy and 

numeracy. 
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Donaldson 

Digital Competence should 

be developed and be 

included as a Cross-

curriculum Responsibility. 
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Digital Competence 

Framework 

http://learning.gov.wales/docs/learningwales/publications/160831-dcf-your-questions-answered-en.pdf 

Digital competence is the set of skills, knowledge 

and attitudes to enable the confident, creative and 

critical use of technologies and systems. It is the 

skill set that enables a person to be a confident 

digital citizen, to interact and collaborate digitally, 

to produce work digitally and to be confident in 

handling data and computational thinking 

(problem solving). 
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OECD Report 

… adding 21st-Century 

technologies to 20th-Century 

teaching practices will just 

dilute the effectiveness of 

teaching 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-34174795 



…schools have not yet 

become good enough at 

the kind of pedagogies that 

make the most of 

technology 

OECD Report 
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Recipe for success? 



Content  

Knowledge 

Pedagogical  

Knowledge 

PCK - Pedagogical Content Knowledge 

Schulman (1987) 
@ICTEvangelist 



TPACK - Technological, Pedagogical and Content Knowledge 

Content  

Knowledge 

Pedagogical  

Knowledge 

Technological Knowledge 

Koehler & Mishra (2009) 
@ICTEvangelist 



Digital Competence 

Framework 

http://learning.gov.wales/docs/learningwales/publications/160831-dcf-your-questions-answered-en.pdf 

…from September 2016 schools and 

settings should familiarise themselves with 

the DCF and plan for its adoption, including 

reviewing skills needs, and begin to 

implement it as understanding and 

confidence grows. 
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Digital Competence 

Framework 

http://learning.gov.wales/docs/learningwales/publications/160831-dcf-your-questions-answered-en.pdf 

…from September 2016 all schools/settings 

should begin familiarising themselves with 

the DCF, agreeing their strategic vision for 

cross-curricular digital competence and 

considering how to translate this into 

practice. 
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Made using  

Paper by 53 



Communication 

Collaboration 

in Year 6 

 
Using Google 

Slides, easily 

replicable in 

PowerPoint Online 



Storing & 

sharing / 

encryption 

in Year 4 

 
Using Office365 & 

OneDrive: a simple 

opportunity to 

discuss password 

security, 

encryption, file 

management 



Evaluating and 

improving 

in Year 4 

 
Using Office 365 

and Google Slides 

(alongside digital 

collaboration)  



use software tools to create and enhance text, image, sound, animation 

and video components; combine the components to produce 

appropriate outcomes for a range of audiences and purposes. 

Creating 

but also… 

Planning, sourcing and searching and  

evaluating and improving. 



Year 1 created a stop frame animation using 

Lego Movie Maker to demonstrate the process 

of pollination. Then they wrote a script to 

explain their understanding. Then they narrated 

their script over their films using iMovie. 

Creating 



Lego Movie 

Maker 
iMovie 



Stop Motion 

Studio 
iMovie 



Made using Lego 

Movie Maker 



Narrated using iMovie 



Narrated using iMovie 



Digital rights, 

licensing and 

ownership 

in Year 5 

 
Using AirDrop to 

discuss image 

ownership and 

sites such as 

Pixabay and Maps 



 



Keep it Simple Silly 



Make sure the edtech impact  

is worth the effort! 

Impact on learning  

Ease of use… 

Accessible 

Depth of challenge 
Is it a simple tool to use. Can 

a wide age range of pupils 

access this particular tool. 

How steep is the learning 

curve? 

Does the tool provide enough 

depth of challenge? Could the 

activity be done without digital 

tools? Does it support 

learning? 

Does using this tool impact 

upon learning and standards? Is 

it just a gimmick? Does it 

support your teaching? Will it 

raise standards? Is it worth the 

effort? 

Does the tool work on multiple 

platforms? What is its cost and if it 

stores data does it meet regulations? 

Will all of our pupils be able to access 

this?  @ICTEvangelist 



@ICTEvangelist’s Golden Rules for IT in the Classroom 

Keep IT 
real 

Make IT 
count 

Keep IT 
simple 



Make IT count 

Use IT for a purpose: 

- To enhance learning 

- To support learning 

- To make your life easier 

Keep IT simple 

You’re not a computer 
programmer - use stuff that 
works and is easy to do and 
can impact on learning. 

Keep IT real! 

Don’t just use IT for the sake 
of it!  

@ICTEvangelist’s Golden Rules for IT in the Classroom 



Want more ideas?  

Check out 

ictevangelist.com  

and get in touch!  


