I N DI A , N E PA L
& BHU TAN

Discover our collection of iconic & authentic tailor-made holidays

Your holiday starts
with a conversation
Talk to us and we’ll listen. We’ll listen to
your travel ideas, moments you’ve loved
during your holidays and the things you’d
like to avoid. We can make suggestions
to create the most incredible holiday you
could have hoped for. That’s why we’ve
won over 200 travel and service awards
and, following a booking, customers rate
us on average 9.3 out of 10 – make sure
you see our full customer reviews at
kuoni.co.uk/kuoni-reviews
With so few days off in a year, it’s
important to make every holiday count.
That’s why it’s so important to get it
right; and our friendly and knowledgeable
Personal Travel Experts will do all they
can to help find the right holiday for you.
Whatever you imagine, Kuoni is ready to
make it a reality.
Store locations at kuoni.co.uk/stores

Gadi Sagar, Jaisalmer, Ragasthan

I N D I A N E PA L & B H U T A N

The Kuoni Diﬀerence



Mumbai & India’s Tiger Parks



India



Southern India



Rajasthan & Northern India



Nepal & Bhutan



Himalayan India



The Kuoni
difference

Talk to us
Use our online expert finder to interact with someone who
has visited a destination you’re interested in, chat to us
online or book an appointment in store. However you get in
touch, we’ll offer top-notch service and tailor-make a holiday
that’s right for you.

Highly recommended
We’re committed to making your holiday as incredible as
possible. Following their booking with Kuoni, customers
rated us on average 9.3 out of 10. Source: customergauge.

The full Kuoni experience

Kuoni at John Lewis

Planning the perfect holiday takes time and we believe it
should be an exciting experience. Book an appointment in a
beautiful Kuoni store and we’ll listen to what’s important to
you while you relax with a complimentary glass of Champagne.

You can find Kuoni in selected John Lewis stores across the
UK. We’re also the only travel company who can add your
honeymoon to a John Lewis gift list.

200+ awards
Kuoni has won over 200 travel and service awards. These
awards reflect our ambition to deliver an amazing experience
on every Kuoni holiday.

Call us: 01306 747000
Meet us: over 40 stores nationwide
Explore: www.kuoni.co.uk

INDIA, NEPAL & BHUTAN

Plan your India,
Nepal & Bhutan holiday
This vast and varied region oﬀers a world of possibilities, whether you long to dive into
its rich cultural heritage, seek wildlife or simply relax on palm-fringed beaches.

FROM

DISTANCE (miles)

TIME (hours)

Delhi, India

130

4

TO

Agra, India

Delhi, India

160

5½

Jaipur, India

Agra, India

171

6

Ranthanbore, India

Ranthanbore, India

105

4

Jaipur, India

Jodhpur, India

168

6½

Udaipur, India

Jaipur, India

208

5½

Jodhpur, India

Kathmandu, Nepal

118

6

Chitwan, Nepal

Chitwan, Nepal

102

6

Pokhara, Nepal

Pokhara, Nepal

130

7

Kathmandu, Nepal

Paro, Bhutan

31

1½

Thimpu, Bhutan

Thimpu, Bhutan

52

2

Punakha, Bhutan

Punakha, Bhutan

79

4

Paro, Bhutan

Timings are aproximate and depend on sightseeing, traffic, road conditions and time of year.
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TRAVELLING WITH KUONI

HOW DO I GET THERE

HOW LONG DO I NEED?

GETTING AROUND

Here at Kuoni we’ve been working
with Sita, our ground agents in
India, Nepal and Bhutan for many
years and they will ensure that you
explore India in comfort and come
away enriched from a country that
can be challenging to navigate on
your own. You can be sure that
you’ll be well looked after during
your holiday. For added peace
of mind our UK duty oﬃcer is
available 24 hours a day.

India is easily reached from the
UK with non-stop ﬂights from
London to Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai
and Bangalore. Other cities such
as Cochin, and beach resorts
such as Goa and Kovalam can be
reached with one stop, perhaps
in Dubai, Oman, Qatar or Abu
Dhabi. Likewise, Nepal’s capital
Kathmandu can also be reached
with one stop. To reach Bhutan, ﬂy
via Delhi or Kathmandu.

The Indian Sub-continent is
a vast region so whether it’s
your ﬁrst or ﬁfth trip, we would
always recommend focusing on
one particular state or region.
A week-long exploration of the
iconic Golden Triangle, followed
by a beach break, is the perfect
introduction to India. First time
visitors to Nepal can spend a week
or so visiting Kathmandu, Chitwan
and Pokhara.

Travelling by road in a comfortable,
air-conditioned vehicle is a great
way to discover a destination,
especially if you opt for a private
driver and guide. India also has
an extensive rail network with
both express and luxury trains.
The latter oﬀer a selection of
incredible itineraries. If you do
wish to explore a number of
regions in one trip, it is easy to ﬂy
between the main cities.

In store • Selected John Lewis stores • In travel agents • Call 01306 747000 • kuoni.co.uk

INDIA, NEPAL & BHUTAN

Dharamshala

Pragpur

Amritsar

PA ISTAN

Delhi
Bikaner

Whether you’re travelling by luxury
train, such as the Maharaja’s
Express, or staying in one of the
world’s must beautiful hotels,
India oﬀers all the elements of
an indulgent holiday. Enjoy royal
treatment in our featured hotels,
including exquisite Taj, Oberoi
and Leela properties, and unique
retreats which include jungle
camps, historic forts, former tea
estates and spice plantations.

TIBET

CHINA

Ga

nge

Annapurna
Pokhara

s

Darjeeling

Kalimpong

Gorka

Phewa Lake
Chitwan National Park

Kathmandu
Dhulikhel

Gwalior

Ranthambore
National Park

Jhansi

Khajuraho

Narm

BHUTAN

Paro

Thimpu

Bumthang
Gangtey

Assam

Kaziranga National Park

Orchha Fort

Udaipur

Gangtok

Pelling

NEPAL

Agra

Jaipur

Jodhpur
Rohet

LUXURY TRAVEL IN INDIA

Exploring India, Nepal and
Bhutan in a private car with an
English speaking driver really
allows you to get the most out
of these beautiful destinations.
Driving distances in India can
sometimes seem extensive but
the space and comfort of your
private vehicle ensures maximum
comfort. Typically, your
sightseeing will be conducted by
specialist local guides.

Shimla

Corbett National Park

Jaisalmer

CAR & DRIVER

Varanasi

BAN LADESH

Bandhavgarh Tiger Reserve

ada

Calcutta
Kanha Tiger Reserve

Pench Tiger Reserve

Nagpur
Tadoba National Park

Mumbai

INDIA
BAY

Kolhapur

BEN AL

Pattadakal

ARABIAN SEA

Goa

Hospet

Hampi

Chennai

Bangalore

Pondicherry

Bandipur National Park

Munnar
Cochin
Alleppey
Trivandum
Kovalam

Chettinad
Madurai

Periyar National Park

SRI LAN A

LACCADIVE SEA

ALDIVES

E-VISAS

Tanjore

INDIAN

CEAN

In 2015 India extended its
‘e-Tourist’ visa to British citizens
making the application process
easier and quicker to obtain an
Indian visa than it has ever been.
The E-Visa needs to be applied
for online in advance of travel
and travellers must posess a
machine readable passport. For
more information you can speak
to one of our Personal Travel
Experts.
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India
A spiritual and intoxicating country, India is home
to millions of people, mountainous, desert and
coastal landscapes, spectacular monuments and
some of the world’s largest and culturally diverse
cities. Somewhat of an enigma, this is a nation that
is constantly changing and embracing the modern
world, yet maintaining the cultures, customs and
beliefs of old. It’s frenetic, brash, vibrant and
brilliant. On just one trip you may only scratch the
surface of this incredible country but it will leave
you coming back for more.

india • escorted tours

Escorted touring in India
We’re experts in tailor-making itineraries but we know that some
of our guests may prefer travelling with a like-minded group on
a scheduled itinerary. If you’re looking for a more sociable India
experience, we operate a range of small group tours throughout
this beautiful country.

These escorted small group
tours are a taster of what you
can book with us. See our
dedicated Escorted Touring
brochure and contact one of
our Travel Experts to discuss
your ideal holiday.

India small group tours
Travelling with a group gives you
the confidence to visit places
you may not have otherwise
considered. It can also be fun
sharing new travel experiences
with like-minded people. Our
heritage in long-haul travel
means that we can offer an
unrivalled range of high-quality
small group tours across the
world. Our small group tours,
with a maximum group size
of 18 people, offer a relaxed,
intimate experience with world-

class local leaders and quality
accommodation and all of our
2017 and 2018 departure dates
are guaranteed. We offer small
group tours across India with
private extentions in both Nepal
and Bhutan. Our Escorted Touring
brochure showcases our range
of itineraries in full and we also
have full details online.

HIGHLIGHTS OF INDIA – TAJ TOUR
Delhi, Agra, Jaipur, Delhi

This introductory small group tour
to northern India takes you on a
fascinating journey of discovery,
visiting many of the country’s most
iconic sights. Experience India’s
unique culture as you explore the
famous Golden Triangle in style.
Discover the imperial monuments
of Delhi, the Royal Palaces of Jaipur,
and that bucket-list favourite, the
spectacular Taj Mahal in Agra. Your
journey begins with a night in the
capital city Delhi where you’ll have
the opportunity to visit the Jama
Masjid Mosque and join an
half-day tour of both New and Old
Delhi. Continue south to Agra, a
city which is famous as the home
of the magnificent Taj Mahal which
you will see at both sunrise and
sunset. During your time in the city
you’ll also visit the
Itmad-ud-Daulah, also known as
Baby Taj and the 16th-Century
Agra fort. From Agra head west to
the ‘Pink City’ of Jaipur, Rajasthan
state’s capital, stopping at the
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ESCORTED SMALL GROUP TOUR

abandoned city of Fatehpur Sikri
and the step well at Chand Baori en
route. There’s an optional morning
hot air balloon ride over the city
followed by a full day of city
sightseeing. The tour includes a
visit to Amber Fort which sits on a
hilltop overlooking the Maota Lake.
Wander through the palatial
grounds and see the Sheesh Mahal,
a room embellished with thousands
of mirror fragments that are said to
be able to light up the entire room
by reflecting the flame of a single
candle. Visit the City Palace, the
Royal Observatory and admire
views of the Hawa Mahal (Palace of
the Winds) which features a unique
façade resembling the honeycomb
of a beehive. You’ll also have the
opportunity to take a rickshaw ride
through a local market. Back in
Delhi you can watch a live
Bollywood show.
7 nights round trip from Delhi,
ref IN001

In store • Selected John Lewis stores • In travel agents • Call 01306 747000 • kuoni.co.uk

Taj Mahal, Agra

escorted tours • india

TEMPLE, TIGER & TAJ TOUR
Delhi, Agra, Ranthambore, Jaipur, Amritsar

This small group tour offers a
wonderful introduction to
northern India. Explore grand
palaces, ancient monuments and
beautiful parks; enjoy thrilling
game drives in Ranthambore
National Park on the trail of the
elusive tiger, as well as some
unique cultural experiences. From
Delhi travel to Agra to witness the
breathtaking Taj Mahal before
heading south to Ranthambore.
Boasting one of the country’s
leading tiger conservation efforts,
the park is one of the best places
to spot this elusive animal in the
wild. During your full day here
you’ll have the opportunity to go
on two game drives in the park.
You may be lucky enough to spot
one of the endangered tigers as
you explore the park in shared
open-top canters, as well as
leopards, crocodiles and over 300
species of birds. The next stop is
Jaipur, where you can enjoy a
early morning yoga session and a
full-day tour of the ‘Pink City’.

ESCORTED SMALL
GROUP TOUR

Ranthanbore

You’ll then fly north to Amritsar,
where you’ll visit the Golden
Temple, the spiritual centre of the
Sikh faith which is crowned with
an inverted lotus-shaped golden
dome. Other inclusions during
your time in Amritsar include a
visit to the Jallianwala Bagh, the
site of the tragic Amritsar
Massacre, and the Wagah Border
between India and Pakistan, to
witness the ‘Changing of the
Guard’ ceremony.
11 nights Delhi to Amritsar,
ref IN0020

KERALA EXPLORER
Cochin, Periyar, Madurai, Munnar, Backwaters

ESCORTED SMALL
GROUP TOUR

NORTHERN INDIA EXPLORER
Golden Triangle, Ranthambore, Rohet, Udaipur

This small group tour goes deep
into the heart of some of northern
India’s most famous cities. Explore
the famous Golden Triangle and
go on exciting game drives in
search of tigers in Ranthambore
National Park. Immerse yourself in
the region’s culture and traditions
while meeting friendly locals and
enjoying special cultural
experiences. Visit the iconic cities
of the Golden Triangle and the
national park of Ramthanbore
before travelling to the village of
Rohet. En route visit the city of
Jodphur where you will see the
well-preserved Mehrangarh Fort
and Jaswant Thada, a pearly white
memorial from which you can
view the city’s characteristic blue
buildings from above. From Rohet
you’ll visit a local village and later
enjoy high tea at some local
dunes. Continue south to Udaipur
where you’ll join a tour of the city
and later have dinner with a
member of an Udaipur royal
family. The Bedla family were key

ESCORTED SMALL
GROUP TOUR

Udaipur

hosts to foreign and Indian
dignitaries and drew fame for
their amazing food and
entertainment. The final leg of the
tour takes you to the vast city of
Mumbai where you’ll embark on a
half day city tour. Beginning at the
Gateway of India, the tour takes in
the Jain temple, Dhobi Ghat and
Mani Bhavan. Later, join a heritage
walk of Mumbai, taking you into
the heart of the historic fort area.
14 nights Delhi to Mumbai,
ref IN0073

ULTIMATE INDIA
Golden Triangle, Ranthambore, Mumbai, Kerala

ESCORTED SMALL
GROUP TOUR

Mumbai

Whether it’s the food, culture,
wildlife or scenery of southern
India you wish to experience and
explore, this small group tour is a
must do. Head out on a soft trek in
Periyar National Park, travel inland
into the Western Ghats where
historic hill stations are
surrounded by rolling tea
plantations and explore ‘God’s
Own Country’ of Kerala, where a
tranquil cruise on a traditional
houseboat is included. During
your time in Cochin enjoy a cruise
on Cochin Harbour, take a tour of
the historic heart of Fort Cochin,
enjoy a cooking class at your hotel
and watch a traditional Kathakali
performance. In Periyar National
Park the focus will be the region’s
wildlife and natural landscapes.
Join a soft trek in the park and
keep an eye out for wildlife
species. In Madurai you’ll visit the
Ghandi Memorial Museum and
the incredible Meenakshi Temple,
one of the most striking temples
in India. Continue on to Munnar, a

Kerala backwaters

hill station in the Western Ghats
before travelling to Alleppey
where you will board a traditional
houseboat for a cruise through
Kerala’s famous backwaters.
Following your cruise spend a
couple of nights on the coast of
Lake Vembenad and enjoy a visit
to a local family-run farm and a
walk through your hotel’s
charming butterfly farm. The tour
comes to an end on the beautiful
Kerelan coast with a stay in the
beach resort of Kovalam.
12 nights Cochin to Kovalam,
ref IN0060

Embark on an incredible journey
from north to south as you
take in the very best of India’s
culture, heritage and wildlife
on this captivating small group
tour. Experience the contrasts
between the hectic cities, the
slow-paced backwaters of
Kerala and the elusive tigers
of Ranthambore National Park
as you tick off must-see sights
including the iconic Taj Mahal.
Travel from the capital Delhi to
Agra, Ranthambore and Jaipur,
taking in the iconic palaces, forts
and monuments of the Golden
Triangle, before flying south to
Mumbai. On arrival in the city
join a heritage walk. Explore the
‘White Town’ – the European
half of the old town, admire the
Victoria Terminus, F.W. Steven’s
gothic masterpiece, and stroll
along the Heritage Mile of
Mumbai. Following your time in
Mumbai there’s a real change of
pace with time spent at a family-

run homestay on the shores of
Lake Vembenad and an overnight
cruise through the beautiful
Keralan backwaters. Enjoy the
serenity as you glide across
canals, passing stunning scenery
and remote villages. Your journey
comes to an end in Cochin where
you’ll see the famous Chinese
fishing nets and join a city tour
during which you will visit the
Dutch Palace, Jewish Synagogue
and Mattancherry Palace.
15 nights Delhi to Cochin,
ref IN0044
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india by train

India by train
Just about every corner of India can be reached by train. Shatabdi
trains are the most common trains used by tourists and operate
as a day service, connecting many important destinations.
Alternatively, explore India in refined luxury aboard one of the
great rail journeys.

Gatimaan Express

Deccan Odyssey

Maharajas' Express

Launched in 2016, the Gatimaan Express
– India’s first semi-high speed train – takes
you from Delhi to Agra in just over an hour
and a half. Travelling at a maximum speed
of 100mph, you can travel from the capital
to the home of the Taj Mahal almost an hour
quicker than the Shatabdi Express train.
The train will leave Delhi at approximately
8:10am (excluding Friday) and arrive in Agra
at 9:50am (timings subject to change); the
return train departs at 5:30pm, meaning it will
be possible to take a day trip to see one of the
world’s most iconic monument and be back
at your Delhi hotel in time for a late dinner.
There are two classes on board – Standard (AC
Chair) and Executive (AC Executive Chair) –
with food and drinks served to your seat and
free Wi-Fi available.

Enjoy the romance of luxury rail travel
on board the elegant Deccan Odyssey
train. Although providing guests with an
old-world atmosphere, this is actually a
modern, purpose-built train which made its
maiden journey back in 2004. As well as 13
accommodation coaches featuring 40 Deluxe
Cabins and four Presidential Suites, there are
two restaurant coaches, a lounge and bar car
and even a spa car in which you can enjoy
Ayurvedic treatments as you travel. There
are six seven-night itineraries available on
the Deccan Odyssey including the Indian
Sojourn from Mumbai to Delhi, taking in the
highlights in the states of Maharashtra and
Rajasthan. See page 14 for itinerary details
and call for details regarding alternative
routes.

Step aboard one of India’s most luxurious
trains – the sublime Maharajas’ Express –
which offers a seductive combination of
age-old quality and refinement blended
with modern engineering. Each elegant
passenger carriage has a dedicated butler
and cabins with large panoramic windows,
air-conditioning, flat-screen television, en
suite bathrooms and a host of luxury touches.
On the ‘Indian Panorama’ seven-night
itinerary you will travel from Delhi to Jaipur,
Agra, Ranthambore National Park, Gwalior,
Orchha Khajuraho, Varanasi and Lucknow.
See page 15 for itinerary details. A number
of alternative itineraries are also available –
please call for details.

Deccan Odyssey

Dining on board the Deccan Odyssey

Shatabdi Express

Shatabdi classes

The trains operate day services between
important commercial and cultural centres
– the Delhi to Agra and Jaipur routes are
particularly popular with tourists. Two
classes operate: Standard and Executive Class.

Standard Class (AC Chair Car) is airconditioned with seating typically in a 2x3
arrangement. Services, such as meals, water,
tea and coffee, are included (except on Jan
Shatabdi routes) and normally ordered from
and served to your seat.

Jan Shatabdi Express
Jan Shatabdi (‘People’s Shatabdi’) trains are
much like the Shatabdi Express, but typically
only one carriage is air-conditioned, no
meals are included and there is no Executive
Class. A popular Jan Shatabdi route is Delhi
to Ranthambore National Park.
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Create your own unique
India itinerary. Call today
and discuss your ideal
holiday with one of our
Personal Travel Experts.

Executive Class (AC Executive Chair – only
available on Shatabdi Express routes) is
normally restricted to one carriage and
offers more spacious 2x2 seating. Services
are premium compared to Standard Class
and typically feature an upgraded dining
experience and increased leg room.

In store • Selected John Lewis stores • In travel agents • Call 01306 747000 • kuoni.co.uk

Jaipur

india by train

Taj Mahal, Agra
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RAIL JOURNEY

Varanasi

Junior Suite

RAIL JOURNEYS
Step aboard the Maharajas’ Express for a luxurious rail odyssey. Depart from
Delhi and take in the Taj Mahal, the temples of Khajuraho and sacred Varanasi.
DAY 1: DELHI TO JAIPUR h Board the
opulent Maharajas’ Express this
afternoon. Late in the evening the
train departs for Jaipur.
DAY 2: JAIPUR h Upon arrival in the
‘Pink City’ of Jaipur, visit the Amber
Fort. Later you can join an optional
visit to the City Palace Complex and
Jantar Mantar, or a golf or spa visit.
DAY 3: RANTHAMBORE & FATEHPUR
SIKRI h Arrive into Sawai Madhopur,
the gateway to Ranthambore
National Park, one of India’s most
famous national parks and a prime
location to spot the magniﬁcent
Bengal tiger. Enjoy a morning game
drive in the park, tracking tigers and
other wildlife. Later arrive in the
abandoned Mughal city of Fatehpur
Sikri.

DAY 4 AGRA & GWALIOR h Arrive in
Agra and enjoy an early morning
visit to the Taj Mahal, followed by a
Champagne breakfast. Continue on
to Gwalior and take a tour of the
8th-Century hilltop Gwalior Fort, the
Saas Bahu Temple, the Jain Cave
sculptures and the Jai Palace
Museum where you will be served
high tea.
DAY 5: ORCHHA & KHAJURAHO h
Journey south to Orchha, a charming
medieval town set on the banks of the
Betwa River. Visit the ornate Orchha
Fort complex before continuing to the
UNESCO World Heritage-listed city of
Khajuraho which is renowned for its
group of exquisitely carved temples.
Visit the temples and then return to
the train. Optional experiences such
as spa treatments and a sound and
light show are available this evening.

DAY 6: VARANASI h Embark on a tour
of the city which includes visits to the
ancient ruins of Sarnath and the
Varanasi Silk Weaving Centre, as well
as a scenic cruise on the Ganges.
Witness the magical evening Aarti
ceremony – a religious ritual of
worship – on the ghats of the Ganges.
Maharaja’s Express

DAY 7: LUCKNOW h Arrive in the
enchanting ‘City of Nawabs’,
Lucknow, home to an eclectic
collection of architecture from
Mughal to British Colonial. Tour the
Rumi Darwaza, an impressive
18th-Century gateway, and the
tomb complex of Bada Imambara.
This evening experience traditional
hospitality and Awadhi cuisine at
the Raja of Jahangirabad’s palace.
DAY 8: DELHI h This morning
disembark the train in Delhi.

TRIP DETAILS
RAIL ROUTE
7 nights round trip from Delhi
h Delhi h Jaipur h Ranthanbore
h Fatehpur Sikri h Agra h Gwalior
h Orchha h Khajuraho h Varanasi
h Lucknow h Delhi
FACILITIES ON BOARD h Each of the
elegant cabins – from Deluxe Cabins
to the Presidential Suite – feature
butler service, large panoramic
windows, a ﬂat-screen television
and en suite bathroom. All of your
on board meals are included and
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served in two ﬁne-dining restaurant
cars. Soft drinks, tea, coﬀee, mineral
water and house wines, beers and
spirits are also included on board,
and are served in the bar and lounge.
Other alcoholic drinks are available
to buy on board
TAILOR MADE h This rail journey can
easily be added to an India tailor
made itinerary
NEED TO KNOW h Trains depart on
selected Saturdays between October

and April. Please call or see online
for available dates h The dress code
for dining on board the train is
smart casual h Local conditions may
necessitate slight variations to the
itinerary without notice
ALTERNATIVE ITINERARIES h There
is a selection of alternative itineraries
on board the Maharajas’ Express
including the 3-night Gems of India
journey and the incredible 7-night
Heritage of India tour from Mumbai
to Delhi. Call or see online for details.

In store • Selected John Lewis stores • In travel agents • Call 01306 747000 • kuoni.co.uk

Delhi
Jairpur
Sawai
Madhopur

Fatehpur Sikri
Agra

Lucknow

Gwalior

Ranthambore N.P.

Orcha
Khajuraho

INDIA
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RAIL JOURNEY

Deccan Odyssey

Jodphur

RAIL JOURNEYS
Travel across India in style on board the luxurious Deccan Odyssey, witnessing
architectural masterpieces, tracking wildlife and exploring vibrant cities.
DAY 1: MUMBAI h Board the Deccan
Odyssey following a traditional
welcome and drink at the
Chhatrapati Shivaji Terminus station.
DAY 2: VADODARA h This morning
the train will roll into the city to
Vadodara in the state of Gujarat. In
this city, which is rich in history,
you’ll visit the incredible UNESCO
-listed Champaner-Pavagadh
Archaeological Park. Return to the
train for lunch before visiting the
Maharaja Fateh Singh Museum and
enjoying high tea and dinner at the
grand Laxmi Vilas Palace.
DAY 3: UDAIPUR h Arrive in the
beautiful lakeside city of Udaipur
and embark on a tour which
includes a visit to the City Palace
and a cruise on Lake Pichola. This
afternoon will be spent on a walking

tour of the old town and browsing
the stalls at a local bazaar.
DAY 4: JODHPUR h It’s then onwards
to the ‘Blue City’ of Jodhpur, which
sits on the edge of the Thar Desert.
Your morning is free to do as you
please; you could choose to treat
yourself to a spa treatment at a
luxury hotel or visit the Bishnoi
tribal villages. This afternoon’s city
tour takes you to the Mehrangarh
Fort and on a walk through the
Old Clock Tower market and past
beautiful havelis. Today’s dinner is
a real highlight of the train journey
– a delicious barbecue in the royal
courtyard of the fort.
DAY 5: AGRA h The next stop is the
former Mughal capital of Agra, home
to what is undoubtedly the country’s
most famous landmark, the Taj

Mahal. Following a morning visit and
lunch at a local hotel you’ll head to
Itmad-ud-Daulah tomb, also known
as the ‘baby Taj’, and the Agra Fort.
DAY 6: RANTHAMBORE NATIONAL
PARK h Arrive into Sawai Madhopur,
gateway to Ranthambore National
Park. Enjoy a morning game drive in
the park for a chance to spot an
elusive tiger. Later, visit a local
village and enjoy high tea at a royal
hunting lodge.

Dining Car

Jaipur
Jodhpur

DAY 7: JAIPUR In the Pink City of
Jaipur you’ll visit the resplendent
hill-top Amber Fort, the City Palace
and the Hawa Mahal. This afternoon
there’ll be some free time to explore
on your own.
h

INDIA

DAY 8: DELHI h This morning
disembark the train in Twin
Delhi.
bed deluxe

TRIP DETAILS
RAIL ROUTE
7 nights Mumbai to Delhi
h Mumbai h Vadodara h Udaipur
h Jodhpur h Agra h Ranthambore
h Jaipur h Delhi
FACILITIES ON BOARD h Each of the
elegant and air-conditioned Deluxe
Cabins and Presidential Suites
feature a ﬂat-screen television, DVD
player and en suite bathroom. The
Presidential Suites have a living area
and guests can enjoy butler service.
All meals are included and will be

served in one of the two charming
restaurant cars. Select drinks such as
house wines, beers and spirits are
also included on board, and are
served in the bar and lounge. There’s
also a spa coach with a sauna, small
gym and treatment rooms
TAILOR MADE h This rail journey can
easily be added to an India tailor
made itinerary
NEED TO KNOW h Trains depart on
on selected Saturdays between

October and April, please call or see
online for available dates h Local
conditions may necessitate slight
variations to the itinerary without
notice
ALTERNATIVE ITINERARIES h There
is a selection of alternative itineraries
on board the Deccan Odyssey
including the 7-night Maharashtra
Wild Trail which includes visits to the
parks of Pench and Taboda. Call or
see online for details.
Amer Fort, Jaipur
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NOR HERN INDIA

Rajasthan &
Northern India
•

Taj Mahal • spices • Red Fort • spirituality • Rajasthan • gurus • heritage

•

Ranthambore National Park • temples • elephants • colourful saris

•

Bengal tigers • ayurveda • maharajas • River Ganges

Destination highlights

Random fact

Events & Festivals

The sari has a long history in India and can
be seen on sculptures dating back to 100 BC.
This traditional item of clothing is woven
from cotton which has been grown in India
for over five thousand years. Each piece of
fabric has an average length of 5-9 yards and
is expertly draped and wrapped around the
body over a petticoat and fitted top. A variety
of colours and patterns can symbolise the
wearer’s background, beliefs, personality
and mood.

h
h
h
h
h

h
h
h
h

ONI INSIDER

Best time to travel

h

h

h

The essentials

Anske Bax, Assistant Store Manager, Canterbury
h

No visit to India is complete
without gazing upon the
true splendour that is the Taj
Mahal, an epic monument
to love and one of the
finest examples of Mughal
architecture in the world. The abundant
stories the tour guides tell explaining the
reasons behind its creation are just as
fascinating as the magnificent architecture.

h
h
h

h

GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT RAJASTHAN & NORTHERN INDIA
TIME DIFFERENCE h GMT +5½ hours
FLYING TIME h Delhi 9 hours
VISA h A visa is needed for travel to India. British
passport holders are able to apply for an E-Visa.
The E-Visa needs to be applied for online in
advance of travel and travellers must posess a
machine readable passport. Please call for more
information
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CURRENCY h Rupee
LANGUAGE h Hindi and English (English is widely
spoken)
CAPITAL h New Delhi
USEFUL PHRASES h Namaste – Hello;
Dhanyvaad – Thank you; Haan/Nahi – Yes/No;
Paani – Water; Khana – Food; Kitna – How much;
Kaise Ho? – How are you?

In store • Selected John Lewis stores • In travel agents • Call 01306 747000 • kuoni.co.uk

CLIMATE IN DELHI

8

6

5

1

3

9

Rainfall – Average monthly rainfall (if higher than 0.5")

rajasthan & northern india

B taj mahal, agra

C

ancient varanasi

See the timeless beauty of
this monument to eternal
love, built by Emperor Shah
Jahan in memory of his wife.

India’s holiest city on India’s
holiest river, Varanasi is like
nowhere else on earth.
Varanasi p42

Agra p38

D udaipur

E wildlife in

A former royal capital,
Udaipur is drenched in
romance with the serene
backdrop of Lake Pichola.

Spot native wildlife in the
famed National Park, home
to the elusive Bengal tiger.

Udaipur p26

Ranthambore p26

ranthambore

Leh

F amber fort, jaipur

china

Great bazaars, beautiful
palaces, magnificent forts;
few cities are as captivating
as the ‘Pink City’.

Sarchu

Amritsar

Jaipur p22
Shimla

Corbett N. P.

Delhi

nepal
Ga

Bikaner

nge

s

Kathmandu

Agra
Jaipur

Jaisalmer

Jodhpur
Ranthambore N. P.

Rohet

Jhansi

Varanasi

Orchha Fort

Khajuraho
Udaipur

N ar m

ad a

Bandhavgarh
Tiger Reserve

Calcutta

Pench Tiger Reserve

Kanha Tiger Reserve

india
Mumbai

arabian
sea

ba of
bengal
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Delhi... your way
These hotels and
experiences are a taster of
what you can book with us.
Contact one of our Personal
Travel Experts to discuss
your ideal holiday.

Old Delhi

New Delhi

h

h

h

h

h

h

Gurgaon
h
h
h

Maidens Hotel

II

IDE

Pam James, Personal Travel Expert, Bristol

Jama Masjid

The Red Fort

DELHI

My impressions of Delhi were exotic and chaotic;
frantic and calm; old and new. An invisible line
separates New and Old Delhi with Old Delhi
dominated by the 17th-Century Red Fort. Time
has reduced its splendour, but explore the fort and
surrounding streets and bazaars and you’ll find a
true feel of the Mughal era.

Jantar Mantar

The Imperial

Parliament House

India Gate
Purana Quila

Taj Mahal Hotel
Taj Palace

Lodi’s tomb

Humayun's Tomb

Safdarjung's Tomb

The Leela Palace
Dilli Haat

The Oberoi, Gurgaon
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Akshardham
Temple

Bahai Temple

delhi • rajasthan & northern india

Jama Masjid Mosque

ssss

MAIDENS HOTEL, NEW DELHI

boutique heritage hotel

sssss

THE OBEROI, GURGAON

a stunning oasis retreat hidden just outside central delhi

This boutique hotel’s old-world
charm is evoked through
graceful colonial architecture
and style. Surrounded by
luxuriant gardens it retains the
feel of a hideaway, whilst still
being close to all New Delhi
has to offer. The Curzon Room
serves European and Indian
cuisine and exhibits archive
photographs of the Raj in India.
There is also a coffee shop, bar,
pool and tennis courts. 55 rooms,
45 minutes from Delhi airport.

sssss

THE IMPERIAL

Set within the thriving tech
district of Gurgaon, this is a
superior urban getaway that oozes
space and minimalist luxury.
Experience true Indian hospitality
with 24-hour butler service in
each room at the touch of a button
and dine on sublime cuisine at the
main restaurant threesixtyone°,
acclaimed for its ‘gourmet theatre’
where you can watch as the chefs
cook up exquisite Indian, Chinese
and Japanese dishes to your liking.
202 rooms, 15 minutes from Delhi
airport.

sssss

be transported back to the elegance of the british raj

TAJ MAHAL HOTEL, NEW DELHI

world-class service

An elegant relic of the British
Raj, every inch of this grand
colonial hotel has been designed
to delight its guests. It’s welllocated for exploring New Delhi’s
most revered landmarks such
as the India Gate memorial and
Rashtrapati Bhavan (formerly
Viceroy’s House). Rooms look out
to either a beautiful courtyard
or gardens. The hotel’s five
restaurants serve a range of
cuisines to suit your taste.
235 rooms, 30 minutes from
Delhi airport.

Gatimaan Express Day Trip to Agra
duration: full day

Board a train in New Delhi to
Agra to see the iconic Taj Mahal
and the stunning Agra Fort.
On arrival in Agra, visit the
world-famous mausoleum, the
Taj Mahal. Built in memory of
Mumtaz Mahal by her husband,
Emperor Shah Jahan, the
intricacy of the Taj's interior is
just as impressive as its gleaming
white façade. You'll also visit Agra
Fort, the 16th-Century royal home
of Mughal emperors containing
fairytale palaces and mosques
before returning to Delhi.

With renowned Taj service and
old-world charm, this hotel sits
in an elegant neighbourhood
close to attractions including
India Gate. There is an outdoor
pool, a spa and six dining options
including award-winning
Japanese and Indian restaurants
A stylish lounge bar offers
innovative cocktails and rare
whiskies. 292 rooms, 30 minutes
from Delhi airport.

Old Delhi Bazaar & Food Walk
duration: 4 hours

Get a real taste of Old Delhi on
this foodie tour as you wander
through its lively markets. Begin
your tour with a walk through a
local bazaar where you can feast
your eyes on the array of street
food on offer. Your local guide will
advise you on the best places to
try some authentic market dishes.
Passing small temples, mosques
and perhaps a wandering cow,
visit a well-preserved haveli
(mansion) for an exciting cooking
demonstration and tasting of
traditional Indian cooking.
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TAJ PALACE
•

city oasis

sssss
•

extraordinary dining

•

blend of mughal and modern design

•

Xxxxxxxxxxxxx

Hidden within a six-acre oasis of lush gardens in New Delhi, this
palace offers a city sanctuary.

A lavish sanctuary nestled away from the frenetic pace of Delhi, the Taj
Palace offers the tranquillity of a six-acre garden setting and a close
proximity to the major sights of the city.
Premium dining is a staple across all Taj Hotels and the Taj Palace is no
exception – it is home to some of Delhi’s finest restaurants. Be whisked
away on a romantic culinary journey at the Orient Express, the
eponymously named restaurant which showcases cuisine from every region
passed through by the legendary train, complete with classic carriage
dining booths. Order a cocktail and soak up the alluring jazz bar vibe at
Blue Bar, and watch as authentic North Indian dishes are created from
scratch in the live-show kitchen at Masala Art.
Admire the majesty of Indian design throughout the rooms, which take
inspiration from the architecture of the Mughal Empire. Deluxe Rooms
feature typical jali lattice pieces and have splendid views of the protected
gardens, pool or the city. For a piece of your own private garden, we
recommend the Garden Luxury Suite which also features a separate living
room. Ensure you have perfect slumber by choosing from the pillow menu
(on request), or unwind with a treatment at the Jiva Spa.

Blue Ginger

HOTEL DETAILS
SETTING h Located within six acres of
gardens in Delhi’s Diplomatic Enclave
GETTING THERE h Approx. 20
minutes from Delhi airport
ROOMS h 403 rooms and suites
DINING h 4 restaurants, bar,
tea lounge
FACILITIES h Pool, gym, Jiva Spa
ACTIVITIES h Be transported to an
exotic world at the Orient Express
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restaurant • Have a soothing
treatment at the Jiva Spa • Enjoy
classic high tea at the Tea Lounge
WHAT’S INCLUDED h Breakfast at
Capital Kitchen
MEAL UPGRADES h Half board
• Breakfast and dinner at Capital
Kitchen h Full board • Breakfast,
lunch and dinner at Capital Kitchen.

In store • Selected John Lewis stores • In travel agents • Call 01306 747000 • kuoni.co.uk

Deluxe Room

delhi • rajasthan & northern india

THE LEELA PALACE
•

rooftop infinity pool

•

sssss

elegant and spacious rooms

•

convenient central location

•

Xxxxxxxxxxxxx

Experience modern opulence in the city with stunning rooftop pool
views and fine dining options.

This exquisite and iconic hotel brings new levels of elegance to New Delhi‘s
imperial diplomatic quarter. Convenient for most of the city’s attractions,
The Leela Palace also showcases Lutyens-inspired architecture and some of
the most spacious and luxurious hotel rooms in India. Take a swim in the
spectacular rooftop infinity pool or visit the ambient ESPA Spa for a
treatment to rebalance and soothe the body. Discover the joy of slowing
down in a private or group yoga session or clear your mind with a guided
meditation session.
Eclectic dining options include the famous Le Cirque restaurant where you
can order French and Italian cuisine, including dishes like homemade
tortellini and lobster ravioli. The Qube offers all-day international dining
with an open kitchen where you can watch as your chefs whip up your dish
in front of you. For fine dining Indian fare, head to Jamavar where you’ll
find flavoursome dishes in a sleek setting and in Megu, any sushi fan is
catered for in one of the best Japanese restaurants in New Delhi. For high
tea or a spot of jazz, head to The Lobby Lounge or, if you’re after a good
whisky and a cigar, The Library Bar is a sophisticated hangout.
The hotel is decorated with Murano chandeliers from Italy, hand-woven
Turkish carpets and Rajasthani miniature paintings, creating a space of
absolute decadence. Damask walls and beautifully detailed rugs decorate
each room, offering a touch of calm luxury in contrast to the buzz of New
Delhi. The Premier Rooms overlook the hotel‘s beautiful gardens.

The Qube

Grande Deluxe Room

HOTEL DETAILS
SETTING h Located in New Delhi‘s
Diplomatic Enclave of Chanakyapuri
GETTING THERE h Approx. 20
minutes from Delhi airport
ROOMS h 254 elegant rooms
DINING h 4 restaurants, bar, lounge
FACILITIES h Rooftop swimming pool,
fitness centre, spa, steam room,
sauna
ACTIVITIES h Take a swim above the
city in the rooftop infinity pool • Find

tranquillity in a meditation session at
the ESPA Spa • Enjoy outstanding
French-Italian cuisine at Le Cirque
WHAT’S INCLUDED h Breakfast at
The Qube
MEAL UPGRADES h Half board
• Breakfast and dinner at The Qube
h Full board • Breakfast, lunch and
dinner at The Qube.
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RAJASTHAN

NORTHERN INDIA • JAIPUR

Jaipur... your way
These hotels and
experiences are a taster of
what you can book with us.
Contact one of our Personal
Travel Experts to discuss
your ideal holiday.

Amber Fort

City Palace

h

h

h

h

h

h

Galtaji Temple

Golden Triangle

h

h

h

h

h

h

Amber Palace

MAILA BAGH
VIDHYADHAR
NAGAR
Trident, Jaipur

MAN SAGAR LAKE

Samode Haveli
Dera Mandawa
Jai Mahal Palace

JAIPUR

City Palace

PINK CITY
Taj Rambagh Palace

The Oberoi Rajvilas

Jawahar Circle Garden

View from Nahargarh Fort
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MANSAROVAR

In store • Selected John Lewis stores • In travel agents • Call 01306 747000 • kuoni.co.uk

jaipur • rajasthan & northern india

Amber Fort, Jaipur

ssss

TRIDENT, JAIPUR

ssss

stunning lakeside setting

SAMODE HAVELI, JAIPUR

a heritage hotel
With breathtaking views of the
Man Sagar Lake and Aravalli
hills, this striking hotel elegantly
combines traditional and
modern India in a beautiful
lakeside location. As well as a
fantastic base for exploring the
famous ‘Pink City’, the Trident
also enjoys every convenience
demanded by the modern
traveller including an inviting
courtyard-style pool with a
terrace and views over the
Aravalli hills. 134 rooms.

ssss

DERA MANDAWA

An intimate hotel built over
150 years ago by a prime
minister in the Jaipur court,
the Samode Haveli is set
within the city walls of Jaipur
and is infused with history
and legend. This charming
hotel has been meticulously
restored to combine historic
and contemporary features and
boasts a rooftop pool, Ayurvedic
massage centre and uniquely
designed rooms furnished
with antiques. 39 rooms.

sssss

a welcoming boutique hotel

JAI MAHAL PALACE

an 18th-century palace set amid 18 acres of mughal gardens
Located near the Chandpole gate,
one of the entrances to the ‘Pink
City’ of Jaipur, Dera Mandawa is
a charmingly fresh and unique
hotel. Drawing heavily on its
family heritage background, the
hotel has been developed as a
home-stay property, which aims to
provide guests with an authentic
cultural experience during their
stay. Guests can try their hand at
turban tying or enjoy a familyrun cookery course. Suites are
large, with a traditional Indian
influence and style. 11 suites.

Amber Fort & Jaipur City Tour
duration: full day

Jaipur, also known as the ‘City
of Victory’ was founded in 1727
and its striking architecure
features Hindu, Mughal and
Jain influences. Begin with a
visit to the 16th-Century Amber
Fort which houses stunning
palaces and temples. Next, visit
the walled City Palace – a former
royal residence – and enjoy a
photo stop at the unique Hawa
Mahal, or ‘Palace of the Winds’.
We highly recommend following
this tour with the evening Bazaar,
Cuisine & Crafts tour.

In downtown Jaipur, Jai Mahal
Palace is a step above your average
heritage hotel. Preserving the
regal customs of Rajasthan’s
heyday, you’ll feel like royalty with
the staff’s exceptional service.
Wander around the gardens and
discover features including a
giant chess board and vintage
cars by the palace’s entrance. The
hotel’s range of restaurants serves
both Indian and international
fare. This hotel is close to Jaipur’s
main shopping district and many
historical attractions. 100 rooms.

Evening Bazaar, Cuisine & Crafts of Old Jaipur
duration: 2½ hours

Since the founding of Jaipur in
1727, its artisans and craftspeople
have sold their respected
creations and still use traditional
methods to craft items today.
Meet your local guide at Hawa
Mahal, or ‘Palace of the Winds’,
and walk through the bazaar
as you chat to locals and try
authentic street food. Taste
freshly made pakora, samosa and
traditional sweets and observe
jewellers and silversmiths as
they work at their craft.
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THE OBEROI RAJVILAS
•

dedicated butler with every room

•

sssss
outstanding personalised service

•

peaceful luxury

Xxxxxxxxxxxxx

With the style of a traditional Rajasthani fort, this spectacular retreat
five miles outside Jaipur is a destination within itself.

Recreating the romance and grandeur of Rajasthan and encircled by
landscaped gardens and scattered pools, The Oberoi Rajvilas is a
picture-perfect retreat. First-class luxury is effortlessly blended with
Oberoi’s exceptionally high standards of service, making it one of the most
sought-after hotels in the world. Built around a 300-year-old Shiva temple,
the resort is also a wonderfully peaceful place for the spiritually minded to
enjoy some meditation or yoga. Slip into the beautiful pool for some gentle
reflection and relax at the spa with treatments designed to eke out every
ounce of tension from your body. There is also a fitness centre, two tennis
courts and a five-hole pitch and putt golf course.
Feast on exceptional Indian and international cuisine at the hotel‘s two
restaurants. Raj Mahal offers authentic dishes from across the country –
there's also a Tandoor bar where guests can participate in making Indian
breads and kebabs. Surya Mahal offers intimate meals and evenings of
traditional music and dance beneath a romantic blanket of stars, while
the Rajwada Library Bar provides an intimate setting to enjoy cocktails
and fine wines.
The rooms and luxury tents come with flat-screen television, minibar,
walk-in closet and butler service. Premier Rooms have four-poster beds and
stunning sunken marble baths overlooking a private walled garden, whilst
the Luxury Tents, which are available on request, have teak floors, private
garden and colonial style claw-foot baths.

Lobby lounge

Surya Mahal Restaurant

HOTEL DETAILS
SETTING h Set in beautiful 32-acre
gardens interspersed with pools and
fountains, 5 miles outside Jaipur
GETTING THERE h Approx. 40
minutes from the airport
ROOMS h 70 rooms and luxury tents
DINING h 2 restaurants, bar
FACILITIES h Swimming pool, spa,
fitness centre, tennis courts, pitch
and putt golf course
ACTIVITIES h Rise early for an
outdoor yoga class • Go birdwatching
to spot some of the 80 species

24

• Enjoy a thali dinner by the pool
WHAT’S INCLUDED h Breakfast at
Surya Mahal
MEAL UPGRADES h Half board
• Breakfast and dinner at Surya
Mahal h Full board • Breakfast, lunch
and dinner at Surya Mahal
OBEROI GOLDEN TRIANGLE h For
the ultimate experience as well as a
range of extra inclusions, combine
Oberoi hotels on our Oberoi Golden
Triangle itinerary. See p48-49
for details.

In store • Selected John Lewis stores • In travel agents • Call 01306 747000 • kuoni.co.uk

Premier Room

•

jaipur • rajasthan & northern india
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Udaipur, Jodhpur & Ranthambore
These hotels and
experiences are a taster of
what you can book with us.
Contact one of our Personal
Travel Experts to discuss
your ideal holiday.

Udaipur

Jodhpur

h

h

h

h

h

h

Ranthambore

Safari
h

h

h

h

h

h

INDIA

NI IN ID

After a day exploring Udaipur we were looking for a
romantic end to our trip and decided to take a ride
on Lake Pichola in a Shikara (a traditional boat). We
enjoyed the peace and tranquillity of the lake and
watched the sun set over the stunning backdrop of
the city skyline where palaces line the shore of the
lake. It was a truly memorable experience.
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Bharatpur
Jaipur

Sally Brownrigg-Ward - Personal Travel Expert, Bluewater

Jodhpur

Nimaj

Sawai Madhopur

Deogarh

Chittaurgarh
Udaipur

In store • Selected John Lewis stores • In travel agents • Call 01306 747000 • kuoni.co.uk

Ranthambore N. P.

udaipur, jodhpur & ranthambore • rajasthan & northern india

Udaipur

ssss

KHEM VILLAS, RANTHAMBORE

eco-aware jungle lodge

ssss

VIVANTA BY TAJ - SAWAI MADHOPUR

a historic lodge

Khem Villas is a luxury jungle
camp where guests can enjoy the
natural delights on the property
itself as well as the famous
Ranthambore National Park.
Accommodation is authentic and
simple with modern amenities.
There is a nightly campfire
where guests can be regaled
with tales from the staff who
have had many fascinating years
of experience of jungle life. 25
rooms, cottages and tents.

sssss

VIVANTA BY TAJ – HARI MAHAL, JODHPUR

palatial luxury

This 70 year-old hunting lodge
is surrounded by 12 acres of lush
foliage in Ranthambore and
managed by Taj Hotels Palaces
Resorts Safaris. It exudes historic
charm with its sumptuous and
traditional décor, and the lodge
has hosted many illustrious
guests including Queen
Elizabeth II. The main dining
room serves a mix of both Indian
and continental cuisine and you
can also choose to eat al fresco
on the Neem terrace. 36 rooms
and suites.

ssss

TRIDENT, UDAIPUR

sublime lake views

With its Marwar and Mughal
inspired architecture and
extravagant décor set within six
acres of gardens, this elegant
hotel is an oasis of calm and
tranquillity. Set close to the city
centre, this luxury hotel is a
21st-Century palatial homage
to the regal heritage of Jodhpur.
Enjoy flawless service, a grand
pool and some of the city’s finest
restaurants. 93 rooms and suites.

Ranthambore Game Drive in a Jeep
duration: around 3 hours

For a more personal and
intimate game drive experience
in Ranthambore, we recommend
that you pre-book game drives in
a 4x4 Jeep. These only carry six
passengers, ensuring a quieter,
more comfortable experience as
well as superior wildlife viewing.
Seats on jeeps are limited so book
well in advance to secure your
coveted spot. Please note that
game drives are operated by the
park authorities and not by the
hotels. Your journey may include
stops at other local hotels.

Revelling in stunning views
across the tranquil waters of
Lake Pichola and with soothing
tones and luxurious furnishings
throughout, Trident, Udaipur
offers a relaxing atmosphere
of decadent serenity. Aravalli
serves international cuisine,
the poolside terrace boasts
magnificent views and guests can
be entertained by Indian classical
performances in the evening.
141 rooms and suites.

Udaipur City Tour
duration: half day

Visit Udaipur’s magnificent
City Palace, the largest palace
complex in India. Blending
Mughal and Rajput influences,
this intricate marble and granite
structure overlooks Lake Pichola.
Continue to the 17th-Century
Jagdish temple, drive around
Fatehsagar Lake and visit the
Saheliyon-ki-Bari – a beautiful
18th-Century garden adorned
with fountains, marble elephants
and a lotus pond.
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THE OBEROI UDAIVILĀS
•

on the banks of lake lichola

•

sssss

exceptional personalised service

•

20-acre wildlife sanctuary

•

Xxxxxxxxxxxxx

A splendid palace on the banks of the serene Lake Pichola where you
can enjoy renowned Oberoi service.

Majesty and grandeur come to life in this magnificent resort which is set
on the banks of Lake Pichola. Designed as a royal palace, the courtyards,
gardens, pools and stunning architecture reflect the regal history of the
local region. The Oberoi Spa will envelop you in serenity, and there is also a
state-of-the art gym and two beautiful pools with gorgeous lake views. This
is a truly resplendent hotel fit for a king.
Trained by royal chefs, The Oberoi Udaivilās' expert chefs take great delight
in creating fine cuisine using the authentic flavours of Rajasthan served in
majestic restaurants with an opulent ambience. Sit down to an al fresco
dinner at Chandni for splendid views of the City Palace and Lake Pichola, or
enjoy the harmonies of live musicians at Udaimahal under a dome made to
resemble the night sky.
Lobby

Premier Rooms have bay windows strewn with colourful cushions looking
out to the resplendent trees and bougainvillea or the serene pool. You can
upgrade to a Premier Room with Semi-private Pool for direct access to a
shared pool, or for extra seclusion, enjoy a private courtyard and pool with
a Luxury Suite. All rooms are furnished with marble showers with three
settings to suit your preference and a lovely standalone claw-foot bath for a
relaxing soak. And as with each Oberoi ‘vilas’, all rooms come with 24-hour
butler service so your every whim can be attended to in true royal
Rajasthani style.
Udaimahal Restaurant

HOTEL DETAILS
SETTING h On the banks of Lake
Pichola in beautiful Udaipur, fringed
by the picturesque Aravalli Hills
GETTING THERE h Approx. 45
minutes from Udaipur airport
ROOMS h 87 rooms and suites
DINING h 3 restaurants, bar
FACILITIES h 2 outdoor heated
swimming pools, Oberoi Spa,
fitness centre, yoga sessions,
meditation sessions, Rajasthani
folk dances, Wi-Fi
ACTIVITIES h Spot wild boar and deer
at the resort’s wildlife sanctuary
• Enjoy views of Lake Pichola over a
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delicious Rajasthani meal at Chandni
• Soak in a marigold or milk and
rose bath for smooth skin at the
Oberoi Spa
WHAT’S INCLUDED h Breakfast at
Suryamahal or Chandni
MEAL UPGRADES h Half board
• Breakfast and dinner at Suryamahal
h Full board • Breakfast, lunch and
dinner at Suryamahal
OBEROI GOLDEN TRIANGLE h For
the ultimate experience of India, add
The Oberoi Udaivilās to our Oberoi
Golden Triangle itinerary. See
p48-49 for details.

In store • Selected John Lewis stores • In travel agents • Call 01306 747000 • kuoni.co.uk

Premier Room

udaipur • rajasthan & northern india

Udaipur City Palace
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TAJ LAKE PALACE
•

set on lake pichola

sssss

•

exceptional service

•

palatial grandeur

•

Xxxxxxxxxxxxx

A unique palace island on Udaipur’s romantic Lake Pichola,
providing the ultimate in exclusivity and luxury.

Framed by the backdrop of the striking Aravalli Hills, the luxurious Taj Lake
Palace is a beautiful island in itself, seemingly afloat amid the serenity of
Lake Pichola. Reachable by boat, this opulent marble hotel presents four
acres of graceful courtyards, pavilions and gardens with a refreshing
lakeside pool. Entirely captivating, there’s no wonder it was used as the
location of a secret lair in the James Bond movie Octopussy. Although this
might arouse curiosity from tourists, Taj Lake Palace is entirely exclusive
and only the hotel’s guests are present on the island.
The hotel’s staff are incredibly attentive and make every effort to cater to
your quirks and preferences, whether it‘s the chef creating a new dish
especially for your palate or simply greeting you warmly by name
accompanied with a smile. The resulting experience is an unforgettable one
that makes guests long to return.
Mouthwatering Indian dishes are served on Versace dinnerware at Neem
Kamal, while the open-air Bhairo restaurant is accompanied by far-reaching
views across the lake to Udaipur’s City Palace. For a spectacularly romantic
meal, dine at Mewar Terrace, an intimate domed pavilion for two which juts
out over the lake.
Lake views can be enjoyed from many of the rooms, each of which has a
traditional Indian heritage style – from the beautiful bedding of rich ochre
in Luxury Rooms to the delicate floral motifs in Palace Rooms.

Royal Spa Boat

Luxury Lakeview Room

HOTEL DETAILS
SETTING h A beautiful island in itself
and a short boat ride from the
shores of Lake Pichola
GETTING THERE h Approx. 45
minutes from Udaipur airport
ROOMS h 83 rooms
DINING h 3 restaurants including
rooftop dining, bar
FACILITIES h Swimming pool, spa,
spa boat
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ACTIVITIES h Enjoy an intimate
dinner for two at Mewar Terrace
• Revel in the Indian dance
performances each night • Rise
early for sunrise yoga on the rooftop
WHAT’S INCLUDED h Breakfast at
Jharokha
MEAL UPGRADES h Half board
• Breakfast and dinner at Jharokha
h Full board • Breakfast, lunch and
dinner at Jharokha.

In store • Selected John Lewis stores • In travel agents • Call 01306 747000 • kuoni.co.uk

udaipur • rajasthan & northern india
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UMAID BHAWAN PALACE
•

hilltop views of blue-hued jodhpur

•

sssss

a spectacular indian palace

•

home to jodhpur’s current royal family

•

Xxxxxxxxxxxxx

An opulent palace which is located on Jodhpur’s highest hill that's
both a hotel and a royal home.

With its magnificent sandstone edifice, this elegant hotel is a resplendent
landmark right in the heart of Jodhpur. Still home to the Maharaja of
Jodhpur, the Umaid Bhawan Palace is an eclectic blend of Edwardian
imperialism, Art Deco and cultured Indian flourishes. Take a guided
heritage walk around the palace and its grounds and visit the museum to
learn about the fascinating history of this royal home.
The Jiva Grande Spa offers an array of treatments to help work the muscles,
detoxify, improve sleep and nourish through massages and facials. Try
traditional treatments such as the ancient art of cupping (heat in glass cups
used as a vacuum on the skin) or an Indian head massage for deep relaxation.
Luxurious grounds and wonderful garden and city views create a majestic
retreat away from the commotion of Jodhpur. Take breakfast on the terrace
with views of the imposing Mehrangarh Fort in the distance, or request a
secluded dining spot in a private garden for palatial romance. Complete
with Taj’s renowned service which captures the essence of royal living,
you’ll feel like the Maharaja’s guest with staff who will diligently take note
of your preferences for an unparalleled personalised experience.
The high-ceilinged rooms and suites offer the extravagance of a palace
bedroom with lavish Art Deco style throughout, king-size beds and
picturesque views. The beautiful Palace Rooms overlook the lawns or
courtyard while Royal Suites look over to Mehrangarh Fort.

HOTEL DETAILS
SETTING h Set in 26 acres of lush
gardens high above the 'Blue City‘ of
Jodhpur, just a short drive from
attractions including Mehrangarh
Fort and Jaswant Thada
GETTING THERE h Approx. 10
minutes from Jodhpur airport
ROOMS h 64 opulent guest rooms
and suites
DINING h 3 restaurants, bar
FACILITIES h Jiva Grande Spa, pools,
fitness centre, tennis courts, squash
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courts, billiards and pool tables,
croquet and yoga facilities
ACTIVITIES h Have a traditional
Indian spa treatment at Jiva Grande
Spa • Watch the sunset as you dine
on the open veranda of Pillars
WHAT’S INCLUDED h Breakfast at
Pillars
MEAL UPGRADES h Half board
• Breakfast and dinner at Pillars
h Full board • Breakfast, lunch and
dinner at Pillars.

In store • Selected John Lewis stores • In travel agents • Call 01306 747000 • kuoni.co.uk

Risala

Spa

jodhpur • rajasthan & northern india

Mehrangarh Fort, Jodhpur
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THE OBEROI VANYAVILAS
•

game drives in the famous ranthambore national park

sssss
•

decadent tents

•

oberoi spa

Xxxxxxxxxxxxx

A luxurious tented resort just 10 minutes from Ranthambore
National Park.

An indulgent jungle resort at the edge of Ranthambore National Park,
Oberoi Vanyavilas is the perfect place to experience the wilds of India in
complete comfort.
Lavish tents reinvent your standard idea of camping and no luxury is spared
here – tents have air-conditioning, plush armchairs, silk bathrobes and a
four-poster bed with any pillow you desire from the pillow menu. A
freestanding bath tub and a separate marble shower offers an extra elegant
way to camp and you needn’t forego the latest technology either – an iPod
docking station, 32-inch TV and Wi-Fi all feature too. The stunning dining
room features hand-painted frescoes of flowers and animals and offers
gourmet western, Thai and Indian cuisine.
Resident naturalists are on hand to provide information about the local
wildlife, giving you knowledge which will stay with you forever. After
tiger-spotting in the jungle, relax in luxury in your tent or unwind at the
Oberoi Spa and fitness tent amid pools in a fountained courtyard. A cool
and inviting pool is perfect relief if you’re travelling in warmer seasons. Or
if you prefer, choose one of the resort’s many activities to make the most of
your time here; from private yoga sessions to a Chambal River Safari,
there’s an abundance of ways to enjoy your time in India’s wilderness.

Dining room

Lobby

HOTEL DETAILS
SETTING h Surrounded by the beauty
of the wilds, close to the national park
GETTING THERE h Approx. 4 hours’
drive from Jaipur
ROOMS h 25 luxurious tents
DINING h Restaurant, bar
FACILITIES h Swimming pool, Oberoi
Spa and fitness tent, Wi-Fi
ACTIVITIES h Go on an exciting game
drive in Ranthambore National Park
• Enjoy a private dinner in the
mango grove • Spot constellations
from the observation tower in a
stargazing session
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WHAT’S INCLUDED h Breakfast in
the dining room
MEAL UPGRADES h Half board
• Breakfast and dinner in the dining
room h Full board • Breakfast, lunch
and dinner in the dining room
NEED TO KNOW h Ranthambore
National Park is closed 01 Jul-30 Sep
OBEROI GOLDEN TRIANGLE h For
the ultimate experience of India, add
Oberoi Vanyavilas to our Oberoi
Golden Triangle itinerary. See p48-49
for details.

In store • Selected John Lewis stores • In travel agents • Call 01306 747000 • kuoni.co.uk

Luxury Tent

•

ranthambore • rajasthan & northern india

Tiger in Ranthambore National Park
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Rural Rajasthan... your way
These hotels and
experiences are a taster of
what you can book with us.
Contact one of our Personal
Travel Experts to discuss
your ideal holiday.

Jaisalmer

Nagaur
h

h
h
h
h
h

Thar Desert

Heritage hotels

h

h

h

h

h

h

INDIA

Corbett N. P.

Delhi
Bikaner

The Serai

Thar Desert

Jaisalmer

Ga

Nagaur

s

Ranvas
Jaipur

Chhatra Sigar

Agra

Shahpura Bagh

Jodhpur

Jawai

nge

Ranthambore N. P.

Rawla Narlai
Chittaurgarh

Udaipur

Jaisalmer Fort
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In store • Selected John Lewis stores • In travel agents • Call 01306 747000 • kuoni.co.uk
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Gadi Sagar (Gadisar) Lake, Jaisalmer

ssss

SHAHPURA BAGH

ssss

a quaint and rural home-stay escape in authentic rajasthan

CHHATRA SAGAR, NIMAJ

a small elegant camp perched on the dam of a reservoir

In a tranquil setting between
Jaipur and Udaipur, Shahpura
Bagh is an ideal stopover for
those looking to experience the
rural culture of Rajasthan. The
lakeside estate, secluded within
45 acres, is a nature-lover’s dream.
The 250 man-made lakes are ideal
for birdwatchers and ramblers,
with many spots for guests to
relax beside them. The nature of
the home-stay experience means
food is served in the dining room
alongside other guests and the
Shahpura family. 9 suites.

ssss

RAWLA NARLAI

Just over a dozen white tents
sit harmoniously in the rural
countryside of India on the dam
of a century-old reservoir. Built
by nobleman Thakur Chhatra
Singh to harvest the monsoon
water, the reservoir transformed
the dry land to ideal farming
conditions. Each tent has a
private deck – perfect for sipping
tea and watching the sunrise over
the lake – and a 4x4 jeep visit to
local farms and settlements gives
you an insight into daily life in
rural Rajasthan. 13 tents.

sssss

original charm and rural beauty

THE SERAI, JAISALMER

luxury desert camp

Given as a gift to Maharaj Ajit
Singhji of Jodhpur, this former
home is now a boutique heritage
hotel. The hotel stands at the foot
of the monumental Elephant Hill,
a giant rocky hill home to a white
elephant statue which sits at the
top. Climb the steps at sunrise for
a fantastic view of the village and
beyond. A stay here isn’t complete
without the spellbinding
‘Dinner at the Step-well’. Dine in
splendour at the Baori (step-well)
surrounded by hundreds of oil
lamps and lanterns. 32 rooms.

sssss

JAWAI

Festooned with prestigious
honours from the likes of
Tatler and Condé Nast, this
magnificent retreat is a luxurious
desert camp in the scrubs of
the beautiful Thar Desert. As
a Relais & Chateaux property
quality is inherent; delight in
the Raison d’Etre Spa, savour
epicurean cuisine, a beautiful
pool and well-appointed tented
accommodation – some with a
private plunge pool. 21 tents.

ssss

ultra-modern camping in the indian wilderness
A Relais & Chateaux property,
Jawai is a one-of-a-kind
breathtaking camp offering a
reimagined safari experience.
Found among the granite hills
between Jodhpur and Udaipur,
this is a far cry from the rustic
wood-and-canvas affair; it’s where
the Jungle Book meets modern
chic. Dine by the campfire and
soak up the rugged ambience on
your private deck. On 4x4 game
drives you might spot monkeys,
birds and – the camp’s key
attraction – wild leopards. 9 tents.

RANVAS, NAGAUR

once a sanctuary for the maharaja
In a bid to find refuge, the
Maharaja Bakat Singh built
a retreat within the walls of
Ahhichatragarh Fort. It was
completed to the highest level of
splendour and is now a sprawling
playground of history where you
can stay in one of the ten restored
ranis’ havelis (queens’ mansions).
Experience life inside a royal
hideaway as you wander around
the fort’s grounds. Take a guided
tour along the ramparts or visit
the Nagaur town for a real taste
of local life. 27 rooms.
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TH TAJ MAHAL

Agra & the Taj Mahal... your way
These hotels and
experiences are a taster of
what you can book with us.
Contact one of our Personal
Travel Experts to discuss
your ideal holiday.

Taj Mahal

Fatehpur Sikri

h

h

h

h

h

h

Agra Fort

Itimad-ud-Daulah

h

h

h

h

h

h
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DAYAL BAGH
Tomb of Akbar the Great

SIKANDRA
LOHAMANDI

AGRA
Itmad-ud-Daula
Agra Fort
Taj Mahal

Air Force Station Agra

Trident Agra

The Oberoi Amarvilas
ITC Mughal

Sadar Bazar

AGRA CANTT
Fatehpur Sikri (km approx.)
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In store • Selected John Lewis stores • In travel agents • Call 01306 747000 • kuoni.co.uk
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Taj Mahal
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TRIDENT, AGRA

sssss

near the taj mahal

ITC MUGHAL

modern mughal luxury
This attractive hotel is built from
local red sandstone in a style
harking back to the Mughals and
set amidst beautiful gardens just a
mile away from the spellbinding
Taj Mahal. Offering warm
hospitality and a stunning pool
overlooked by an à la carte dining
area and elegant rooms, Trident,
Agra is a comfortable and relaxed
base from which to explore all the
sights of Agra. 135 rooms.

Taj Mahal & Agra City Tour

Awash with greenery, with streams
and ponds scattered through the
grounds, this luxury resort brings
award-winning architecture of the
Mughal Empire to Agra, the home
of the Taj Mahal. Just 15 minutes
away from the Taj Mahal and Agra
Fort, you can enjoy modern luxury
within reach of two of India’s
most famous sights. All rooms are
modern with comfortable beds.
Sample the famous Dal Bukhara at
Peshawri, and re-energise at Kaya
Kalp – The Royal Spa. 233 rooms.

Old Agra: The Road not Taken

duration: half day

duration: half day
On this half-day tour discover the
spectacular Taj Mahal, a worldfamous monument to Mughal
emperor Shah Jahan’s love for
his late wife. This magnificent
monument’s architecture, garden
design, painting and calligraphy
embody the wealth and luxury
of Mughal art. You will also visit
Agra Fort, a spectacular citadel
with marble palaces, ornate
alcoves and terrace pavilions.

Delve beyond the major tourist
attractions and explore the
little-visited area of Old Agra.
Once you’ve seen the Taj Mahal
and Agra Fort, this tour is ideal
for getting under the skin of this
former imperial capital with a
rickshaw or tonga (horse-drawn
carriage) taking you down its
hidden lanes and alleyways. Get
an intimate glimpse into local
life as you take a peek in shops
and temples and discover a
fascinating, untold history of life
before and after the Taj Mahal.
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THE OBEROI AMARVILĀS
•

taj mahal views from every room

•

sssss
24-hour butler service

•

oberoi spa

•

Xxxxxxxxxxxxx

Undeniably the best place to stay for exceptional views of one of the
New7Wonders of the World, the iconic Taj Mahal.

The Oberoi Amarvilās is the ultimate place to stay in Agra, with glorious
views over the Taj Mahal from almost every window and opulent luxury in a
style befitting the great Mughal emperor whose magnificent masterpiece
stands before it. When designed, it was decided that every room should
look out to the Taj Mahal, making it the only hotel in Agra where you can
gaze at this everlasting monument no matter which room you are in.
Each room is furnished with handsome hand-woven fabric and Burmese teak
wood, lending itself to luxuriously comfortable days and evenings spent
lounging and enjoying the exquisite view. The Premier Rooms are a fantastic
choice, featuring a large picture window from which to enjoy those Taj views
and for some outside space you can upgrade to a Premier Room with
Balcony. As with all Oberoi ‘vilas’, 24-hour butler service comes as standard in
every room.
There are two restaurants, including Esphahan where the focus is on
authentic Indian cooking, with freshly baked flat breads and Mughal curries
on the menu. Bellevue offers a mix of Indian, Thai, Indonesian and
Lebanese specialities – known to be the favourites of past Mughal
emperors. The Bar’s terrace has one of the best views of the Taj Mahal in
Agra; here you can find signature cocktails, and numerous spirits to suit
your taste. Relax at the lavish spa, where traditional Thai and Balinese
massages as well as ancient Ayurvedic treatments are on offer, or by the
stunning pool which is set in a picturesque Moorish-style courtyard.

Bellevue

Premier Room with Balcony (on request)

HOTEL DETAILS
SETTING h Boasting exquisite views
of the iconic Taj Mahal, just under
half a mile away from the monument
GETTING THERE h Approx. 45
minutes from Agra airport
ROOMS h 102 rooms and suites, all
with a view of the Taj Mahal
DINING h 2 restaurants, bar, lounge
FACILITIES h Pool, steam room,
Oberoi Spa, fitness centre, Wi-Fi
ACTIVITIES h Savour a 4-course menu
under the stars • Sip on an Oberoi
signature cocktail at The Bar with
breathtaking views of the Taj Mahal
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• Enjoy a live evening dance
performance in traditional Indian style.
WHAT’S INCLUDED h Breakfast at
Bellevue
MEAL UPGRADES h Half board
• Breakfast and dinner at Bellevue
h Full board • Breakfast, lunch and
dinner at Bellevue
OBEROI GOLDEN TRIANGLE h For
the ultimate experience in India, as
well as a range of extra inclusions,
combine Oberoi hotels on our Oberoi
Golden Triangle itinerary. See p48-49
for details.

In store • Selected John Lewis stores • In travel agents • Call 01306 747000 • kuoni.co.uk

agra • rajasthan & northern india

View of the Taj Mahal from the Tea Lounge
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Varanasi & Khajuraho
These hotels and
experiences are a taster of
what you can book with us.
Contact one of our Personal
Travel Experts to discuss
your ideal holiday.

Varanasi

Khajuraho

h

h

h

h

h

h

River Ganges
h

NI IN ID
Polly Waterhouse - Acting Assistant Manager, Solihull

h
h

Varanasi is the holiest city in India and you
certainly feel that there is something special in the
air. The best way to experience it is by a boat ride
down the Ganges at sunrise. You can see colourful
saris laid out on the side of the river to dry, local
people both old and young bathing, and the holy
swamis on their pilgrimages to the waters. Not to mention the ghats
where the Indian people say farewell to their loved ones who have
departed this world and cremate their bodies. Varanasi is such a
magical place and its colours, sights and sounds are something truly
amazing to experience.
Shimla

Corbett N. P.

Delhi
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nge

s

Agra

Jaipur

Taj Nadesar Palace

Gwalior

Brijrama Palace

Ranthambore N. P.

Varanasi

Khajuraho

LaLiT Temple View
N ar m
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Bandhavgarh N. P.
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Kanha N. P.
Pench N. P.

Nagur
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NADESAR PALACE, VARANASI

royal service

sssss

BRIJRAMA PALACE, VARANASI

a spectacular palace overlooking the sacred river ganges

Varanasi’s most exquisite hotel
has hosted an array of rich and
famous guests, from royalty to
celebrities. Part of the prestigious
Taj Hotels Palaces Resorts Safaris
group, this boutique historic
hideaway nestles amid verdant
gardens just a stone’s throw from
the sacred River Ganges and
boasts an exquisite Jiva Spa and
a range of dining experiences
including traditional Indian
cuisine and poolside barbeques.
10 rooms.

sssss

LALIT TEMPLE VIEW, KHAJURAHO

overlooking khajuraho temples

In India’s holiest city, a walled
palace offers a glimpse into the
grandeur of the life of an Indian
royal family. The heart of the
palace lies in the captivating Bada
Aangan, the main atrium and each
evening, its three floors are flooded
with live music, creating a magical
space for guests to enjoy. Dine on
traditional vegetarian delicacies in
fine dining style at the Darbhanga
restaurant and head out on a short
walk to see the enchanting mass
of tealights lit at the Ganges aarti
ceremony. 32 rooms.

Varanasi on Foot – Kashi, The City of Light
duration: 4 hours

The LaLiT Temple View, just
500 metres from the famous
UNESCO-listed Western Group
of Temples, offers spectacular
views from contemporary
surrounds with a flourish of
exotic local influence. This
remarkable boutique hotel offers
international cuisine at the
Panna Restaurant and facilities
include a steamroom, sauna and
Rejuve, a state-of-the-art spa using
traditional techniques. 48 rooms.

Varanasi on Foot – Northern Bazaars & Hidden Alleys
duration: 4 hours

Experience an adventure in the
wonderful and puzzling galis
(alleys) of northern Varanasi,
also known by the name Banaras.
Learn what life is like in one
of oldest surviving cities in
the world as you take a peek
in bazaars and temples, before
heading to the lesser travelled
part of the city where you
can learn a little more about
Varanasi’s fascinating history.

Discover the spiritual and
religious sites of India’s holiest
city as you follow ancient paths
to Hindu temples and Muslim
mosques. Witness the cremation
rituals observed at Manikarnika,
the burning ghat, an important
part of Hinduism, then visit the
Kashi Vishwanath Temple. Held
as one of the most sacred Hindu
temples in the world, it is one
of twelve jyotirlingas which are
special shrines dedicated to the
Hindu god, Shiva. A passport is
required to enter the temple.

Temples of Khajuraho Experience
duration: half day

Explore a collection of the
original 85 majestic temples of
UNESCO World Heritage-listed
Khajuraho on this half-day tour.
The most famous in the western
group is Kandariya Mahadeva,
which features exquisitely carved
friezes depicting the sensual
aspects of life. The eastern group
boasts fine examples of both Jain
and Hindu temples, including
the beautiful Parsvanath temple.
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SUGGESTED ITINERARY

Delhi

Agra

Ranthambore

Jaipur

Jodhpur

Udaipur

2

1

3

2

2

2

4 hours

6 hours

4 hours

5½ hours

5 hours

Delhi
1

1½ hours (flight)

Amber Fort, Jaipur

Taj Mahal, Agra

SUGGESTED ITINERARY
Experience a journey that takes you around India’s iconic Golden Triangle, into
beautiful Ranthambore and to the Rajasthani cities of Jodphur and Udaipur.
DELHI h In India’s bustling
metropolitan capital, you’ll divide
your time between the contrasting
Old and New Delhi quarters. In
Old Delhi, visit fantastic landmarks
including the historic Red Fort, the
Chandni Chowk bazaar and the
resplendent Jama Masjid, the biggest
mosque in India. In New Delhi, you’ll
drive past the Presidential Palace,
India Gate and the Parliament
house and visit Qutab Minar and
Humayun’s Tomb.
AGRA h One of India’s most popular
destinations, Agra is home to the
world-renowned Taj Mahal. During
your time here, you’ll have the
chance to enjoy the cultural wonder
at both sunrise and sunset, the best
times of the day to see the beauty
of the stunning white marble

mausoleum. You’ll also visit the Red
Fort of Agra.
RANTHAMBORE h One of the largest
reserves in Northern India,
Ranthambore National Park is
renowned for its excellent tiger
population. You can enjoy morning
and afternoon game drives during
your stay, so there is ample
opportunity to try and spot the wild
Bengal tigers in their natural
environment.
JAIPUR h Continue to Jaipur, a city
rich in cultural heritage. You’ll visit
the beautiful Amber Fort, a sprawling
historic palace complex situated
within the Aravalli Hills, the stunning
City Palace complex and the royal
observatory of Jantar Mantar.

JODHPUR h Otherwise known as The
Blue City , Jodhpur is a medieval
city famed for its majestic forts and
palaces. Among the bustling streets,
you’ll visit the Mehrangarh Fort, the
former 15th-Century royal palace
complex. Situated on a hill
overlooking the city, this is a great
place to view the blue-painted
houses that populate much of the
city’s old quarter.
UDAIPUR h The romantic lake-side
city of Udaipur lies on the southern
side of the Aravalli Hill range.
There’s a real old-heritage charm to
this timeless city, where you can
enjoy the beautiful architecture of
the towering City Palace, and a
late-afternoon boating trip on
Udaipur’s stunning Lake Pichola.

Jodhpur

INDIA
Delhi

Ga

nge

s

Agra

Jaipur
Jodhpur
Ranthambore N. P.

Udaipur
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rma

da

TRIP DETAILS
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SUGGESTED ROUTE
13 nights round trip from Delhi
h Delhi: 2 nights
h Agra: 1 night
h Ranthambore: 3 nights
h Jaipur: 2 nights
h Jodphur: 2 nights
hUdaipur: 2 nights
h Delhi: 1 night

TAILOR MADE h This itinerary is
completely flexible, so you can choose
your own number of nights and
accommodation, add excursions or
extend your holiday
NEED TO KNOW h 2 complimentary
bottles of mineral water will be
provided each day

PRIVATE TOUR h This is a private
itinerary including a car and driver
and local English-speaking tour
guides for any sightseeing

STAY LONGER h It’s simple to add a
stay at one of India’s beach resorts to
the end of this itinerary (see pages
80-87 and 90-95).

In store • Selected John Lewis stores • In travel agents • Call 01306 747000 • kuoni.co.uk

Ranthambore National Park
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Jama Masjid, Delhi
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SUGGESTED ITINERARY

Delhi

Mandawa

Nagaur

Pali

Udaipur

Shahpura

Jaipur

2

2

1

2

1

1

2

6 hours

4 hours

6 hours

4 hours

5 hours

4 hours

Delhi
1

5 hours

Udaipur

SUGGESTED ITINERARY
A great choice for those looking to explore in more depth, this suggested itinerary
gives an insight into rural Rajasthan, probably the country’s well-known state.
MANDAWA h Located in the
Shekhawati region, Mandawa is a
beautiful 18th-Century town known
for its vast array of havelis and
fantastic restaurants. Traditionally
the old settlements for rich
merchant families, the havelis are a
major attraction for tourists visiting
the area. They retain a lovely
bygone charm – you can enjoy
splendid sights of lavishly painted
walls and opulent architecture.

INDIA
Delhi
Mandawa
Nagaur
Pali

s

UDAIPUR h The romantic lake-side
city of Udaipur lies on the southern
side of the Aravalli Hill range. This

SHAHPURA & JAIPUR h Travel to the
luxurious Shahpura Bagh hotel (p37).
Once a summer residence for the
rulers of Shahpura, it’s now an
elegantly-restored boutique hotel, set
within a 45-acre estate of stunning
gardens and lakes. Continue to Jaipur,
a city rich in cultural heritage where
you’ll visit the breathtaking Amber
Fort, the City Palace complex with its
ornate palaces, courtyards and
gardens, and the royal observatory of
Jantar Mantar.

nge

JODHPUR & CHANOUD h En-route
to your stay in Chanoud, you’ll take
a tour of the medieval city of
Jodhpur. Visit the Mehrangarh Fort,
the former 15th-Century royal
palace complex. Situated on a hill
overlooking the city, this is a great
place to spot the blue-painted
houses that populate much of the
city’s old quarter. Continue to the
intimate hotel of Chanoud Garh, a
charming 300-year-old converted
palace set within the heart of rural
Rajasthan.

timeless city is full of old-heritage
charm and beautiful architecture,
particularly in the towering City
Palace. Take a late-afternoon
boating trip on Udaipur’s stunning
Lake Pichola.

Ga

NAGAUR During your stopover in
Nagaur, stay at the luxurious Ranvas
hotel (p37). Situated within the
majestic Ahhichatragarh Fort, the
Ranvas is a sensitively restored
heritage hotel, surrounded by a
sprawling complex of charming
gardens and temples. Suites are
designed in the style of private
h

havelis so expect luxurious interiors,
private courtyards and generous
outdoor living areas

View from The Amber Fort, Jaipur

Jaipur
Shahpura

Udaipur

Na

rma

da

TRIP DETAILS
SUGGESTED ROUTE
13 nights round trip from Delhi
h Delhi: 2 nights
h Mandawa: 2 nights
h Nagaur: 1 night
h Pali: 2 nights
h Udaipur: 2 nights
h Shahpura: 1 night
h Jaipur: 2 nights
h Delhi: 1 night
PRIVATE TOUR h This is a private
itinerary including a car and driver
and local English-speaking tour
guides for any sightseeing

46

TAILOR MADE h This itinerary is
completely ﬂexible, so you can choose
your own number of nights and
accommodation, add excursions or
extend your holiday
NEED TO KNOW h 2 complimentary
bottles of mineral water will be
provided each day
STAY LONGER h It’s simple to add a
stay to Agra to the end of this
itinerary. Alternatively, consider
adding a stay at one of India’s beach
resorts (p80-95).
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SUGGESTED ITINERARY

Delhi

Agra

Jaipur

2

1

2

4 hours

6 hours

Delhi
1

5 hours

Amber Fort, Jaipur

SUGGESTED ITINERARY
On this luxurious private journey discover the world-famous sights of Delhi,
Jaipur and Agra whilst staying at opulent Oberoi hotels.
DELHI h Your luxury journey begins
in the capital Delhi, where you will
stay at The Oberoi Gurgaon (p19).
During your full day in the city
embark on a tour, exploring Old
Delhi’s narrow streets and colourful
bazaars on a rickshaw ride before
discovering the contrasting sights of
New Delhi.
AGRA h Continue to Agra for an
overnight stay at The Oberoi
Amarvilas (p40) which stands just
600 metres from the Taj Mahal.
Embark on a tour of the massive
16th-Century sandstone Amber Fort.
Spend some time relaxing at your
hotel before you visit the majestic Taj
Mahal (closed Friday). Its cool marble
and clear symmetry are

justifiably a masterpiece of the
modern world and its awe-inspiring
beauty has to be seen to be believed.
JAIPUR h Drive to the ‘Pink City’ of
Jaipur, stopping to wander the
deserted Mughal city of Fatehpur
Sikri en route. Transfer to your hotel,
The Oberoi Rajvilas (p26) which is
located just five miles from the city
centre and recreates the architecture
of a traditional Rajasthani fort. Take
an afternoon walk through the
bazaars of Jaipur. During your time
here you‘ll also visit the Amber Fort,
and join a city tour which includes
visits to the Royal Observatory and
Maharaja’s Palace, plus a photo stop
outside the Palace of the Winds.

The Oberoi Rajvilas, Jaipur
Shimla

INDIA
Bikaner

Gan

ges

Jaipur
Jodhpur

Corbett N. P.

Delhi

Agra
Bharatpur

Ranthambore N. P.

Udaipur

The Oberoi Amarvilas, Agra
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TRIP DETAILS
SUGGESTED ROUTE
5 nights round trip from Delhi
h Delhi: 2 nights
h Agra: 1 night
h Jaipur: 2 nights
h Delhi: 1 night
PRIVATE TOUR h This is a private
itinerary including a car and driver
and local English-speaking tour
guides for any sightseeing
TAILOR MADE h This itinerary is
completely flexible, so you can choose

your own number of nights and
accommodation, add excursions or
extend your holiday

walking tour of Jaipur’s Bazaar Jeep
ride to and from Jaipur’s Amber Fort
h Yoga/meditation session in Jaipur.

SPECIAL INCLUSIONS h Upgrade to a
Premier Room at The Oberoi Gurgaon
h 1 dinner at The Oberoi Amarvilas
h Visit to Taj Mahal in Oberoi
Amarvilas’ golf cart h Upgrade from a
Premier Room to Luxury Tent at The
Oberoi Rajvilas h 30 minute spa
treatment for two at The Oberoi
Rajvilas h Exclusively-designed

STAY LONGER h For the complete
Oberoi experience, extend your
holiday by including a stay at The
Oberoi Udaivilas in Udaipur (p28)
and The Oberoi Vanyavilas in
Ranthambore (p34).

India Gate Delhi
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SUGGESTED ITINERARY

Delhi

Jaipur

Agra

Khajuraho

Varanasi

2

2

2

1

2

5½ hours

5 hours

7½ hours (train & road)

¾ hour (ﬂight)

Delhi
1

1½ hours (ﬂight)

Taj Mahal, Agra

Varanasi

SUGGESTED ITINERARY
Embark on a journey of discovery to India’s iconic Golden Triangle and the
incredible cities of Khajuraho and Varanasi.
DELHI h In India’s bustling capital,
you’ll divide your time between
the contrasting Old and New Delhi
quarters. In Old Delhi, you’ll visit
fantastic landmarks including the
historic Red Fort, the Chandni
Chowk bazaar and the resplendent
Jama Masjid, the biggest mosque in
India. In New Delhi, take a driving
tour around the city taking in sights
such as the impressive colonialera Presidential Palace and visit
Humayun’s Tomb.
JAIPUR h Continue to Jaipur,
Rajasthan’s capital, rich in cultural
heritage. You’ll visit the beautiful
Amber Fort, a sprawling historic
palace complex situated within the
Aravalli Hills. You’ll then return to
the city to visit the stunning City
Palace complex and the royal

observatory of Jantar Mantar.
AGRA h One of India’s most popular
destinations, Agra is home to the
renowned Taj Mahal. During your
time here, you’ll visit the cultural
wonder at both sunrise and sunset,
notably the best times of the day to
see the radiant beauty of the
stunning white marble mausoleum.
You’ll also visit the Red Fort of Agra,
a 16th-Century red sandstone
monument that was once the main
residence of the Mughal Empire.
KHAJURAHO h Khajuraho is a small
town that boasts an incredible
UNESCO World Heritage-listed
archaeological site. During your stay,
you’ll have the chance to explore
this incredible temple complex.
Constructed during the medieval
Chandella dynasty, this is an area

abundant with exquisite rock
carvings. Of the original 85 temples
that were built, only about 20
remain, so this is truly a site to be
cherished.
VARANASI h A real highlight of this
trip is the extraordinarily colourful
and vibrant city of Varanasi, the
spiritual capital of India. Join a full
day’s tour, beginning at the River
Ganges where you’ll observe the
ﬂock of pilgrims at the Bathing
Ghats, cleansing themselves of their
physical and spiritual sins. You’ll
also venture to Sarnath, the
illustrious locale of Buddha’s ﬁrst
sermon, and you’ll end your day at
the Dashashwamedh Ghat to
witness the ‘Ganga Aarti’, the
routine ceremonial worshipping of
the sacred Ganges.

Khajuraho

INDIA
Delhi
Gan

ges

Jaipur

Agra

Varanasi
Kahajuraho
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TRIP DETAILS
SUGGESTED ROUTE
10 nights Chennai to Cochin
h Delhi: 2 nights
h Jaipur: 2 nights
h Agra: 2 nights
h Khajuraho: 1 night
h Varanasi: 2 nights
h Delhi: 1 night
PRIVATE TOUR h This is a private
itinerary including a car and driver
and local English-speaking tour
guides for any sightseeing

TAILOR MADE h This itinerary is
completely ﬂexible, so you can choose
your own number of nights and
accommodation, add excursions or
extend your holiday
NEED TO KNOW h 2 complimentary
bottles of mineral water will be
provided each day
STAY LONGER h It’s simple to add a
stay at one of India’s beach resorts on
to the end of this itinerary (see pages
80-87 and 90-95).
Qutb Minar, Delhi
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Amber Fort, near Jaipur
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HIMALAYAN INDIA

Himalayan India
• Toy trains • hill stations • Golden Temple • Bengal tigers • tea plantations
• mountain retreats • Shimla • Wagah border • former capitals of the British Raj
• Viceregal Lodge • Amritsar • Darjeeling • wellness retreats • rhinoceros

Destination highlights

Random fact

Events & Festivals

h

h

h
h
h
h
h

h

h
h

UONI INSIDE

Best time to travel

The essentials

Donna Howard, Personal Travel Expert, Kensington
h

Amritsar was probably my
favourite place in India.
The Golden Temple was
breathtaking; everyone has to
remove their shoes and wash
their feet and its kitchen
feeds the poor 24 hours a day. The ‘Changing
of the Guard’ ceremony at the border was like
a football match – India in red and Pakistan in
black with cheering from the crowds!

h

h

h

GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT HIMALAYAN INDIA
TIME DIFFERENCE h GMT +5½ hours
FLYING TIME h Delhi 8¼ hours; Calcutta
(Kolkata) 12½ hours
VISA h A visa is needed for travel to India. British
passport holders are able to apply for an E-Visa.
The E-Visa needs to be applied for online in
advance of travel and travellers must posess a
machine readable passport. Please call for
more information

CURRENCY h Rupee
LANGUAGE h Hindi and English (English is
widely spoken)
CAPITAL h New Delhi
USEFUL PHRASES h Namaste – Hello;
Dhanyvaad – Thank you; Haan/Nahi – Yes/No;
Paani – Water; Khana – Food; Ruko – Stop.
Kitna – How much?; Kaise Ho – How are you?
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B SHIMLA

C AMRITSAR

D CALCUTTA (KOLKATA)

E CORBETT NATIONAL

The former summer capital
of the British Raj, with a
fantastic foothills setting.

A spiritual city that is home
to the beautiful Golden
Temple.

A former trading post of the
East India Company with
grand colonial architecture.

The country’s oldest
national park.

Shimla p54

Amritsar p52

Calcutta (Kolkata) p56

Corbett p54

PARK

F KAZIRANGA NATIONAL
PARK

A great place to see the rare
great one-horned rhinoceros.
Kaziranga p56
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Dharamshla
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Amritsar
Shimla

Rishikesh

Corbett N. P.
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Kathmandu

Kanchenjunga

Gangtok

Pelling

Kalimpong

Darjeeling

Agra

Jaipur

Mount Everest

BHUTAN
Kaziranga N.P.

ASSAM

Ranthambore N. P.

Jhansi

Orchha Fort

Varanasi
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Bandhavgarh
Tiger Reserve

Calcutta

Pench Tiger Reserve

Kanha Tiger Reserve

INDIA
BAY O
BENGAL
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Amritsar & the Western Himalaya
These hotels and
experiences are a taster of
what you can book with us.
Contact one of our Personal
Travel Experts to discuss
your ideal holiday.

Amritsar

Shimla

h

h

h

h

h

h

Corbett National Park

Rishikesh

h

h

h

h

h

h

Amritsar

CHINA

Hyatt Amritsar

The Oberoi Wildﬂower Hall
Shimla

The Oberoi Sukhvilas

The Oberoi Cecil

Chandigarh

Ananda Spa in The Himalayas

Rishikesh

The Gateway Resort Corbett
Corbett N. P.

INDIA
Delhi

Ga

Snow-capped Himalayas
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amritsar & the western himalaya • himalayan india
ssssd

HYATT AMRITSAR

ssssd

excellent location at the heart of the city

THE OBEROI CECIL, SHIMLA

colonial luxury with outstanding foothill views

A gracefully elegant hotel,
the Hyatt Amritsar entwines
a traditional way of life with
contemporary clean style. Set
amid beautiful gardens at the
heart of Amritsar and close to the
awe-inspiring Golden Temple.
The Lounge Bar offers all-day
coffees, teas and shortbreads
moving onto cocktails and other
beverages in the evening. An
outdoor swimming pool allows
you to relax after a busy day and
there is also an extensive spa.
248 rooms and suites.

sssss

THE OBEROI WILDFLOWER HALL, SHIMLA

luxurious retreat with breathtaking views

An elegant and historic building,
the prestigious Oberoi Cecil
evokes the charm of the colonial
era and has a fantastic setting in
the foothills of the Himalayas,
just ten minutes from Shimla.
Beautifully restored, it features
wooden floors, crackling fires and
period furniture, all of which add
to your heritage experience. At the
hotel’s main restaurant you can
enjoy fine dining in the evenings
while The Lounge is the perfect
spot for a drink and light
meals.
Xxxxxxxxxxxxx
75 rooms.

ssss

THE GATEWAY RESORT CORBETT

a secluded wildlife retreat within a beautiful setting

Formerly the residence of Lord
Kitchener, the spectacular Oberoi
Wildflower Hall is set on a pinescented mountain, 45 minutes
from Shimla. This glorious
retreat has been luxuriously
rebuilt to recreate the grandeur
of the rich colonial era. Sample
Pan-Asian and continental
cuisine whilst viewing the
spectacular surroundings from
The Restaurant’s terrace. The
sophisticated and welcoming
Cavalry Bar is the perfect retreat
after a busy day. 87 rooms.

sssss

ANANDA IN THE HIMALAYAS, NEAR RISHIKESH

sumptuous retreat where the focus is on wellness

Surrounded by one of India’s
most renowned national parks,
The Gateway Corbett combines
picturesque views and luxury
amenities with a lovely natural
charm. An enchanting wildlife
retreat, the hotel is perfect for
guests wanting a tranquil break
surrounded by India’s great
outdoors, with a vast array of
activities available. We highly
recommend visiting the Dhikala
Entry Point, an area near to the
hotel that is a known favourite
for tiger spotting. 61 rooms.

sssss

THE OBEROI SUKHVILAS, CHANDIGARH

an idyllic rural spa retreat for indulgent relaxation

Feel the stress begin to melt away
from the moment you arrive
at this serene retreat which is
nestled in forested foothills and
sits in a Maharaja’s sprawling
palace estate overlooking the
Ganges. The enchanting setting
is perfect for an authentic
wellness escape. Discover the
wonders of holistic healing as
ancient Indian arts harmonise
your senses and leave you feeling
energised, centred and nurtured
while also setting you on the path
to a healthier lifestyle. 78 rooms.

Walking Tour of Old Amritsar
duration: 1½ hours

Join a local English-speaking
guide as you make your way
through the city of Amritsar on
foot. You’ll walk through narrow
streets and markets and learn
about day-to-day life in the city
and the Sikh religion. A stop
will be made at the Saragarhi
Memorial Gurudwara which was
built by the British in tribute to
21 Sikh soldiers who faught in
the 1897 Battle of Saragarhi. The
tour concludes with a visit to
northern India’s most famous
sights – the Golden Temple.

A recent addition to the Oberoi
portfolio, The Oberoi Sukhvilas
is a luxury spa resort found
secluded within the striking
Siswan Forest. Landscaped gardens
and uninterrupted vistas create
a unique resort escape. Unwind
by the stunning pool, relaxing
in the luxury spa, and explore
the surrounding forest area.
Rooms are lavishly furnished
with picturesque views, and come
with Wi-Fi and Oberoi E’nhance
in-room technology system. 60
rooms and villas.

Wagah Border Excursion, Amritsar
duration: half day

In the early evening head out
of Amritsar towards the Wagah
border on the Grand Trunk Road,
one of only two existing road
crossings between India and
Pakistan, where you’ll witness
the ‘beating retreat’ ceremony.
From the Indian side of the
international border, watch as the
flags are lowered and folded as the
sun sets and the guards perform
elaborate movements in front of a
crowd in both countries.

55

HIMALAYAN INDIA • AL UTTA

THE EASTERN HIMALAYA

Calcutta & the Eastern Himalaya
(

These hotels and
experiences are a taster of
what you can book with us.
Contact one of our Personal
Travel Experts to discuss
your ideal holiday.

)

Calcutta (Kolkata)

Darjeeling
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h

h
h
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)

h
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Assam

Kaziranga National Park

h

h

h

h

h

h

BHUTAN

NEPAL

Darjeeling

Glenburn Tea Estate

Windamere Hotel

Diphlu River Lodge
ASSAM

INDIA

BANGLADESH
MYANMAR
(BURMA)

Calcutta
(Kolkata)

The Oberoi Grand, Calcutta

Kali Temple of Calcutta
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View of Kangchenjunga mountain from Darjeeling

sssss

THE OBEROI GRAND, CALCUTTA

the perfect heritage hideaway

sss

WINDAMERE HOTEL, DARJEELING

an old-world darjeeling hotel with bygone british raj charm

The Oberoi Grand is an
impressive 19th-Century palatial
structure that sits in the very
heart of Northern Calcutta in
Chowringhee. This is a relaxed
retreat with excellent facilities
and a charming quadrant garden.
There are a number of guided
tours and workshops, which
include the ‘Spice Route’, The
Indian Wine Trail, and a ‘cultural
kaleidoscope’ tour of some of
Kolkata’s charming locales. Baan
Thai is The Oberoi Grand’s awardwinning restaurant. 209 rooms.

sssss

GLENBURN TEA ESTATE, DARJEELING

an elegant tea plantation overlooking the himalayas

A delightful colonial hotel
converted from the boarding
house accommodation of English
and Scottish tea planters to
one of the most popular hotels
in Darjeeling. It sits atop the
historic Observatory Hill where
Darjeeling began, overlooking
the Chowrasta promenade.
From the hill you can spot Tibet,
Bhutan, Nepal and Sikkim.
Traditional tea and coffee are
complemented by Victorian
feasts in the dining room.
41 rooms and suites.

sss

DIPHLU RIVER LODGE, KAZIRANGA

an intimate getaway in the heartland of north-eastern india

The beautiful Glenburn Tea
Estate sits in acres of tea
plantations. About 1½ hours from
Darjeeling, this welcoming resort
is a blissful hideaway. Your hosts
carry almost a century of tea
knowledge and heritage, stories
which they happily share. Fine
food is very much a part of the
Glenburn experience and much
of the produce used is grown in
the hotel’s gardens. With hiking,
river rafting, the Glenburn Tea
Experience and more on offer,
there’s plenty to do here. 8 suites.

Half-Day Calcutta City Tour
duration: half day

Get to know the city on this tour
of its finest attractions. Stop at
the elaborate Jain temple and the
Kalighat Kali Temple, dedicated
to the Hindu goddess Kali.
The grand Victoria Memorial
showcases some of the most
stunning blends of Renaissance
and Mughal style and on your
drive you’ll pass Calcutta’s
famous landmarks including
Howrah Bridge, Benoy-BadalDinesh Bagh (formerly known as
Dalhousie Square) and the 18thCentury Fort William.

At the edge of a renowned
UNESCO World Heritage Site,
the Diphlu River Lodge is the
ultimate retreat for those seeking
an exciting Indian wilderness
experience. The eco-lodge resides
close to the gates of the Kaziranga
National Park. The lodge can
organise jeep safaris, as well as
dolphin safaris, visits to nearby
local villages, and tea plantation
walks. For a unique experience,
riverbank picnic lunches can be
arranged. 12 cottages.

Confluence of Culture – Calcutta Walking Tour
duration: around 2 hours

Take a journey around the
melting pot of Calcutta’s local
communities. Visit the locales of
the city’s diverse groups – stop at
the colourful Anglo-Indian Bow
Barracks and learn about the
visit Tiretta Bazaar, the home of
Calcutta’s Chinese community
where a typical breakfast
consists of momos (a South
Asian dumpling). Your tour ends
at Calcutta’s oldest wholesale
market, Burra Bazaar, where you
can buy anything from silk saris
to delicious street food.
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Amritsar

Dharamshala

Pragpur

Shimla

2

2

1

3

5 hours

2 hours

6 hours

Delhi
2

9 hours (road & train)

The Golden Temple, Amritsar

SUGGESTED ITINERARY
Travel from the holy city of Amritsar to the capital, visiting a colonial hill station, a
heritage village and and a spiritual mountain town en route.
AMRITSAR h Home to the glorious
Golden Temple, the city of Amristar
has been regarded as the spiritual
centre of the Sikh religion since the
16th-Century. Witness the Palki
ceremony – the worshipping of the
Holy Book by the Pilgrims – at the
Golden Temple. On a half-day city
tour admire the breathtaking
splendour of the Golden Temple and
visit the sombre Jaliawala Bagh – a
historic site commemorating those
killed in the 1919 Amritsar massacre.
Later, witness the ceremonial
changing of the guards at the Wagah
Border between India and Pakistan.
DHARAMSHALA h Sitting between
1400 and 1750 metres above sea
level in the Dhaula Dhar range, this
spiritual hill station is home to the
exhiled Dalai Lama and Central

Tibetan Administration (the Tibetan
government). Take a tour of the hill
station, also known as ‘Little Lhasa’,
taking in the colourful temples and
gompas, the Tibetan Monastery and
McLeod Ganj – the 14th Dalai
Lama’s residence. You’ll also take a
walk through the village of Naddi.
PRAGPUR h Experience the
fascinating history of the region in
the ‘heritage village’ of Pragpur,
which was founded in the late
16th-Century. You’ll have some time
to wander through the narrow
streets and witness the unique style
of architecture. As you travel
onwards to Shimla, brieﬂy visit the
charming village of Garli.
SHIMLA h The charming hill station
of Shimla is blessed with natural

beauty and a rich history. Formerly
the summer capital of the British Raj
in India, Shimla retains its colonial
charm. Take a ride on the Himalayan
Queen ‘toy train’ to Taradevi before
returning to the heart of Shimla
where you’ll visit the Vicereagal
Lodge and stroll along the Mall to
Scandal Point. There’ll also be some
time for you to explore at your own
pace.
DELHI h Travel by road and rail to
India’s bustling capital where you’ll
divide your time between the
contrasting Old and New Delhi
quarters. In Old Delhi, you’ll visit
fantastic landmarks including the
historic Red Fort. In New Delhi,
drive past the impressive
colonial-era Presidential Palace and
visit Humayun’s Tomb.

Dharamshala

Dharamshala

INDIA

TRIP DETAILS
SUGGESTED ROUTE
10 nights Amritsar to Delhi
h Amritsar: 2 nights
h Dharamshala: 2 nights
h Pragpur: 1 night
h Shimla: 3 nights
h Delhi: 2 nights
PRIVATE TOUR h This is a private
itinerary including a car and driver
and local English-speaking tour
guides for any sightseeing

TAILOR MADE h This itinerary is
completely ﬂexible, so you can choose
your own number of nights and
accommodation, add excursions or
extend your holiday
NEED TO KNOW h 2 complimentary
bottles of mineral water will be
provided each day.
STAY LONGER h It’s simple to add a
stay at one of India’s beach resorts to
the end of this itinerary (see pages
80-87 and 90-95).
Red Fort, Delhi
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Viceregal Lodge, Shimla
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Calcutta

Gangtok

Pelling

Kalimpong

Darjeeling

Calcutta

2

2

2

1

2

1

6 hours (ﬂight & road)

6 hours

4 hours

3 hours

4 hours (ﬂight & road)

Victoria Memorial in Calcutta

Gangtok

SUGGESTED ITINERARY
From Calcutta (Kolkata) travel to the lesser-visited eastern Himalaya. Visit hill
stations and mountain towns and enjoy views of snow-capped peaks.
CALCUTTA h The city of Calcutta
(Kolkata) was the nation’s capital
during the rule of the British Raj
and inﬂuences from this era can be
seen in the city’s grand colonial
architecture. Join a full day tour of
the city which includes visits to
Dalhousie Square, the ﬂower
market, the striking Jain Temple and
the incredible Victoria Memorial
(closed Monday).
GANGTOK h Positioned at an
altitude of 1547 metres above sea
level, Gangtok seemingly clings to
the hillside. Before the city grew up
as a stopover on the trade route
between Tibet and cities such as
Calcutta, it was an important
Buddhist pilgrimage site. Visit the
Rumtek Monastery, the Do Drul
Chorten, the Namgyal Institute of

Tibetology that’s built in the style of
a magniﬁcent Tibetan palace (closed
Sunday), and the Enchey Monastery.
PELLING h Famed for its spectacular
views of the world’s third highest
peak Kangchenjunga, the hill station
of Pelling is a highlight of this
itinerary. During your time here take a
tour of the region, visiting the sacred
Khecheopalri Lake and the Rimbi and
Kanchenjunga falls. Continue on to
Pemayangste monastery and the ruins
of Rabdentse. Wander round the ruins
and if it’s a clear day, witness
panoramic mountain views.
KALIMPONG A bustling town
which overlooks the Teesta River,
the hill station of Kalimpong is full
of vibrant bazaars, colonial
architecture and historic Buddhist
h

monasteries. A afternoon tour
includes visits to the Zang Dhok
Palri Phodang and Tharpa Choling
hill-top monasteries and the
Thongsa Gompa.
DARJEELING h Surrounded by
sprawling tea plantations, the
famous hill station of Darjeeling sits
at an elevation of 2042 metres
above sea level in the Lesser
Himalaya. From the town you can
enjoy views of Kangchenjunga and
ride on the UNESCO-listed
Darjeeling Himalayan Railway to
Ghoom and back. You’ll also have
the chance to visit Tiger Hill to see
the early morning light over the
peaks, the Himalayan
Mountaineering Institute (closed
Thursday) and a Tibetan refugee
centre (closed Sunday).

TRIP DETAILS
SUGGESTED ROUTE
10 nights round trip from Calcutta
h Calcutta: 2 nights
h Gangtok: 2 nights
h Pelling: 2 nights
h Kalimpong: 1 nights
h Darjeeling: 2 nights
h Calcutta: 1 night
PRIVATE TOUR h This is a private
itinerary including a car and driver
and local English-speaking tour
guides for any sightseeing

TAILOR MADE h This itinerary is
completely ﬂexible, so you can choose
your own number of nights and
accommodation, add excursions or
extend your holiday
NEED TO KNOW h 2 complimentary
bottles of mineral water will be
provided each day
STAY LONGER h It’s simple to add a
stay at one of India’s beach resorts to
the end of this itinerary (see pages
80-87 and 90-95).
Rabtense Ruins, Pelling
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Darjeeling Himalayan Railway
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Calcutta

BANGLADESH

suggested itineraries • himalayan india

Darjeeling and Mount Kanchengjunga
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Mumbai &
India’s wildlife parks
• Bengal tigers • Gateway of India • game drives • birdlife • The Jungle Book
• Bollywood • leopards • Marine Drive • street food • Chowpatt y beach
• Western Ghats • Rudyard Kipling • Colaba • panthers • Elephanta Island

Destination highlights

Random fact

Events & Festivals
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NI IN IDE

Best time to travel

The essentials

Tessa Hodgson, Kuoni at John Lewis Norwich
h

While Mumbai is a fast-paced
city that can overwhelm the
senses, it gives you a real
insight into the Indian way of
life. It offers many fascinating
experiences; early risers can
view the morning chaos as the city wakes,
before heading to the Churchgate Railway
Station to see the Dabbawalas unpacking
lunches for the commuters of the day.

h

h

h

GENERAL INFORMATION
TIME DIFFERENCE h GMT +5½ hours
FLYING TIME h Mumbai 9 hours
VISA h A visa is needed for travel to India. British
passport holders are able to apply for an E-Visa.
The E-Visa needs to be applied for online in
advance of travel and travellers must posess a
machine readable passport. Please call for more
information

CLIMATE IN MUMBAI
CURRENCY h Rupee
LANGUAGE h Hindi and English (English is
widely spoken)
CAPITAL h New Delhi
USEFUL PHRASES h Namaste – Hello;
Dhanyvaad – Thank you; Haan/Nahi – Yes/No;
Paani – Water; Khana – Food; Ruko – Stop.
Kitna – How much?; Kaise Ho – How are you?
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CLIMATE IN NAGPUR (FOR PENCH & KANHA)
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B MUMBAI

C KANHA TIGER RESERVE

India’s largest city, vibrant
Mumbai is the commercial
heart of the country and the
home of Bollywood.

The inspiration for The Jungle
Book and one of the country’s
most famous parks.

E PENCH NATIONAL

This park boasts one of the
highest concentrations of
Bengal tigers.

Explore teak-forest
landscapes in this lesservisited national park.

Wildlife parks p68 & 70

Wildlife parks p68-69

NATIONAL PARK

Wildlife parks p68 & 72

Mumbai p64
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A scenically beautiful park
where leopard spottings are
common.
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MUMBAI
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I E AR S • MUMBAI

Mumbai... your way
These hotels and
experiences are a taster of
what you can book with us.
Contact one of our Personal
Travel Experts to discuss
your ideal holiday.

Colaba

Marine Drive

h

h

h

h

h

h

Eating out

Sightseeing

h

h

h

h

h

h

The Leela Mumbai
Chattrapathi Shivaji
International Airport

ARABIAN
SEA

MUMBAI
Haji Ali Mosque
Gandhi Museum
Chowpatty Beach

Trident Nariman Point
The Oberoi Mumbai

Bhau Daji Lad Museum
Chor Bazaar

Elephanta Caves

Taj Mahal Palace & Tower
Gateway of India

Abode Bombay
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Mumbai skyline

sssss

TRIDENT NARIMAN POINT

a modern and comfortable hotel on marine drive

sssss

THE OBEROI MUMBAI

a luxurious hotel at the tip of nariman point

Towering above the skyline, the
Trident Nariman Point is situated
in the heart of the business
district and within walking
distance of entertainment and
shopping centres. The Frangipani
restaurant serves delicious
Mediterranean cuisine, India
Jones specialises in local cuisine,
Verandah serves fine coffees and
snacks 24-hours a day and you
can put your feet up at the Opium
Den bar. There’s also a spa and
fantastic sea-view pool. 55 rooms,
1 hour from the airport.

sssss

THE LEELA MUMBAI

an oasis in the city, just a short distance from the airport

Sister to the Trident Nariman
Point, The Oberoi stands proud
as one of Mumbai’s finest
hotels and it sits in a prime
position on Marine Drive. It’s
just minutes from the best of
the city’s attractions in Colaba
and the sweeping Chowpatty
Beach. There’s a real feeling of
understated elegance and each
of the spacious rooms and suites
have style, space and state-of-theart amenities with views of the
city or the sea. 214 rooms, 1 hour
from the airport.

sss

ABODE BOMBAY

a low-key and culturally-conscious boutique hotel

With landscaped gardens,
streams, pools and waterfalls,
it’s hard to believe that there’s a
fast-paced metropolis just outside
this palace of pure tranquillity.
This 11-acre oasis is tucked
away amidst the hectic business
district of Saha and its fusion of
luxury and tradition provides an
experience that’s quintessentially
Indian. There’s a range of
excellent culinary options with
four on-site restaurants, as well as
a tranquil ESPA spa. 392 rooms,
5 minutes from the airport.

Mumbai by Dawn

Imagine a stylish backpacker’s
hangout that’s grown up to
become a retreat for those looking
for the finer things in life and
you’ll have the unique Abode
Mumbai. A cosy hotel with a
quirky design – think reclaimed
wooden detail, one-of-a-kind
furnishings and exposed-brick
walls – this hotel endorses the
adage that the best things come
in small packages. The friendly,
personal service creates a homeaway-from-home atmosphere. 20
rooms, 1 hour from the airport.

Mumbai Dreams Bollywood Tour

duration: 4 hours

duration: full day
Wake early to gain a fascinating
new perspective on the daily
lives of the people of Mumbai.
Watch as local men and women
haggle with wholesalers at the
local fruit and vegetable market
before you head down to the
waterfront and visit the Sassoon
docks where the night’s catch is
sold. Experience the hustle, the
mass of people and the fast-paced
auctions that occur throughout
the dock – an amazing example
of everyday life in the city.

India is the world’s largest film
producer, releasing an average of
1000 films per year. Go behind the
scenes of the vibrant Bollywood
film industry on this full day
tour. Visit a film location, learn
about the history and evolution
of Indian film and television and
enjoy the chance to watch the
magic unfold before your eyes on a
live film or television shoot. As you
travel between locations you will
discover more about the industry
from your guide, including all the
latest trends and gossip!
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THE TAJ MAHAL PALACE & TOWER
•

extravagant exterior and décor

•

renowned taj hospitality

•

sssss
overlooking the gateway of india

Xxxxxxxxxxxxx

A turn-of-the-century hotel with a rich history, located on Mumbai's
bustling waterfront.

Perhaps not as famous as the building it’s named for, but certainly an icon
in its own right, The Taj Mahal Palace & Tower is a landmark and an
architectural masterpiece. Since it first opened in 1903, it has been the
hotel of choice for royalty, heads of state and celebrities. There's both style
and substance here with a blend of elegant old-world and modern style.
The palace interiors are beautifully palatial with high-vaulted ceilings,
grand arches, ornate décor and works of art and furnishings that wouldn’t
be out of place in a museum. Contemporary facilities such as a spa, fitness
centre and salon, are all located on site.
The Taj is the setting of a handful of the city‘s best known restaurants. There‘s
also a casual all-day venue, a poolside restaurant and the city’s first licenced
bar, the Sea Lounge – a Mumbai institution. Here, with a back drop of the
Arabian Sea, you can enjoy an afternoon of British favourites and local
delicacies alongside a cup of one of the world’s finest tea or coffee varieties.
Shamiana is open around the clock with both buffet and à la carte dishes
available, while Masala Kraft is the place to sample local specialities at lunch
and dinner. Further dining options include the award-winning Wasabi by
Morimoto and the Sichuan and Cantonese restaurant Golden Dragon.
Rooms and suites are located in either the historic Palace or the modern Tower
wing. Accommodation in the Palace Wing is traditional in style with Italian
marble bathrooms, and guests in these rooms and suites can enjoy 24-hour
butler service. Rooms in the Tower Wing are more contemporary.

HOTEL DETAILS
SETTING h In the Colaba district of
the city, adjacent to the iconic
Gateway of India and overlooking
the Indian Ocean
GETTING THERE h Approx. 1 hour
from Mumbai airport
ROOMS h 550 rooms and suites
DINING h 6 restaurants, bar, lounge,
patisserie
FACILITIES h Spa, outdoor swimming
pool, fitness centre, salon
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ACTIVITIES h Go on a heritage walk
throughout the hotel • Enjoy a meal
in the private dining room at Souk
• Treat yourself to a traditional Indian
therapy or aromatherapy treatment
at the Jiva Spa.
WHAT’S INCLUDED h Breakfast at
Shamiana.

In store • Selected John Lewis stores • In travel agents • Call 01306 747000 • kuoni.co.uk

Golden Dragon

Wasabi

Luxury Grande Seaview Palace Room
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mumbai • mumbai & india's wildlife parks
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Wildlife parks of India... your way
These hotels are a taster of
what you can book with us.
Contact one of our Personal
Travel Experts to discuss
your ideal holiday.
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Kanha
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Indian swamp deer, Kanha National Park
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BANDHAV VILAS, BANDHAVGARH

a secluded lodge with just 21 incredibly spacious villas

sssss

Nestled among the picturesque
Vindhya Hills, this jungle resort
at the edge of Bandhavgarh
National Park is an ideal base
from which to explore the
territory of the majestic tiger.
Head out into the park on a
game drive and later, following
your early morning start, you
can refresh yourself with a dip in
the lovely pool or take advantage
of the massage and meditation
rooms. Enjoy al fresco dining and
nightly entertainment including
displays of tribal dance. 21 villas.

ssss

CHITVAN JUNGLE LODGE, KANHA

a rustic retreat just a short drive from the national park

Set on the edge of Bandhavgarh
National Park, this elegant Relais
& Chateaux property offers
exceptional service. Morning
and afternoon game drives are
offered six days a week, while
back at the lodge you can enjoy
the facilities which include an
outdoor pool and luxury spa.
There are also cosy log fires and
a large wooden deck with day
beds – perfect for all weathers.
Alternatively, wander throught
the forest, go bird-watching or
visit a local village. 12 rooms.

ssss

RENI PANI JUNGLE LODGE, SATPURA

a luxury jungle lodge with exceptional service

This exceptional lodge is perfect
for those truly looking to get away
from it all. There are no televsions
or internet; this is a place to
disconnect with the outside world
and reconnect with nature. From
your arrival you’ll experience
a homely and welcoming
atmosphere and a respect for
the nature and the environment.
Spend days out exploring the
park, which is reached by boat,
and evenings at Gol Ghar – the
meeting place on which the lodge
is centred. 12 cottages.

PENCH TREE LODGE, PENCH

off-the-beaten-track lodge with rustic-chic treehouses

Occupying 14 pristine acres
in a quiet corner just a short
distance from the entrance to
the beautiful Kanha National
Park, the charming Chitvan
Lodge blends beautifully into the
surrounding grasslands, hills and
woods. Guests can enjoy roaming
the expansive park with the
lodge’s expert trackers, seeking
exotic wildlife including the
magnificent Bengal tigers, before
returning to a luxury suite, where
comfort and personalised service
are the focus. 19 suites.

sssss

SAMODE SAFARI LODGE, BANDHAVGARH

award-winning luxurious lodge inspired by local villages

There are few experiences when
visiting ‘Kipling country’ that
can beat staying in a tree house.
If you’re looking to be one with
nature but don’t want to forego
your modern comforts, the Pench
Tree Lodge is a worthy choice.
There are just 6 tree houses set
within the expansive grounds of
the lodge and each features an
expansive terrace with sweeping
views. You’ll be close to one of the
lesser-used entrances to the park
– perfect for those early-morning
game drives. 6 tree houses.

ssss

SVASARA JUNGLE LODGE, TADOBA

charming lodge close to the tadoba tiger reserve
A small, yet perfectly formed
lodge on the very edge of Tadoba
National Park, Svasara is a
welcoming retreat to return to
following your time tracking
tigers and other wildlife species.
The Kolara park gate is just 300
metres away allowing for short
transfer times to your awaiting
Jeep (and a slightly later wake
up call for early morning game
drives!). Back at the lodge enjoy al
fresco dinners and a showing of a
Tadoba documentary at the Teak
House. 12 rooms.
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TAJ MAHUA KOTHI, BANDHAVGARH
•

individual cottages

•

renowned taj service

•

sssss
rustic-chic design

•

Xxxxxxxxxxxxx

On the outskirts of the renowned Bandhavgarh Tiger Reserve, this
boutique property is a true haven.

This Taj-owned-and-operated safari lodge is heaven for nature lovers and those
who seek a little understated luxury in everything they do. The lodge, which
was designed to blend with its natural surroundings, is named for the madhuca
longifolia tree, commonly referred to as the mahua tree, which are grown in
abundance throughout the 40 acre grounds. Nothing is too much trouble for
the staff here, and the lodge‘s setting – just ten minutes from the entrance to
Bandhavgarh National Park – elevates it to an unforgettable jungle retreat.
Days begin with a morning tea or coffee and homemade biscuits delivered to
your cottage. It might be an early morning wake-up call, but what better way to
start your day? You’ll be accompanied into the park by a hugely knowledgeable
naturalist guide in an open 4x4 safari vehicle, travelling through tropical forests
and expansive grasslands on a search for tigers, sloth bear, leopard and various
bird species, all of which call Bandhavgarh home. On return to the lodge,
breakfast will be laid out on a traditional bullock cart on the veranda of the
centrally-located village house. Enjoy a variety of dishes from cooked and
continental to authentically Indian. The setting for dinner is largely up to you
with an ‘anytime, anywhere’ dining concept. A couple of favourite locations
include under a Mahua tree or in the African-style boma.
There are just 12 individual jungle cottages, or kutiyas. They have a
rustic-chic style with all natural and locally-sourced materials and rich décor
in tones of rust and burnt orange. Each has a private courtyard, yoga
equipment and a couple of bicycles that you can use to explore the local area.

HOTEL DETAILS
SETTING h In 40 acre grounds on the
edge of Bandhavgarh; 20 minutes
from the park entrance
GETTING THERE h Approx. 4 hours
from Jabalpur airport
ROOMS h Just 12 cottages
DINING h Dining lounge, anywhere
anytime dining
FACILITIES h Living room, swimming
pool, Jiva spa treatments, Wi-Fi in
public areas
ACTIVITIES h Head out in to the
reserve on a game drive • Explore the
jungle with one of the resort’s
naturalists • Enjoy a Ayurvedic
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Lounge

Dining lounge

Black faced Langur

massage in your cottage • Dine
under the stars on the rooftop
WHAT’S INCLUDED h Full board • All
meals • 2 safari activities per day
NEED TO KNOW h The national park
and lodge are closed 01 July-15 Oct.
h The park is closed on Wednesday
afternoons h Children under 5 are
not able to participate in game
drives; children between the ages of
6 and 12 can be accommodated on
game drives at the manager’s
discretion h Game drives are on a
shared basis.

In store • Selected John Lewis stores • In travel agents • Call 01306 747000 • kuoni.co.uk

Bandhavgarh National Park
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TAJ BANJAAR TOLA, KANHA
•

just 18 tented suites

•

sssss

on the banks of banjaar river

•

luxurious retreat in the wild

Kanha National Park
Xxxxxxxxxxxxx

A rustic-chic safari lodge at the edge of the Kahna National Park
where the service is unmistakedly Taj.

An exquisite mix of rustic charm and understated luxury, the Banjaar Tola is a
hidden gem on the edge of Kanha National Park. The lodge is made up of two
camps, each consisting of just nine tented suites which feature a private deck
with beautiful views out over the Banjar River towards the national park which
is located just across the water. All of the 18 suites are raised just above the
jungle floor creating the lightest ‘footprint’ possible so as not to affect the local
environment. Lounge on your terrace after the sun sets and listen to the sounds
of the jungle, or even spot wildlife at the riverside.
Each morning you’re woken with a delivery of freshly-squeezed orange juice,
tea or coffee and some home-made biscuits by your butler. Then head out on
your morning safari, during which your guide shares their extensive
knowledge of the park and behaviour of animals to provide you with the best
opportunity possible to spot the park’s large cats, as well as other wildlife. On
your return to Banjaar Tola there’ll be time to enjoy the serenity of your suite
and a light lunch on your private deck before returning to the park for your
second safari of the day (excluding Wednesdays).
We love the dining experiences here, as well as the concept of enjoying
dinner ‘anytime, anywhere’. More sociable evenings can be spent at the
lodge’s main dining area which features a river-side terrace; there are often
traditional singers and dancers providing some authentic local entertainment.
If you are looking for a more intimate experience you can opt for a private
candle-lit dinner in a variety of secluded settings.

HOTEL DETAILS
SETTING h Set in a 90-acre private
concession close to the heart of
Kanha National Park; approx. 5 hours
from Taj Mahua Kothi (p74)
GETTING THERE h Approx. 5½ hours
from Nagpar airport and 4 hours
from Jabalpur airport
ROOMS h 2 camps, each with
9 tented suites
DINING h Café, dining deck,
anywhere, anytime dining
FACILITIES h Swimming pool, library,
safari shop, Jiva spa treatments
ACTIVITIES h Enjoy a cultural show
over dinner as tribal members
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showcase their traditional dances
• Discover the tastes of the region
during a cooking lesson with the chef
WHAT’S INCLUDED h Full board
• All meals • 2 safari activities per day
NEED TO KNOW The national park
and lodge are closed 01 July-15 Oct.
h The park is closed on Wednesday
afternoons h Children under 5 are
not able to participate in game
drives; children between the ages of
6 and 12 can be accommodated on
game drives at the manager’s
discretion h Game drives are on a
shared basis.

In store • Selected John Lewis stores • In travel agents • Call 01306 747000 • kuoni.co.uk

Tented Suite

Kanha National Park
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Tented Suite
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SUGGESTED ITINERARY

Mumbai

Pench

Kanha

Bandhavgarh

Khajuraho

Agra

2

2

3

2

1

2

3½ hours

4 hours

4 hours

6 hours

6¼ hours

Delhi
2

4½ hours

Taj Mahal, Agra

SUGGESTED ITINERARY
Discover the incredible wildlife and landscapes that inspired Kipling’s Jungle Book
stories on this unforgettable suggested itinerary.
MUMBAI h Formerly known as
Bombay, Mumbai is located on the
Arabian Sea coast and is the most
populous of India’s cities. During your
time here you’ll visit Rudyard Kipling’s
birthplace, the J. J. School of Art
campus, as well as many of the city’s
most famous sights. Highlights
include the Prince of Wales Museum
and the simple Mani Bhawan where
Mahatma Gandhi stayed when he was
in Mumbai.
PENCH h Less frequently visited than
some of India’s other parks, Pench
supports a rich and diverse array of
wildlife. Enjoy morning and afternoon
game drives in search of the elusive
tiger. Notoriously hard to ﬁnd, the
presence of these magniﬁcent beasts
may be revealed by a paw print in the
dust or the cry of deer.

KANHA h Famously the inspiration for
The Jungle Book, Kanha is one of the
best places in India to see tigers in the
wild. Experience the thrill of searching
for tigers during morning and
afternoon game drives in the park and
if you’re lucky then you may spot a
real-life Shere Khan! The park’s
bamboo forests, grassy meadows and
ravines are home to diverse wildlife.
BANDHAVGARH h This relatively
small park and former hunting
preserve of the Maharajas boasts
the highest density of Royal Bengal
tigers in the world as well as a host
of other species. Explore the park
during morning and afternoon game
drives, traversing great rocky hills,
deciduous forests, marshes and
meadows on the lookout for wildlife.

Temples of Khajuraho

KHAJURAHO h Explore Khajuraho’s
UNESCO-listed temples which date
back to 950 AD and rank amongst
the most important archaeological
sites in India.
AGRA h During your time in Agra
rise early for a visit to the
spectacular Taj Mahal, one of the
ﬁnest pieces of architecture in the
world. You’ll also visit the impressive
16th-Century red stone Agra Fort,
home to the fairytale Jahangir Palace.
DELHI h Experience the sights,
sounds and smells of the Old Delhi
on a rickshaw ride through Delhi’s
oldest market and witness the
government buildings in New Delhi.
You’ll aslo visit Mughal Humayun’s
Tomb and the Qutub Minar.

C

Delhi

NEPAL

INDIA

TRIP DETAILS
SUGGESTED ROUTE
14 nights Mumbai to Delhi
h Mumbai: 2 nights h Pench: 2 nights
h Kanha: 3 nights h Bandhavgarh:
2 nights h Khajuraho: 1 night h Agra:
2 nights h Delhi: 2 nights
PRIVATE TOUR h This is a private
itinerary including a car and driver
and local English-speaking tour
guides for any sightseeing
TAILOR MADE h This itinerary is
completely ﬂexible, so you can choose
your own number of nights and
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accommodation, add excursions and
extend your holiday
NEED TO KNOW h Central India’s
wildlife parks are closed 01 Jul-15
Oct and on Wednesday afternoons
year round h Game drives are in
jeeps and are on a shared basis
h Parks are subject to closures during
national festivals.
STAY LONGER h It’s simple to add a
stay at one of India’s beach resorts on
to the end of this itinerary (see pages
80-87 and 90-95).

In store • Selected John Lewis stores • In travel agents • Call 01306 747000 • kuoni.co.uk
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Bengal tiger
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Southern India
• spice gardens • temples • Kathakali performances • Cochin • tea plantations
• Ayurveda • houseboat cruise • Keralan backwaters • tranquil beaches
• elephants • national parks • yoga • Goa • coconut plantations • Periyar
• Lake Vembenad • home stays • Chinese fishing nets • Kovalam • spas

Destination highlights

Random fact

Events & Festivals

h

h

h
h
h

h

h
h

h

h
h

h

h
h

K ONI INSIDER

Best time to travel

Pippa Sullivan, Personal Travel Expert, Kensington

h

Southern India is a real joy to
explore – from joining a soft
trek in Periyar National Park
to cruising through Kerala’s
waterways on a houseboat.
I highly recommend staying
in one of region’s homestays before ending
your trip with a stay at the Coconut Lagoon
in Kumarakom, which sits on the edge of
beautiful lake Vembanad (page 94).

h

h

h

GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT INDIA
TIME DIFFERENCE h GMT +5½ hours
FLYING TIME h Cochin 11 hours; Goa 10 hours
VISA h A visa is needed for travel to India. British
passport holders are able to apply for an E-Visa.
The E-Visa needs to be applied for online in
advance of travel and travellers must posess a
machine readable passport. Please call for more
information

The essentials

CLIMATE IN COCHIN
CURRENCY h Rupee
LANGUAGE h Hindi and English (English is
widely spoken)
CAPITAL h New Delhi
USEFUL PHRASES h Namaste – Hello;
Dhanyvaad – Thank you; Haan/Nahi – Yes/No;
Paani – Water; Khana – Food; Ruko – Stop.
Kitna – How much?; Kaise Ho – How are you?
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31

SOUTHERN INDIA

B PONDICHERRY

C KERALA BACKWATERS

D FORT COCHIN

E GOA

Experience a little bit of
France in India in this pretty
waterside city.

Cruise the tranquil network
of canals and lakes in the
world-famous backwaters.

A lively city with a mix of
Indian, Portuguese, Dutch
and British heritage.

Lively beach resort towns
in North Goa or secluded
retreats in South Goa.

Pondicherry p78-79

Kerala p86-89

Cochin p86-87

Goa p80-81

Hubballi

Goa

Hampi

Hospet

F KOVALAM

Ballari

Secluded hotels set in
tranquil coconut groves on
Indian Ocean shores.

Anantapur

INDIA

Davangere

Kadapa

Kovalam p86-87

Udupi
Chennai
Vellore

Bangalore

Mysore

Coorg

Tiruvannamalai

Pondicherry

Nagarhole National Park

Kannur

BAY OF
BENGAL

Salem

Bandipur National Park

Ooty

Erode

Kozhikode

Chettinad
Madurai

INDIAN
OCEAN
Munnar
Cochin

Kumarakom

Periyar National Park

Alleppey

Triuaudrum

Tirinelveli

Thoothukudi

SRI LANKA

Kovalam
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S UTHERN INDIA • KARNATAKA

TAMIL NADU

Karnataka & Tamil Nadu
These hotels and
experiences are a taster of
what you can book with us.
Contact one of our Personal
Travel Experts to discuss
your ideal holiday.

Bangalore

Chennai

h

h

h

h

h

h

Pondicherry

Mysore & Madurai

h

h

h

h

h

h

ANDHRA PRADESH

Coorg & Nagarhole
h

KARNATAKA

Bangalore

ITC Grand Chola

Leela Palace

Chennai

Orange County Resort

h
h

Kodagu
Coorg

Mysore
Nagarhole

INDIA

Palais De Mahe

Pondicherry

TAMIL NADU

Chettinad

ARABIAN
SEA

Madurai

SRI LANKA
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karnataka & tamil nadu • southern india

Chennai

sssss

THE LEELA PALACE BENGALURU, BANGALORE

an opulent hotel inspired by a indian landmark

sssss

ITC GRAND CHOLA, CHENNAI

an expansive hotel with style, character and modern touches

With a grand design inspired
by the Palace of Mysore, this
majestic hotel provides guests
with a warm welcome and royal
treatment. Old-world elegance
is complemented with modern
facilities including an outdoor
pool and a lavish spa. There are
four restaurants on site serving a
selection of cuisines. A particular
favourite is the speciality venue
Jamavar, where, on warm nights
you can dine on the stunning
terrace. 357 rooms, 1 hour from
the airport.

ssss

PALAIS DE MAHE, PONDICHERRY

elegant boutique hotel reflecting the heritage of the city

From the moment you step into
the lobby at this Chola dynastyinspired hotel you’ll be struck by
the sweeping staircase, the marble
details and the grand columns
which all combine to create a
impressive spectacle. There are
plenty of modern touches too –
each room features an iPad that
controls everything from room
service to the television. Dining
is a focus here with some of
Chennai’s best-loved restaurants
on-site. 600 rooms, 20 minutes
from the airport.

ssss

ORANGE COUNTY RESORT, COORG

tranquil forest retreat

In the heart of Pondicherry’s
French Quarter, this charming
retreat exudes character and
tranquillity. You’ll be within
easy reach of the Heritage Town,
the waterfront and the main
shopping regions of the city as
well as many restaurants and
cafés. Back at the hotel there’s a
delightful courtyard swimming
pool, roof terrace and restaurant.
The simple, yet thoughtfullydesigned suites are set over three
floors and open to walkways which
overlook the pool. 18 suites.

Pondicherry’s French Quarter walking tour
duration: 1½-2 hours

Explore the old town of
Pondicherry on foot and learn
about the city’s architectural
styles on this introductory
walking tour. With a local guide
you’ll wander along streets of
Ville Blanch, also known as
the ‘White Town’, which have
distinctively French names.
Witness beautifully-preserved
colonial-era villas that have
a distictive yellow and pastel
colour façades as you make your
way along the boulevards, lanes
and quiet side streets.

This working plantation resort
offers relaxation, natural beauty
and the chance to immerse
in local culture. There is an
Ayurvedic spa, a pool and a
serene infinity pool plus a range
of activities including nature
walks, river rides and village
visits. Three restaurants serve
international and local dishes.
Dining options also include a
romantic private dinners. Each
of the beautifully-designed villas
features separate living areas and
a private plunge pool. 55 villas.

Chennai’s Koyambedu Vegetable & Flower Market
duration: 1-3 hours

Rise early for a visit to Chennai’s
vibrant and lively Koyambedu
fresh vegetable and flower
market and experience a riot
of colours as the vendors set
up for the day. The market is
one of the largest of its kind in
India, covering the area of three
football pitches. You’ll make your
way through the three sections –
the flower market, fruit market
and vegetable market – and
discover how hundreds of tonnes
of produce are transported here
from numerous nearby villages.
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Goa... your way
These hotels are a taster of
what you can book with us.
Contact one of our Personal
Travel Experts to discuss
your ideal holiday.

North Goa

South Goa

h

h

h

h

h

h

Shopping

Wellbeing

h
h
h

h
h
h

Mapusa
Arpora

Baga
Calangute

Vivanta by Taj - Fort Aguada

Candolim
Panjim
Old Goa

GOA
Arossim beach

Park Hyatt

Benaulim beach

ARABIAN
SEA
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Taj Exotica

Carmona beach

The Leela Goa

Margao
Cavelossim beach
Mobor beach

Anshi
National Park

north goa • southern india

VIVANTA BY TAJ – FORT AGUADA
•

overlooking a sweeping beach

•

traditional goan-portuguese style

ssss
•

extensive landscaped gardens

•

Xxxxxxxxxxxxx

Built on the ramparts of a 16th-Century Portuguese fortress, this
popular resort has fantastic Indian Ocean views.

The setting of this attractive resort – elevated above the shoreline where a
defensive fort once stood – and the views it provides over a sweeping
gold-sand beach are what set it apart from the crowd. The infinity-edge pool
sits on the edge of landscaped gardens which are dotted with hammocks and
quiet spots to retreat to. Reflecting the history of its setting, the architecture
has a distinct Portugual-meets-Goa design. The Northern Goa-setting of the
Fort Aguada means you‘ll be located within easy reach of one of the region‘s
busiest town, Calangute, yet you‘ll be able to return to the relative oasis of
the resort, perhaps ending the day with a spa treatment.
At the resort’s three restaurants you can enjoy seafood, Italian and local
cuisine. Latitude is the all-day dining restaurant where continental
favourites are served alongside Goan and North Indian dishes. For a more
intimate dinner setting there’s Morisco, which serves the freshest seafood
created in an interactive kitchen. The Martini Bar is the perfect spot to
enjoy cocktails while watching the sunset. For a special treat you can opt
for a private dining experience under the stars in a setting of your choice.

Latitude

The rooms are light and fresh and have a simple design with a few pops of
colour. For views out over the pretty gardens you should opt for the
Superior Charm Gardenview Rooms which have a private sit-out. If you
would rather views over the resort‘s grounds towards the Indian Ocean
then the Deluxe Delight Seaview Rooms are ideal.
SFX

Private dining

HOTEL DETAILS
SETTING h On Sinquerim Beach, just
a short distance from Calangute
GETTING THERE h Approx. 1¼ hours
from Goa airport
ROOMS h 145 rooms, cottages and
villas
DINING h 3 restaurants, 3 bars
FACILITIES h Spa, swimming pool,
fitness centre, tennis courts, sports
complex
ACTIVITIES h Develop a new skill
during a woodcarving or potterymaking class • Learn how to cook
Goan cuisine • Treat yourself to

traditional Ayurvedic treatments at
the Jiva Spa • Enjoy a Champagne
breakfast on a luxury speedboat
WHAT’S INCLUDED h Breakfast at
Latitude
MEAL UPGRADES h Half board
• Breakfast and dinner at Latitude.
h Full board • Breakfast, lunch and
dinner at Latitude
NEED TO KNOW h Minimum stay:
5 nights 22 Dec-05 Jan.
No departures 31 Dec
REFERENCE h IN1005.
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TAJ EXOTICA, GOA
•

56-acre gardens

•

sssss
ayurveda spa

•

fine dining restaurants

•

Xxxxxxxxxxxxx

A charming Goan resort with spacious rooms and extensive,
beautifully-landscaped gardens.

When you combine the impeccable and world-renowned Taj service, where
nothing is too much trouble, with an enviable setting on a quieter stretch
of Goa’s coastline, the result is one of Goa’s most exclusive and popular
resorts. Echoing the region’s Portuguese heritage, there’s a European
ambience, as well as a similar laid-back pace of life. The vast gardens are a
joy to wander through, while the beach is one of the resort’s real highlights.
Although not private, it has a really secluded, untouched feel to it. The
Jiva Spa, where personalised Ayurvedic therapies are available alongside
more traditional treatments, is also an amazing place to while away your
time. The Taj Exotica is a popular place for a luxury family holiday with a
children’s pool, kids’ club and mini golf-course all on site.
There’s plenty of choice when it comes to dining with five restaurants to choose
from, from the open-all-hours Eugenia to the much-admired Lobster Shack
which is located down by the beach. Dining on catch-of-the day seafood under
the stars is an unmissable Taj Exotica experience. Cuisine that reflects the
region’s varied heritage can be sampled at the fine-dining restaurant Alegria.
The rooms and villas have a mix of local Goan style and Portuguese design,
with terracotta and other natural shades, as well as dark-wood furnishings.
The Luxury and Deluxe Seaview Rooms are located in the resort’s main
buildings, while the Garden Villa Rooms are set within shared villas
throughout the gardens. For the ultimate in luxury, we highly recommend
upgrading to one of the villa rooms which feature a private pool.

HOTEL DETAILS
SETTING h In the laid-back resort of
Benaulim on a 700 metre stretch of
beach in South Goa
GETTING THERE h Approx. 45
minutes from Goa airport
ROOMS h 140 rooms and villa rooms
DINING h 5 restaurants, lounge bar
FACILITIES h Spa, swimming pool,
sports complex, 9-hole golf course,
putting green
ACTIVITIES h Treat yourselves to a
fine dining experience on the beach
• Partake in afternoon tea at Adega
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Camoens • Enjoy a range of
watersports from Benaulim beach
• Begin your day with a yoga
session, an ancient Indian tradition
WHAT’S INCLUDED h Breakfast at
Eugenia
MEAL UPGRADES h Half board
• Breakfast and dinner at Eugenia
h Full board • Breakfast, lunch and
dinner at Eugenia
NEED TO KNOW h Minimum stay: 5
nights 22 Dec-04 Jan. No departures
31 Dec
REFERENCE h GO004.
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Sunset Villa Room with Plunge Pool

Alegria

south goa • southern india

THE LEELA, GOA
•

12-hole golf course

•

sssss
set around tranquil lagoons

•

ayurvedic spa treatments

•

Xxxxxxxxxxxxx

Stunning South Indian temple traditions and Portuguese heritage
come together at this beautifully designed resort.

Set by the sands of Mobor beach in south Goa, this legendary resort sits in
75-acres of manicured gardens and natural lagoons. The focus here is on
the natural beauty, the peaceful stretch of golden sand and the welcoming
and incredibly hospitable service. A 12-hole golf course sits between the
resort and the beach and there‘s a spa where you can treat yourself to a
combination of Ayurvedic and eastern treatments. India is the home of
yoga and there are few better places to practice this ancient art than in
tranquil surroundings of the Leela Goa.
Days here begin with a buffet breakfast at The Restaurant, which is also
open for lunch and dinner. There are two fine dining options including the
signature restaurant Jamavar, where you can enjoy Indian dishes from both
the south and the north of the country, and the Italian Riverside which as
the name suggests, overlooks the River. During the dry season, a highlight
of your holiday is a night at the al fresco eatery Susegado where you can
enjoy grilled meat and seafood amidst the palms on the beach.

Private breakfast

Many of the hotel’s rooms and suites are located on the edge of the lagoon.
These include the Lagoon Terrace Rooms, the Conservatory Rooms – which
feature a seating area with daybed overlooking the water – and the the
spacious Lagoon Suites. For views over the golf course and towards the sea,
butler service and an indoor/outdoor bathroom upgrade to a Club Suite or treat
yourself to a Club Pool Suite which features a plunge pool on the terrace.
The Restaurant

Lagoon Terrace Room

HOTEL DETAILS
SETTING h Between the white-sand
Mobor Beach and the Sal River in
Cavelossim, South Goa
GETTING THERE h Approx. 45
minutes from the airport
ROOMS h 206 rooms and suites
DINING h 4 restaurants, 2 bars
FACILITIES h Swimming pool,
children’s pool, spa, fitness centre,
12-hole golf course, tennis courts,
beach volleyball, boutique, children’s
activity centre, nightclub
ACTIVITIES h Yoga and meditation
• Hire a car and driver and explore

the local area • Cycling and
sightseeing tours • Dolphin viewing
boat trips
WHAT’S INCLUDED h Breakfast at
The Restaurant
MEAL UPGRADES h Half board
• Breakfast and dinner at The
Restaurant h Full board • Breakfast,
lunch and dinner at The Restaurant
NEED TO KNOW h Minimum stay
5 nights 28 Dec-05 Jan. Compulsory
gala dinner s24 and 31 Dec,
supplements apply. No departures
31 Dec
REFERENCE h KU0846.
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PARK HYATT RESORT & SPA
•

award-winning spa

•

sssss

gardens with lagoons and waterways

•

indo-portuguese village-style resort

Xxxxxxxxxxxxx

A multi-award-winning luxury resort with beautiful gardens and
Indo-Portuguese architecture.

As soon as you arrive at this beautiful beachfront resort with its coconut
grove gardens scattered with man-made lagoons, it’s pretty easy to slip
straight into holiday mode. There’s an incredible sense of space here,
something that’s hardly surprising with 45-acre grounds leading down to a
wide white-sand beach – one that you can walk along for miles if you wish.
Wander across bridges that span waterways and along cobbled pathways
between charming Goan-Portuguese-inspired pousadas and courtyards. The
multi-level pool, which is located at the heart of the resort, is reputed to be
one of the largest in India. The Sereno Spa specialises in providing therapies
that are inspired by both ancient healing traditions of the region, meditation
and yoga, and modern spa treatments.
Of the five restaurants at the Park Hyatt, the majority are located around the
charming Village Square which itself is a spot for live evening entertainment.
The casual Village Café is the resort’s main restaurant and is open around the
clock. If you‘re looking to sample Goan cuisine, an evening at Casa Sarita,
with its colonial-house-inspired design, is a must. The restaurant Masala
serves a selection of North Indian dishes at lunch and dinner, while for a taste
of Italy head to Da Luigi. One of our favourite spots is the beachside seasonal
restaurant Palms which specialises in sunrisers, sundowners and sea food.
The spacious rooms and suites, which are located in two-storey pousadas
throughout the resort, feature marble bathrooms with sunken bathtubs. Y
ou can choose to enjoy views of the gardens, the lagoons or the pool.

Lagoonview Twin Room

HOTEL DETAILS
SETTING h On Arossim Beach, close
to the village of Cansaulim
GETTING THERE h Approx. 15
minutes from Goa airport
ROOMS h 248 guest rooms and
suites
DINING h 5 restaurants, lounge bar,
pool bar, wine room
FACILITIES h Outdoor swimming
pool, children‘s splash pool, spa,
tennis courts, watersports centre,
kids‘ club
ACTIVITIES h Join a guided meditation
session at the Sereno spa • Partake in
a horticultural tour of the gardens
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• During the dry season enjoy a
range of watersports on the Arabian
Sea • Visit a nearby village
WHAT’S INCLUDED h Breakfast at
the Village Café
MEAL UPGRADES h Half board
• Breakfast and dinner at Village Café
h Full board • Breakfast, lunch and
dinner at Village Café
NEED TO KNOW h Minimum stay:
5 nights 28 Dec-10 Jan. Compulsory
gala dinners 24 & 31 Dec,
supplements apply
REFERENCE h GO001.
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Spa lounge

•

south goa • southern india
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Cochin & Kerala ... your way
These hotels and
experiences are a taster of
what you can book with us.
Contact one of our Personal
Travel Experts to discuss
your ideal holiday.

Cochin

Kovalam & Marari

h

h

h

h

h

h

Kumarakom

Kerala backwaters

h

h

h

h

h

h

Munnar & Periyar

Neeleshwar Hermitage
(300km from Cochin)

Munnar

Fragrant Nature

h
h
h

Brunton Boatyard

Vivanta by Taj - Malabar

Eighth Bastion
Carnosutie Ayurveda
& Wellness Resort

Cochin

Philipkutty’s Farm
Coconut Lagoon

Marari beach
Alleppey

Lake & lagoon houseboat

Windemere Estate
Spice Tree

Periyar

Kumarakom

Vembanad Lake

Nelpura Homestay

INDIA

LACCADIVE SEA
Kovalam

Niraamaya Surya Samudra
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The Leela Kovalam

kerala • southern india

OBEROI MV VRINDA
•

sail the backwaters in style

•

just 8 cabins

•

renowned oberoi service

•

Backwaters
Xxxxxxxxxxxxx

For those looking to cruise the enchanting backwaters of Kerala in
style, the Oberoi MV Vrinda is the perfect choice.

Soak up beautiful scenery and absorb local sights as you meander through
the tranquil waterways of ‘God’s own country’ on board this elegant vessel,
cruising the picturesque canals and lakes. The gentle lapping of the water
and balmy breezes make this a relaxing and unforgettable experience. This
modern river cruiser has just eight cabins, all of which are located on the
lower deck with windows overlooking the water, have kingsize beds and
butler service. There‘s a restaurant which serves international, Indian and
Keralan specialities. There‘s also bar where non-alcoholic drinks are served.
Departing from the private jetty on the edge of Lake Vembanad, the MV
Vrinda makes its way into the scenic waterways for a day of exploration
and returns to the lake every evening. There are two- and three-night
itineraries available and you can board on the day of your choice between
October and April. Highlights of the cruise include a trip on a traditional
rice boat through the narrower backwaters, visits to the 18th-Century St
Mary‘s Church and the 100-year-old Sree Bhagavathy Kshetram Hindu
temple, and a sunset cruise on the lake. During your time on board you‘ll be
able to observe the day-to-day life of those who live and farm on the banks
of the water – a fascinating insight into life in this beautiful region.
Each night you can enjoy local entertainment such as a traditional
‘Kathakali’ dance during which performers tell tales from the Hindi
mythologies of Ramayana and Mahabarata, and a Mohiniattam classical
dance recital, otherwise known as the 'Dance of the Enchantress‘.

On-board dining

Deluxe Cabin

SHIP DETAILS
GETTING THERE h The MV Oberoi
Vrinda departs from a private jetty
close to the town of Alleppey,
approx. 2 hours from Cochin airport
CABINS h 8 cabins
DINING h Restaurant, bar
FACILITIES h Roof-top sundeck, Wi-Fi
ACTIVITIES h Enjoy a sunset cruise on
Lake Vembanad h Visit the half-statue
of Lord Buddha at Karumadi h Explore
the Chambakulam snake boat yard

WHAT’S INCLUDED h Breakfast,
lunch and dinner at the restaurant
h Sightseeing excursions
NEED TO KNOW h The MV Vrinda
does not have an alcohol licence,
however guests can bring their own
alcohol on board h The included
experiences depend on the day you
board the MV Vrinda, please call or
speak to a Personal Travel Expert for
further information.

Life on the backwaters
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VIVANTA BY TAJ – MALABAR, COCHIN

colonial-style hotel overlooking cochin harbour

sssd

EIGHTH BASTION, COCHIN

dutch colonial eco-sensitive retreat

Situated on Willingdon Island
with views of Cochin harbour,
the Vivanta by Taj – Malabar
combines old-world elegance
with modern day convenience. A
choice of dining options includes
fresh seafood at The Rice Boat and
delicious dishes at The Pavilion,
one of the only authentic Thai
restaurants in Kerala. Lounge
by the swimming pool, enjoy a
soothing treatment at the Jiva Spa
and sip signature cocktails at the
cosy lobby lounge bar. 96 rooms,
1½ hours from the airport.

ssss

FRAGRANT NATURE, COCHIN

a landmark property overlooking cochin harbour

This CGH Earth hotel offers a
comfortable retreat in the centre
of the Dutch-influenced corner
of Fort Cochin and is respectful
of both the environment and
local culture. Flawless service
is complemented by a unique,
yet subtle nautical theme which
reflects the region’s Dutch history,
yet the hotel is otherwise very
modern in style. Cuisine is a focus
here with mouthwatering Indian
fusion dishes served at the hotel’s
East Indies restaurant. 19 rooms,
1½ hours from the airport.

ssss

BRUNTON BOATYARD, COCHIN

restored 19th-century shipyard close to the fishing nets

This boutique hotel is set within
the former offices of the East India
Company placing it right at the
heart of the city’s rich heritage.
Centred around a beautiful lightfilled courtyard with its distinct
colonial feel, the hotel really gives
you a sense of place. One of the
most popular spots is the roof-top
pool and café, both of which have
incredible views over the harbour...
there are few places we would
rather retreat to following some
city exploration. 41 rooms, 1½
hours from the airport.

Fort Cochin & Mattancherry walking tour
duration: half day

Beautifully restored from the
remains of a Victorian shipyard,
this charming boutique hotel
sits right on the waterfront, just
a short walk from the famous
Chinese Fishing Nets. The
Brunton Boatyard showcases a
mix of colonial Dutch, British
and Portuguese décor, reflecting
the history of the region in
which it sits. The cuisine also
reflects the cultures that have
influenced Fort Cochin and the
state of Kerala. 22 rooms,
1½ hours from the airport.

Sunset cruise, Cochin
duration: 2 hours

Head out into Fort Cochin
and Mattancherry with a local
guide to discover more about
the fascinating heritage of these
historic regions. Learn about
the importance of Fort Cochin
as the entrance to the port and
how the Arabic, Chinese, Dutch
and Portuguese settlers shaped
its architecture and culture.
Mattancherry is the heart of
historic Cochin and is home to
many of the city’s main sights such
as the Mattancherry Palace, Jewish
Synagogue and Jain Temple.
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Enjoy views of the skyline of
the ‘Queen of the Arabian Sea’
from a different perspective on
a two-hour sunset cruise. As the
sun dips below the horizon, catch
the ever-changing colours of
the sea and buildings that line
the shores of Lake Cochin. Keen
photographers will have the
opportunity to catch an iconic
shot of the famous Chinese
fishing nets silhouetted against
the vibrantly coloured skies
(weather dependent).

backwaters, beaches & munnar • southern india

ssss

PHILIPKUTTY’S FARM, BACKWATERS

an authentic keralan experience on a working farm

ssss

NEELESHWAR HERMITAGE, KASARAGOD

secluded wellness retreat on malabar coast

For those who are looking to
immerse themselves in the
local way of life, the charming
Philipkutty’s Farm, which is set
on an island on Lake Vembenad,
is the perfect spot. It’s owned and
run by a local family and you’ll get
the chance to experience what life
on a working farm. You won’t have
to forgo life’s little luxuries as
you’ll be staying in a beautifullydesigned water-front villa. Spend
your days cruising along the
canals, learning about the spice
farm or sightseeing. 5 villas.

ssss

SPICE TREE, MUNNAR

charming mountain retreat with breathtaking views

With accommodation that’s
inspired by traditional
fisherman’s cottages, an offthe-beaten-track setting on the
unspoilt Malabar coast and a
focus on wellbeing, this is the
ultimate retreat if you are truly
looking to get away from it all.
Walk along the seemingly endless
beach for miles and see only local
fishermen landing their catch,
enjoy cooking lessons with the
resort’s chef or relax under palms
in the beautiful gardens or by the
pool... pure bliss. 18 cottages.

ssss

Sitting in the Western Ghats,
overlooking tea plantations, this
is a beautifully-remote escape.
The focus is on enjoying the
complete tranquility, yet also
getting to know the local area. You
can take part in plantation walks,
tea factory visits and soft treks to
the nearby dolmans – the sites of
an ancient civilisation. Back at the
hotel there are cooking classes,
yoga sessions and tea tastings
which take place between 4 and
5pm and end with a delicious
high tea. 16 rooms.

ssss

NELPURA HOMESTAY, BACKWATERS

stay in a family home in the backwaters

This beautifully-restored home
dates back over 150 years and
showcases fine examples of
Keralan architecture. Set on the
edge of a canal that leads to the
Pampa River, Nelpura is owned
and run by a local family whose
ancestors have farmed the nearby
paddies and coconut groves
for decades. Enjoy outstanding
hospitality, home-cooked cuisine
and a glimpse into traditional life.
There are a wide range of activities
on offer including village visits
and canoe trips. 3 rooms.

WINDERMERE ESTATE, MUNNAR

stunning hilltop escape

Set on a 55-acre cardamom and
coffee estate close to the town
of Munnar, this welcoming
boutique retreat is perfectly
placed for relaxation. Delicious
local cuisine is served in the
farmhouse-style dining room,
and there is a thatched hut
for snacks and afternoon tea.
Look for birds and butterflies
during a guided plantation walk
and admire spectacular views
over the mountains and tea
plantations from the viewpoint.
14 rooms.

ssssd

LAKE & LAGOON HOUSEBOAT

cruise the backwaters in a beautifully-restored rice barge
A cruise through Kerala’s
backwaters is one of the most
enchanting ways of experiencing
Keralan life. Kettuvallams were the
original transport of Kerala and
were used to transport produce
and people. Made completely
from natural materials, including
wood and thatch, many have been
converted into houseboats. Stay
in your own private one, two or
three-bedroom houseboat, each of
which has a small crew who will
navigate through the canals and
prepare your meals.
Xxxxxxxxxxxxx
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COCONUT LAGOON, KUMARAKOM
•

surrounded by the backwaters

•

charming heritage hotel

•

sssss
nature and culture excursions

Xxxxxxxxxxxxx

A charming backwaters heritage hotel featuring local design
alongside modern comforts.

Your arrival by boat to the 400-year old reception building of this beautiful
heritage property really sets the tone for the rest of your stay. With a setting
on the shore of beautiful Lake Kumarakom, and between two natural canals,
there’s an authentic backwaters atmosphere at this restored 19th-Century
former coconut plantation. You can canoe along the canals that criss-cross
the resort or head out on a sunset cruise on the lake... if you wish to get back
to nature we highly recommend a stay here. There are three naturalists at the
resort who are on hand inform and guide guests about the local wildlife
– from exotic birds to butterflies. The Coconut Lagoon also has some serious
eco-friendly credentials and everything they do is sensitive to the local
culture and environment. This is the perfect alternative to a beach stay
following a houseboat cruise or tour of Southern India.
The main restaurant Ayemenem is renowned for its superb traditional
cuisine and authentic setting. As well as international dishes, you can
sample traditional home cooked Keralan cuisine served on a banana leaf.
There’s also a real focus on freshly-caught seafood and each day the menu
incorporates the catch of the day cooked in the special clay oven.
Our chosen accommodation category at Coconut Lagoon are the individual
one-storey Heritage Bungalows that are set throughout the landscaped
gardens. The style reflects the local area with dark wood furnishings that
have been sourced from traditional Keralan homes or local craftspeople,
and natural fabrics such as linen and cotton.

HOTEL DETAILS
SETTING h On the east shore of Lake
Vembanad
GETTING THERE h Approx. 2½ hours
from Cochin airport, including a
10-minute boat ride to the resort
ROOMS h 50 cottages, mansions and
villas
DINING h 2 restaurants
FACILITIES h Swimming pool, fitness
centre, yoga and meditation centre,
Ayurveda centre, Wi-Fi
ACTIVITIES h Wander through the
butterfly garden and spot a variety of
exotic species • Canoe along the
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canals or on the lake • Walk or cycle
through the local area and see daily
life on the backwaters • Join a sunset
cruise as the sun dips over the lake
WHAT’S INCLUDED h Breakfast at
the main restaurant
MEAL UPGRADES h Half board
• Breakfast and lunch at the main
restaurant h Full board • Breakfast,
lunch and dinner at the main
restaurant
NEED TO KNOW h Compulsory gala
dinner 24 and 31 Dec, supplements
apply.

In store • Selected John Lewis stores • In travel agents • Call 01306 747000 • kuoni.co.uk

Heritage Bungalow

•

marari • southern india

MARARI BEACH RESORT
•

thatched villa accommodation

•

ssss

wide variety of experiences

•

catch-of-the-day seafood

•

Xxxxxxxxxxxxx

Echoing the style of traditional fishing villages, this resort has a
relaxed, welcoming atmosphere.

Following an adventure taking in the highlights of Southern India there’s
little better than retreating to a secluded spot that feels like your own
private piece of paradise. And that’s what you’ll find at Marari Beach.
Surrounded by local fishing communities and within acres of parkland
scattered with lotus ponds and coconut groves, this is a hidden Kerala gem
far removed from the outside world; there are no televisions, and while you
can access Wi-Fi, you‘re likely to find yourself forgoing technology for
cultural and nature experiences, yoga sessions, and just wandering along
the coast and watching the catch of the day being landed on the
white-sand beach.
Owned and run by CGH Earth, the hotel has a real eco-friendly focus.
Everything they do is environmentally sensitive and benefits the local
community. That’s not to say you’ll be skimping on fantastic service and
modern facilities such as a spa, swimming pool, tennis courts and bicycles to
borrow to explore the local area. Keralan, Indian and international cuisine is
served under a thatched roof at the main restaurant, with much of the produce
used grown in the resort’s own organic gardens. There’s also a restaurant by the
beachside where you can dine on the freshest seafood available – it might even
be the same catch of day that you saw being landed on the beach.
Marari Beach’s villas are set throughout the resort and are set within
enough space to ensure privacy. The style is simple and rustic – each villa
has a thatched roof and a partly open-air courtyard-style bathroom.

Deluxe Pool Villa

Garden Pool Villa

HOTEL DETAILS
SETTING h Beautifully secluded in
acres of forest, a short stroll through
the palms from the golden sands and
the Arabian Sea
GETTING THERE h Approx. 2½ hours
from Cochin airport
ROOMS h 62 beautiful thatched villas
DINING h 2 restaurants, bar
FACILITIES h Swimming pool, spa,
yoga centre, Wi-Fi, tennis courts,
bicycles
ACTIVITIES h Visit the farm kitchen
and learn how to create traditional

Keralan dishes • Join the yoga master
for an early morning workout • Walk
or cycle to the local village to see
day-to-day life on the Keralan coast.
WHAT’S INCLUDED h Breakfast at
the main restaurant
MEAL UPGRADES h Half board
• Breakfast and dinner at the main
restaurant h Full board • Breakfast,
lunch and dinner at the main
restaurant
NEED TO KNOW h Compulsory gala
dinner 31 Dec, supplement applies
REFERENCE h IN291.
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CARNOUSTIE AYURVEDA & WELLNESS RESORT
•

charming spa resort

•

thatched villas

•

ssss

tailored ayurveda programs

Xxxxxxxxxxxxx

A quiet and tranquil resort on the beautiful Keralan coast where the
focus is firmly on wellness.

While the majority of Southern India resorts feature spas that offer Ayurvedic
treatments and alternative ancient practices, at the beautiful Carnoustie resort
the focus is almost entirely on the wellbeing of the body and soul. Hidden
away on the breathtaking Malabar Coast, this is the perfect place to retreat to
following a lively Indian adventure. This is the place for some genuine ‘me
time’. Days can start with yoga (an incredible seven types of yoga are practised
here) on the beachfront platform or within the gardens, and continue with an
Ayurveda healing treatment at the Aryavaidyasala spa, a bicycle ride around
the local villages or a lunch or evening cruise on the backwaters. Alternatively,
you can do nothing but lie by the pool or on the beach. The choice is yours.
Reflecting the wellness focus of the resort, there is a emphasis on healthy
and varied cuisine. And with produce such as fruits, vegetables and spices
(and herbs for the Ayurveda treatments) coming from Carnoustie's organic
garden, and the majority of the sea food served coming directly from the
day’s catch, you know you are going to be getting the freshest and tastiest
dishes possible. There are two restaurants: IDA, which serves a wide range of
local and international cuisine, and Chimaera where you can enjoy
locally-caught seafood in the most beautifully presented dishes.
The style is contemporary luxury, however there’s a definite nod to the
architecture, heritage and culture of the region, something that can be seen
in the design of the thatched cottages. The Akund Deluxe Villas are scattered
throughout the gardens and feature a private deck with a lily pond.

HOTEL DETAILS
SETTING h Set back from the
shoreline, close to the village of
Mararikkulam
GETTING THERE h Approx. 1¼ hours
from Cochin airport
ROOMS h 30 thatched cottages,
some with a pool
DINING h 2 restaurants
FACILITIES h Outdoor swimming
pool, indoor swimming pool, spa and
wellness centre
ACTIVITIES h Cycle to the local
village, one of the nearby temples or
the Portuguese-built St Andrew’s
Basilica • Begin your day with an
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early-morning yoga session or
conclude it with some sunset yoga
• Cruise through the backwaters on
the resort’s own houseboat
WHAT’S INCLUDED h Breakfast at
IDA
MEAL UPGRADES h Half board
• Breakfast and dinner at IDA
Full board • Breakfast, lunch and
dinner at IDA
NEED TO KNOW h At present no
alcohol is served at Carnoustie
Ayurveda & Wellness Resort
REFERENCE h IN0150.

In store • Selected John Lewis stores • In travel agents • Call 01306 747000 • kuoni.co.uk

Aryavaidyasala spa

IDA

•

kovalam • southern india

NIRAAMAYA RETREATS SURYA SAMUDRA
•

spectacular natural setting

•

tranquil ayurveda spa

•

sssss

just 23 heritage cottages

•

Xxxxxxxxxxxxx

A breathtaking heritage hideaway perched on a cliff-top overlooking
a beautiful quiet beach.

For a real sense of understated luxury, a chance to really get away from it
all and a feeling that you're at one with nature, you should look no further
than this beautiful Relais & Chateaux property. The pace of life here is
incredibly laid back and there’s a focus on wellness; a little relaxation and
indulgence will be just what you need following a non-stop tour of India.
Wander along winding paths through delightful gardens that are scattered
with a variety of tropical tree species and statues as you make you way
between your cottage, the spa, the breathtaking infinity pool and a pristine
beach, which is accessed by steps in the cliff side.
You can begin your day at the wonderfully-situated yoga pavilion and soak up
the ocean views as you join the resident yogi in an early morning session. It’ll
then be time for a freshly-prepared breakfast which is served daily at the
main restaurant Café Samsara, which is also open for lunch and dinner. The
rest of the day can easily be whiled away by the pool or on the beach.
Alternatively, there are plenty of opportunities to explore the temples and
bazaars in the local area on an immersive cultural tour, head out to the
backwaters for a cruise and beach picnic or join a cooking class. Once
you’ve enjoyed a spectacular Indian Ocean sunset you can dine on
catch-of-the day dishes at the intimate venue Essence.

Spa

There are just 23 cottages set throughout the gardens each with a private
terrace. The Rock Garden Rooms feature charming indoor-outdoor
bathrooms with an open air rain shower.

HOTEL DETAILS
SETTING h Set on a clifftop
overlooking the Arabian Sea to the
south of the resort of Kovalam
GETTING THERE h Approx. 40
minutes from Trivandrum airport
ROOMS h 23 cottages
DINING h 2 restaurants, bar
FACILITIES h Infinity swimming pool,
Ayurveda spa, Wi-Fi
ACTIVITIES h Enjoy a romantic ‘Starry
Starry Night’ seafood dinner on the
beach or yoga platform • Start your
day with a yoga session overlooking
the beautiful beach • Join a day trip
to the city of Trivandrum and explore

temples and bazaars • Cruise through
the famous Keralan backwaters or
enjoy a sunset cruise • Partake in a
cooking class with the resort’s chef
WHAT’S INCLUDED h Breakfast at
Café Samsara
MEAL UPGRADES h Half board
• Breakfast and dinner at Café
Samsara h Full board • Breakfast,
lunch and dinner at Café Samsara
NEED TO KNOW h Compulsory gala
dinners 24 and 31 Dec, supplements
apply
REFERENCE h IN594.
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THE LEELA KOVALAM

sssss

•

upgrade to the club

set between two beaches

•

•

breathtaking views

Xxxxxxxxxxxxx

Perched on a cliff top overlooking the sea and set in extensive
landscaped gardens.

The elevated position of this elegant resort is hard to beat, with
breathtaking ocean and coastal views in almost every direction you look.
There’s a small section of private sand that overlooks Samudra beach which
bustles with activity throughout the day, and you can reach the famed
Lighthouse beach and the restaurants and bars of Kovalam in a matter of
minutes by road. At the resort itself there’s an Ayurveda spa which provides
a range of signature and holistic treatments. We highly recommend
upgrading The Club section of The Leela Kovalam which features an
exclusive infinity pool that has one of the best views in the resort.
All tastes are catered for at The Leela‘s three restaurants. For round-the-clock
buffet dining head to The Terrace. You can enjoy a range of cuisines including
Indian, Asia and European, and if you enjoy sampling local cuisine don’t miss
the Keralan specialities. For Club guests The Café at The Club is the all-day
dining venue. Located by the beach is the open-air restaurant The Tides.
Freshly-caught seafood that’s grilled to your specification is served daily at
lunch and dinner. One of the most popular spots is the roof-top venue The
Sky Bar, particularly at sunset when you can enjoy tapas dishes and a wide
variety of drinks as the sun dips below the horizon.
All of the rooms we have chosen to feature face the beach or the Arabian Sea
– an easy decision with views such as The Leela provides. The Beachview
Superior Rooms are located in the main buildings while the sea-view Club
Rooms and Suites are set within the exclusive Club section of the resort.

HOTEL DETAILS
SETTING h On a headland between
Kovalam and Grow beaches, just a
short drive to the centre of Kovalam
GETTING THERE h Approx. 20
minutes from Trivandrum airport
ROOMS h 183 rooms and suites
DINING h 3 restaurants (1 for The
Club guests), 2 bars (1 seasonal)
FACILITIES h 2 pools (1 for The Club
guests), spa, fitness centre, tennis
court, Wi-Fi
ACTIVITIES h Visit Lighthouse beach
and soak up the atmosphere that’s
been a favourite with travellers for
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many decades • Treat yourself to a
Ayurvedic treatment at the spa
WHAT’S INCLUDED h Breakfast at
the Terrace
MEAL UPGRADES h Half board
• Breakfast and lunch at The Terrace
Full board • Breakfast, lunch and
dinner at The Terrace
NEED TO KNOW h Minimum stay: 5
nights 19 Dec-05 Jan. No departures
31 Dec-01 Jan. Compulsory gala
dinners 24 and 31 Dec, supplements
apply
REFERENCE h IN052.

In store • Selected John Lewis stores • In travel agents • Call 01306 747000 • kuoni.co.uk

The Sky Bar

Beachview Superior Room

•

kovalam • southern india

Lighthouse Beach, Kovalam
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SUGGESTED ITINERARY

Chennai

Pondicherry

Tanjore

Madurai

Thekkady (Periyar)

Alleppey (houseboat)

Cochin

2

2

2

2

2

1

1

4½ hours

6 hours

4½ hours

Chola architecture in Tanjore

4 hours

4 hours

1½ hours

Chinese fishing nets in Cochin

SUGGESTED ITINERARY
Travel across India from Chennai on the Bay of Bengal to Cochin on the Arabian
Sea, visiting temples and national parks and cruising the beautiful backwaters.
CHENNAI h Formerly known as
Madras and blessed with a rich
heritage of arts and culture, Chennai
is known as the ‘Gateway to South
India’. Join a full day tour of the city
visiting Fort St. George, St Mary’s
Church, the Government Museum
and Marina Beach.
PONDICHERRY h Travel south to
Pondicherry (Puducherry), which
was once the largest French colony
in India. During your time here
you’ll visit the spiritual community
of Sri Aurobindo Ashram where the
practice of yoga and modern science
meet. You’ll also have the chance to
explore the French Quarter.
TANJORE h Step back in time in the
often-overlooked city of Tanjore
(Thanjavur). The relics of one of the

most powerful dynasties of southern
India, the Chola Empire, are an
absolutely incredible sight. During a
tour of the city you’ll visit
Brihadisvara, one of UNESCO-listed
Great Living Chola Temples.
MADURAI h Home to one of the
most striking temples in India,
Madurai is the oldest city in Tamil
Nadu and a popular pilgrimage site
with a rich cultural heritage. On a
guided tour visit the famed
Meenakshi temple complex which is
overlooked by four intricately
carved gopuras or pyramidal gates
which mark the four entrances.
THEKADDY (PERIYAR) h The name
Periyar conjures up images of
elephants, unending chains of
rolling hills and spice-scented

plantations. Join a ‘soft trek’ along
the various nature trails that cross
the diverse habitats of the national
park. You’ll also join on a tour through
your hotel’s own spice garden.
ALLEPPEY (HOUSEBOAT) h The
highlight of any trip to Kerala is the
opportunity to cruise the famous
backwaters on a traditional house
boat. Travel through the maze of
waterways and enjoy this truly
relaxing way to travel.
COCHIN h Inﬂuenced by many
cultures throughout its rich and
varied history, Cochin is an incredible
city to explore. Visit the rather
understated Dutch Palace (closed
Friday (and the Paradesi Synagogue
(closed Friday and Saturday), and see
the iconic Chinese ﬁshing nets.

Pondicherry

INDIA

Periyar N.P.

Tanjore

Cochin
Alleppey

ARABIAN
SEA

SRI LANKA

TRIP DETAILS
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SUGGESTED ROUTE
12 nights Chennai to Cochin
h Chennai: 2 nights
h Pondicherry: 2 nights
h Tanjore: 2 nights
h Madurai: 2 nights
h Thekkady (Periyar): 2 nights
h Alleppey (houseboat): 1 night
h Cochin: 1 night

TAILOR MADE h This itinerary is
completely ﬂexible, so you can choose
your own number of nights and
accommodation, add excursions or
extend your holiday
NEED TO KNOW h 2 complimentary
bottles of mineral water will be
provided each day

PRIVATE TOUR h This is a private
itinerary including a car and driver
and local English-speaking tour
guides for any sightseeing

STAY LONGER h It’s simple to add a
stay at one of India’s beach resorts to
the end of this itinerary (see pages
80-87 and 90-95).

In store • Selected John Lewis stores • In travel agents • Call 01306 747000 • kuoni.co.uk

Meenakshi Temple, Madurai
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Kerala backwaters
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SUGGESTED ITINERARY

Cochin

Munnar

Kumarakom

Alleppey (Houseboat)

Nelpura

2

2

2

1

2

Approx journey time

4 hours

4 hours

1½ hours

1 hour

Cochin
-

2 hours

SUGGESTED ITINERARY
Get a glimpse into traditional Keralan life and enjoy spending time with a local
family in their home on this fascinating journey through Kerala.
COCHIN h Influenced by many
cultures throughout its rich and
varied history, Cochin is an
incredible city to explore. Visit the
rather understated Dutch Palace
(closed Friday) and the Paradesi
Synagogue (closed Friday &
Saturday), and see the iconic
Chinese fishing nets. During your
time in the city you’ll also have the
opportunity to watch a traditional
Kathakali performance.
MUNNAR The beautiful hill station
of Munnar sits high up in the
Western Ghats at the eastern edge
of Kerala, and is surrounded by
rolling tea plantations. Enjoy a
half-day visit to one of these tea
plantations for a guided tour and
visit the Tea Museum (closed
Monday) to learn about the history

and development of Munnar’s
thriving plantations.
KUMARAKOM h Spend some time in
peaceful village of Kumarakom, a
cluster of pretty islands and shallow
waterways on the edge of Lake
Vembanad. During your stay travel
by motorboat to Philipkutty’s Farm
for a delicious home-cooked lunch.
Visit a butterfly garden and enjoy a
bird-watching tour before a sunset
cruise on the lake.

h

ALLEPPEY (HOUSEBOAT) h One of
the real highlights of a trip to Kerala
is the opportunity to cruise the
famous backwaters on a traditional
house boat. These beautiful boats
are known as kettuvallams or the
‘boat with knots’ and each
thatch-roofed boat has been

converted from an original cargo boat
which would once have been used to
ship rice and spices between
Kuttanad and the coast. cruise
through the maze of waterways and
enjoy this truly relaxing way to travel.
NELPURA h Continue to the
waterside region of Kuttanad where
you will stay at a charming homestay.
Nelpura has been owned and run by
the same local family for almost
150 years. Enjoy warm hospitality
and home-cooked Keralan cuisine
and authentic backwaters
experiences. During your time here
you‘ll have the opportunity to visit
an old house in the local Brahmin
community, take a rickshaw or
bicycle ride to a nearby church and
travel by canoe to a local temple.

INDIA
Munnar
Cochin
Periyar N. P.

Alleppey

Kumarakom
Nelpura

TRIP DETAILS
SUGGESTED ROUTE
9 nights round trip from Cochin
h Cochin: 2 nights
h Munnar: 2 nights
h Kumarakom: 2 nights
h Alleppey (houseboat): 1 nights
h Neplura: 2 nights
PRIVATE TOUR h This is a private
itinerary including a car and driver
and local English-speaking tour
guides for any sightseeing

TAILOR MADE h This itinerary is
completely flexible, so you can choose
your own number of nights and
accommodation, add excursions or
extend your holiday
NEED TO KNOW h 2 complimentary
bottles of mineral water will be
provided each day
STAY LONGER h It’s simple to add a
stay at one of India’s beach resorts on
to the end of this itinerary (see pages
80-87 and 90-95).
Nelpura Homestay

98

In store • Selected John Lewis stores • In travel agents • Call 01306 747000 • kuoni.co.uk

suggested itineraries • southern india

Sunrise over the mountains of Munnar

99

N INDIA •

D I IN

A I

SUGGESTED ITINERARY

Cochin

Munnar

Thekkady (Periyar)

Alleppey (houseboat)

Kumarakom

2

1

2

1

2

4 hours

3½ hours

4 hours

1½ hours

Cochin
-

1½ hours

Munnar landscapes

SUGGESTED ITINERARY
Discover serene landsapes of rolling mountains, coconut groves, paddy fields,
wide beaches and sedate backwaters and explore colonial Cochin.
COCHIN h Influenced by many
cultures throughout its rich and
varied history, Cochin is an
incredible city to explore. Visit the
rather understated Dutch Palace
(closed Friday) and the Paradesi
Synagogue (closed Friday &
Saturday), and see the iconic
Chinese fishing nets. During your
time in the city you’ll also have the
opportunity to watch a traditional
Kathakali performance.

and development of Munnar’s
thriving plantations.
THEKADDY (PERIYAR) h The name
Periyar conjures up images of
elephants, unending chains of
rolling hills and spice-scented
plantations. Join a soft trek along
the various nature trails that cross
the diverse habitats of the national
park. You’ll also join a tour through
your hotel’s own spice garden.

MUNNAR h The beautiful hill station
of Munnar sits high up in the
Western Ghats at the eastern edge
of Kerala, and is surrounded by
rolling tea plantations. Enjoy a
half-day visit to one of these tea
plantations for a guided tour and
visit the Tea Museum (closed
Monday) to learn about the history

ALLEPPEY (HOUSEBOAT) h One of
the real highlights of a trip to Kerala
is the opportunity to cruise the
famous backwaters on a traditional
house boat. These beautiful boats
are known as kettuvallams, or the
‘boat with knots’, and each
thatch-roofed boat has been
converted from an original cargo

boat that would once have been used
to ship rice and spices between
Kuttanad and the coast. Cruise
through the maze of waterways and
enjoy this truly relaxing way to travel.
KUMARAKOM h Spend some time in
peaceful village of Kumarakom, a
cluster of pretty islands and shallow
waterways on the edge of Lake
Vembanad. Your time here is free to
explore this beautiful region as you
please and at your own pace.
Perhaps visit a butterfly garden,
enjoy a spot of bird-watching or
head out on the beautiful Lake
Vembanad on a sunset cruise.

PRIVATE TOUR h This is a private
itinerary including a car and driver
and local English-speaking tour
guides for any sightseeing

TAILOR MADE h This itinerary is
completely flexible, so you can choose
your own number of nights and
accommodation, add excursions or
extend your holiday
NEED TO KNOW h 2 complimentary
bottles of mineral water will be
provided each day
STAY LONGER h It’s simple to add a
stay at one of India’s beach resorts to
the end of this itinerary (see pages
80-87 and 90-95).
Periyar National Park

100

INDIA
Munnar
Cochin

Alleppey

TRIP DETAILS
SUGGESTED ROUTE
8 nights Cochin to Kumarakom
h Cochin: 2 nights
h Munnar: 1 night
h Thekkady (Periyar): 2 nights
h Alleppey (houseboat): 1 night
h Kumarakom: 2 nights

Birdlife in Kumarakom

In store • Selected John Lewis stores • In travel agents • Call 01306 747000 • kuoni.co.uk

Kumarakom

Periyar N. P.

Thekkady
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Kerala houseboat
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SUGGESTED ITINERARY

Bangalore

Mysore

Ooty

Nagarhole

Coorg

Hassan

-

2

2

2

2

2

2¾ hours

4 hours

5 hours

1½ hours

3 hours

Bangalore
2

4 hours

Countryside surrounding Ooty

SUGGESTED ITINERARY
This itinerary provides you with the opportunity to visit some of southern India’s
lesser-visited cities and wildlife parks, perfect for repeat visitors to the region.
MYSORE h Historic Mysore (Mysuru)
is one of the south’s most charming
cities. Once the capital of the
Wodeyer dynasty, it’s now
considered the cultural capital of
the state of Karnataka. During your
time here you’ll take a tour of the
city, a highlight of which is a visit to
the spectacular Mysore Palace, the
oﬃcial home of the Wodeyar rulers
between 1399 and 1950.
OOTY h From Mysore you’ll head up
into the Nilgiri mountains to the hill
station of Ooty which sits at 2239
metres above sea level. Surrounded
by a tranquil countryside with
rolling hills and tea plantations, the
centre of Ooty is bustling place.
From the train station you’ll take the
Nilgiri Mountain Railway, one of the
country’s UNESCO-listed mountain

railways, to the town of Coonoor.
Drive back up to Ooty for a
sightseeing tour, visiting the botanic
gardens, Doddabetta Peak – the
highest mountain in the Nilgiri hills
– and a few local markets.

scenery. Your time here is free to
enjoy the facilities and activities at
your beautiful resort. These include
plantation tours, village visits and
even the opportunity to help out on
the plantation.

NAGARHOLE h Nagarhole National
Park is a lush 248-square-mile tiger
reserve in the Western Ghats that’s
home to Bengal tigers, Indian
elephants, Indian bison and sloth
bears, as well as a number of rare
bird species. Enjoy an early-morning
and afternoon game drive in the
park with a knowledgable naturalist
guide, keeping your eyes peeled for
the resident wildlife.

HASSAN h From your resort on the
outskirts of Hassan you’ll visit the
nearby ancient twin cities of Belur
and Halebid, both of which served
as the captital of the Hoysala
dynasty. You’ll see a selection of
intricately-carved temples and ﬁne
examples of Hoysala architecture.

COORG Another fantastic
destination for nature lovers, Coorg
(Kodagu) is known for its beautiful
h

BANGALORE h Bangalore (Bengaluru)
is described at the ‘garden city’. Visit
sights such as the Tipu Sultan’s
Summer Palace, the imposing
Vidhana Soudha and the Lalbagh
Botanical Garden.

Mysore Palace

INDIA
Hassan

Bangalore

Coorg
Nagarhole
Ooty

ARABIAN
SEA

TRIP DETAILS
SUGGESTED ROUTE
12 nights round trip from
Bangalore
h Mysore: 2 nights
h Ooty: 2 nights
h Nagarhole: 2 nights
h Coorg: 2 nights
h Hassan: 2 nights
h Bangalore: 2 nights

TAILOR MADE h This itinerary is
completely ﬂexible, so you can choose
your own number of nights and
accommodation, add excursions or
extend your holiday
NEED TO KNOW h 2 complimentary
bottles of mineral water will be
provided each day

PRIVATE TOUR h This is a private
itinerary including a car and driver
and local English-speaking tour
guides for any sightseeing

STAY LONGER h It’s simple to add a
stay at one of India’s beach resorts on
to the end of this itinerary (see pages
80-87 and 90-95).
Nagarhole
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Mysore Palace
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Nepal & Bhutan
The mountainous and landlocked nations of Nepal
and Bhutan were both once shrouded in mystery
and secrecy, closed off from the world. Former and
exisiting kingdoms have shaped the cities of these
incredible countries, while their setting within the
mighty Himalaya has drawn adventurous
travellers from around the world to hike through
mountain valleys and climb the earth’s highest
peaks. Gain an insight into a world so unlike our
own. . . one that will truly get under your skin.

NEPAL

BHUTAN

Nepal & Bhutan
Everest • Buddhism • adventure • Himalaya • Hindu • wildlife-rich plains • Land of
the Thunder Dragon • Kathmandu • prayer flags • stupas • Ghurkhas • trekking
• safari • Sherpa culture • temples • kingdoms • folk heritage • Buddhist monks
• festivals • palaces • Tiger’s Nest • lakes • villages

Destination highlights

Random fact

Events & Festivals
h

h
h

h

h
h
h

h

h

h

h
h

UONI IN IDE

Best time to travel

The essentials

Adele Jones, Kuoni at John Lewis Cardiﬀ
h

I’ll never forget that
moment when we arrived
at our lodge following a
walk through the beautiful
foothills of Nepal’s
Annapurna range. There’s
nothing quite like relaxing on the terrace
and taking in the views of the majestic
Himalays in complete silence with a beer
in hand!

h

h

h

GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT NEPAL & BHUTAN
TIME DIFFERENCE h Nepal – GMT +5¾ hours;
Bhutan – GMT +6 hours
FLYING TIME h Nepal – 10 hours;
Bhutan – 11 hours
VISA h Visas are required for both Nepal
and Bhutan
CURRENCY h Nepal – Nepalese Rupee;
Bhutan – The Ngultrum
LANGUAGE h Nepal – Nepali; Bhutan –
Dzongkha, Nepali is also widely spoken

CAPITAL h Nepal – Kathmandu;
Bhutan – Thimpu
GETTING AROUND h Nepal – In the city taxis are
the most convenient way to travel, although they
are at the mercy of the notorious traﬃc! Between
the major cities it is possible to travel by air or road
h Bhutan – All travel will be included in
your tour.
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CLIMATE IN KATHMANDU, NEPAL
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Rainfall – Average monthly rainfall (if higher than 0.5")
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B kathmandu, nepal

C pokhara, nepal

D chitwan national

E thimphu, bhutan

An intriguing city that’s
steeped in history and leaves
the senses overloaded.

A lakeside city in central
Nepal and the gateway to the
Annapurna Himalayas.

View wildlife in Nepal’s
Chitwan National Park.

Explore Bhutan’s capital and
experience the country’s
fascinating cultures.

Kathmandu p108

Pokhara p108

Chitwan p108

Thimphu p110

park, nepal

F paro, bhutan
Home to the iconic Taksang
Monastery and Bhutan’s
only international airport.
Paro p110
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Mount Everest
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Nepal... your way
These hotels and
experiences are a taster of
what you can book with us.
Contact one of our Personal
Travel Experts to discuss
your ideal holiday.

Kathmandu

Chitwan
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Pokhara

Rural Nepal
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Nepal today

CHINA
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NEPAL
Pokhara

Gorkha

Mount Everest

Kathmandu
Chitwan N. P.

INDIA
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Annapurna Range

ssssd

DWARIKA’S HOTEL, KATHMANDU

a beautiful haven in bustling kathmandu

sssss

GORKHA GAUN RESORT, GHORKA

rustic village-style resort with breathtaking views

Dwarika’s Hotel showcases a
stunning façade of intricatelycarved wood and terracotta,
with every piece handmade by
some of the country’s finest
craftsmen. The heritage exterior
is complemented perfectly by a
luxurious interior making it a
wonderful base from which to
explore enchanting Kathmandu.
If you’re looking for an oasis of
calm, then look no further than
this beautiful hotel. 83 rooms.

sssss

DWARIKA’S RESORT, DHULIKHEL

a spiritual wellbeing retreat in the foothills

For a truly rustic and authentic
Nepali village experience we
highly recommend this hillside
hotel. The resort was rebuilt
following the 2015 earthquake
using locally-sourced handcarved stones and slates, while
the furnishings were created by
local craftspeople. You can walk
to nearby villages and learn more
about the Gurkha soldiers, many
of whom come from this beautiful
region. Upon your return, enjoy
360-degree views from the hotel’s
restaurant. 15 cottages.

sssss

TAJ MEGHAULI SERAI, CHITWAN

spot wildlife from this luxury river-side safari lodge

We can’t think of a finer setting
to obtain a sense of harmony
and peace and to feel at one with
nature than this beautiful resort.
The views of the Langtang range
from the hill-top lounge will
soothe you, as will the unbeatable
wellness facilities. These include a
Himalayan salt room, a meditation
maze and Chakra sound therapy
rooms. The cuisine reflects the
wellbeing philosophy, with natural
and healthy produce which is
mostly sourced from the Dwarika’s
own organic farms. 40 rooms.

ssss

TIGER MOUNTAIN POKHARA LODGE

rustic lodge perched above pokhara valley

Imagine beginning your day with
tea, coffee or fruit juice delivered
to your room as you watch the
sun rise over the Annapurna
mountains, possibly a private
yoga session and then breakfast
served as and when you please.
At this beautiful hilltop retreat
these relaxed mornings set you
up perfectly for a day of trekking
along mountain trails, birdwatching trips, sightseeing or
shopping in Pokhara, or perhaps
just treating yourself to an in-room
Ayurvedic treatment. 18 rooms.

Bringing Taj’s renowned attentive
service to Nepal’s Chitwan
National Park, the Meghauli Serai
is a tranquil and luxury haven on
the banks of the Rapti River. While
you can head out on a range of
excursions into the park, which is
reached by a boat ride across the
river, you may not have to move
too far to see the park’s residents.
Wildlife is often seen from the
resort, whether you are relaxing by
the infinity pool, on the balcony of
your room or dining al fresco on
the deck. 30 rooms.

Swayambhunath Stupa and city tour
duration: half day

One of the most iconic
monuments in the Nepalese
capital is the striking
Swayambhunath temple. Built
over 2500 years ago, the temple,
which sits on a hilltop just under
two miles from the city centre,
is one of the oldest and most
important religious sites in the
country. During the tour you’ll
head up to Swayambhunath, from
which you can enjoy far-reaching
views over the city, before
returning to the to the city centre
to take it some of its key sites.
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Bhutan... your way
These hotels and
experiences are a taster of
what you can book with us.
Contact one of our Personal
Travel Experts to discuss
your ideal holiday.

Travel in Bhutan

Thimphu
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Gangtey & Bumthang
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Punakha

Amankora Punakha
Amankora Paro Taj Tashi
Paro

Trashiyangtse

Amankora Gangtey
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Amankora Thimpu
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Paro

sssss

AMANKORA PARO

sssss

zen-like hotel tucked away in a beautiful pine forest
This hill-side hideaway is set
away from the centre of Paro
in a serene pine forest. The
style here is minimalist, with a
mix of modern and traditional
Bhutanese architecture and décor;
the service is attentive, with the
staff seemingly anticipating your
every need. The trail head that
winds up to the iconic Tiger’s Nest
monastery is just a short distance
away, and once you return
from your hike the spa, with its
Bhutanese hot stone baths, is a
welcome retreat. 24 suites.

sssss

TAJ TASHI, THIMPHU

traditional architecture combines with taj service

Providing guests with a sense of
understated luxury and a quiet
spot away from the ever-growning
capital, the Amankora Thimphu
is influenced by the architecture
of the region’s beautiful dzongs
but with a more modern, stripped
back style. The white-washed
buildings surround a charming
terrace, a fantastic spot to sit
round the firepit in the evenings
(weather dependent). Alternatively,
there’s a cosy living room with
log fires where regular cultural
evenings take place. 16 suites.

sssss

AMANKORA GANGTEY

an intimate hotel in the beautiful phobjikha valley
With one of the most beautiful
natural settings and some
fantastic valley and monastery
views, the Amankora Gangtey is
possibly the most popular Aman
property in Bhutan. The lodge
is located well off the beaten
track, providing an insight into
life in rural Bhutan. You can
take a short circular walk from
the lodge past local farms, join
local monks in morning or
evening prayer, or enjoy a special
Bhutanese dinner with folk
entertainment. 8 suites.

AMANKORA PUNAKHA

traditional farmhouse surrounded by modern suites

At this striking hotel which sits
at the heart of the capital, the
distinctive elegance and luxury
of the Taj brand is complemented
perfectly by the traditional
Bhutanese architecture and
style. The service is outstanding,
just as you would expect from
a property of this calibre, and
the setting makes it the perfect
spot from which to explore the
city’s major sights. There are four
restaurants here with a focus on
local cuisine as well as Tibetan
and European dishes. 66 rooms.

sssss

AMANKORA THIMPHU

set in a beautiful pine forest above the thimphu vally

This Punakha hotel is probably
the most traditional of the
Aman properties in terms of
architecture and style. Set in a
charming fruit orchard, which is
reached by a suspension bridge
over the Mo Chhu river, and
centred on a three-storey heritage
farm house, it offers plenty of
rural Bhutanese character. During
the warmer months meals are
served in the charming courtyard,
while a range of private dining
experiences can be arranged
around the resort. 8 suites.

sssss

AMANKORA BUMTHANG

peaceful retreat adjacent to what was once a royal palace
Experience one of the country’s
most spiritual regions with a
stay at the 16-suite Amankora
Bumthang. There are 29 temples
and monasteries in the local area,
while next to the property is the
Wangdichholing palace – the
summer home of the first and
second kings of Bhutan. Signature
experiences at the lodge include
lunch at a local farmhouse and
a visit to the Red Panda brewery
and Swiss cheese shop, a relatively
unexpected experience in rural
Bhutan! 16 suites.
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SUGGESTED ITINERARY

Kathmandu

Chitwan

Pokhara

Majgaun

Pokhara

2

2

1

1

1

6 hours

6 hours

1 hour drive/1½ hour trek

1 hour trek/1 hour drive

Kathmandu
1

6 hours

Pewa Lake, Pokhara

SUGGESTED ITINERARY
On this journey through Nepal witness stunning temple architecture and
breathtaking mountain scenery, and visit Chitwan National Park.
KATHMANDU h Nepal’s capital sits
at 1350 metres above sea level, in
bowl-shaped valley in central Nepal
and has a rich history that spans
approximately 2000 years. Visit the
anicent city of Bhaktapu and explore
its Durbar Square which is home to
the 55 Window Palace and the
Dattatreya Temple. Continue on the
royal city of Patan, the centre of
Buddhist and Hindu culture, which is
rich with historic temples and
monasteries. During your time in
Patan’s Durbar Square you’ll hear the
soothing sounds of a singing bowl.
There’s also the option of taking a
morning mountain flight to see some
of the world’s highest peaks.
CHITWAN Travel south through the
southern foothills of the Himalayas
to the lowland plains of the Terai
h

region where the country’s famous
national park Chitwan is located.
Enjoy a range of activities from the
lodge, which is located on the edge
of the Rapti River, just across from
the park on the opposite bank. The
park covers an area of 360 square
miles and is home to a variety of rare
wildlife species including Bengal
tigers, leopards, sloth bears, Asiatic
rhinoceros and Asian elephants.
POKHARA h The landscapes change
again as you head north west to
Nepal’s third largest city, Pokhara,
which sits in the shadow of the
mighty Annapurna Massif. The city
acts as a gateway to the trails and
mountains for adventurous hikers
and climbers, as well as being a laidback mountain and lakeside retreat.
Take a boat ride on Pewa Lake and

enjoy views of the city and, weather
permitting, the snow-capped
mountains. There’ll also be time to
browse the local markets and visit
the World Peace Stupa at sunrise.
MAJGAUN h Head to the village of
Lumle, the start point of your trip
into the Annapurna foothills. A
45-minute, uphill hike takes you to
the Gurung village of Chandrakot,
located at 1565 metres above sea
level, from which you can enjoy
panoramic mountain vistas.
Following a walk of 30 minutes
you’ll reach Majgaun, the setting of
your rustic mountain lodge. Visit a
local museum nearby Tanchok. The
next morning there’s a trek of
approximately one hour before
you’re transferred back to Pokhara.
Ga

TRIP DETAILS
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World Peace Stupa, Pokhara
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NEPAL
Chandrakot
Pokhara
Kathmandu
Chitwan National Park

Bhaktapur
Patan

INDIA
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Chitwan National Park

SUGGESTED ROUTE
8 nights round trip from
Kathmandu
h Kathmandu: 2 nights h Chitwan: 2
nights h Pokhara: 1 night h Majgaun:
1 night h Pokhara: 1 night
h Kathmandu: 1 night

TAILOR MADE h This itinerary is
completely flexible, so you can choose
your own number of nights and
accommodation, add excursions or
extend your holiday. A visit to Nepal is
easily combined with an India or
Bhutan itinerary

PRIVATE TOUR h This is a private
itinerary including a car and driver
and local English-speaking tour
guides for any sightseeing and a
trekking guide and porter(s) in the
Annapurna foothills

NEED TO KNOW h 1 complimentary
bottle of mineral water will be
provided each day h Maximum 15kg
luggage allowance on the trek h The
trek portion of this suggested itinerary
is only suitable for those with a good
level of fitness.

In store • Selected John Lewis stores • In travel agents • Call 01306 747000 • kuoni.co.uk
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Swayambhunath Temple, Kathmandu
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SUGGESTED ITINERARY

Paro

Thimphu

Punakha

-

2

2

1½ hours

Paro
3

2½ hours

4 hours

Punakha Dzong

SUGGESTED ITINERARY
This incredible adventure with our partners Amankora takes you into the heart of
this tiny nation which is hidden in the Himalayas.
THIMPHU h From the international
airport in Paro, where you’ll meet
your Amankora guide, travel west to
the Bhutanese capital of Thimphu.
The city is home to many attractions
such as the National Memorial
Chorten, the National Library, the
Institiute of Traditional Medicines
and the Folk Museum. Active guests
may wish to take a 2-hour hike
along the Wangditse Nature Trail,
during which they can enjoy
spectacular views over the city.
Other suggestions for your time in
Thimphu include a short hike to the
Cheri Goemba, a visit to the Trashi
Chhoe Dzong – the seat of the
Bhutan government and royal
offices – and a round at incrediblypicturesque Thimphu Golf Club.

TRIP DETAILS
SUGGESTED ROUTE
7 nights round trip from Paro
h Thimphu: 2 nights
h Punakha: 2 nights
h Paro: 3 nights
PRIVATE TOUR h This is a private
itinerary operated by our partner
Amankora. For journeys of seven
nights or more a private car, driver
and guide is included
TAILOR MADE h This itinerary is just
an expample of what Amankora offer;
you can choose your own route and
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PUNAKHA h Reached by a
spectacular drive over the mountain
pass of Dochula and past monasteries,
chortens and dzongs, is the fertile
Punakha Valley. At a lower elevation,
the climate here is warmer allowing
for the cultivation of rice and tropical
fruits. During your time here you can
hike to the modern Khamsum Yulley
Namgyal Chorten, which sits above
the valley, and visit the river-side
Punakha Dzong. There will be time to
enjoy the facities and activities on
offer at the Amankora lodge which
include a private riverside barbecue
in the shade of the pine trees. You
can also try your hand at archery,
Bhutan’s national sport, or learn to
make traditional momos (dumplings)
and the national dish Ema Datse.

number of nights. Suggestions for 9
and 11-night itineraries are also
available. Any sightseeing mentioned
is just a suggestion and your
day-to-day itinerary is fully flexible;
you’ll be able to discuss your
itinerary with your Anankora guide
on arrival. Bhutan is easily combined
with an India or Nepal itinerary

PARO h Make the journey back east
towards Paro and the Amankora Paro,
which sits in a serene pine forest
outside in the north of the valley. You
can take a short walk from the lodge
to the ruins of the Drukgyel Dzong,
the perfect place to enjoy sunset.
Head down to the city to visit the
National Museum, the Paro Dzong,
the 16th-Century Druk Choeding
temple and the charming Dumtse
Lhakhang. The highlight of any trip to
Bhutan has to be the hike up to the
iconic Taktshang Goemba, also known
as the Tiger’s Nest temple, which is
perched 900 metres above the valley
floor (approx. four hours). Following
the hike you can visit the 7th-Century
Kyichu Lhakhang, one of the country’s
first Buddhist temples.

TIBET

Amankora Punakha

NEED TO KNOW h Certain activities
mentioned may be at an extra cost
and payable locally h Some of the
most popular excursions may have to
be booked in advance.
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Taktshang Goemba or Tiger’s Nest, Paro
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Bluewater
Lower Guild Hall
Tel: 01322 384 800

Kingston-upon-Thames
20 Market Place
Tel: 0208 549 0145

John Lewis Aberdeen
George Street
Tel 01224 418 246

Balham Travel Designers
8 The Boulevard
Tel: 0207 720 8484

Brighton
21 Dukes Lane
Tel: 01273 796 139
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Lakeside Shopping Centre
Tel: 01708 289 585

John Lewis Birmingham
2 Station Street
Tel: 0121 629 0707

Birmingham Pure Destinations
16 Templefield Sq
Tel: 0121 446 4932

Bristol
21 Penn Street
Tel: 0117 927 2009

Leeds
3 King Edward Street
Tel: 01132 422 264

John Lewis Brent Cross
Brent Cross Shopping Centre
Tel: 0208 419 1520

Glasgow Barrhead Travel
Silverburn Shopping Centre
Tel: 0141 876 9700

Bromley
Unit 247, Intu Bromley
Tel: 0203 126 4594

Liverpool
Liverpool One
Tel: 0151 708 0088

John Lewis Cardiff
The Hayes
Tel: 02920 508 787

Gloucester Mid Counties
Co-operative, 36 Eastgate Street,
Tel: 01452 309 968

Cambridge
7 Grand Arcade
Tel: 01223 361 117

London City
108 Cheapside
Tel: 0207 600 4205

John Lewis Cheadle
Wilmslow Road
Tel: 01618 259 307

Jersey Travelmaker
57 Don Street, St Helier
Tel: 01534 837 090

Canterbury
16 Whitefriars Arcade
Tel: 01227 671 517

London Kensington
184 Kensington High Street
Tel: 0207 361 7800

John Lewis Chelmsford
50 Bond Street
Tel: 01245 895 501

Leighton Buzzard
Bailey’s Travel, 28 Waterbourne Walk
Tel: 01525 381 222

Cheltenham
50/50a The Promenade
Tel: 01242 261 116

Manchester
64-66 King Street
Tel: 0161 817 6550

John Lewis Cribbs Causeway
The Mall at Cribbs Causeway
Tel: 0117 905 1110

Maidstone Baldwins Travel
21/23 Earl Street
Tel: 01622 762 141

Chester
8 Eastgate Street
Tel 01244 879 941

Manchester Trafford Centre
128 Regent Crescent
Tel: 0161 452 3000

John Lewis Leeds
Victoria Gate Harewood Street
Tel: 0113 223 4350

Newcastle The Travel Bureau
69 High Street
Tel: 0191 285 9321

Chichester
12 East Street,
Tel 01243 776 777

Milton Keynes
150 Midsummer Arcade
Tel: 01908 667 799

John Lewis Leicester
Highcross
Tel: 0116 355 2602

Plymouth Peter Goord Travel
443 Crownhill Road
Tel: 01752 364 186

Dorking
74 High Street
Tel: 01306 884 420

Nottingham
44 Bridlesmith Gate
Tel: 0115 947 0074

John Lewis London
300 Oxford Street
Tel: 0207 717 5204

Pure Destinations
1 Belwell Lane, Sutton Coldfield
Tel: 01215 163 339

Edinburgh
27 George Street
Tel: 01312 783 745

Sheffield
Meadowhall Centre
Tel: 0114 256 8540

John Lewis Newcastle
Eldon Square
Tel: 0191 203 7393

Truro Newell's Travel
2/3 Lemon Street
Tel: 01872 277 363

Gateshead
19 The Galleria, Metrocentre
Tel: 0191 401 8840

Solihull
3 Crescent Arcade
Tel: 0121 711 8848

John Lewis Norwich
All Saints Green
Tel: 01603 604 214

Glasgow
52 Gordon Street
Tel: 0141 278 3591

St Albans
20 Christopher Place
Tel: 01727 881 878

John Lewis Reading
Broad Street
Tel: 01183 732 045

Guildford
44 High Street
Tel: 01483 454 409

Stratford City
The Arcade
Tel: 0208 519 0310

John Lewis Southampton
West Quay Shopping Centre
Tel: 02381 242 230

Harrogate
39 James Street
Tel: 01423 895 113

Winchester
122 High Street
Tel: 01962 850 040

John Lewis Welwyn Garden City
Tel: 01707 229 828

High Wycombe
Eden Shopping Centre
Tel: 01494 619 682

Windsor
Unit 49 Royal Station Parade
Tel: 01753 468 852

For travel agents
Book online at www.agents.kuoni.co.uk or call us on 01306 744447.
Request brochures at www.trade-gate.co.uk

Brochures
See our full brochure range at www.kuoni.co.uk

kuoni.co.uk | stores nationwide | selected John Lewis stores | in travel agents

