Discover our collection of iconic & authentic tailor-made holidays

Cities that never sleep, wide open roads and awe-inspiring
natural wonders; these are backdrops that constantly grace the
big screen but nothing can beat seeing them for yourself. For
us it’s all about the experience. We’ve driven the highways so
we can tell you about hidden spots along the way, and explored
in all seasons to find you glittering winter wonderlands,
sun-kissed beaches and glorious fall colours. Let us inspire you
and craft your perfect North America holiday.

Morraine Lake, Banff National Park, Canada
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THE KUONI
DIFFERENCE
Kuoni is a l l about incredible ser v ice. So whet her
you get in touch on line or in one of our stores,
we’ l l ensure you have t he same travel ex per t f rom
st ar t to f inish.

TALK TO US

THE FULL KUONI
EXPERIENCE

Use our online expert finder
to interact with someone who
has visited a destination you’re
interested in, chat to us online
or book an appointment in store.
However you get in touch, we’ll
offer top-notch service and
tailor-make a holiday that’s right
for you.

Planning the perfect holiday takes
time and we believe it should be
an exciting experience. Book an
appointment in a beautiful Kuoni
store and we’ll listen to what’s
important to you while you relax
with a complimentary glass of
Champagne.

HIGHLY RECOMMENDED

200+ AWARDS

We’re committed to making your
holiday as incredible as possible.
Following their booking with
Kuoni, customers rated us on
average 9.3 out of 10. Source:
customergauge.

Kuoni has won over 200 travel
and service awards. These awards
reflect our ambition to deliver
an amazing experience on every
Kuoni holiday.
KUONI AT JOHN LEWIS
You can ﬁnd Kuoni in selected
John Lewis stores across the UK.
We’re also the only travel company
who can add your honeymoon to a
John Lewis gift list.

Call us: 01306 747000
Meet us: over 48 stores nationwide
Explore: www.kuoni.co.uk

Call 01306 747000 | www.kuoni.co.uk
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USA & CANADA

Stay & cruise

BEST SEEN BY SEA:
NORTH AMERICA
STAY & CRUISE
Sai l t he nar row forest-sided in let s in A la ska,
island hop in Hawaii or see New England in a l l it s
aut umna l glor y.
Misty straits teeming with
leaping whales, colourful
fishing villages, wide rivers and
far-flung spots in the Pacific:
some things just look better
from the deck of a ship. You
can go from port to port and
only unpack once, and get to
places that can’t be reached by
road. Then we can add some
incredible pre- or post-voyage
adventures to create your
perfect itinerary at sea and
on land.
WHERE TO CRUISE
All four corners of North America
are cruise holiday hot spots
but it’s the Northwest that’s
really something special. British
Columbia and Southeast Alaska
are where you’ll get to have
chance wildlife encounters and
take in epic mountain backdrops.
And there’s a cultural side too
with rich First Nations and
indigenous Alaska heritage. For
sun-kissed paradise islands, set
off from the west coast and sail
across the northern Pacific to
Hawaii or embark in Florida’s
coastal cities and head south to
the Caribbean. Up on the northeast coast, you can follow the

New England and Atlantic Canada
coastlines and drift along the St.
Lawrence River towards the city of
Québec. A real bucket-list voyage
is the week-long transatlantic
between Southampton and New
York, crossing on one of Cunard’s
classic liners.
WHAT TO ADD
While the cruise itineraries are
set, where you go on land is
pretty much up to you. We can
tailor anything from a simple
city stay to a cross-province train
journey in British Columbia or a
California self-drive in the USA.
The main cruise gateways in North
America – all great places to
spend a few nights – are Seattle
and Vancouver for Alaska cruises;
San Francisco and LA for sailings
to Hawaii and Boston; New York,
Québec City and Montréal for
New England voyages. You can
spend some time in Miami before
heading off to the Caribbean,
but another option that’s great
for families is to visit Orlando
before taking a cruise from Port
Canaveral.

Alaska

STAY & CRUISE IN NORTH AMERICA:
Mountain Rails & Alaska Cruise p134

New York
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Stay & cruise

USA & CANADA

OUR FAVOURITE STAY AND CRUISE HOLIDAYS IN THE USA & CANADA

Call 01306 747000 | www.kuoni.co.uk

MOUNTAIN R AILS &
AL A SK A CRUISE

TR ANSATL ANTIC WITH
CUNARD

NORTHERN C ALIFORNIA
& HAWAII

A trip on the Rocky
Mountaineer train through the
mountains and a port-hopping
cruise Celebrity Cruises® – this
is the ultimate Western Canada
and Alaska holiday.

Combine seven days at sea,
soaking up the grandeur and
heritage on an iconic Cunard
liner, with a few days in New
York for some round-the-clock
urban adventures.

After a couple of days in
San Francisco, hit Northern
California’s wide open roads.
Then join Princess Cruises for
an unforgettable trip around
the islands of the Aloha State.

kuoni.co.uk/mountainrails

kuoni.co.uk/transatlantic

kuoni.co.uk/hawaii
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USA & CANADA

Motorhomes

MOTORHOMES:
CHOOSE YOUR OWN
ADVENTURE
Ta ke your home w it h you and dr ive a long mount ain,
coa st a l and canyon road s and f ind hidden places to stop.

It doesn’t matter if it’s
experiencing the thrill of
the open road, waking each
morning to out-of-this-world
views, being able to stop where
and for how long you want or
getting a great-value getaway,
there’s always a good reason to
go on a motorhome holiday.

a large supermarket). You can
pick up your motorhome in most
main cities like San Francisco,
Las Vegas, Denver, Vancouver
and Toronto. For point-to-point
journeys, one way rentals are
available, and you can even cross
the international border, as long
as you return it in the country you
rented it in.

YOUR HOME ON WHEELS
We work with Cruise America and
Cruise Canada, the largest RV
(‘recreational vehicle’ as they’re
known in this part of the world)
rental company in North America.
Their motorhomes range in size
and cost. A value C19 vehicle
is great if you’re travelling as a
couple and doing a shorter trip;
family-friendly C25s have room
for five people; and C30s sleep
seven, which is perfect for bigger
families or stretching space
on longer journeys. They’re all
wonderfully easy to drive – firstly
they are automatic, and secondly,
the roads are usually wide and
straight. There are a few things
to consider when hiring your
vehicle: unlike car hire, mileage
is not included and is usually
35 to 50 US cents (30 to 40
pence) per mile, and you’ll need
to rent kitchen equipment and
bedding packages (or buy it from

WHERE TO STAY
There are RV parks all over the
USA and Canada. Some are simple
spots in the forest while others
are packed with facilities. You’ll
be in charge of booking where you
stay but we can help guide you on
how far you should travel every
day, great places to stop and
how long to spend there. We can
also point you to websites that
are packed full of campsite info.
Camping inside national parks is a
real highlight of USA and Canada
motorhome holidays but they fill
up quickly, especially during the
summer, at the weekends and
on public holidays. Some sites
are first come, first served while
others can be booked in advance.
For popular destinations like
Yosemite (p52) or Banff (p114),
think about when you want to be
there, book your spot and work
your holiday around that.

Wyoming

SEE NORTH AMERICA BY MOTORHOME ON OUR:
USA self-drives p64
Canada self-drives p128
California
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Motorhomes

USA & CANADA

OUR FAVOURITE USA & CANADA MOTORHOME DESTINATIONS

Call 01306 747000 | www.kuoni.co.uk

C ALIFORNIA

UTAH & ARIZONA

THE C ANADIAN ROCKIES

We love travelling down
California’s State Route 1 in
a motorhome and stopping in
a coastal campsite in time for
dinner and one of those classic
Pacific sunsets.

Hop from national park to
tribal park as you tour Utah
and northern Arizona’s redrock country. Our unmissable
night stop is the campsite next
to The View hotel which looks
out over Monument Valley.

Even in a motorhome you’ll
feel dwarfed by the mountain
peaks in Jasper and Banff
National Parks. They have
some of the most picturesque
campsites – head to Lake
Louise for a prime spot.

kuoni.co.uk/california

kuoni.co.uk/utahandarizona

kuoni.co.uk/canadianrockies
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‘Quaint inns, rolling hills that shine
a hundred shades of orange and
sentinel lighthouses – New England
has an unrivalled charm and beauty’
– Sean Kennedy, USA expert at Kuoni at John Lewis Birmingham
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Call 01306 747000 | www.kuoni.co.uk
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USA What to do

THE BEST THINGS TO DO IN THE USA
1

2

4

5
Caption
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What to do

USA

There are so many amazing adventures you can have in the USA. We can help you create trips
that are all about the great outdoors, hip cities, or coastal drives; tell you where to find the best
dine-local destinations; or set you off on a journey through history in the eastern states.

3

1. VISIT NATIONAL PARKS

4. EAT AND DRINK LOCAL

The USA’s national parks are
up there with the best in the
world. They protect millions of
acres of natural wonders from
sandstone arches and river-cut
ravines to bubbling mud pots and
fiery volcanoes. Reflect on the
power of nature as you look out
over the Grand Canyon, see how
ocean shapes land in Acadia and
stand in the shadow of giants in
Sequoia. Big park or small, mustvisit or hidden gem, there are
so many incredible landscapes.
Read more on pages 52-55.

Farm-to-table food and on-thespot brewed beers are having
their moment in the USA. It’s
all about produce that’s grown
a metaphorical stone’s throw
away and sourced directly from
the farmer, fisherman, brewer
or vintner. There are farmers’
markets where you can rub
shoulders with top city chefs as
they stock up for that evening’s
sittings, and hipster taprooms
where you can toast your trip.
Make the most of this movement
and head to Portland, Oregon
(p50), heart of the farm-to-fork
world and craft beer capital.

2. L IVE LIKE A LOCAL IN
THE CIT Y

6

Call 01306 747000 | www.kuoni.co.uk

The United States is full of ultracool urban areas, from entire
cities like Portland in Oregon
to single neighbourhoods like
Brooklyn’s Williamsburg. It’s
all about living like a local:
finding that much-talked-about
coffee joint, the best street food
stall and those up-and-coming
creative spaces and statement
street art. We love exploring
Wynwood – Miami’s hip arts
district (p26) – and Denver, a
city where the Old West has
become chic again (p42).

5. CATCH A LIVE SHOW
If you’re heading to a big city,
it’s worth checking a ‘what’s on’
listing before you go. Chances
are, there’ll be headliner
concerts or sporting events with
tickets available, especially in
Boston (p16), New York (p14)
and Las Vegas (p34). Then
there are those unplanned
visits to live music joints along
Nashville’s Music Row or Beale
Street in Memphis (p24) where
you could catch a singer on the
brink of stardom.

3. D
 RIVE THE COAST IN A
CONVERTIBLE

6. R
 ELIVE THE BIRTH OF
A NATION

The Pacific Coast Highway (p46)
is a driver’s dream. Wind your
way around hillside-hugging
roads and stop every few miles to
check out the views of a waterfall
that pours down on to the beach,
sand dunes and sea stacks.
With the sun beaming down
and the fresh on-shore breeze,
convertibles were made for road
trips like this.

2020 is a historic milestone for
the USA: it marks 400 years
since the Mayflower landed
in the New World. It’s a great
time to follow in the footsteps
of Pilgrim Fathers in Plymouth,
Massachusetts (p16); explore
the first English settlement in
Jamestown, Virginia (p20); or
jump ahead about 150 years to
the American Revolution as you
follow Boston’s Freedom Trail.
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USA

N e w Yo r k

NEW YORK CIT Y:
THE USA’S URBAN
WONDERLAND
‘ The cit y t hat never sleeps’ is more t han just light s,
shopping and sk yscrapers – N YC ha s a dif ferent
f lavour whenever you v isit.

Everyone knows about New
York’s glitz and glamour, from
the iconic skyline to the neon
screens and rumble of yellow
taxis. In reality, this city is an
ever-evolving mix of hedonistic
and hipster – even if you’ve
been before, there’s always
good reason to go back. See
all the main sights but don’t
be afraid to branch out into
the less touristy areas, full
of local people and authentic
experiences which show
another side to the Big Apple.
TIMES SQUARE & MIDTOWN
First time in New York? Times
Square should be on your list. It’s
an easy walk to Central Park and
home to the buzzing Broadway
Theatre District. Just remember,
this is an area which attracts
millions of visitors each year so
you may prefer just to spend
half a day here at most. Midtown
Manhattan is home to plenty
of other icons like the Empire
State Building, Chrysler Building
and Rockefeller Center – the
subway and taxis are there if you
need them, but it’s surprisingly
walkable.
NEIGHBOURHOODS OF
MANHAT TAN
For a less clichéd stay in New
York, we recommend checking out
some of Manhattan’s less obvious

spots. SoHo is known for its castiron buildings and the Dominique
Ansel Bakery where the Cronut
was invented. Pass low-rise redbrick apartment blocks in Chelsea
and hop from music venues to
cocktail loungers in East Village.
Go for drinks in the Meatpacking
District, which has traded its
slaughterhouse origins for clubs
and restaurants. The best way to
see these places is on foot – take
a Soho-Little Italy-Chinatown
walking tour and make time for
walking the High Line, a mile-anda-half-long park trail on the West
Side of Manhattan with lovely
views over the high-rises.

Central Park

High Line

WILLIAMSBURG, BROOKLYN
Brooklyn has more of a residential
vibe and Williamsburg is a
superb neighbourhood which we
love exploring. People tend to
commute from here to Manhattan,
leaving pretty brown-stone
buildings and corners adorned
with street art free to explore.
Visit Brooklyn Brewery and head
to the waterfront for seasonal
outdoor concerts and food
markets, plus great views across
the East River. Williamsburg is
still really accessible – Bedford
Station on the L line cuts straight
across the water onto 14th Street
in Manhattan.
kuoni.co.uk/newyork

Bo Kaap

Bo Kaap
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N e w Yo r k

USA

OUR FAVOURITE
THINGS TO DO
Our must-do ex per iences
around New York
TAKE IN KE Y HIGHLIGHT S WITH
THE SIGHTSEEING PASS
The Sightseeing Pass includes everything
from hop-on hop-off buses to museums, and
access to the One World Observatory in Lower
Manhattan – ascend to the 102nd floor for
amazing 360-degree city views.
TAKE A WALK ALONG
THE BROOKLYN BRIDGE
Crossing this iconic bridge which spans the
East River between Manhattan and Brooklyn
is wonderful – take photos of the Manhattan
skyline backdrop as you walk.
ENJOY A NIGHT OUT WATCHING
A BROADWAY SHOW
The endless energy of the Theatre District is
infectious and you can always find something
to see here, from Disney-film-turned-stageshows and muscials to dramas and comedies.
WHERE TO STAY
New York City’s hotels are as eclectic as its boroughs
and neighbourhoods

CROWNE PL A Z A TIMES SQUARE
BEST FOR: QUINTESSENTIAL
NEW YORK BUZZ

THE STANDARD, E A ST VILL AGE
BEST FOR: AUTHENTIC
NEIGHBOURHOOD VIBES

Right on Times Square above
Broadway’s bright lights. You won’t
find a more central hotel.

By the Bowery and near Soho and
Union Square, this characterful
hotel has superb views over
Manhattan from its 21-storey
tower.

THE WARWICK, MIDTOWN
BEST FOR: HOLLY WOOD ST YLE GL AMOUR
A historic hotel just a few blocks
from Central Park and Fifth
Avenue – previous guests include
Audrey Hepburn, Elvis and The
Beatles.
DRE AM DOWNTOWN, CHELSE A
BEST FOR: ACCESS TO THE
HIGH LINE
The former National Maritime
Union headquarters has an ocean
liner-inspired frontage dotted with
porthole windows.

Call 01306 747000 | www.kuoni.co.uk

THE WILLIAM VALE,
WILLIAMSBURG, BROOKLYN
BEST FOR: INCREDIBLE
ROOFTOP VIEWS

LIVE LIKE A LOC AL IN
ONE OF NYC’S NEIGHBOURHOODS
Swap manic Midtown for quieter New York
neighbourhoods – try traditional pizzerias,
bakeries and noodle bars in hippy East Village,
an increasingly popular spot for leisurely
brunches.
BROWSE THE NE W URBAN JUNGLE OF
HUDSON YARDS
This huge ongoing project on the West Side
of Manhattan will be America’s largest ever
real estate development – visit the mall,
restaurants run by celebrity chefs and The
Vessel, a honeycomb-shaped structure with
interconnecting flights of stairs near the
northern end of The High Line.

Near the waterfront in cool
Williamsburg, this hotel has a pool
deck and glass-fronted rooftop bar
with 360-degree skyline views.
See our full range of New York
accommodation at:

HOW TO SE E NE W YOR K
This suggested itinerary includesf New York and
can be tailored to include the accommodation

kuoni.co.uk/newyork/hotels

and experiences of your choice:
East Coast Highlights by Rail p62
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USA

Boston & New England

NEW ENGLAND:
THE BIRTHPLACE
OF A NATION
See New England ’s f ier y foliage, but don’t linger
too long – t here are water f ront gems, lesser-strol led
beaches and rol ling mount ains to ex plore.

The kaleidoscope of autumnal
colours is a pretty good
reason to visit Boston and
New England, but this eastern
corner of the USA is so much
more than leaf-peeping. This is
the historic and cultural heart
of America, from the heritage
of red-brick Boston to the chic
coastal charm of Maine and
Connecticut. Get ready for
fabulous natural landscapes
and some of the best seafood
you’ll ever taste.
BOSTON
Massachusetts’s largest city is
steeped in history. It was founded
by English Puritans in 1630 and
would later be the birthplace of
the American Revolution. The
Boston Freedom Trail is a great
place to start – this two-and-ahalf-mile route through downtown
Boston and Charlestown takes you
past 16 historic sites including
churches and museums. Boston is
also surprisingly compact – stroll
around its pretty parks at your
own pace, like the 50-acre Boston
Common where Martin Luther
King Jr. gave one of his most
compelling speeches.
TOURING NEW ENGL AND
Much of New England is just
two hours’ drive from Boston,
so you can see a lot from here
in a short amount of time. Cape

Cod is where Massachusetts
meets the Atlantic – think of it
as a swish seaside summer camp
with charming towns, sandy
beaches and shallow waters. Hop
on the ferry over to Martha’s
Vineyard, an exclusive island with
enchanting cottages. Looking
to explore further? Head to the
super-soft lighthouse-dotted
sands of Connecticut or the
Vanderbilt mansions of sailing
capital, Rhode Island. For the
best road trip views, drive the
American Scenic Byways through
New Hampshire and Maine – the
Acadia All-American Road is
particularly spectacular.

Beacon Hill, Boston

THE MAYFLOWER
2020 marks the 400th
anniversary of the arrival of
the Mayflower into Plymouth,
Massachusetts – this ship
carried the first English Puritans
(known today as the Pilgrims)
from Plymouth, England, to the
New World. Following extensive
renovation in Mystic, a quaint
seaport town in Connecticut, the
replica ship, the Mayflower II
will take to the seas to lead the
celebrations before returning to
Plymouth. Expect festive vibes
throughout New England this year.

Martha’s Vineyard

kuoni.co.uk/newengland
Bo Kaap

Bo Kaap

16

In store | Selected John Lewis & Par tners | In travel agents

Boston & New England

USA

OUR FAVOURITE
THINGS TO DO
Our must-do ex per iences
around Boston & New England
GO TO A BALL GAME AT
FENWAY PARK
Boston is sport obsessed – throughout the
summer you can catch plenty of baseball
games at Fenway Park, home to the Boston
Red Sox, the 2018 World Series champions.
TUCK INTO SOME
NEW ENGL AND SEAFOOD
The food here is amazing, with everything
from freshly caught scallops and flaky cod to
clam chowder and cheap lobster. Stop off at
seafood shacks and visit Boston’s Union Oyster
House, one of the oldest restaurants in the
USA which has been open since 1826.
HE AD TO THE COA ST FOR
WHALE WATCHING

WHERE TO STAY
Full-of-character boutiques and luxury city retreats, New England
accomodation is part of the region’s charm

FALMOUTH INN ON THE
SQUARE, C APE COD,
MA SSACHUSE T T S
BEST FOR: QUINTESSENTIAL
CAPE COD CHARM
A boutique hotel in downtown
Falmouth, near the Cape’s beaches
and Martha’s Vineyard ferries.
THE PORCHES AT MA SS MOC A ,
BERK SHIRES, MA SSACHUSE T TS
BEST FOR: ACCESS TO MASS
MOCA
A quirky North Adams hotel in six
restored Victorian houses (p18).
OMNI MOUNT WA SHINGTON,
NE W HAMPSHIRE
BEST FOR: INCREDIBLE
MOUNTAIN BACKDROPS
This grand hotel has been a
favourite with celebrities for over
a century (read more on p30).

Call 01306 747000 | www.kuoni.co.uk

BLUENOSE INN - A BAR
HARBOR HOTEL, MAINE
BEST FOR: AN ACADIA
NATIONAL PARK BASE
Originally a summer estate, this
laid-back hotel on Maine’s Mount
Desert Island is near Bar Harbor
village, with lovely views over
Frenchman’s Bay.
FAIRMONT COPLE Y PL A Z A ,
BOSTON, MA SSACHUSE T T S
BEST FOR: BEING AT THE
HEART OF BOSTON
This best-selling hotel has an
excellent location in Boston’s
historic Back Bay neighbourhood,
right on Copley Square.
See our full range of Boston & New
England accommodation at:
kuoni.co.uk/
bostonandnewengland/hotels

New England is one of the best places in the
world to spot whales, sometimes even from
the shore. Whales can be seen from May to
October and cruises depart from lots of coastal
places like Cape Cod, Boston, Gloucester,
Kennebunkport, Portland and Bar Harbor.
CLIMB ABOARD THE
MOUNT WASHINGTON COG R AILWAY
Soak up sweeping countryside views from the
world’s first mountain-climbing cog railway,
featured in Michael Portillo’s Great American
Railroad Journeys series.
C ATCH AUTUMN COLOUR S A S YOU GO
LEAF-PEEPING
Capture the changing colours of the leaves in
all their glory along New England’s winding
roads, with shades ranging from russet-red to
bronzy-brown – no filter needed.

HOW TO SEE BOSTON & NEW ENGLAND
These suggested itineraries feature New England
and can be tailored to include the experiences
and accommodation of your choice:
Best of New England Self-Drive p64
Massachusetts Whale Trail Self-Drive p66
Discover New England Self-Drive p68

17

USA

New England inns

Enhance your
New England
self-drive with
a stay at one or
more of these
hotels p68

The Vanderbilt

Chatham Barrs Inn
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New England inns

USA

CHARACTER INNS
OF NEW ENGLAND
Not hing add s a drop of ex tra char m to your New
England holiday t han st ay ing in a cosy sea f ront inn
or histor ic tow n house. We’ve picked our favour ite
spot s a long t he coa st and up in t he hi l ls.

A GILDED AGE MANSION

MAINE’S L ANDMARK INN

WHERE? The Vanderbilt,
Newport, Rhode Island

WHERE? White Barn Inn,
Kennebunkport, Maine

As you pass between the whitewashed pillars of The Vanderbilt’s
grand porch, you’ll be following in
the footsteps of one of America’s
most famous families. But rather
than being a stuffy time capsule,
the interiors are light, bright
and surpisingly modern, with
thoughtful nods to the building’s
heritage.

With its historic white barn and
weatherboard-clad cottage, this
boutique hotel is everything
you could have imagined when
dreaming about your New England
holiday. It’s hard to pick the best
thing about the inn: the ‘Maine’s
best’ list-topping spa and the
award-winning restaurant are
both in the running.

CAPE COD BEACH CHIC

QUIRK Y DESIGN IN THE
BERKSHIRES

WHERE? Chatham Bars Inn,
Cape Cod, Massachusetts
Chatham is the epitome of a
quaint but upscale seaside
settlement and this quintessential
Cape Cod inn is the place to stay
while you’re in town. We love the
waterfront setting of its al fresco
restaurant, The Beach House;
you’ll have uninterrupted views of
the yacht-dotted cove as you join
one of the summer clambakes.
After lunch, you can head straight
for the beach where there are
gazebos, fire pits and sun beds.

WHERE? The Porches Inn at
MASS MoCA, Massachusetts
A former industrial town might
not scream Northeastern charm,
but the town of North Adams
throws up a couple of surprises:
it’s the setting of the largest
contemporary art museum in
the country and it gives you easy
access to the beautiful Berkshire
Hills. The inn itself – which is
set just across the road from the
museum – combines Victorian
architecture and an eccentric
granny’s house-meets-cool-andquirky interior design.
Enhance your New England
self-drive (p64-69) with a
stay at one or more of these
character-packed hotels.

White Barn Inn

Call 01306 747000 | www.kuoni.co.uk
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Capital Region

MONUMENTS &
HERITAGE IN THE
CAPITAL REGION
Work your way t hrough epic politica l histor y
and Smit hsonian Museums before spect ac u lar
photo stops.

For a relatively small pocket
of an enormous country, the
Capital Region packs a mighty
punch. One day you could be
passing under a canopy of
spring cherry blossom on your
way to see the Declaration
of Independence, the next,
retracing the rich colonial roots
of Virginia or raising a glass
in cool waterside hangouts in
Maryland.
WASHINGTON D.C.
The USA’s capital is full of
history, and many of the iconic
monuments are within the
National Mall. Walk up to the
Lincoln Memorial which has
great views over the reflecting
pool and 169-metre Washington
Monument. Stroll north and you’ll
arrive at the White House, or head
east for the Capitol Building. The
city is also young and energetic
– hop on the free shuttle to cool
waterfront spots like The Wharf
for amazing bars and music
venues. We recommend buying
The Sightseeing Pass in D.C. as
it includes tours and hop-on/off
buses, but it’s easy to get around
on your own – hire bicycles, use
the metro or just walk.
VIRGINIA
On the Virginia Peninsula you’ll
find the Historic Triangle, home
to a trio of fascinating colonial

communities: Williamsburg,
Jamestown and Yorktown.
Jamestown was the first
permanent English settlement in
the Americas and Yorktown has
the American Revolution Museum,
but Colonial Williamsburg is
our favourite spot. Experience
18th-Century life as you watch
historical re-enactors and browse
restored buildings, from sheds
to smokehouses and taverns to
art museums. For a more modern
Virginia experience, go to the
state capital, Richmond where
there’s plenty of craft breweries,
or discover Charlottesville’s
local wineries at the foot of the
stunning Blue Ridge Mountains.
BALTIMORE & MARYL AND
For a taste of Maryland, Baltimore
is a good place to start. You can
see the historic seaport of Inner
Harbor and pop over the water
to the star-shaped Fort McHenry,
where American forces defended
a British attack in the War of
1812. Fells Point is a trendy
waterfront neighbourhood with
top independent restaurants.
Head further inland to see the
Great Falls, a series of rapids
between Montgomery County,
Maryland and Fairfax County,
Virginia.
kuoni.co.uk/capitalregion

Colonial Williamsburg, Virginia

Bo Kaap

Bo KaapMemorial, Washington D.C.
Lincoln
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Capital Region

USA

OUR FAVOURITE
THINGS TO DO
Our must-do ex per iences
around t he Capit a l Reg ion
VISIT SOME OF D.C .’S
SMITHSONIAN MUSEUMS
Washington D.C. has 17 Smithsonian Museums
and they’re all free to visit. Head to the
Portrait Gallery, the National Museum of
African American History and Culture or the
National Air and Space Museum, which houses
the Apollo 11 re-entry capsule.
SPEND AN E VENING E XPLORING
WASHINGTON D.C.’S MONUMENTS
They look particularly pretty at night – there’s
a bus tour included in The Sightseeing Pass
that whizzes you round them once the sun
goes down.
HE AD FROM D.C . TO ALE X ANDRIA ON
THE WATER TA XI
Washington Monument

WHERE TO STAY
The Capital Region is dotted with well-placed city hotels, luxury
retreats and country resorts

FAIRMONT WA SHINGTON D.C .
BEST FOR: A QUIET LUXE
RETREAT
Escape the crowds in this
sophisticated Georgetown hotel.
INTERCONTINENTAL
WA SHINGTON D.C . –
THE WHARF
BEST FOR: CHIC WATERFRONT
ST YLE
Soak up views over the Potomac
River from the rooftop pool of this
new waterfront hotel.
THE C APITAL HILTON,
WA SHINGTON D.C .
BEST FOR: A BASE FOR
EXPLORING D.C.
This hotel is just a couple of blocks
from the White House and close to
lots of city restaurants.

Call 01306 747000 | www.kuoni.co.uk

OMNI CHARLOT TESVILLE
HOTEL
BEST FOR: ACCESS TO
VIRGINIA’S COUNTRYSIDE
This friendly hotel on the historic
Downtown Mall streets is only four
miles from Monticello, Thomas
Jefferson’s famous estate.
KINGSMILL RESORT,
WILLIAMSBURG
BEST FOR: SCENIC COUNTRY
CLUB VIBES
Enjoy great golf facilities and
lovely river views over James
River. There’s a seasonal marina
where you can hire a pontoon
boat, kayak or paddleboard.
See our full range of Capital Region
accommodation at:
kuoni.co.uk/capitalregion/
hotels

This new service takes you from The Wharf
or Georgetown down the Potomac River.
It’s only a 25-minute ride to Alexandria,
Virginia. Wander around the Old Town, where
cobblestone sidewalks are lined with 18th- to
19th-Century buildings.
E XPERIENCE VIRGINIA’S FAMOUS
SK YLINE DRIVE
This 105-mile road runs the whole length of
the Shenandoah National Park in the Blue
Ridge Mountains. Lap up incredible views from
the mountain ridges, and stop along the way to
explore over 500 miles of hiking trails.
ENJOY A C ANDLELIT DINNER AT A
COLONIAL WILLIAMSBURG TAVERN
Step back in time over a meal of pie and ale
– this is a really authentic experience which
makes you feel like you’ve stepped into a
historical period drama.

H O W T O S E E T H E C A P I TA L R E G I O N
These suggested itineraries take in the sights of
the USA Capital Region and can be tailored to
include the accommodation and experiences of
your choice:
East Coast Highlights By Rail p62
Capital Region Self-Drive p70
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Georgia & The Carolinas

A STEP BACK IN
TIME: GEORGIA &
THE CAROLINAS
Head to t he hear t of t he Deep Sout h for antebel lum
char m, st unning architect ure and leng t hy At lantic
Ocean beaches.

It may sound clichéd, but
Georgia and The Carolinas are
a bit of a time warp. Beyond
the sleek Atlanta skyline you’ll
find rich American history,
from willow-lined pathways in
Savannah to Civil War battle
sites in Charleston. Famous
films like Dirty Dancing and
Forrest Gump have all been
filmed in this corner of the
USA, and no wonder – it’s full
of leafy retreats, incredible
Georgian architecture and
cobblestone streets.
GEORGIA
Discover the glittering state
capital, Atlanta and its distinct
skyscraper districts. Downtown
has City Hall, the World of CocaCola and the Centennial Olympic
Park, the setting of the 1996
summer games. Head to Midtown
for picturesque Piedmont Park,
or hit the bars in the upscale
Buckhead area. Spend some time
in romantic Savannah, known
for its Gothic architecture, old
plantations and oak-shaded parks.
We love the city’s flourishing artsy
side – you can browse galleries in
the 18th-Century City Market and
check out the Savannah College of
Art and Design.
SOUTH CAROLINA
On a peninsula formed by the
Ashley and Cooper Rivers there’s

Charleston, South Carolina’s
oldest city. It has beautiful chalkycoloured antebellum mansions
and pastel houses with elegant
shutters and wide porches. Pass
pretty pink azaleas and camellias
at Magnolia Plantation and
Gardens, and cross the water to
Fort Sumter where two Civil War
battles were fought. The state
has a lovely sunny coastline, too.
Head just south of Charleston to
low-key Folly Beach, upmarket
Sullivan’s Island or the Isle of
Palms. Myrtle Beach is on the
Grand Strand – a 60-mile stretch
of sandy beaches, and has a
boardwalk lined with stalls and
places to grab a snack.

Savannah

Great Smoky Mountains National Park

NORTH CAROLINA
Pop to Asheville, a city tucked up
in the Blue Ridge Mountains with
a great mix of art, architecture
and scenery. Explore one of the
many state parks like Fort Macon,
a great place for ocean-view
hikes; visit the beautiful Spanish
Baroque-style Basilica of Saint
Lawrence; and wander around
the River Arts District, a hub of
galleries and museums where
former factory buildings are now
artists’ studios. From here it’s
only an hour’s drive up to Great
Smoky Mountains National Park.
kuoni.co.uk/
georgiaandthecarolinas

Bo Kaap

Rainbow
Bo Kaap Row, Charleston
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Georgia & The Carolinas

USA

OUR FAVOURITE
THINGS TO DO
Our must-do ex per iences
around Georg ia & The Carolina s
SEE A COUNTRYSIDE C A STLE AT
THE BILTMORE ESTATE
This vast North Carolina estate houses
the 19th-Century French Renaissancestyle château built by the Vanderbilts.
The architecture is superb, and it’s just a
10-minute drive from Asheville.
SOAK UP ANTEBELLUM HISTORY ON A
WALKING TOUR OF CHARLESTON
Explore one of America’s most historic cities
on foot, passing the French Quarter and
Rainbow Row on East Bay Street – this series
of 13 colourful Georgian Row houses is a top
Instagram spot.
TRY AUTHENTIC SOUTHERN CUISINE AT
THE OLDE PINK HOUSE
Head to this Savannah restaurant for a superb
dining experience. Enjoy delicious sandwiches
for lunch or exquisite buffalo shrimp for
dinner, before a drink at the Arches Bar.

WHERE TO STAY
Georgia and The Carolinas have luxury oceanfront resorts, charming
city boltholes and centrally located hotels

FIND A QUIE T SPOT ON
THE BEACHES OF HILTON HEAD

BELMOND CHARLESTON PL ACE
BEST FOR: A LUXE CIT Y STAY

Hilton Head is around 50 minutes’ drive from
Savannah and was named the ‘Top island in
the US’ by Condé Nast Traveler – choose from
over 12 miles of soft sand.

This well-known red-brick hotel
has vintage rooms and a lobby
with a grand split staircase.
THE KIMP TON BRICE HOTEL,
SAVANNAH
BEST FOR: A ST YLISH
RIVERFRONT RETREAT
Unwind in the charming courtyard
pool after a day of exploring River
Street’s shops and restaurants.
OMNI HILTON HE AD
OCE ANFRONT
BEST FOR: L AID -BACK
SEASIDE VIBES
Relax just steps from South
Carolina’s soft sands at this
hotel which has three pools, an
indulgent spa and beachside
Jacuzzis.

Call 01306 747000 | www.kuoni.co.uk

HOTEL INDIGO ATL ANTA
MIDTOWN
BEST FOR: A BASE FOR
EXPLORING ATL ANTA
Highlights here include the chic
bar and excellent central location
– stroll to nearby restaurants and
drive over to Piedmont Park.
HILTON MYRTLE BE ACH
RESORT, SOUTH C AROLINA
BEST FOR: A REL A XING
SEASIDE STAY
This high-rise hotel is at the north
end of Myrtle Beach. The long
golden sands make it a great
family-friendly option.
See our full range of Georgia & the
Carolinas accommodation at:
kuoni.co.uk/
georgiaandthecarolinas/hotels

DRIVE PART OF THE FAMOUS
BLUE RIDGE PARK WAY
This scenic All-American Road ribbons through
Virginia and North Carolina, and is one of the
most loved drives in the USA. Stop along the
way for a picnic with breathtaking views.

HOW TO SEE GEORGIA & THE
CAROLINAS
This suggested itinerary takes in the sights of
Georgia and The Carolinas and can be tailored to
include the accommodation and experiences of
your choice:
Georgia & The Carolinas Self-Drive p74
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The Deep South

THE CALL OF THE

DEEP SOUTH

Jig and jive in sou l-stir r ing tow ns on t he u ltimate moder nday musica l pi lg r image in t he Deep Sout h.

Swing by bars streaked with
neon lights and fill up on the
heartiest American food made
with love in the Deep South.
This corner of the USA is
tumbled through with warmth
and familiarity – from the
genre-defining guitar riffs that
were born here to the headturning southern drawl.
THE MUSIC
Some of the biggest names past
and present have laid down their
roots in the Deep South. Nashville
recording studios have hosted
everyone from Aretha Franklin
to the Arctic Monkeys, and there
are places that are famous just
for being graced by Elvis, King of
Rock ‘n’ Roll – like his birthplaceturned-museum in Tupelo, and his
time-capsule mansion, Graceland,
in Memphis. There’s a universal
level of respect for every form
of music around these parts that
you won’t find anywhere else, and
Nashville is the rhythmic heart of
it all. Country music is big here
– just roll into one of the honky
tonks and you’ll hear the tell-tale
twang – but Nashville has ties
across genres like rock, pop and
gospel too. Jazz is best served big
and bold like it is in New Orleans,
the brassy Big Easy where the
party atmosphere escalates every
year with Mardi Gras, one of the
biggest street parties in the world.

THE FOOD
Leaving the table hungry is
unheard of round here. Just a
spoon of creamy grits (a Native
American porridge-like cornmeal
dish) or a forkful of spicy Cajun
flavour brings you into the foodloving fold, and each stop has
something famously delicious
to look forward to. It’s only
respectful to eat everything
presented in front of you, whether
it’s rich gumbo in New Orleans,
a rack of Tennessee-style ribs or
gravy with biscuits (the savoury
relative to our scones). If you like
your food and drink with a side of
history, head to the TABASCOTM
factory on Avery Island in
Louisiana or sip smooth whiskey
on a tour of the Jack Daniel’s
distillery in Lynchburg, Tennessee.
Beale Street, Memphis

THE HISTORY
The southern states have had
major roles in American history.
Regal antebellum houses across
the Deep South are now open
as museums where you can
learn about the part they had in
the Civil War. In Memphis, the
National Civil Rights Museum
– which marks the spot where
Martin Luther King Jr. was
assassinated – should definitely
be factored into your itinerary for
an eye-opening insight into the
revolutionary movement.

SEE THE DEEP SOUTH ON OUR:
Music Roots of the Deep South Self-Drive p76

French Quarter, New Orleans

24

In store | Selected John Lewis & Par tners | In travel agents

The Deep South

USA

OUR FAVOURITE HOTELS IN THE DEEP SOUTH

THE THOMPSON HOTEL,
NA SHVILLE
This sleek boutique-style
hotel in the upscale Gulch
neighbourhood captures a
country-cool feel, complete
with a miniature in-room
Marshall amp.
kuoni.co.uk/
thethompsonhotel

Call 01306 747000 | www.kuoni.co.uk

THE PE ABODY MEMPHIS

HOTEL MONTELEONE,
NE W ORLE ANS

Stay at a grand institution
where resident ducks waddle
through the lobby every day
and take the lift up to their
private penthouse.

A fancy French façade and a
carousel-themed bar give this
vintage hotel a big helping of
whimsical flair.

kuoni.co.uk/
thepeabodymemphis

kuoni.co.uk/
hotelmonteleone
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Florida: The Sunshine State

Paradise Beach, Fort Lauderdale

FLORIDA: THE
SUNSHINE STATE
Flor ida is pa lm-spangled beaches, sunshine
a lmost ever y day and t heme park s dusted in g iddy
chi ld hood nost a lg ia.

Week-long parties in Miami
and fun family expeditions to
Orlando’s theme parks only
scratch the surface – there are
more ways to experience sunny
Florida than you might think.
MIAMI
Beyond its beach parties and
SoulCycling (this is where
the spinning-but-more class
originated), there are cool
neighbourhoods that keep
traditions alive away from home
and a healthy dose of arty
alternatives to the favourite
pastime of glamorous lingering
on the beach. With The Miami
Sightseeing Pass, you can hop on
and off buses to get your bearings
and take walking tours around
culture-packed hangouts like
Little Havana or South Beach’s Art
Deco neighbourhood.
ORL ANDO
For many, Orlando is Florida. And
understandably, considering the
tens of millions that The Walt
Disney World Resort brings to the
state every year. Grown-ups come
to relive their childhood dreams
and/or to be in the running for
the Parent of the Year Award
and family travel is impressively
smooth thanks to self-catering
apartments, shuttle services and
well-connected flights. It’s getting
easier to do it car-free too with
Ubers and regular shuttles, which
is all the more reason to loop
Orlando into a state-wide holiday.

We can even book you theme park
hotels and holiday villas, plus
tickets and passes for all theme
parks and the Kennedy Space
Center Visitor Complex.
FLORIDA KEYS, GULF COAST
AND MORE
A road trip in Florida means
you’ll get further – and see more
– than most do in a two-week
holiday. You’ll stumble into towns
that might entice you into early
retirement, like many former
tourists have because of the
easygoing vibe and feel-good
weather. The Gulf Coast has reams
of dazzling beaches that could
fool you into thinking you were
in the Caribbean and there’s a
bumper pack of scenic byways/
highways to make the journeys
rival the destinations themselves.
If you have the time, include a
trip to the gator-filled Everglades;
drive across the Florida Keys
all the way to Key West for the
extravagant sunsets; and maybe
stop in St. Pete to see the second
biggest Salvador Dali collection.

Art Deco in Miami

WHEN TO VISIT
Florida has a sub-tropical, humid
climate with hot weather all year
round. Go between December and
April to miss the thunderstorms
– but be prepared for sizzling
conditions – or gamble with the
rain between May and November
(when you’ll always dry off fairly
quickly anyway).

Bo Kaap

kuoni.co.uk/florida
Royal
Palm South Beach
Bo Kaap
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Florida: The Sunshine State

USA

OUR FAVOURITE
THINGS TO DO
Our must-do ex per iences in and
around Flor ida
GE T A TA STE OF CUBA IN
MIAMI’S LIT TLE HAVANA
Energise with empanadas and a syrupy-sweet
punch of Cuban coffee before swinging by a
farmers’ market, meeting a local art collector
and visiting a cigar factory on a walking tour of
Miami’s Cuban neighbourhood.
GO FOR AN OVERWATER DRIVE
IN THE FLORIDA KEYS
Glide over sea-green ripples on the iconic
Seven Mile Bridge, a just-under-seven-mile
concrete stretch that joins up the Florida Keys.
Driving down it takes you tantalisingly close to
the water and you might even spot turtles.
FIND A SECRE T C ARIBBE AN-ST YLE BE ACH
ON THE GULF COAST

W H E R E T O S TAY
These are some of our favourite hotels across the Sunshine State,
for Miami beach breaks and family holidays in Orlando.

FONTAINEBLE AU MIAMI BE ACH
BEST FOR: SOUTH BEACH
HISTORY

to and from Walt Disney World
Resort.

Dress to the nines at this living
Hollywood film set that’s seen the
likes of Frank Sinatra and Sean
Connery as James Bond drop by.

THE INN ON FIF TH
BEST FOR: RIGHT IN THE
NAPLES ACTION

ROYAL PALM SOUTH BE ACH
BEST FOR: RIGHT IN THE
MIAMI ACTION
This colourful, boutique-feel hotel
has the best South Beach location,
right by Lincoln Road and its bars,
boutiques and restaurants.
THE GROVE RESORT ORL ANDO
BEST FOR: ALL- OUT
FAMILY FUN
A playground resort with water
slides, a FlowRider ® wave
simulator, glow-in-the-dark mini
golf and complimentary shuttles

Call 01306 747000 | www.kuoni.co.uk

This chic monochrome hotel is
right at the city centre, in walking
distance of Naples’ best high-end
shopping and restaurants.
OCE AN KE Y RESORT, KE Y WEST
BEST FOR: SUNSET VIEWS
Get amazing sea and sunset views
at this bright resort overlooking
Key West’s Mallory Square. It’s also
a great base to add on to a cruise.
See our full range of Florida
accommodation at:
kuoni.co.uk/florida/hotels

Some of Florida’s beaches can get very busy
but the Gulf Coast also dishes out some
gorgeously quiet bays. Caladesi Island State
Park, Madeira Beach and Navarre Beach
are a few of our favourites – and sticking to
weekdays or offseason pays off, too.
TAKE YOUR HOLIDAY TO THE NE X T LE VEL
AT UNIVERSAL ORL ANDO RESORT
With three amazing theme parks – Universal
Studios Florida, Universal’s Islands of
Adventure, and Universal’s Volcano Bay water
theme park – spectacular hotels and more,
it’s days and nights of endless fun for every
member of the family.
BA SK IN AIR-CONDITIONED BLISS
IN FLORIDA’S MALLS
Florida has a lot of malls (only California has
more). You’ll be spoilt for big brands and
outlets in Miami, Orlando and Tampa.

HOW TO SEE FLORIDA
This suggested itinerary includes many of
Florida’s biggest attractions and can be tailored
to include the accommodation and experiences
of your choice:
South Florida Explorer Self-Drive p72

27

USA

East Coast drives

Drive the Blue
R idge Park way
on our Georgia
and The
Carolinas SelfDrive p74

Blue Ridge Parkway by the Great Smoky Mountains National Park

Head over
water on our
South Florida
Explorer
Self-Drive
p72

Florida Keys
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East Coast drives

USA

ON THE ALLAMERICAN ROAD:
EAST COAST DRIVES
Brace yourself for heady mount ain height s or t a ke
it island-ea sy dow n in t he tropics – t he Ea st Coa st ’s
best dr ives have var iet y on it s side.

OVER MIST Y MOUNTAINS

HAIR-R AISING HEIGHTS

WHERE? Blue Ridge Parkway,
Virginia and North Carolina

WHERE? Mount Washington
Auto Road, New Hampshire

This drive is one of the original
American classics. It’s versatile
enough for all seasons, with hazy
greens that turn into autumnal
ambers, culminating in a snowsprinkled wonderland between
the Shenandoah and Great Smoky
Mountains National Parks. It’s so
well loved because the views just
keep coming. Hit the Blue Ridge
Parkway on our George & The
Carolinas Self-Drive p74

You’ll be glad this road is only
over seven miles long – it’s
like climbing up your own
rollercoaster ride, occasionally
with the added test of driving
through cloud plumes. This one
demands high concentration
levels, so you’ll have to steal
glimpses of the greened-over
ski slopes as you’re squeezing
past oncoming cars and sheer,
spine-tingling drops. Take on the
Mount Washington Auto Road
on our Best of New England
p64 and Discover New England
p68 Self-Drives

A LOOP OF L AKES,
MOUNTAINS AND SEA
See nat ure’s
showreel on
our Best of New
England SelfDrive p64

WHERE? Acadia All American
Road, Maine
This big loop includes all the
best bits of the great outdoors.
Face giant rocks at the coastal
portion and stop to see the sea’s
raw power as waves crash up to
40 metres high at Thunder Hole.
Stretch your legs with an amble
around the lake-sized Jordan Pond
and if you’re up to a bigger walk,
take on Cadillac Mountain for
360-degree views that are best
at sunrise. Loop the Acadia All
American Road on our Best of
New England Self-Drive p64

OVER NATUR AL ISL AND
AQUARIUMS
WHERE? Florida Keys Scenic
Byway, Florida
Head as far south as you can go
where you’re barely on land and
the views on either side are of
glossy blue-greens. On this scenic
byway that links the tropical keys,
you’ll have a 106-mile chance
each way of dolphins and turtles
coming out to play and plenty of
islands to stop on for a slice of key
lime pie. Follow the Florida Keys
Scenic Byway on our South
Florida Explorer Self-Drive p72

Acadia National Park, Maine

Call 01306 747000 | www.kuoni.co.uk
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Rooms with a view

Monument Valley from The View

Add a Post
Ranch Inn stay
to California’s
Classic Ocean
Self-Drive p90

Pacific views from Post Ranch Inn

30

In store | Selected John Lewis & Par tners | In travel agents

Rooms with a view

Upgrade to
The View on our
Best of Arizona
Self-Drive p86

USA

ROOMS WITH
A VIEW
At t hese hotels, you don’t even need to leave your
room to soa k up t he jaw-dropping v iews. Open t he
c ur t ains and see a new day daw n in Monument
Va l ley, watch t he sun set over t he Pacif ic, look
dow n on L a s Vega s’s dancing fount ains or sur round
yourself w it h t he chang ing fa l l colours in
New England.

WILD WEST SUNRISE
WHERE? The View, Monument
Valley, Arizona

Upgrade to the
Bellagio on our
Taste the West
Self-Drive p92

The name does the talking at this
Navajo-owned hotel. It doesn’t
matter which room you’re in,
you’ll have front-row seats to
one of the most spectacular
landscapes on earth: Monument
Valley. Even if you’re not a natural
early bird, you’re going to want
to see the sunrise here; it’s an
unforgettable natural light show
as the sun appears behind the
trio of red-rock buttes. Upgrade
to The View on our Best of
Arizona Self-Drive (p86).

VEGAS’S DANCING
FOUNTAINS
WHERE? Bellagio, Las Vegas,
Nevada
It’s all about the urban landscape
at this iconic Vegas address. The
famous dancing waters of the
Fountains of Bellagio might draw
the crowds down at street level
but we prefer the bird’s-eye view
you get from the fountain view
rooms. And it gets even better
at night when the Strip creates
the perfect neon-lit backdrop.
Upgrade to a Fountain View
Room at the Bellagio on our
Taste the West Self-Drive (p92).

PACIFIC COAST INDULGENCE

INTO THE WOODS

WHERE? Post Ranch Inn, Big
Sur, California

WHERE? Omni Mount
Washington, New Hampshire

Big Sur is the most spectacular
section of one of the world’s most
spectacular roads. So, if there was
a perfect spot along Route 1’s
660-mile course to treat yourself
to some out-and-out luxury it’s
here. The Post Ranch Inn provides
the indulgent cabins and cottages
scattered around the hillside
and the Pacific Coast delivers
the unforgettable views. Add a
stop here to our California’s
Classic Ocean Self-Drive (p90) or
upgrade your Big Sur stay on the
Taste the West Self-Drive (p92).

This grande dame has been the
New England mountain retreat
of choice for over 115 years with
royals, politicians and icons of the
silver screen passing through its
doors; if only these walls could
talk. And while the hotel has been
updated and added to throughout
the decades, one thing has
remained the same: the majestic
mountain and forest views.
Upgrade to a Deluxe Mountain
View Room at Omni Mount
Washington on our Best of New
England Self-Drive (p64).

Fountain View Room at Bellagio

Call 01306 747000 | www.kuoni.co.uk
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‘Listen to the ancestral tales of the Navajo
and you’ll truly understand the beauty of
Monument Valley. These aren’t just sandstone
spires and red-rock towers – they’re legendary
moments frozen in time’
– Chris Bragg, USA expert at Kuoni Meadowhall
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Call 01306 747000 | www.kuoni.co.uk
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L a s Vega s

LAS VEGAS:
NEVADA’S NEON-LIT
DESERT PLAYGROUND
Ta ke a bet on t he USA’s ‘br ight light cit y’ for g rav it ydef y ing shows, showstopper resor t s and helicopter
tr ips over t he deser t.

Kitsch Elvis impersonators and
heady casinos are all part of
the fun in fabulous Las Vegas,
but for every flamboyant cliché
there’s a stylish counterpart;
billionaire mega clubs with
mixologists whipping up foam
cocktails, velvet-covered
lounge bars and ultra-luxe
shopping malls. There’s nothing
beige or bland here – even the
museums are full of jazzy neon
signs and mobster history.
THE STRIP
The centre of the action is Las
Vegas Boulevard, known as
‘The Strip’ – a four-mile-long
road packed with restaurants,
bars, malls and casino-hotelresorts where guests roll the
dice until sunrise. Expect big
shows everywhere – Las Vegas
is a parallel universe of Cirque
du Soleil performers, superstar
DJs and A-list entertainers in
residency. Start with the mustsees: the ‘Welcome to Fabulous
Las Vegas’ sign, replica world
landmarks (Luxor’s Pyramid,
Paris’s Eiffel Tower, New York New
York’s Empire State Building) and
the Bellagio Fountains. Then take
the pressure off. Wander up and
down through the crowds on The
Strip a few times and you’ll always
find something new. Sit outside at
the LINQ Promenade (use the High
Roller ferris wheel as your guide
to get there) or see if there’s any

live music happening at The Park.
Get lost inside the maze-like hotel
complexes, see whimsical flower
displays, overeat at legendary
hotel buffets and watch the fiery
Nevada sunsets from rooftop bars.
There are hundreds of hotels on
and around The Strip – to be close
to all the entertainment, stay at
the southern end near the Bellagio.

The Strip

DOWNTOWN
Downtown’s Fremont Street is a
big part of the Vegas experience.
This pedestrianised promenade
is a throwback to the pre-Strip
era, where classic hotels are full
of old-school Vegas charm, local
singers play cool covers, and an
LED canopy blasts hits from homegrown bands like The Killers and
Imagine Dragons overhead. Further
Downtown, you’ll find classic
American dive bars and lounge
bars where Frank Sinatra and
Sammy Davis Jr used to hang out.
ROAD TRIPS
It’s easy to hire a car for the day
and head out to Red Rock Canyon
or Valley of Fire State Park, which
are both less than an hour’s drive
away. Or you could take to the
road for a week or two. Visit Zion,
Monument Valley and the Grand
Canyon on a round trip, or head
north-west to San Francisco via
Death Valley and Yosemite.

Bo Kaap

kuoni.co.uk/lasvegas
Downtown
Bo
Kaap
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L a s Vega s

USA

OUR FAVOURITE
THINGS TO DO
Our must-do ex per iences
in and around L a s Vega s
TAKE A HISTORY LESSON IN L A S VEGA S
SIGNAGE AT THE NEON MUSEUM
Only in Vegas could a junkyard of old neon
signs turn out to be a fascinating journey
through history. The super-cool Neon Boneyard
transports you back to the old Vegas of Liberace
and the Rat Pack. Go after dark when some of
the most famous vintage signs are lit up.
SOAR OVER THE GR AND C ANYON
ON A PAPILLON HELICOPTER FLIGHT
Take to the skies for a bird’s-eye view of the
desert, Hoover Dam and Colorado River, then
land inside the Grand Canyon. We’ve partnered
with Papillon for the best range of helicopter
flights to the Grand Canyon – read more on p36.
BE SPELLBOUND BY
A GR AVIT Y-DEF YING SHOW

W H E R E T O S TAY
In Vegas it’s all about location. Our recommended hotels – from
statement resorts with fountain views to clean-lined non-gaming
retreats – all have great spots on The Strip

BELL AGIO
BEST FOR: FOUNTAIN VIEWS
The city’s most famous hotel is a
palace of overstated luxury where
fountains ‘dance’ to music from
Elvis, The Beatles and Lady Gaga.
MGM GR AND HOTEL & C A SINO
BEST FOR: A-LIST
ENTERTAINMENT
A mega 5000-room resort with
a huge casino and legendary
entertainment from world-class
DJs to acrobatics.
THE VENE TIAN RESORT
BEST FOR: CL ASSIC
ITALIAN CHARM
Gondolas glide down canals and
replica murals adorn the ceilings
at this elaborate tribute to Venice.

Call 01306 747000 | www.kuoni.co.uk

THE COSMOPOLITAN
OF L A S VEGA S
BEST FOR: GLITZ AND GL AM
Giant chandeliers, interactive
sculptures and modern art set the
tone at this glitzy resort with a
younger vibe.
VDAR A HOTEL & SPA
BEST FOR: HUGE MODERN
SUITES
Smoke-free and casino-free, the
all-suite Vdara is a tasteful and
clean-lined respite from the buzz
of The Strip.
See our full range of Las Vegas
accommodation at:
kuoni.co.uk/lasvegas/hotels

There are hundreds of shows but if you’ve only
got time for one, make it a Cirque du Soleil
number. This creative company ups the game
in imagination – in ‘O’, all the acrobatic action
takes place in and above a giant pool.
HE AD UP THE STR ATOSPHERE TOWER
FOR 360-DEGREE VIEWS
The Stratosphere Observation Deck is 350
metres high, so it has staggering views of Vegas
and the mountains beyond. Need more thrills?
Rides at the top can catapult you over the edge.
E XPLORE DOWNTOWN VEGA S
ON A POP CULTURE WALKING TOUR
Visit classic casinos, see cool sculptures and
hear stories about larger-than-life Vegas
personalities on this guided tour around historic
Fremont Street. It’s included in the Las Vegas
Pass, which gives you access to 55 attractions.

HOW TO SEE LAS VEGAS
These suggested itineraries can be tailored
to include the Las Vegas accommodation and
experiences of your choice:
Utah’s Parks & Canyons p84
Best of Arizona p86
Taste the West Self-Drive p92
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Papillon helicopter tours

Tower Butte, Arizona

Grand Canyon
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Papillon helicopter tours

USA

TAKE TO THE
SOUTH WEST SKIES
The va st sca le and beaut y of Sout h West A mer ica’s
nat ura l mar vels are humbling f rom g round level.
From t he air, t hey’re even more mag nif icent. We’ve
par tnered w it h Papi l lon who w i l l t a ke you on oncein-a-lifetime helicopter tours.

THE CANYON FROM ABOVE
WHICH TRIP? Golden Eagle Air
Tour from Boulder City
This speedy out-and-back flight is
the perfect way to see the Grand
Canyon if you’re short on time.
You’ll take off from Boulder City
airport, fly over Lake Mead and
Hoover Dam on your way to the
West Rim of the Grand Canyon
and be back at your Vegas hotel
all within four hours.
Enrich your
self-drive with
a Papillon
helicopter tour
(p86 & p92)

A GR AND
CHAMPAGNE TOAST
WHICH TRIP? Grand Celebration
from Las Vegas
Raise a glass to your Las Vegas
stay on this luxe Grand Canyon
helicopter flight. You’ll be whisked
to the airport by limo and set off
on your flight over the desert.
Dip down below the canyon’s
West Rim and land on a plateau
where a picnic lunch and glass
of champers will be served. Then
you’ll swoop down along The Strip
as you return to the airport.
LIFE ON THE EDGE
WHICH TRIP? VIP Skywalk
Express from Boulder City
Fly from Boulder to the West Rim
and take a step off the canyon’s
edge and on to the gravitydefying Skywalk. You’ll get frontof-the-line access to this

glass-floored bridge which seems
to float over 1200 metres above
the floor of the Grand Canyon.
BIRD’S-EYE NATIONAL
PARK VIEWS
WHICH TRIP? Imperial with
Ecostar from Grand Canyon
National Park
Depart from the national park’s
airport, sweep over the treetops
and wait for the moment when
the earth seems to drop away
as you fly over the canyon’s rim.
Make this the first thing you do
here: getting your first glimpse of
the Grand Canyon from the air will
take your breath away.
BUT TE L ANDINGS
AND SLOT CANYONS
WHICH TRIP? Ultimate
Southwest 3-in-1 from
Page, Arizona
This one’s for the photographers:
take off from Page and soar over
Lake Powell and the perfectly
curved Horseshoe Bend on your
way to Tower Butte, where you’ll
touch down for some pretty
spectacular Glen Canyon views.
Then meet a Navajo guide and
step between the wave-like walls
of Antelope Canyon.
Add a Papillon helicopter flight
to any itinerary that includes
Las Vegas (p34 & p92) or passes
through Arizona (p40 & p86).

Lake Powell, Arizona

Call 01306 747000 | www.kuoni.co.uk
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Scenic By ways of the West

Drive the
Pacif ic Coast
Highway
p92 & p96

Pacific Coast Scenic Byway, Oregon

Follow Utah ’s
Scenic By way 12
p84

The Hogback, Scenic Byway 12, Utah
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Scenic By ways of the West

USA

HIT TING THE ROAD:
SCENIC BYWAYS
OF THE WEST
Wit h it s canyons, coa st, mount ains and volcanoes,
A mer ica’s West look s pret t y good f rom behind t he
wheel. Some of t he USA’s highways are so beautif u l,
t hey’ve been g iven Scenic By way st at us. We’ve
handpicked a few of our favour ites.

Cross Colorado’s
mountain passes
p80

SANDSTONE CANYONS

SNAKING SWITCHBACKS

WHERE? Scenic Byway 12, Utah

WHERE? Trail Ridge Road,
Colorado

This sandstone cliff-shadowed,
ridge-trailing road is one of
the West’s best. It passes two
national parks – Bryce Canyon
and Capitol Reef – and twists
and turns through the sprawling
Grand Staircase-Escalante
National Monument. The standout
stretch is The Hogback, where the
highway sweeps along the narrow
spine of a ridge that dips down
to water-cut slot canyons below.
Drive it on our Utah’s Parks and
Canyons Self-Drive (p84).
PACIFIC COAST SUNSETS
WHERE? Pacific Coast Scenic
Byway & Route 1, California,
Oregon and Washington

Trail Ridge Road, Colorado

Call 01306 747000 | www.kuoni.co.uk

These long and winding roads
follow the edge of the continent
from the far north-west corner
of Washington state right down
to San Diego. Whether you drive
the entire route or just a part of
it, there’s only a handful of times
you’ll lose the Pacific horizon.
The landscapes change from
rugged, wave-lashed cliffs to
rolling sand dunes and back again.
And there’s always an amazing
spot to stop for sunset every
evening. Drive it on our Pacific
Northwest and California selfdrives (p90-97).

You can’t get much higher on
four wheels than this up-in-theclouds byway in Colorado’s Rocky
Mountain National Park. Each
curving switchback gives you
a different awe-inspiring view
whether it’s of mountains and
meadows or canyons and creeks.
A couple of our favourite roadside
stops are the Many Parks Curve
and Forest Canyon Overlook.
Drive it on our Colorado High &
Mighty Self-Drive (p80).
L AVA FLOWS AND BL ACKSAND BEACHES
WHERE? Ka’u Scenic Byway,
Hawaii
This wild and wonderful route
hugs the southern and eastern
slopes of Mauna Loa, the Island
of Hawaii’s largest volcano. As
you drive this 54-mile byway
which cuts through alien-like lava
flows, you can stop at ocean-view
outlooks and black-sand beaches
and step inside lava caves. The
scenic byway ends at Volcanoes
National Park but you can easily
continue around the Hawaii Belt
Road for a full island circuit. Drive
it on our Hawaii Island Hopping
suggested itinerary (p98).
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Utah & Arizona

UTAH & ARIZONA:
AMERICA’S CANYON
COUNTRY
Va st canyons, painter’s pa let te clif fs, g rav it ydef y ing arches, and red-rock hoodoos: t his is where
mot her nat ure ha s played her w inning hand.

These states in America’s wild
and wonderful South West are
linked not just by their state
line but by their larger-thanlife landscapes. Whether you
explore them apart or together,
they’ll always tempt you back
for another journey.
UTAH: LIFE ELEVATED
We can’t get enough of this
wonderland; just one look at
any of Utah’s many cover-shot
backdrops and you’re hooked.
Surrounded by vast salt flats
and bordered on both sides by
snow-coated mountains, Salt Lake
City is a unique introduction to
what’s to come. The southern
half of the state is where you’ll
find the Mighty 5®: Utah’s quintet
of national parks. On a roundtrip from Salt Lake you can see
the rock spires of Bryce Canyon,
Zion’s river-cut ravines and the
sandstone arcs in Arches National
Park. Stop off in Capitol Reef and
Canyonlands on the way and you’ll
have ticked them all off. Between
the parks, there are petroglyphcovered bluffs, tribal parks and
historic trading posts.
ARIZONA: THE GR AND
CANYON STATE
Arizona boasts the headlining
national wonder – the Grand
Canyon – but getting to know
this state is about catching the

equally fantastic supporting acts.
Monument Valley is a Wild West
paradise where big skies are
punctuated with towering buttes
and mesas, untamed horses roam
desert plains and Navajo tales
that have been passed through
generations are told. Head west
and you’ll reach Page, gateway
to lakes, slot canyons and the
sweeping curves of the Colorado
River. While Utah is pretty much
all about the scenery, Arizona
mixes it up a bit with a handful
of super-cool cities. Flagstaff has
a historic downtown area full of
bars and craft breweries that’s
surrounded by Ponderosa pine
forests; Sedona has a strong
spiritual side; and Scottsdale
is the perfect place to finish a
driving holiday.

Arches National Park, Utah

Flagstaff, Arizona

AMERICA THE BEAUTIFUL
It’s likely that your trip to Utah
and Arizona will include visits
to quite a few national parks,
recreation areas and monuments,
each with their individual
entrance fees. If you’re visiting
three or more places, the ‘America
the Beautiful’ pass can save you
money so we recommend buying
one when you first enter a park.
It’s valid per vehicle and includes
all your passengers and it also
lasts for a year.
kuoni.co.uk/utahandarizona

Zion National Park, Utah

Bo Kaap

Bo Kaap
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OUR FAVOURITE
THINGS TO DO
Our must-do ex per iences in
Ut a h and A r izona
TOUR MONUMENT VALLE Y
WITH A NAVAJO GUIDE
There’s no better way of getting to know
Monument Valley than hearing the stories of
someone who lives there. Join a Navajo guide,
follow the dusty 17-mile Valley Drive and stop
at sacred spots you can’t reach on your own.
TAKE A FLIGHT TO
TOWER BUT TE
Lift off from Page and land on Tower Butte on
this Papillon helicopter trip. From the top of
this rock pillar that rises out of Navajo Nation
land you’ll have 360-degree views of Lake
Powell and its sandy surroundings (p36).
DRIVE UTAH’S MOST
BEAUTIFUL ROAD

WHERE TO STAY
There are some special places to stay in Utah and Arizona, from
valley-edge hotels to luxury ranches

THE VIE W, MONUMENT VALLE Y
BEST FOR: NAT GEO -WORTHY
VIEWS

ANDA Z SCOT T SDALE
BEST FOR: POST ROAD -TRIP
LUXURY

Each room at this hotel has
ringside seats for one of the USA’s
finest views: Monument Valley.

Winning awards has become a
habit for this minimalist resort
with cool and calm suites and
bungalows.

THE LIT TLE AMERIC A HOTEL,
FL AGSTAFF
BEST FOR: SPACE IN THE CIT Y
This hidden Flagstaff gem is
set within hundreds of acres at
the edge of northern Arizona’s
ponderosa pine forest.
EL TOVAR HOTEL, GR AND
C ANYON
BEST FOR: CANYON’S EDGE
HERITAGE
At just six metres from the South
Rim, you can’t get much closer to
the Grand Canyon than at this 115year old hotel.

Call 01306 747000 | www.kuoni.co.uk

SORREL RIVER R ANCH, MOAB
BEST FOR: RED -ROCK
ACTIVITIES
Adventure, awe-inspiring
landscapes and luxury meet at this
riverside ranch a few miles from
the Moab.
See our full range of Utah and
Arizona accommodation at:
kuoni.co.uk/utahandarizona/
hotels

Scenic Byway 12 is one our favourite routes
in the USA. It meanders through some of
Utah’s finest sandstone landscapes between
Bryce Canyon and Capitol Reef via the Grand
Staircase Escalante National Monument.
SEE THE WAVING WALLS OF
ANTELOPE CANYON
Canyons in Arizona and Utah can be mile-wide
marks in the earth, grand amphitheatres or
narrow gaps in the rock like Upper Antelope
Canyon. Here you can see how water has
created waving shapes in the sandstone walls.
ENJOY A FE W REL A XING
DAYS IN SCOT TSDALE
A few days of R & R in Scottsdale is like having
a holiday within a holiday. There are some
fabulous luxury resorts located where the
desert meets the city, which have their own
pools, spas and high-end restaurants.

H O W T O S E E U TA H & A R I Z O N A
These suggested self-drives focus on Utah or
Arizona and can be tailored to include the
accommodation and experiences of your choice:
Utah’s Parks & Canyons Self-Drive p84
Best of Arizona Self-Drive p86
SoCal & Arizona Desert Self-Drive p88
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Rocky Mountains & The Great American West

ROCKY MOUNTAIN

HIGHS

The Great A mer ican West ha s r ugged mount ains,
w ide-open plains and a r ich indigenous her it age.

“Everything’s bigger in
America: this saying could’ve
been coined for the Great
American West. The wildlife,
skies, mountain peaks and
monuments have been
supersized. A love of adventure
is a must as you’ll go beyond
the icons to out-of-the-way
cities and Wild West towns.”
Adele Jones, USA expert at Kuoni
at Cardiff John Lewis
MOUNTAIN CITIES
They might be all about nature,
but Rocky Mountain trips will
start with a bit of city time. We
love Denver for its modern-citymeets-Old-West edge: in one day
you can visit galleries, spot street
art, sip on craft beer and shop
for cowboy hats and belt buckles
at Rockmount Ranch Wear. The
past plays a huge part in Salt Lake
City’s character too. The city was
founded by the 19th-Century
leader of the Mormon Church,
Brigham Young, and it’s still the
headquarters of the church over
170 years later.
TOURING COUNTRY
Once you’ve left the big city,
it’s all about embracing the
wilderness and the open road.
Things get a little more rustic and
the hotels tend to be no-frills;
thankfully, you’ll be spending

most of your time exploring and
you’ll just need a place to sleep.
The Great American West is also a
great place to hire a motorhome.
Find a lakeside spot on the edge
of Yellowstone National Park,
sleep in the shadow of a mountain
in Grand Teton or see the stars in
the big skies of Montana.
COLOR ADO
With its hot spring towns tucked
away in mountain valleys, lofty
‘fourteener’ peaks and the ruins
of ancient ancestral cliff-dwelling,
Colorado can easily take centre
stage on your USA road trip.
You can loop round from Denver
and national parks such as Black
Canyon of the Gunnison, Mesa
Verde and Rocky Mountain, and
follow parts of the 720-mile Hot
Springs Loop.

Mount Rushmore, South Dakota

THE GREAT AMERICAN WEST
North of Salt Lake City, it starts
to get really remote. Distances
are long but the rewards on
the way are more than worth
it. In Wyoming there are the
neighbouring parks of Grand
Teton and Yellowstone. Next door
is Montana, the place you’ll want
to live out your Wild West dreams.
This is where the mountains
give way to the plains and a rich
native history is told. Over in the
Dakotas, there are bison-dotted
hills, the iconic Mount Rushmore
and historic towns like Deadwood.

EXPLORE THE ROCK Y MOUNTAIN STATES ON OUR:
Colorado High & Mighty Self-Drive p80
Seven-State Rocky Mountain Self-Drive p82
Grand Teton National Park, Wyoming
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PL ACES TO EXPLORE IN GREAT AMERICAN WEST & ROCK Y MOUNTAINS

Call 01306 747000 | www.kuoni.co.uk

W YOMING’S PARK S

HOT SPRINGS LOOP

THE BL ACK HILLS

Yellowstone and Grand Teton
National Parks showcase
the best of the Rockies from
geothermal features to
sky-high mountain peaks.

Colorado’s Rockies are
scattered with mineral-rich
hot springs and this historic
route takes in many of the
mountain towns that were
built up around the springs.

This rolling mountain range
which rises out of South
Dakota’s plains is home to
Mount Rushmore, the Crazy
Horse Memorial, caves and
towering natural monuments.

kuoni.co.uk/wyoming

kuoni.co.uk/colorado

kuoni.co.uk/blackhills
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California

CALIFORNIA’S

BIG CITIES

San Francisco, Los A ngeles and San Diego: t his
tr io of metropolises on t he Pacif ic Coa st may share
a st ate but t hey cou ldn’t be more dif ferent in st yle.

In San Francisco, European
charm meets Northern
Californian coolness while in
sprawling Los Angeles oldschool Hollywood glamour
has been given a 21st-Century
makeover. Down south in San
Diego, the sun shines, the
waves crash on golden shores
and you can live the easy-going
beach lifestyle of dreams.
SAN FR ANCISCO
Of California’s three big cities,
San Francisco definitely got the
looks. Stand at the top of one
of the city’s steep streets and
you’ll have spectacular views of
the city skyline and bay beyond.
It doesn’t matter whether you
base yourself by the water in
Fisherman’s Wharf, on Union
Square up in the heart of the city
or in the prestigious Nob Hill
neighbourhood – you’ll be in a
great place to explore the rest
of the city. Lose yourself along
Pacific Heights streets lined with
pretty Victorian townhouses or
wander along the wharf and
park-lined waterfront, and you’ll
soon find out what makes this
city so special.
LOS ANGELES
You only have to hear the name
Los Angeles for images of palm
tree-lined boulevards, sun-kissed
beaches and stars of the silver
screen to pop into your mind.
With its ‘cities within a city’, LA

could be a holiday destination in
its own right; it’s even possible
to stay in a couple of places to
create a one-city multi-centre.
Our favourite spot is Santa
Monica, an oceanfront city that
has a unique tourist-hotspotmeets-local-neighbourhood vibe.
You can cycle along the beachside
boardwalk, jump on the pier’s
thrill rides or find a café that’s a
favourite with those in the know.
Then you’ve got upscale Beverly
Hills, partly-glamorous and partlygritty Hollywood and the glorious
Hollywood Hills where you can
hike canyons. For film-making
heritage, head to Universal
Studios Hollywood, one of LA’s
oldest movie studios and a worldfamous theme park.
SAN DIEGO
San Diego is often overlooked in
favour of its sister cities to the
north. But if you continue along
the Pacific Coast Highway, you’ll
discover the best example of that
laid-back Southern California
lifestyle. There’s the beautifully
mild climate (on average there are
more than 260 days of sunshine a
year); a seemingly endless stretch
of sandy beaches which range
from family friendly to surfers’
paradise; and a celebrated dining
and nightlife scene in the historic
Gaslamp Quarter.

San Diego

Santa Monica, Los Angeles

kuoni/california

Bo Kaap

Bo Kaap
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OUR FAVOURITE
THINGS TO DO
Our must-do ex per iences in San
Francisco, L A and San Diego
HE AR JAILOR S’ TALES
ON THE ROCK
Take a trip over to San Francisco’s island
prison of Alcatraz and listen to tales of former
inmates on the not-to-be-missed audio guide.
Book your spot in advance as this is the one of
the city’s most popular attractions.
SEE STAR S AT
UNIVERSAL STUDIOS HOLLY WOOD
Experience the magic of the movies at this
historic studio-turned theme park.
SOAK UP SANTA MONIC A’S
BEACHFRONT VIBES

San Francisco

WHERE TO STAY
California’s city accommodation ranges from renovated warehouses
to cool beach houses

THE ARGONAUT, SAN
FR ANCISCO
BEST FOR: NAUTICAL ST YLE

THE GARL AND, LOS ANGELES
BEST FOR: HIP DIGS CLOSE
TO UNIVERSAL CIT Y

Set in a beautifully restored
warehouse a stone’s throw from
the water, the Argonaut is a
boutique gem.

Cross the Hollywood Hills and
you’ll find yourself at this hotel
with its Spanish mission-meets21st-Century charm.

HANDLERY UNION SQUARE
HOTEL, SAN FR ANCISCO
BEST FOR: A HEART- OF-THEACTION SET TING

KIMP TON SOL AMAR HOTEL,
SAN DIEGO
BEST FOR: MODERN CIT Y
LUXURY

The Handlery is a cool and calm
oasis in the busy Union Square
neighbourhood.

This exquisitely styled hotel sits at
the edge of the historic Gaslamp
Quarter and has a cool rooftop
pool and bar.

SHUT TER S ON THE BE ACH,
SANTA MONIC A
BEST FOR: BEACHFRONT CHIC
We love that you can step straight
on to the sand from this beach
house hotel in the Los Angeles city
of the moment, Santa Monica.

Call 01306 747000 | www.kuoni.co.uk

See our full range of California
accommodation at:
kuoni.co.uk/california/hotels

Santa Monica gives you all the SoCal beach
lifestyle symbols: surfers and inline skaters,
palm-lined boardwalks and lifeguard huts. Yes
it’s touristy, but it’s also an authentic local
neighbourhood with its cool clean-eating cafés
and sun-dappled bar terraces.
PEOPLE WATCH ON
VENICE BEACH BOARDWALK
Venice is an inclusive and eccentric spot with
an artsy atmosphere. You’ll see a cross section
of Californian cultures along the beachfront
boardwalk, while along the Venice Canals
you’ll find a quieter neighbourhood vibe.
DISCOVER SAN DIEGO’S
MILITARY CONNECTIONS
Step into the world of Top Gun at the historic
USS Midway Museum, one of SoCal’s number
one attractions that is set on an aircraft carrier
docked near downtown San Diego.

S E E C A L I F O R N I A’ S C I T I E S
These suggested self-drives feature one or more
of California’s main cities and can be tailored to
include the accommodation and experiences of
your choice:
California’s Classic Ocean Self-Drive p90
Taste the West Self-Drive p92
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C a l i f o r n i a ’s P a c i f i c H i g h w a y

CALIFORNIA’S
COAST-HUGGING
HIGHWAY
This is t he A mer ican road tr ip t hat tops bucket list s.
Sk im t he sun-k issed Pacif ic Coa st and see laid-back
Ca lifor nia at it s scenic best.

“Driving Highway 1 between
San Francisco and Los Angeles
is the best way to experience
the Great American Road Trip.
You’re going to want to take it
slow and break up the journey;
my favourite stops are Big Sur
for the mountain-meets-coast
scenery and wildlife, and Pismo
Beach for the clam chowder.”
Jessica Macnair, USA expert at
Kuoni at Oxford Street John Lewis
FIRST STOP: MONTEREY
As you set off south from San
Francisco, it’s not long before
there’s endless ocean to your
right and rolling hills to the
left – a combo that will come to
characterise your drive. You’ll pass
through youthful surfing towns
on the way to Monterey County
where central California coolness
meets Spanish mission history.
Wander along Monterey’s vibrant
Cannery Row and follow 17-Mile
Drive which hugs the coast.
BREATHTAKING BIG SUR
From here on in, your Pacific
Coast drive gets wild, winding
and even more wonderful. Scenic
roadside viewpoints will slow
the pace, but that’s fine – the
more time you have to take in the

dreamy views, the better. Highway
1 icons such as the creek-crossing
Bixby Bridge, Hurricane Point,
Point Sur Park and Pfeiffer Beach
come thick and fast as you drive
through the Big Sur region. Our
favourite stop is McWay Falls – a
waterfall that tumbles down to an
unspoilt sandy cove.
SLO CAL
Welcome to San Luis Obispo, or
SLO Cal for short. Big Sur is the
big name along Route 1 but this
70-mile stretch of coast is just as
beautiful. It’s coastal California
as you’ve imagined it: laid-back
vibes, crashing surf and swaying
palms, adorable sea otters and
migrating whales. You can’t miss
the town of Morro Bay as you
drive south – Morro Rock is a
Pacific Coast landmark.

Bixby Bridge, Big Sur

Santa Barbara

SANTA BARBAR A
Santa Barbara is a coastal escape
for stars escaping big city life
in LA. Soak up the upscale but
easy-going atmosphere as you
dip into high-end boutiques and
beachfront seafood restaurants
like Boathouse at Hendry’s Beach
and drive the city’s 17-mile scenic
loop up into the mansion-dotted
hills and down to the waterfront.

DRIVE THE PACIFIC COAST HIGHWAY ON OUR:
California’s Classic Ocean Self-Drive P90
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OUR RECOMMENDED PACIFIC HIGHWAY HOTELS

Call 01306 747000 | www.kuoni.co.uk

WATERFRONT HOTEL

SENSATIONAL BIG SUR

HILLSIDE LUXURY

If you want to be close to the
water, InterContinental The
Clement Monterey can’t be
beaten. Grab a book and relax
by a fire pit on the hotel’s
oceanfront terrace.

The Ventana Inn & Spa is
perched on a mountainside
in Big Sur and has incredible
Pacific Ocean vistas. We love
the cool and cosy rooms and
secluded villas and cottages.

Santa Barbara’s century-old
Belmond El Encanto is hidden
away in the hills of Santa
Barbara and is a favourite with
Hollywood’s A-List.

kuoni.co.uk/
intercontinetaltheclement

kuoni.co.uk/ventanainn

kuoni.co.uk/
belmondelencanto
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West Coast wine regions

A NEW WORLD:
WEST COAST WINES
Whet her t hey’re f rom a famous Napa v ineyard or hidden
gem Oregon w iner y, West Coa st w ines have made waves.

Raise a glass to your journey
at a tasting room in one of the
Pacific Coast’s celebrated wine
regions. California, Oregon and
Washington all have their own
vine-covered landscapes, each
with its own atmosphere.
NAPA VALLEY
Napa Valley is chic and naturally
spectacular, and its vintages are
world famous. This is the place
where big-name tasting rooms
open their doors to in-the-know
oenophiles and casual wine
drinkers nipping up from San
Francisco to see what the fuss is
all about. You’ll find it’s mainly
about the Cabernet Sauvignons
and Chardonnays, but there are
quality Zinfadels and Sauvignon
Blancs; the blends are getting their
fair share of attention too. There’s
also a lot of fuss about Napa
Valley dining; from multi-Michelinstarred restaurants to modern
American diners (we’re talking
about Gotts Roadside), every
meal’s going to be a good one.
SONOMA
Compared to Napa Valley’s
side-by-side cellars, Sonoma
County’s wine region stretches
from the Pacific to the Mayacamas
Mountains. You’ll need a car (and
designated driver) to cover the
ground in Sonoma, as well as a
bit more time, but what you’ll find

is a more relaxed vibe and fewer
crowds than in Napa. There are 18
viticultural areas with different soil
types and climates so there are
more varied wines to try.
WALL A WALL A
West Coast wines aren’t just a
Golden State thing. There’s an
off-the-beaten-track town in the
south-east corner of Washington
state that’s making the most of
the growing demand for New
World wines. Walla Walla, which
sits on a fertile plain at the edge
of the Blue Mountain foothills, is
surrounded by 120 wineries and
has about 30 downtown tasting
rooms. As well as trying the
region’s Cabernet Sauvignons and
Merlots, taste some Walla Walla
sweet onions and locally-grown
strawberries.

Willamette Valley, Oregon

WILL AMET TE VALLEY
Richer Cab Savs aren’t for
everyone. If you prefer those
lighter and fruitier Pinot Noirs,
the cellars of Oregon’s rolling
Willamette Valley should be
more your style. Most of the
vineyards are clustered in the
north of the valley, between the
Willamette River and the Coast
Range Mountains. Visiting a few
vineyards is a great choice for a
Portland day trip and you’d be
fully embracing the city’s drinklocal culture.

TO GO ON A WEST COAST WINE TOUR ,
TAILOR MAKE OUR:
Pacific Northwest or Taste the West self-drives p96 & 92
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OUR FAVOURITE WINEL AND HOTELS

RIVER TERR ACE INN, NAPA
This Napa hotel sits right
by the river and just a short
stroll along a riverfront park
from the town’s Oxbow Public
Market. It’s makes a great base
for trips to valley wineries.

kuoni.co.uk/riverterraceinn

Call 01306 747000 | www.kuoni.co.uk

THE MERITAGE RESORT
& SPA , NAPA

FAIRMONT SONOMA
MISSION INN & SPA

Rolling vineyards, Tuscan-style
guestrooms and a tasting
cellar and underground spa
greet you at this Napa Valley
favourite. Grab one of the free
bikes and head into town.

Sonoma’s size means you’ll be
wanting a centrally located
hotel; the Fairmont is just
that. With a spa and hot-spring
heated pool, you’ll also want to
set aside some resort time.

kuoni.co.uk/themeritage

kuoni.co.uk/
fairmontsonoma
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The Pacific Nor thwest

LOCAL VIBES IN
THE PNW
The g reat outdoors, far m-f resh dining and a coa st
t hat r iva ls Ca lifor nia’s: you’ l l be liv ing t he good life
in t he Pacif ic Nor t hwest (PN W).

The top-left corner of the USA
is where high-tech industry, a
fiercely independent and liberal
spirit, and knock-out scenery
meet. Start off in the characterpacked neighbourhoods of
the big cities before making
a break for vineyard-covered
valleys, deep lakes, towering
volcanoes and empty beaches.
SEAT TLE & PORTL AND
The PNW’s gateway cities are
cool, quirky and multicultural.
Seattle is a land of big business
and high tech but there’s a real
neighbourhood feel too with lots
of indie shops and coffee houses.
Over in Oregon there’s Portland –
one of the hippest and most openminded cities in the USA. It’s also
the country’s craft beer capital:
there are over 80 microbreweries
scattered around the eclectic
neighbourhoods.
PACIFIC COAST HIGHWAY
The entire coastline of the Pacific
Northwest feels a like a hidden
gem, with free-flowing roads,
pristine rainforests and empty
beaches. Stop for one of those
picture-postcard Pacific sunsets
and it’s likely that your only
company will be a flock of snowy
plovers darting in and out of the
surf. Where the coast is more
rugged, there are lighthouses that
rival those in New England, caves
that are home to sea lion colonies,

and beaches scattered with rock
stacks that rise out of the sea bed.
NATUR AL WONDERS
Wherever you are in the Pacific
Northwest, natural beauty is
never too far away. Seattle
overlooks the busy waterways of
the island-scattered Puget Sound
and has Cascade Mountains
backdrops; you can also get
to Olympic (p52) and Mount
Rainier National Parks within a
couple of hours. Portland is the
gateway to the Columbia River
region and slopes of Mount Hood,
Oregon’s highest mountain. Head
south through the vine-carpeted
Willamette Valley, up into the
Cascade Mountains and you’ll
reach Crater Lake National Park.

Seattle, Washington

Crater Lake National Park, Oregon

PNW DINING
The farm-to-table movement is
having its moment in the USA but
few places can match the eat-local
vibe in this corner of the country.
There are plenty of places to
stop and enjoy some ‘slow
food’ and in Portland you can
hardly walk a few yards before
passing a restaurant that creates
mouth-watering dishes that are
determined by the season. To
stock up for a mountain meadow
picnic or a beachside barbecue,
head to one of the excellent
farmers’ markets – there are more
than 270 here, including Seattle’s
world-famous Pike Place Market.
kuoni.co.uk/pacificnorthwest

Bo Kaap

Willamette
Bo Kaap Valley, Oregon
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OUR FAVOURITE
THINGS TO DO
Our must-do ex per iences in t he
Pacif ic Nor t hwest
E XPLORE THE PNW ’S
WINE REGIONS
West Coast wines aren’t confined to California.
Head to Washington’s town of Walla Walla or
Oregon’s Willamette Valley to try some fruity
New World wines (read more on page 48).
TAKE A TOUR OF THE
BOEING EVERET T FACTORY
Seattle is home to the world’s most famous
plane manufacturer and at the Future of Flight
Aviation Centre you can take a tour of the
Boeing factory. Make sure you book your place
in advance – this is one of the region’s most
popular attractions.
DISCOVER PORTL AND’S WORLD-FAMOUS
CR AFT BEER SCENE

WHERE TO STAY
Seattle and Portland are packed with an ecclectic selection of hotels;
further afield you’ll find a mix of simple chain hotels and rural resorts

THOMPSON SE AT TLE
BEST FOR: SLEEK CIT Y DIGS
This all-glass hotel is one of
Seattle’s most chic addresses.
Head straight for the rooftop
bar for Puget Sound views and
artisanal cocktails.
FAIRMONT OLYMPIC HOTEL
SE AT TLE
BEST FOR: HIGH-END
SEAT TLE STAYS
The Fairmont is a city landmark
and the place to stay if you’re
looking for a traditional and
luxurious retreat in the heart
of Seattle.
HOTEL LUCIA , PORTL AND
BEST FOR: A CENTR AL
PORTL AND SET TING
A cool and classy hotel that’s set
on one of Portland’s main streets
close to restaurants, bars and the
Willamette River.

Call 01306 747000 | www.kuoni.co.uk

THE SENTINEL, PORTL AND
BEST FOR: BIBLIOPHILES
AND URBANITES
This classic city hotel is a stone’s
throw from Downtown Portland’s
famous indie bookshop, Powell’s.
RUNNING Y R ANCH, KL AMATH
BEST FOR: RUR AL PURSUITS
Explore Crater Lake National Park
and return to this mountainside
escape to make the most of the
activities such as horse riding
and golf.

There are over 80 breweries throughout
Greater Portland creating dark, pale, red
and amber ales, sour or fruity ales, lager
and stouts. Head to a city tap room or join a
walking tour and try some of the best brews.
DRIVE THE COLUMBIA RIVER
SCENIC BY WAY
Set off from Portland for a spectacular drive
along the Historic Columbia River Highway. It
skims the river and its high-sided gorge and is
packed with pioneer heritage sites.
TAKE IN THE VIE WS FROM
SEAT TLE’S SPACE NEEDLE
Get your bearings and soak up city skyline
views from the observation deck of this
184-metre-high Seattle landmark. If it’s a clear
day you’ll also be able to see Mount Rainier,
the Cascades, Puget Sound and the Olympic
Mountains.

See our full range of PNW
accommodation at:
H OW TO S E E TH E PAC I F I C N O R TH W E S T

kuoni.co.uk/pacificnorthwest/
hotels

These suggested self-drives explore the best
of the Pacific Northwest and can be tailored to
include the accommodation and experiences of
your choice:
Oregon Scenic Self-Drive p94
The Pacific Northwest Self-Drive p96
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Nowhere else comes close to matching the USA’s diverse collection of national parks. Since Yellowstone
became the world’s first publicly protected park in 1872, millions of acres of incredible natural
wilderness has been set aside for us to explore. These are our all-time favourite parks across the country.

3

1. YOSEMITE, CALIFORNIA
It was Scottish naturalist
John Muir’s love of this
sensational spot in the Sierra
Nevada Mountains that led
to the creation of what’s now
California’s most popular
national park. Just like Muir,
you’ll fall for Yosemite’s lofty
granite cliffs and domes,
towering sequoia trees and
pine forests, and its seasonal
fast-flowing waterfalls. Explore
Yosemite N.P. on our Taste
the West Self-Drive (p92).

4. GR AND CANYON,
ARIZONA
The Grand Canyon is the
centrepiece of the USA’s
national park system. It’s the
one that everyone knows about
and the one that draws the
crowds. And it’s for a good
reason: this river-sculpted
canyon, which exposes millions
of years of geological history,
needs to be seen to be believed.
See it for yourself on our Best
of Arizona Self-Drive (p86).
5. SHENANDOAH, VIRGINIA

2. ARCHES, UTAH

6

This park has red-rock arches
that frame the snow-capped La
Sal Mountains and sandstone
fins that seem as if they’ve been
misplaced from Mars. Get here
close to sunrise or stick around
until the sun sets to see the
rocks take on a fiery glow; it’s
a spine-tingling moment. Stop
off at Arches N.P. on our
Utah’s Parks & Canyons SelfDrive (p84).
3. OLYMPIC, WASHINGTON
You can see everything that’s
great about the natural Pacific
Northwest in this diverse park at
the north-western corner of the
USA. There’s the wild coastline,
the glacier-carved mountain
valleys and the moss- and
fern-shrouded rainforests. Visit
Olympic N.P. on our Pacific
Northwest Self-Drive (p96).

Call 01306 747000 | www.kuoni.co.uk

The narrow but lengthy
Shenandoah follows the crest
of Virginia’s Blue Ridge
Mountains. The park’s standout
features are the Skyline Drive
– a National Scenic Byway that
tracks the spine of the range –
and the 105-mile stretch of the
epic Appalachian Trail. Drive
the sky-skimming highway
on our Capital Region SelfDrive (p70).
6. ROCK Y MOUNTAIN,
COLOR ADO
In central Colorado, North
America’s most famous mountain
range rises up from the plains
like a natural fortress. Rocky
Mountain National Park protects
just a small portion of the
Rockies and has high-altitude
mountain roads, Alpine vistas
and glistening melt water lakes.
Take in the mountain views
on our Colorado High &
Mighty Self-Drive (p80).
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7. SEQUOIA, CALIFORNIA
Sequoia is slightly quieter than
Yosemite, its Sierra Nevada
neighbour, but just as beautiful.
As well as the panoramic
mountain views from the
winding Generals Highway, the
park is known for its larger-thanlife Sequoias. In the Giant Forest
you’ll meet General Sherman,
the world’s biggest tree. Add a
visit to Sequoia on our Taste
the West Self-Drive (p92).
8. DEATH VALLEY,
CALIFORNIA
Death Valley is a place of
superlatives: it has the highest
recorded temperature on Earth,
the lowest point in North
America and it’s the driest place
on the continent. It’s not all
featureless desert landscapes
here though; there are
mountains, sand dunes, volcanic
craters and wind- and watereroded badlands. Drive through
Death Valley N.P. on our Taste
the West Self-Drive (p92).
9. ZION, UTAH
If you haven’t heard much about
this park in southern Utah, you’re
in for a surprise. The sandstonelined canyons of Zion rival
Yosemite for awe-inspiring scale.
There are trails that take you
into the Virgin River, up to the
canyon’s edge, to cooling pools
and weeping rocks. Hike Zion’s
trails on our Utah’s Parks &
Canyons Self-Drive (p84)
10. ACADIA, MAINE
Up in the top right-hand corner
of the country is Acadia, a park
on the edge of the Atlantic. Find
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a base in Bar Harbor, a town
full of seaside charm, and climb
mountains, hike along the rocky
coast or just drive the Park
Loop Road and see it all from
the comfort of your car. Visit
Acadia N.P. on our Best of
New England Self-Drive (p64).

CONTINUED

7

11. GREAT SMOK Y
MOUNTAINS, NORTH
CAROLINA & TENNESSEE
This two-state national park is
another Appalachian Mountain
wonderland. Affectionately
known as ‘The Smokies’, the
park’s mountains and forests are
a hiker’s paradise; there are over
800 miles of mountain paths
including 70 miles of the longdistance Appalachian Trail. Hike
the trails on our Georgia & the
Carolina’s Self-Drive (p74).
12. YELLOWSTONE,
W YOMING
Last but definitely not least is the
park that started it all. It’s easy
to see why Yellowstone was the
first to get national park status:
it’s a geothermic hotspot with
explosive geysers, paint-pot
coloured springs and bubbling
mud pots, there are breathtaking
rivers and mountains, and it’s
an important habitat for some
incredible wildlife species. See
Yellowstone’s wonders on our
Seven State Rocky Mountain
Self-Drive (p82).

If your trip takes in three
or more national parks, we
highly recommend buying
an ‘America the Beautiful’
pass (see page 40).
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H a w a i i ’s i s l a n d s

THE ALOHA
SPIRIT: HAWAII’S
PARADISE ISLANDS
Imag ine sipping on Mai Tais topped w it h pur ple
orchid s, catching t he crest of a wave and climbing
forest-cloa ked volcanoes. Welcome to Hawaii.

This string of Pacific paradise
islands is miles from anything
and anywhere. Hawaii might
be part of the USA but it’s
so different from the rest of
the country – it’s all about
soaking up the aloha spirit and
embracing the island lifestyle.
You have to cross an ocean and
a continent to get here so take
enough time to visit two or
more of the four main islands
– they’re more diverse than you
might think.
OAHU
Sun, sea, sand and surf, worldclass hotels hugging the
oceanfront; Hawaii’s most popular
island has them all. Your first
stop should be the Honolulu
neighbourhood of Waikiki, a
lively but super chilled place to
get into a carefree state of mind.
Mix up your stay with beach
time, drinking, dining and hiking
to the top of Diamond Head, an
extinct volcano that overlooks the
sweeping coast. Hire a car and
head to the North Shore where
huge breaks draw surfers from
around the world.
MAUI
The Valley Isle is picture-postcard
perfect. Dramatic gorges are
covered with jungle a hundred
shades of green and the beaches
are just as you’ve imagined: soft

white sand lapped by a sea as
clear as glass. Base yourself in
upmarket Wailea for ultra-luxe
digs, or the lively Ka’Anapali
Beach where you can often see
humpback whales from the shore
(December to March).
K AUAI
If you’re visiting Maui and Kauai,
make sure it’s in that order.
It hardly seems possible, but
this Garden Isle is even more
beautiful. It’s quieter too. Amid
all the natural splendour, there
are two stand-out landscapes;
the Waimea Canyon rivals the
Grand Canyon for awe-inspiring
backdrops while the Na Pali
coastline is basically Jurassic Park
but without the dinosaurs.

Na Pali Coast, Kauai

ISL AND OF HAWAII
This is the biggest and youngest
island in the archipelago. And
it’s still growing. You have all
the natural features of a volcanic
wonderland like shield volcanoes,
relentlessly flowing lava, blacksand beaches and frozen-in-time
rock flows, but the east of the
island is surprisingly lush. Hawaii
is also a cultural and heritage
hot spot that is scattered with
historic parks, royal grounds and
sacred places; visit Puuhonua o
Honaunau to see all three.
kuoni.co.uk/hawaii

Upper Waikani Falls, Maui

Bo Kaap

Waikiki
Bo Kaap
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OUR FAVOURITE
THINGS TO DO
Our must-do ex per iences
in t he Hawaii island s
DISCOVER OAHU’S SOMBRE PA ST
AT PEARL HARBOUR
Learn about Hawaii’s part in the Pacific War
– a theatre of World War II between the Allies
and Japan – with a visit to the active military
base of Pearl Harbour. See the Battleship
Missouri Memorial and the USS Arizona
Memorial.
START YOUR DAY AT THE
‘HOUSE OF THE RISING SUN’
Seeing the sun rise from the peak of Haleakalā,
a massive shield volcano on the island of Maui,
is unforgettable. You’ll have to set off early
as it takes at least two hours to reach the top.
You’ll also need a permit which can be prebooked online up to 60 days before your visit.
SEE THE WAIME A C ANYON,
K AUAI’S NATUR AL WONDER
WHERE TO STAY
Hawaii’s hotels are a mix of beachfront icons, secluded romantic
retreats and contemporary oceanside resorts

WESTIN MOANA SURFRIDER,
OAHU
BEST FOR: WAIKIKI BAY
HERITAGE

WESTIN HAPUNA BE ACH,
HAWAII
BEST FOR: MODERN
BEACHFRONT ST YLE

This legendary Honolulu hotel has
welcomed royalty and many other
prestigious guests through its
doors for over 100 years.

Fresh, modern and scenically
spectacular are just a few words
you could use to describe this
beachside resort. The views over
the gardens, pools and ocean
beyond really have the wow factor.

THE PL ANTATION INN, MAUI
BEST FOR: HAWAIIAN CHARM
This charming and atmospheric
boutique hotel gives you a real
sense of place and is a great base
as you explore Maui.

QUEEN K APIOL ANI HOTEL,
OAHU
BEST FOR: DIAMOND HEAD
VIEWS

KO’A KE A , K AUAI
BEST FOR: A HONEYMOON
HIDEAWAY

Life is about enjoying the cool and
quirky style and the uninterrupted
views of Diamond Head at this
landmark Waikiki hotel.

A romantic hotel that’s centred on
a freeform pool, lava rock hot tub
and thatched beach bar.

See our full range of Hawaii
accommodation at:

In a state that’s got more than its fair share of
natural wonders, Kauai’s ‘Grand Canyon of the
Pacific’ is one of the most beautiful. Caused
partly by the collapse of a volcano and partly
through wind and water erosion, the canyon
exposes Kauai’s geological past.
WATCH THE L AVA FLOWING THROUGH
VOLCANOES NATIONAL PARK
The Island of Hawaii is home to the
archipelago’s most famous national park
where you can see steaming craters, historic
lava flows and one of the world’s most active
volcanoes – Kilauea.

HOW TO SEE HAWAII
This suggested itinerary features all four of
Hawaii’s main islands and can be tailored to
include the accommodation and experiences of
your choice:
Hawaii Island Hopping p98

kuoni.co.uk/hawaii/hotels

Call 01306 747000 | www.kuoni.co.uk
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Include
these hotels
on our Hawaii
Island Hopping
itineraries
p98

Princeville Resort, Kauai

Hotel Wailea, Maui
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HERITAGE &
LUXURY: HAWAII’S
BEST HOTELS
Step back in time to t he heyday of Hawaiian travel
at Wai k i k i ’s pin k pa lace, g rab a Mai Tai and t a ke in
t he drama of sunset over Kauai ’s nor t her n coa st or
treat yourself to some Relais & Château x indu lgence
in Maui. Our handpicked hotels showca se t he
wonders of t his island st ate and t hey do it in st yle.

ICONIC WAIKIKI DIGS
WHERE? The Royal Hawaiian –
A Luxury Collection Hotel, Oahu
If you stay at the ‘Pink Palace of
the Pacific’ be prepared for a spot
of nostalgia: the Royal Hawaiian
is a 90-year-old icon of Waikiki’s
hotel strip, Kalakaua Avenue.
It stands out from its glistening
high-rise neighbours on the main
sweeping stretch of sand thanks
to the rosy Moorish architecture.
You can’t beat sipping on a
gloriously kitsch cocktail at the
Mai Tai Bar and watching life
unfold on the sand and waves out
front, or escaping to a shaded
pagoda in the spa’s tropical
gardens for an island-inspired
Lomi Lomi massage.
BREATHTAKING BAY VIEWS
WHERE? Princeville Resort,
Kauai

The Royal Hawaiian – A Luxury Collection Hotel, Oahu

Call 01306 747000 | www.kuoni.co.uk

When your day begins with a cup
of Kona coffee and views of the
sweeping Hanalei Bay, you know
it’s going to be a good one. The
Jurassic Park backdrops of the Nā
Pali Coast are virtually on your
doorstep and you can go kayaking,
surfing or stand-up paddleboarding
right from the hotel’s beach.
Evenings rival mornings here,
especially if you head to Makana
Terrace for a sunset dinner.

VALLEY ISLE HIDEAWAY
WHERE? Hotel Wailea, Maui
This Relais & Châteaux hillside
hideaway is so good it tops tons
of ‘world’s best hotel’ lists. It’s
adults-only and there are just
72 suites, so there’s a real sense
of exclusivity and privacy. There
are hidden-away nooks, private
gazebos, tree-shaded orchards
and cosy fire pits as well as sea
views at almost every turn. Even
the fitness studio has the wow
factor; if 180-degree views over
the gardens and towards the
Pacific beyond aren’t a good
enough reason to work out we
don’t know what is. Down by
the shore – which is reached by
eco-friendly Tesla cars – there are
staff on hand to give you towels,
bottled water and umbrellas, and
you can rent paddleboards and
kayaks to explore the region’s
glorious coastline.
Upgrade to these world-class
hotels on our Hawaii Island
Hopping Self-Drive (p98).
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INSPIRED? W H AT N E X T
We’ve inspired you to ex perience
the wonders of the USA – so
what’s next? The following pages
showcase a handpicked selection
of our suggested rail journeys and
self-drives with recommended
hotels and some suggested
sightseeing. They’re a star ting
point: ta ke them as they are or
go to town shaping your own
advent ure.

Where to start

Make it your own

Whether you’ve never set foot in the USA and
you’re not sure where to head ﬁrst or you’re
a seasoned visitor looking for your next
great adventure, the features on pages 12
to 58 are there to inspire you. Once you’ve
got something in mind, take a look at the
following suggested itineraries and check
out the ‘why you’ll love it’ section. We’ve
also highlighted the best time to visit each
destination – a helpful tool if you can only
travel at a particular time of the year.

The duration, accommodation and unique
experiences we’ve suggested are based on
our experience and customer feedback –
but these aren’t set in stone. Each itinerary
suggests ways you can change it; if you
don’t see the holiday you have in mind,
we can help you create it. In addition to
these journeys, we can arrange singleC ACNAANDAAD A
city trips or theme park holidays, pair US
destinations with Caribbean islands and
tailor stopovers for places further afield.

THE JOURNE Y IS PART OF

Seattle
Seattle

THE ADVENTURE

NORTH
NORTH
DAKOTA
DAKOTA

Medora
Medora

MONTANA
MONTANA

WASHINGTON
WASHINGTON

Billings
Billings

Portland
Portland
OREGON
OREGON

SOUTH
SOUTH
DAKOTA
DAKOTA

Yellowstone
Yellowstone
N. P.
N. P.

Newport
Newport

Grand
Grand
Teton
Teton
N. P.
N. P.
Mount
Mount
Rushmore
Rushmore

Boise
Boise
IDAHO
IDAHO

WYOMING
WYOMING

Twin
Twin
Falls
Falls

SELF-DRIVE
The USA is the home of the road trip. There’s
something special about taking to the open
road and stopping whenever you like. Our
suggested self-drives typically include ﬂights,
car hire and accommodation. Any sightseeing
we mention is just a suggestion, but we can
pre-book excursions, theme park passes and
The Sightseeing Pass as part of your holiday.

U SUAS A

NATIONAL PARKS
Utah and Arizona’s national parks
protect some of the country’s most
spectacular landscapes
Napa
Napa
Valley
Valley
SanSan
Francisco
Francisco

NEVADA
NEVADA

Salt
Salt
Lake
Lake
City
City
Denver
Denver
UTAH
UTAH

Moab
Moab

CALIFORNIA
CALIFORNIA

Flagsta
Flagsta
ﬀ ﬀ
Sedona
Sedona
Santa
Santa
Barbara
Barbara
ARIZONA
ARIZONA
LosLos
Angeles
Angeles
Palm
Palm
Springs
Springs
Scottsdale
Scottsdale
Phoenix
Phoenix
SanSan
Diego
Diego

AMTR AK TR AINS
Amtrak, the USA’s main rail service, has a wide
choice of routes from city-to-city to longdistance; and we can book any journey you
wish. If you don’t drive or you’re only planning
on visiting the big cities of the East Coast,
it’s a great way to travel. Stations are usually
centrally located and you can walk or take a
short taxi ride to the main hotels.
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COLORADO
COLORADO

Yosemite
Yosemite
N. P.
N. P.Bryce
Bryce
Canyon
Canyon
N. P.
N. P.
Zion
Zion
N. P.
N. P.
Monument
Monument
Valley
Valley
Page
Page
LasLas
Vegas
Vegas
Grand
Grand
Canyon
Canyon
N. P.
N. P.
Death
Death
Valley
Valley
N. P.
N. P.
Albuquerque
Albuquerque

NEW
NEW
MEXICO
MEXICO

PACIFIC
PACIFIC
OCEAN
OCEAN

PACIFIC COAST HIGHWAY

MM
E XEIXCIOC O

Follow Route 1 and see the beauty of
central California’s glorious coastline
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SUGGESTED ITINER ARIES
East Coast Highlights by Rail
Be inspired p14

62

Best of New England Self-Drive
Be inspired p18

64

Music Roots of the
Deep South Self-Drive
Be inspired p24
Historic Route 66 Self-Drive
Be inspired p40

Massachusetts Whale Trail
Self-Drive
Be inspired p16

Best of Arizona Self-Drive
Be inspired p40

86

76

SoCal & Arizona Desert Self-Drive
Be inspired p44

88

78

66

Colorado High & Mighty Self-Drive 80
Be inspired p42

Discover New England Self-Drive
Be inspired p16

68

82

Capital Region Self-Drive
Be inspired p20

70

Seven-State Rocky Mountain
Self-Drive
Be inspired p42

South Florida Explorer Self-Drive
Be inspired p26

72

Utah’s Parks and Canyons
Self-Drive
Be inspired p40

84

California’s Classic Ocean Self-Drive 90
Be inspired p46
Taste the West Self-Drive
Be inspired p44 & p46

92

Oregon Scenic Self-Drive
Be inspired p50

94

The Paciﬁ c Northwest Self-Drive
Be inspired p50

96

Hawaii Island Hopping
Be inspired p56

98

MINNESOTA
MINNESOTA
MAINE
MAINE

Green
Green
Mountains
Mountains

WISCONSIN
WISCONSIN

VERMONT
VERMONT

BarBar
Harbor
Harbor
White
Mountains
White
Mountains
Portland
NEW
NEW Portland

MICHIGAN
MICHIGAN

IOWA
IOWA

HAMPSHIRE
HAMPSHIRE

NEW
NEW
YORK
YORK

MASSACHUSETTS
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A paradise island surrounded
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Autumn in New England is a riot of
reds, oranges and yellows as the
leaves change
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A NOTE ON PRICE
Call us for up-to-date prices for our suggested
itineraries or any other trip you would like
us to create for you. The cost of your holiday
depends on the time of year you travel, how
long you go for and your preferred airlines,
hotels and experiences. Prices will rise during
peak seasons like autumn in New England
and the American summer holidays (June to
August). When and wherever you choose to
travel, you’ll have round-the-clock telephone
support from our team of holiday reps in
Cancun who will be on your time zone.

KeyKey
West
West

61

USA

East Coast Highlights by Rail

EAST COAST HIGHLIGHTS BY RAIL
Discover enchanting history in Washington D.C. and Boston, awe-inspiring New York and the underrated
but equally special Philadelphia. On this Eastern Seaboard itinerary you’ll travel by Amtrak trains, so you
can avoid navigating busy cities by car. Stay in luxury hotels and enjoy business class seats on board.

Brooklyn Bridge, New York City

WHY YOU’LL LOVE THIS SELF-DRIVE
SUGGESTED ROUTE 9 NIGHTS FROM WASHINGTON D.C.
DAY 1: WASHINGTON D.C. See the monuments and soak
up the cool vibes in the US capital. Stay 2 nights at Four
Seasons Hotel Washington, D.C..
DAY 3: PHILADELPHIA Discover the artsy and foodie sides
of lesser-visited Philadelphia. Stay 2 nights at The RitzCarlton Philadelphia.
DAY 5: NEW YORK See the classic sights and explore
Manhattan’s and Brooklyn’s neighbourhoods. Stay 3 nights
at Park Hyatt New York.
DAY 8: BOSTON Experience red-brick history and charm
in the birthplace of the American Revolution. Stay 2 nights
at Four Seasons Hotel Boston.
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• Visit the iconic white monuments of Washington D.C.
•	Browse the boutiques and food stalls of Philadelphia, and see the
famous cracked Liberty Bell
•	Live life like a New York local in Brooklyn’s laid-back Williamsburg
neighbourhood
• Stroll around Boston’s gorgeous leafy parks like Boston Common
• Get to your hotels quickly and easily from centrally located stations
WHEN TO GO
•	September to November is a great time to visit the USA Capital
Region as the summer crowds disappear and temperatures are cooler
•	New York is busiest and hottest from July to August, and winter
temperatures can get very cold – we recommend travelling from April
to June or September to early November
•	The most popular time to visit Boston and New England is during the
autumn ‘leaf-peeping’ season

In store | Selected John Lewis & Par tners | In travel agents
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USA

MAKE IT YOUR OWN
We’ve crafted this itinerary based on our own experiences and customers’ feedback. It’s fully ﬂ exible, so talk to us and we can
create your perfect trip.
WHERE TO STAY

UNIQUE EXPERIENCES

HOW LONG

ANOTHER STOP

We’ve handpicked Four Seasons
Hotel Boston for views over
beautiful Boston Common and
The Ritz-Carlton Philadelphia,
a grand downtown retreat in a
former bank building which was
built to resemble the Pantheon.
These cities have loads of
choice, so you can tweak this
itinerary to suit your budget.

See D.C.’s Smithsonian
Museums, cross Brooklyn
Bridge and enjoy walking tours
through NYC neighbourhoods
like SoHo, Chinatown and Little
Italy. Watch a baseball game at
Boston Red Sox’s Fenway Park.
The Sightseeing Pass includes
some of these – it’s available in
D.C., Philadelphia and NYC.

NYC is super diverse,
particularly for first-timers, so
we recommend at least three
nights here. Spend an extra day
in D.C. for more monuments
and museums. If you have time
for day trips, catch the ferry
from Boston to Provincetown
on Cape Cod or take a local
train to Gloucester or Plymouth.

Head to Baltimore for laidback waterfront living; check
out Pittsburgh’s charming
scenery; discover the ‘Windy
City’ of Chicago on Lake
Michigan’s shores; or visit
Buffalo in upstate New York to
see Niagara Falls. The Amtrak
network is huge, so it’s easy to
add one or more of these cities.

See more of our USA self-drives: kuoni.co.uk/usa/self-drives

DOMINIQUE ANSEL BAKERY
Head to SoHo in NYC and queue
up for a Cronut
THE FREEDOM TR AIL
See Boston’s highlights along this
red-brick route, on your own or
with a tour

NEW YORK
MASSACHUSETTS

THE ‘ROCK Y STEPS’

Boston

Recreate the famous Rocky scene
on the Philadelphia Museum of
Art’s 72 stone steps
PENNSYLVANIA

New York City
NEW JERSEY

Philadelphia

Washington D.C.

ATLANTIC OCEAN
VIRGINIA

MONUMENTS BY NIGHT
Hop on the bus tour included in
The Sightseeing Pass to see D.C.’s
moonlit marble

Call 01306 747000 | www.kuoni.co.uk

A NOTE ON PRICE
Each city has hotels to suit most
budgets. Standard class Amtrak
tickets are also available. Peak
seasons are spring and autumn; July
and August are better value. D.C. and
Boston can be cheaper at weekends.
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Best of New England

BEST OF NEW ENGLAND
This is where old-world charm, tales of the past and dramatic coastal backdrops meet. This self-drive
ticks off New England’s not-to-be-missed highlights: Boston’s heritage, New Hampshire’s mountains,
Maine’s ruggedly beautiful shoreline and Cape Cod’s blissful beaches and sun-bleached nautical style.

SUGGESTED ROUTE 12 NIGHT S FROM BOSTON
DAY 1: BOSTON Begin your
holiday in Boston, a city full of
Revolutionary heritage. Stay 2
nights at DoubleTree by Hilton
Boston - Downtown.
DAY 3: JACKSON Head inland
towards New Hampshire’s
White Mountains, home to
Mount Washington, the North
East’s highest mountain.
Stay 2 nights at Christmas
Farm Inn & Spa.

DAY 5: PORTLAND Cross into
Maine and return to the coast
for a night in up-and-coming
Portland. Treat yourself to
dinner at one of the waterfront
seafood joints. Stay at Hyatt
Place Portland Old Port.

DAY 8: KENNEBUNKPORT
Begin your journey back south,
visiting a few of New England’s
famous lighthouses on your
way to Kennebunkport. Stay at
The Nonantum Resort.

DAY 6: BAR HARBOR

DAY 9: GLOUCESTER Step
back in time in Gloucester,

Spend two nights on Maine’s
Mount Desert Island and
explore Acadia National Park.
Stay 2 nights at Bluenose Inn a Bar Harbor Hotel.

one of the region’s oldest
cities and the inspiration for
Rudyard Kipling’s book, Captain
Courageous. Stay at Ocean
House Hotel at Bass Rocks.

DAY 10: FALMOUTH On
your way to Cape Cod, visit
Salem which is known for its
17th-Century witch trials,
and Plymouth: the site of
the first Pilgrim settlement.
Spend the next couple of days
exploring the Cape’s beaches
and enchanting coastal towns,
or take the ferry across to
Martha’s Vineyard. Stay 3
nights at the Inn on the Square.

Portland Head Light, Maine

WHY YOU’LL LOVE THIS SELF-DRIVE

WHEN TO GO

•	Follow the heritage-rich Freedom Trail, a 2½-mile walking route that
takes in Boston’s numerous historic sites

•	The most popular time to visit New England is during the autumn ‘leaf
peeping’ season; although nature doesn’t run to a strict timetable, the
leaves are usually at peak vibrancy in early to mid-October

• Stay in New England inns that are bursting with character
• Take the cog railway up to the peak of Mount Washington
•	Soak up Acadia National Park’s awesome coastal views
•	Visit Cape Cod’s beautiful beaches, iconic lighthouses and
full-of-charm towns
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•	Summers can get very busy along the whole New England coast but
particularly in Cape Cod
•	Spring is known as the ‘mud season’ due to the snow thaw; inns may
close during this time. Any seasonal roads usually open in mid-April

In store | Selected John Lewis & Par tners | In travel agents
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USA

MAKE IT YOUR OWN
We’ve crafted this self-drive based on our own experiences and our customers’ feedback. It’s fully ﬂ exible, so talk to us
and we can create your perfect trip.
WHERE TO STAY

UNIQUE EXPERIENCES

HOW LONG

ANOTHER STOP

The hotels featured really give
you a sense of place. They
are mostly independently run
boutique inns, and while they’re
not ultra-luxurious, they have
oodles of New England appeal.
There are a handful of high-end
hotels you can upgrade to such
as the Chatham Bars Inn on
Cape Cod and the Taj Boston.

There are plenty of things to do
on this round trip from Boston.
A few of our favourites include
taking the cog railway to the
peak of Mount Washington,
driving Acadia’s Park Loop
Road and heading over the
water to the upmarket vacation
spots of Martha’s Vineyard and
Nantucket from Falmouth.

We’ve included three nights
in Falmouth to give you time
to explore Cape Cod and the
nearby islands but there’ll
definitely be enough to do
if you want to extend your
time here. Another night
or two in Bar Harbor is also
recommended, especially if
you like hiking.

There are so many other
destinations you can add to
this itinerary. These include
the towns and cities of
Connecticut and Rhode Island,
Massachusetts’s beautiful
Berkshires and even the iconic
eastern USA cities of New York
(p14), Washington D.C. and
Philadelphia (p20).

See more of our USA suggested itineraries: kuoni.co.uk/usa/selfdrives

M AM
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MOUNTAIN R AILWAY
Take the steeply ascending cog
railway to the peak of Mount
Washington for far-reaching vistas

BarBar
Harbor
Harbor

ACADIA NATIONAL PARK

Mount
Mount
Washington
Washington
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Jackson
Jackson
NEW
NEW
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Explore miles of coastline,
woodlands and lakes and scale
magnificent granite mountains

Portland
Portland

Kennebunkport
Kennebunkport

Gloucester
Gloucester
MASSACHUSETTS
MASSACHUSETTS

Boston
Boston

Falmouth
Falmouth

ATLANTIC
ATLANTIC
OCEAN
OCEAN

THE FREEDOM TR AIL
The best way to see Boston’s
historic highlights is by following
the red-brick Freedom Trail
THE CAPE
Cape Cod is the sun-kissed
vacation destination of choice for
East Coast city dwellers

Call 01306 747000 | www.kuoni.co.uk

A NOTE ON PRICE
July to August and mid-September to
October are the peak months; May
to June is usually better value. New
England’s inns always sell out for the
fall so book early.
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M a s s a c h u s e t t s W h a l e Tr a i l

MASSACHUSETTS WHALE TRAIL
See Massachusetts’s main highlights while learning about its whale-related history. Travel inland to the
beautiful Berkshires where Moby Dick author Herman Melville lived, and learn about the legacy of the
rightly abandoned whaling industry. You can spot whales on boat trips, and maybe even from the shore.

WHY YOU’LL LOVE THIS SELF-DRIVE
SUGGESTED ROUTE 9 NIGHT S FROM BOSTON

•	Catch a cruise from coastal towns on Cape Cod and Gloucester for the
chance to spot whales

DAY 1: BOSTON Soak up the city’s heritage and sights on
the famous Freedom Trail. Stay 2 nights at DoubleTree by
Hilton Boston - Downtown.

•	Stroll around the leafy parks and red-brick streets of charming Boston

DAY 3: FALMOUTH Relax in one of Cape Cod’s best
seaside towns. Stay 3 nights at Inn on the Square.
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•	Unwind on Falmouth’s white-sand beaches and catch the ferry over to
Martha’s Vineyard
• Pop into shops and cafés along the historic main street of Stockbridge
WHEN TO GO

DAY 6: STOCKBRIDGE See picturesque backdrops in this
small town in the Berkshires. Stay 2 nights at The Red
Lion Inn.

• Visit from May to October when whales can be spotted off the coast

DAY 8: GLOUCESTER See lighthouses and discover
fascinating fishing history in this coastal town on Cape
Ann. Stay 2 nights at Ocean House Hotel at Bass Rocks.

•	Summers can get very busy along the whole New England coast but
especially in Cape Cod

•	The most popular time to visit Boston, Massachusetts and the
Berkshires is during the autumn ‘leaf-peeping’ season

•	We don’t recommend visiting in the winter

In store | Selected John Lewis & Par tners | In travel agents
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USA

MAKE IT YOUR OWN
We’ve crafted this self-drive based on our own experiences and customers’ feedback. It’s fully ﬂ exible, so talk to us and we can
create your perfect trip.
WHERE TO STAY

UNIQUE EXPERIENCES

HOW LONG

ANOTHER STOP

There are plenty of good chain
hotels available, but we’ve
handpicked a great selection of
mostly boutique, independent
hotels which give a real flavour
of Massachusetts. We love
Ocean House Hotel at Bass
Rocks – it has a lovely outdoor
pool and an immaculate front
lawn overlooking the ocean.

Massachusetts is full of
lesser-visited gems. Explore
Gloucester, a historic fishing
port and the setting for The
Perfect Storm, or head to MASS
MoCA (Massachusetts Museum
of Contemporary Art) in North
Adams – this converted factory
complex has galleries and
performing arts spaces.

Falmouth is a great base for
seeing more of Massachusetts,
so we recommend spending
extra time here. Drive to
Plymouth or Hyannis, or catch
the ferry to the chic islands
of Martha’s Vineyard and
Nantucket. Extend your stay in
the Berkshires to hike some of
the famous Appalachian Trail.

The rest of Massachusetts is
easily accessible from each stop
on this itinerary, so you don’t
necessarily need to add more.
If you’re a sports fan, visit
Springfield for the basketball
hall of fame. It’s also easy to
take the train, drive or fly to
other cities like New York.

See more of our USA self-drives: kuoni.co.uk/usa/self-drives

MAYFLOWER ANNIVERSARY
Join in the celebrations of the
400-year anniversary of the ship’s
arrival into Plymouth

APPAL ACHIAN TR AIL
Enjoy a day-hike across a section
of this scenic hilly route in
the Berkshires

VERMONT

NEW HAMPSHIRE

Gloucester
Stockbridge
MASSACHUSETTS

Boston

MARTHA’S VINEYARD

CONNECTICUT
NEW YORK

New Bedford
Falmouth

Hop on a ferry from Falmouth to
explore this exclusive island
for the day

ATLANTIC OCEAN
NEW BEDFORD WHALING MUSEUM
Learn about the history of whaling, 45
minutes’ drive from Falmouth

Call 01306 747000 | www.kuoni.co.uk

A NOTE ON PRICE
July to August and mid-September
to October are peak travel months;
May to June is usually better value.
Book early for leaf-peeping season.

67

USA

Dis cover N ew England S elf- D rive

DISCOVER NEW ENGLAND SELF-DRIVE
This itinerary shows you most of New England’s main highlights. Stop off in the Berkshires, a popular
holiday haunt for Boston’s and New York’s elite since the 1800s; discover glorious mountains in New
Hampshire and green scenery in Vermont; and savour stunning sea views in Newport, Rhode Island.

SUGGESTED ROUTE 14 NIGHT S FROM BOSTON
DAY 1: BOSTON Enjoy a couple
of nights in this attractive and
historic New England city.
Stay 2 nights at DoubleTree by
Hilton Boston - Downtown.
DAY 3: KENNEBUNKPORT
Unwind on lovely white-sand
beaches in this coastal town in
Maine. Stay at The Nonantum
Resort.
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DAY 3: BAR HARBOR Soak up
views over Frenchman’s Bay
from this picturesque coastal
town on Mount Desert Island in
Maine. Stay 2 nights at Bluenose
Inn - a Bar Harbor Hotel.
DAY 6: JACKSON Admire the
green landscapes in this small
town tucked in New Hampshire’s
White Mountains. Stay 2 nights
at Christmas Farm Inn & Spa.

DAY 8: VERGENNES Visit the
pretty Vergennes Fall Park
during your two-night stay in
Vermont. Stay 2 nights at Basin
Harbor Club.
DAY 10: STOCKBRIDGE This
small town in the Berkshires
has historic homes and a
charming main street. Stay at
The Red Lion Inn.

DAY 11: NEWPORT Lap up chic
seaside vibes at the yachtfilled harbour in one of Rhode
Island’s most well-known cities.
Stay 2 nights at Newport Beach
Hotel & Suites.
DAY 11: FALMOUTH Browse
friendly local cafés and head
to Cape Cod’s superb beaches.
Stay 2 nights at Inn on the
Square.

WHY YOU’LL LOVE THIS SELF-DRIVE

WHEN TO GO

•	Hop on the ferry to beautiful Martha’s Vineyard
from Falmouth or hit Cape Cod’s beaches

•	Visit during autumn to see the beautiful fall foliage throughout
New England

•	Follow the Ocean Drive or the Cliff Walk and
visit the breathtaking mansions in Newport

•	Whales can be spotted off the coast from May to October – cruises
depart from towns like Kennebunkport, Boston and Bar Harbor

•	Relax by the waterfront in Bar Harbor on Maine’s Mount Desert
Island, a gateway to the awe-inspiring Acadia National Park

•	We recommend travelling to Cape Cod from April to June or early
September, to escape the crowds during the busier summer and
leaf-peeping months

In store | Selected John Lewis & Par tners | In travel agents

Dis cover N ew England S elf- D rive

USA

MAKE IT YOUR OWN
We’ve crafted this self-drive based on our own experiences and customers’ feedback. It’s fully ﬂ exible, so talk to us and
we can create your perfect trip.
WHERE TO STAY

UNIQUE EXPERIENCES

HOW LONG

ANOTHER STOP

Good-value chain hotels are
easy to find but we’ve selected
some wonderful boutique
places which give you a taste
of New England. We love The
Red Lion Inn at the heart of
Stockbridge – it’s right on the
main street and its elegant
dining room serves food from
local farms.

New England is full of
fantastic things to do, with
some especially cool spots in
Newport. Taste the incredible
seafood with a delicious hot
lobster roll at the Lobster Bar,
or cruise around the historic
harbour on the Rum Runner
II, built during the height of
Prohibition in 1929.

This is a long itinerary but
there’s plenty more to see.
Spend an extra night in
Boston to see the Red Sox’s
Fenway Park; hike some
of the Appalachian Trail in
the Berkshires; or see the
cobblestone streets and cute
beach cottages of Nantucket
with a day trip from Falmouth.

For great food head to Portland,
Maine – it has been named the
USA’s top foodie city. We also
love Connecticut – there’s Yale
University in New Haven or the
captivating seaport town of
Mystic, where The Mayflower II
replica is being restored for the
400th anniversary of
The Mayflower sailing.

See more of our USA self-drives: kuoni.co.uk/usa/self-drives

VERMONT ROUTE 100
Drive this scenic highway which stretches
nearly the entire length of the state

Stowe

MAINE

Bar Harbor

Vergennes

BEN & JERRY’S
Take a tour of the much-loved
ice cream brand’s factory
near Stowe in Vermont

Jackson

VERMONT

NEW
HAMPSHIRE

Kennebunkport

North Adams
MASSACHUSETTS

Stockbridge

Boston

Falmouth
Newport

‘GILDED AGE’ MANSIONS
Visit The Breakers in Newport, an
Italian Renaissance-style property
built by the Vanderbilts

Call 01306 747000 | www.kuoni.co.uk

ATLANTIC
OCEAN

NORTH ADAMS
Visit Massachusetts Museum of
Contemporary Art (MASS MoCA),
a creatively converted factory

A NOTE ON PRICE
July to August and mid-September to
October are the peak months; MayJune is usually better value. New
England’s inns always sell out for the
fall so book early.
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C apit al Region S elf- D rive

CAPITAL REGION SELF-DRIVE
The capital’s corridors of power are the starting point for this self-drive, a trip that takes you back in
time to the birth of a nation. Tales of early colonial sett lers come alive in Williamsburg and things take
a Revolutionary turn in Yorktown before you return to Washington D.C. along the Atlantic coast.

SUGGESTED ROUTE 8 NIGHT S FROM WA SHINGTON D.C .
DAY 1: WASHINGTON D.C.
Start your holiday in America’s
capital city, full of epic
memorials and monuments.
Stay 2 nights at Capital Hilton.
DAY 3: SHENANDOAH
NATIONAL PARK Explore this
picturesque national park,
home to a range of wildlife
including black bears and deer.
Stay at Big Meadows Lodge.

DAY 4: CHARLOTTESVILLE
Head to the foothills of the
Blue Ridge Mountains for
this charming city, known for
its sprawling vineyards and
cycling trails. Stay at Omni
Charlottesville.
DAY 5: WILLIAMSBURG
Be sure to visit the Colonial
Williamsburg living-history
museum – it’s part of the
famous Historic Triangle of
Virginia, which also includes

Jamestown and Yorktown and is
linked by the Colonial Parkway.
Stay at Kingsmill Resort.
DAY 6: VIRGINIA BEACH
Lap up the laid-back vibes
at this popular coastal city,
home to a three-mile-long
boardwalk lined with shops and
restaurants. Stay at Sheraton
Oceanfront.
DAY 7: OCEAN CITY Spend a
day in Maryland’s only coastal

community, stretched along
ten miles of beautiful beach
and known as the White Marlin
Capital of the World. Stay at
Hilton Ocean City Oceanfront
Suites.
DAY 8: BALTIMORE Discover
the maritime history of ‘Charm
City’, including the historic
seaport of Inner Harbor and
star-shaped Fort McHenry just
across the water. Stay at Revival
at Mount Vernon Place.

Lincoln Memorial, Washington D.C.

WHY YOU’LL LOVE THIS ITINER ARY

WHEN TO GO

• Visit Washington D.C.’s national monuments and prestigious
Smithsonian museums

• September to November is a great time to visit the USA Capital
Region as the summer crowds disappear and temperatures are cooler

• Drive Shenandoah National Park’s 105-mile Skyline Drive or hike part
of the epic Appalachian Trail

• You can see the fall foliage around Shenandoah National Park and the
Blue Ridge Mountains from mid-October to early November

• Immerse yourself in 18th-Century life at Colonial Williamsburg

• Washington D.C. is pretty in the spring – the National Cherry Blossom
Festival usually takes place from late March to mid-April

• Hear stories of early English settlers and the American Revolution in
Jamestown and Yorktown
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• July and August is the busiest time along the coast

In store | Selected John Lewis & Par tners | In travel agents
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USA

MAKE IT YOUR OWN
We’ve crafted this self-drive based on our own experiences and customers’ feedback. It’s fully ﬂ exible, so talk to us and
we can create your perfect trip.
WHERE TO STAY

UNIQUE EXPERIENCES

HOW LONG

ANOTHER STOP

Accommodation in Shenandoah
is very basic – choose
something further away from
the park if you’re looking
for more comfort (and are
prepared to drive more).
Washington D.C. is full of
upscale luxury hotels, like the
award-winning Four Seasons
Hotel in historic Georgetown.

Washington D.C.’s monuments
look spectacular at night – it’s
a safe city so you can explore
by yourself or easily find a tour.
The 17 Smithsonian Museums
are all free and suitable for
different interests – the Air
& Space Museum houses the
Apollo 11 re-entry capsule.

We’d recommend at least two
nights in Washington D.C. to
experience the monuments
and Smithsonian Museums in
more depth. Or you could see
more of Virginia – cross the
Potomac River to Alexandria for
its red-brick old town and the
boutiques of King Street.

After ending your holiday in
Baltimore you could easily add
on other eastern USA cities. Try
a famous Philly Cheesesteak
and spend time browsing
galleries in the old City of
Philadelphia; or unearth some
of the lesser-known hipster
haunts in New York City.

See more of our USA self-drives: kuoni.co.uk/usa/selfdrives

NATUR AL HISTORY
Discover enchanting artefacts at
the world’s most visited natural
history museum
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COLONIAL WILLIAMSBURG
Experience 18th-Century life at
the world’s largest living
history museum
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NATIONAL PARK DRIVE
Pass through forests and enjoy
the views in Shenandoah National
Park’s Blue Ridge Mountains
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JEFFERSON’S MONTICELLO
Explore the grounds of Monticello,
the beautiful home of the USA’s
third President

Call 01306 747000 | www.kuoni.co.uk

A NOTE ON PRICE
July to August is peak season in
Virginia; April to May and midSeptember to October are usually
better value, as is arriving into D.C.
on the weekend.
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S outh Florida E xplorer S elf- D rive

SOUTH FLORIDA EXPLORER
Our Sunshine State itinerary is great for families or grown-ups, but it’s more than just thrilling
theme parks. Enjoy scenic driving and laid-back spots, from awesome west- and east-coast sands
to al fresco South Beach dining.

SUGGESTED ROUTE 10 NIGHT S FROM MIAMI
DAY 1: MIAMI Discover the
city’s boutique-lined streets
and glittering South Beach
nightlife. Stay 2 nights at
Cadillac Hotel & Beach Club.
DAY 3: KEY WEST Go diving and
snorkelling in this segment of
the Florida Keys, known for its
coral reef and pastel-coloured
houses. Stay at Perry Key West.

DAY 4: NAPLES Continue to
this chic spot and visit the pier,
a popular place for fishing and
dolphin-spotting. It’s also great
for shopping or a round of golf.
Stay at The Inn on Fifth.

with great oceanfront dining.
Stay at Sheraton Sand Key.

DAY 5: CLEARWATER Head
to the three-mile stretch of

DAY 6: ORLANDO Head to
Universal Orlando Resort™
or Walt Disney World Resort
for incredible roller coasters
and cool water parks. Go
downtown for theatres, bars

powdery sands at Clearwater
Beach, a family-friendly spot

and restaurants. Stay 3 nights
at Caribe Royale Resort.

DAY 9: FORT LAUDERDALE
Explore the city’s famous inland
waterways and wander the
wide beachfront path to soak
up the sea views. Stay 2 nights
at Sonesta Fort Lauderdale.

Seven Mile Bridge, Florida Keys

WHY YOU’LL LOVE THIS SELF-DRIVE

WHEN TO GO

• See the quirky and colourful collection of buildings in the Miami Art
Deco District

• Florida is mostly warm year-round, although northern parts can be
cool in winter

• Lap up panoramic ocean views as you drive down to Key West

• December to May is generally high season, especially further south,
as this is the dry season with warm and sunny days from March to
May in particular

• Step into scenes from famous films and spot your favourite characters
at Orlando’s theme parks
• Get your fix of winter sun with trips to the beach on both coasts
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• July to August brings high temperatures, increased humidity and
rainfall – there’s a risk of hurricanes from June to November
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S outh Florida E xplorer S elf- D rive

USA

MAKE IT YOUR OWN
We’ve crafted this self-drive based on our own experiences and customers’ feedback. It’s fully ﬂ exible, so talk to us and
we can create your perfect trip.
WHERE TO STAY

UNIQUE EXPERIENCES

HOW LONG

ANOTHER STOP

We’ve picked Miami Beach as
it’s quieter and better value;
choose the livelier end of South
Beach to be nearer the Art
Deco architecture and nightlife.
Go for hotels within Orlando’s
theme parks for easy access
to the attractions and extra
benefits such as early entry.

We recommend buying The
Sightseeing Pass, available in
Orlando and Miami. Take a food
tour of Little Havana and visit
its traditional Cuban bars; go
window shopping along the
Lincoln Road Mall. Cruise down
US Highway 1 to Key West
to experience a chunk of this
famous USA drive.

Spend another night in Miami
to see more of the vibrant
culture or hit the beaches.
Relax a little longer in Naples
– post an Instagram or two at
Naples Pier as the sun sets.
Add a couple more nights in
Orlando to make the most of
the theme parks.

You can easily combine
this itinerary with a cruise,
departing from either Miami or
Fort Lauderdale – Miami isn’t
far from the Bahamas or other
Caribbean islands. For a change
of scenery from the beaches,
head north or extend in other
major cities like Washington
D.C., New York or Boston.

See more of our suggested USA self-drives: kuoni.co.uk/usa/self-drives

ATLANTIC
ATLANTIC
OCEAN
OCEAN

Orlando
Orlando

Clearwater
Clearwater

UNIVERSAL STUDIOS FLORIDA
Immerse yourself in the action
of your favourite movies and
television shows

F L OF R
LO
I DRAI D A

Naples
Naples
Fort
Fort
Lauerdale
Lauerdale
Miami
Miami

GULF COAST BEACHES
Relax on Florida’s calm west-coast
shores, ideal for swimming and
stand-up paddleboarding

Key
Key
West
West

Eclectic street art has transformed
this previously run-down Miami
neighbourhood

FLORIDA KEYS
SCENIC HIGHWAY
Chase the turquoise sea as you
drive the ‘Road to Paradise’

Call 01306 747000 | www.kuoni.co.uk

W YNWOOD

A NOTE ON PRICE
Dry season (December to May) is
high season for Florida. There is
significantly better value between
June and September due to the wet
season and risk of hurricanes.
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G e orgia & T he C arolina s S elf- D rive

GEORGIA & THE CAROLINAS
SELF-DRIVE
A genteel Deep South welcome awaits on this tri-state road trip. There’s a full-on start with an energetic
adventure in ever-growing Atlanta, but the pace slows as you head for North Carolina’s Blue Ridge
Mountains, South Carolina’s sun-kissed coast and the Antebellum mansion-lined streets of Savannah.

SUGGESTED ROUTE 12 NIGHT S FROM ATL ANTA
DAY 1: ATLANTA Start with a
couple of nights in Georgia’s
capital – it’s trendy and
surprisingly green. Stay 2
nights at Hotel Indigo
Atlanta Midtown.
DAY 3: ASHEVILLE Explore
this charming city in North
Carolina’s Blue Ridge
Mountains, known for its
historic architecture and

artsy vibes. Stay 2 nights at
Crowne Plaza Resort.

Myrtle Beach Resort.

Hilton Head Oceanfront.

DAY 5: CHARLOTTE Spend a
day in the high-rise commercial
hub of North Carolina. Stay at
Fairfield Inn & Suites Uptown.

DAY 7: CHARLESTON Spot
antebellum and Civil War
history in South Carolina’s
oldest city. Stay 2 nights at
Marriott Charleston.

DAY 10: SAVANNAH Get a
feel for this historic city from
the water. Stay 2 nights at B
Historic Savannah.

DAY 6: MYRTLE BEACH Spend
the day in this coastal city and
beach resort, at the heart of
South Carolina’s 60-mile-long
Grand Strand. Stay at Hilton

DAY 9: HILTON HEAD ISLAND
Discover golden-sand Atlantic
Ocean beaches at this scenic
spot, home to a red and white
striped lighthouse. Stay at Omni

DAY 12: ATHENS Finish in the
city which marks the start of
Georgia’s Antebellum Trail of
historic Civil War towns. Stay at
Hotel Indigo Athens.

Plantation House, South Carolina

WHY YOU’LL LOVE THIS SELF-DRIVE

WHEN TO GO

• Explore Atlanta where Civil War history meets the 21st Century

• W
 e recommend avoiding the summer months if possible – it gets very
busy and the weather can be very hot, sometimes with monsoon rains

• F ollow in the footsteps of the Vanderbilts at Asheville’s Biltmore
Estate and drive part of the Smoky Mountain’s Blue Ridge Trail
• S oak up South Carolina’s laid-back beach lifestyle in Myrtle Beach
and on Hilton Head Island
• E xperience quintessential southern hospitality in Savannah as you
walk under moss-covered trees and along cobblestone streets
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• S pring and autumn are great times to visit, with leaves coming into
bloom and then changing colour depending on the season
• W
 inter travel is possible but can be affected by winter conditions
(although temperatures will be milder in the south)
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USA

MAKE IT YOUR OWN
We’ve crafted this itinerary based on our own experiences and our customers’ feedback. It’s fully ﬂ exible, so talk to
us and we can create your perfect trip.
WHERE TO STAY

UNIQUE EXPERIENCES

HOW LONG

ANOTHER STOP

Many of the places we’ve
chosen are good-standard
3-4* chain hotels. Upgrade for
a little extra luxury on your
trip – we love the Belmond
Charleston Place, a red-brick
hotel full of chandeliers and
stately rooms.

Asheville is surrounded by
hidden gems. Visit the Wheels
Through Time Museum; choose
from over 250 waterfalls in
Transylvania County; see the
highest concentration of Art
Deco outside Miami; and pass
locations from Dirty Dancing
and The Last of the Mohicans as
you drive to Charlotte.

If you want to slow the pace
a bit, you could spend more
time in Atlanta, Savannah or
Charleston. The Omni Hilton
Head Oceanfront is a large
resort with excellent facilities,
so relaxing there for an extra
couple of nights would also be
good.

If you want to see another
place, we’d recommend
extending your holiday in
Nashville. Discover atmospheric
clubs and bars and fascinating
music museums like the
Country Music Hall of Fame. It’s
also an easy journey home from
here, as British Airways offer
direct flights back to London.

See more of our USA self-drives: kuoni.co.uk/usa/self-drives

THE BILTMORE ESTATE, ASHEVILLE

Nashville

Visit America’s largest privately owned
house, built by the Vanderbilt family in
the 19th Century

NORTH CAROLINA

Asheville

Charlotte

TENNESSEE

CHARLESTON FINE DINING
Enjoy romantic ‘white tablecloth
dining’ at one of the excellent
restaurants in Charleston

ALABAMA

Athens
Atlanta

SOUTH CAROLINA

Myrtle Beach

Charleston
GEORGIA

Savannah

Hilton Head Island

SAVANNAH’S HISTORIC DISTRICT
From River Street, explore an area
famous for its cobbled streets and
oak-shaded parks
FLORIDA

HILTON HEAD’S BEACHES
Explore 12 miles of beautiful,
powdery white sands along South
Carolina’s Atlantic Coast

Call 01306 747000 | www.kuoni.co.uk

ATLANTIC
OCEAN

A NOTE ON PRICE
Prices in spring and autumn reflect
how popular it is around these
seasons, especially Easter for
Savannah and Charleston.

75

USA

Music Roots of the Deep South

SUGGESTED ROUTE
12 NIGHT S FROM NA SHVILLE
DAY 1: NASHVILLE Begin your road
trip in Music City USA and catch some
live country music along Music Row.
Stay 2 nights at Holiday Inn Vanderbilt
Downtown.
DAY 3: TUPELO Travel onwards to
Tupelo, the birthplace of Elvis Presley.
Stay at Best Western Plus Tupelo Inn &
Suites.

MUSIC ROOTS
OF THE DEEP SOUTH
From Nashville where country singers entertain bar-hoppers
to the birthplace of jazz, New Orleans, this Mississippihugging self-drive gives you food for the soul and body.

DAY 4: MEMPHIS From country music
to the blues and rock ‘n’ roll: the next
stop is the city of Memphis. Stay 2
nights at The Guest House at Graceland.
DAY 6: VICKSBURG Drive south to
Vicksburg, a city filled with Civil War
heritage. Stay night at Corners Mansion
Inn.
DAY 7: NATCHEZ On your way to
riverside Natchez, join the end of the
Natchez Trace Parkway, which follows
the path of a historic trail followed
for hundreds of years. Stay at Natchez
Grand Hotel & Suites.
DAY 8: BATON ROUGE Cross into
Louisiana and follow the course of the
mighty Mississippi as you travel towards
the city of Baton Rouge. Stay at Indigo
Hotel Downtown.
DAY 9: LAFAYETTE Sample the Cajun
flavours of South Louisianan fare in
Lafayette. Stay at Holiday Inn & Suites
Lafayette North.
DAY 10: OAK ALLEY Spend the night on
a historic plantation in Vacherie. Walk
in the shade of the famous canopied
avenue of southern oak trees that
line a path between the house and
Mississippi. Stay at Oak Alley Plantation.
DAY 11: NEW ORLEANS Arrive in New
Orleans, the final stop on your journey.
Listen to live music in jazz joints along
Frenchman Street, share a po’boy
sandwich and explore beyond the iconic
French Quarter. Stay 2 nights at Chateau
LeMoyne French Quarter.

Frenchmen Street, New Orleans

WHY YOU’LL LOVE THIS SELF-DRIVE
• H ead to a 17th-Avenue honky-tonk bar in Nashville to hear some straight-fromthe-heart country songs
• Learn about the life of Elvis Presley in Tupelo and at his former Memphis home, Graceland
• Follow in the footsteps of iconic musicians through the doors of Sun Studio in Memphis
• Stay overnight on a historic sugar plantation before your visit to New Orleans,
the Birthplace of Jazz
WHEN TO GO
• We love visiting the Deep South in the spring before it gets too hot, humid and crowded
•	To soak up the cities at their most lively, travel in the summer. In Memphis, live music
spills out onto the street and free music events take place throughout the city
•	In the very deep south, the summer weather gets very hot and humid; hurricane
season can affect southern Louisiana from June to October
•	Winters are cooler but still tend to be relatively mild; this is a great time to travel if
you want to get away from the majority of the crowds
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USA

MAKE IT YOUR OWN
We’ve crafted this self-drive based on our own experiences and customers’ feedback. It’s fully ﬂ exible, so talk to us and
we can create your perfect trip.
WHERE TO STAY

UNIQUE EXPERIENCES

HOW LONG

ANOTHER STOP

All the hotels on this itinerary
are simple in style but a handful
are full of character. We love the
Antebellum-style architecture
of the Corners Mansion Inn
in Vicksburg and the cottages
at Oak Alley Plantation. In
Memphis, you can upgrade to
The Peabody, a historic hotel
known for its daily duck parade.

It’s not often that we’d
recommend visiting a tool shop,
but as the frozen-in-time Tupelo
Hardware Store is where Elvis’s
mother bought his ﬁrst guitar,
we’ve made an exception. In
Memphis, listen to live blues
music along Beale Street and
visit the thought-provoking
National Civil Rights Museum.

Two nights is the minimum
amount of time you should
spend in Nashville, Memphis
and New Orleans. If you prefer
one genre of music, spend
another night in the respective
city. You’ll have longer to find
cool live music venues, perhaps
seeing a star of the future
perform in an intimate venue.

Add this self-drive to a
trip around Georgia and
the Carolinas (p22) to create
an all-encompassing Deep
South holiday. Or make it a
round trip and follow the Civil
Rights Trail through Alabama
back to Nashville.

See more of our USA self-drives: kuoni.co.uk/usa/self-drives

COUNTRY MUSIC HALL OF FAME
Take a journey through the history and
hits of country music in Nashville’s most
popular museum
Nashville
TENNESSEE

GR ACEL AND, MEMPHIS
See the majestic mansion of
Graceland, the place Elvis called
home for 20 years

NORTH CAROLINA

Memphis
ARKANSAS

Tupelo
MISSISSIPPI

Vicksburg

ALABAMA

Natchez

GEORGIA

THE MISSISSIPPI

LOUISIANA

Lafayette
Oak Alley

NEW ORLEANS’S FRENCH QUARTER
Wander through the ‘Crown
Jewel of New Orleans’, the historic French Quarter

Call 01306 747000 | www.kuoni.co.uk

Baton Rouge
New Orleans

ATLANTIC

Follow the course of the winding
OCEAN
Mississippi River as you travel south
from Memphis to New Orleans

A NOTE ON PRICE
This route is popular from May to
September; winter can be better
value. Major events like Mardi Gras
in New Orleans and Nashville’s CMA
Fest will mean spikes in hotel prices.
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Historic Route 66 S elf- D rive

SUGGESTED ROUTE
17 NIGHT S FROM CHIC AGO
DAY 1: CHICAGO Explore this lakeside
city and make sure you see the Route
66 Begin sign. Stay 2 nights at Raffaello.
DAY 3: SPRINGFIELD (ILLINOIS)
Explore the hometown of President
Lincoln. Stay at Crowne Plaza
Springfield.

HISTORIC ROUTE 66
SELF-DRIVE
Step back in time to the golden age of road travel on one of
the world’s famous highways, Route 66. Your epic 2000-mile
journey will be full of kitsch and quirky Americana.

DAY 4: ST LOUIS See the iconic
Gateway Arch in the biggest Route
66 city between Chicago and LA. Stay
2 nights at Holiday Inn Downtown
Convention Center.
DAY 6: SPRINGFIELD (MISSOURI)
Discover original parts of the 1930s
road and drive past historic motels. Stay
at Best Western Rail Haven.
DAY 7: TULSA Pass into the Sooner
State and get a picture of the Route 66
Rising sculpture. Stay at Holiday Inn
Tulsa City Centre.
DAY 8: OKLAHOMA CITY Stop for the
night in the state capital of Oklahoma
and get some comfort food at the
historic Cheever’s Café. Stay at Best
Western Plus Saddleback Inn.
DAY 9: AMARILLO Route 66 passes
through the north of Texas and you’ll
stay a night in heritage-packed Amarillo.
Stay at Holiday Inn Express.
DAY 10: ALBUQUERQUE Cross over the
state line into New Mexico and learn
about native culture in Albuquerque.
Stay 2 nights at Best Western Plus Rio
Grande Inn.
DAY 12: FLAGSTAFF Spend a couple
of days exploring northern Arizona,
perhaps taking a detour to the Grand
Canyon and the town of Williams. Stay 2
nights at Little America Hotel.
DAY 14: LAS VEGAS Enjoy round-theclock entertainment in Las Vegas. Stay 2
nights at Tropicana Las Vegas.
DAY 16: SANTA MONICA Finish your
incredible journey at Santa Monica
Pier. Stay 2 nights at Gateway Hotel
Santa Monica.
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WHY YOU’LL LOVE THIS SELF-DRIVE
• Go on an epic drive across the Mid-West and South West states
• Explore big cities such as Chicago, St Louis and Los Angeles
•	Check out the weird and wonderful roadside attractions
along the route, like the Blue Whale of Catoosa near Tulsa
WHEN TO GO
•	At over 2000 miles, the route crosses several climate zones but generally
the best driving conditions are between late April and October
•	During the height of summer, temperatures in Texas and the
South West states can rise to the high 30s or low 40s; the
Southwest Monsoon brings heavy rains and thunderstorms to the region
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USA

MAKE IT YOUR OWN
We’ve crafted this self-drive based on our own experiences and customers’ feedback. It’s fully ﬂ exible, so talk to us and
we can create your perfect trip.
WHERE TO STAY

UNIQUE EXPERIENCES

HOW LONG

ANOTHER STOP

Away from the big cities, you’ll
stay in simple chain hotels
but as this trip is all about the
drive, they’ll just be a place to
spend the night. We’ve picked a
couple of gems along the way,
such as the Little America Hotel
in Flagstaff. You can upgrade
your hotels in Chicago, Las
Vegas and Santa Monica.

Driving Route 66 is all about
finding cool and quirky
Americana along the way. You’ll
have to leave the Interstates
to find some of the best places
like Pontiac in Illinois, where
murals line the main street, the
U-Drop Inn in Shamrock, Texas
and the iconic Cadillac Ranch.

This is a long drive so two and a
half weeks should be the
minimum duration. We’ve
added two-night stays in cities
along the route so you don’t
have to spend day after day
behind the wheel. A couple
more nights in Chicago or Santa
Monica is also recommended.

This trip has plenty of stops
but you can add stays in other
towns and cities on the way.
Between Vegas and Santa
Monica, take a slight detour to
Palm Springs for some resort
relaxation in the desert. To
relax after, head to Hawaii or
return home via Florida’s Gulf
Coast beaches.

See more of our USA self-drives: kuoni.co.uk/usa/self-drives

PIER SUNSET
HALL OF FAME

Watch the sun set over the Pacific
Ocean from Santa Monica’s
famous pier

Visit the Route 66 Hall of Fame in
Pontiac, Illinois which is packed
with Mother Road memorabilia

NEVADA
UTAH

Las Vegas

CALIFORNIA

ILLINOIS
MISSOURI

COLORADO

KANSAS

St. Louis
Springﬁeld

NEW MEXICO

Albuquerque

Flagstaﬀ

Santa Monica

Chicago

Tulsa
Oklahoma City
Amarillo O K L A H O M A

ARIZONA

CLOUD GATE
Anish Kapoor’s Cloud Gate
sculpture is an icon of Chicago and
known by locals as ‘the bean’

TEXAS

PACIFIC
OCEAN
GULF OF
MEXICO

MOUNTAIN VIEWS
Head out to the edge of
Albuquerque and take the Sandia
Peak Tramway up into the hills

Call 01306 747000 | www.kuoni.co.uk

A NOTE ON PRICE
The Route 66 driving season is quite
short as the Mid-West can be very
cold in the winter. This will mean
there are fewer good-value times to
travel; we recommend late spring or
autumn for the best value.
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Colorado High & Might y S elf- D rive

COLORADO HIGH & MIGHT Y
This mile-high road trip comes with almost non-stop cover shot-worthy backdrops. Scrape the sky as
you cross high mountain passes, drop into forest-shaded valleys where historic railroads hug goldﬂecked creeks and follow in the footsteps of the Southwest’s Ancestral Pueblo people.

SUGGESTED ROUTE 11 NIGHT S FROM DENVER
DAY 1: COLORADO SPRINGS
Land in Denver and drive south
to Colorado Springs. Stay at
Hyatt Place Colorado Springs.

city of Durango, stopping in the
pretty hot spring town of Ouray
on the way. Stay 2 nights at
Durango Downtown Inn.

DAY 2: MONTROSE Drive into
the mountains and cross the
Continental Divide at Monarch
Pass. Spend a night in Montrose,
gateway to the Black Canyon
of the Gunnison National Park.
Stay at Red Arrow Inn & Suites.

DAY 5: CORTEZ As you
continue on to Cortez, the
landscapes change from
mountains to desert. Use
the city as a base to see the
cliff dwellings of Mesa Verde
National Park. Stay at Best
Western Turquoise Inn & Suites.

DAY 3: DURANGO Head south
along the scenic US Route 550
to the old mining and railroad

DAY 6: GRAND JUNCTION Turn
back north and cross into Utah.

Stop in Moab and visit Arches
National Park before driving
back to Colorado along Route
128 which hugs the Colorado
River. Stay at Grand Vista Hotel
Grand Junction.

DAY 8: ESTES PARK Swap one
mountain town for another as
you travel to Estes Park, the
gateway to Rocky Mountain
National Park. Stay 2 nights at
The Ridgeline Hotel.

DAY 7: STEAMBOAT SPRINGS
Return to the mountains and
visit Glenwood Springs. Soak in
the area’s hot springs or follow
the hiking trail to Hanging Lake.
Later, continue on to Steamboat
Springs. Stay at Holiday Inn
Steamboat Springs.

DAY 10: DENVER Return to the
Denver and make the most of
the many cultural offerings and
first-rate restaurant and bar
scene. Stay 2 nights at Holiday
Inn Cherry Creek.

Mesa Verde National Park

WHY YOU’LL LOVE THIS SELF-DRIVE

WHEN TO GO

• See the beautiful backdrops of western Colorado from 4000-metre
mountains to Navajo sandstone canyons

• As you’ll be driving up into the mountains, it’s only possible to do this
self-drive from late-spring to mid-autumn

• Explore the ancient cliff dwellings in Mesa Verde National Park

• Most seasonal Rocky Mountain roads open between mid-May to earlyJune; if roads are closed, there can be long diversions

• Drive across high mountain passes and follow the Trail Ridge Road
in Rocky Mountain National Park
• See where the Old West meets the 21st Century in the ‘Mile High City’
of Denver
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• The Rockies’ mountain meadows are at their most beautiful in the
summer with Alpine flowers blooming; autumn is a great time to visit
with smaller crowds
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USA

MAKE IT YOUR OWN
We’ve crafted this self-drive based on our own experiences and customers’ feedback. It’s fully ﬂ exible, so talk to us and
we can create your perfect trip.
WHERE TO STAY

UNIQUE EXPERIENCES

HOW LONG

ANOTHER STOP

The hotels featured have been
picked for their setting. They’ll
just be a base as you’ll be
spending most of your time out
exploring. In Denver, there’s a
wider choice if you’re looking
for luxury digs. We suggest
picking The Crawford, which is
set in Union Station, or the Four
Seasons Hotel Denver.

Enhance your mountain
adventures by soaking in
pools fed by naturally-heated
hot springs. On your way to
Steamboat, stop in Glenwood
Springs for a dip. If you’re a fan
of live music, check the listings
for Red Rock Amphitheatre,
a spectacular entertainment
venue just outside Denver.

We think 11 nights is the
shortest time you’ll want to
spend exploring the wonders of
Colorado. We’ve included two
nights in Durango, Estes Park
and Denver but you could easily
spend another night in each
place. We also suggest adding a
night in Steamboat Springs for
more hot spring time.

You can easily add a night
in Moab to this round-trip
itinerary. This will give you
more time to explore Arches
National Park. Another option
is to combine a Colorado road
trip with another destination
in the western United States
as Denver is well connected to
California, Canada and Hawaii.

See more of our USA self-drives: kuoni.co.uk/usa/selfdrives

WYOMING
WYOMING

MOUNTAIN ROADS
Enjoy the views as you drive along
Rocky Mountains National Park’s
lofty Trail Ridge Road

IDAHO
IDAHO

COLOR ADO’S HOT SPRINGS
Soak in pools fed by the mineralrich waters of a hot spring in
Steamboat Springs
NEVADA
NEVADA

UTAH
UTAH

Rocky
Rocky
Mountain
Mountain
National
National
Park
Park
Estes
Estes
Park
Park

Steamboat
Steamboat
Springs
Springs

Denver
Denver

Glenwood
Glenwood
Springs
Springs
Grand
Grand
Junction
Junction
Moab
Moab

Colorado
Colorado
Springs
Springs
Montrose
Montrose

COLORADO
COLORADO

Ouray
Ouray
Cortez
Cortez
Mesa
Mesa
Verde
Verde
National
National
Park
Park

Durango
Durango

DENVER’S RED ROCKS
AMPHITHEATRE

KANSAS
KANSAS

See international artists perform
at one of the world’s most
spectacular entertainment venues

ARIZONA
ARIZONA
NEW
NEW
MEXICO
MEXICO

ANCIENT CLIFF DWELLINGS
Mesa Verde National Park protects
ancient dwellings that have been
carved into the sandstone cliffs

Call 01306 747000 | www.kuoni.co.uk

A NOTE ON PRICE
The self-drive season is short in
Colorado so there are few good-value
times to travel. July and August will
be the busiest and most expensive.
Travelling in late spring or early
autumn will be slightly cheaper.
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S even -St ate Ro ck y Mount ain S elf- D rive

SUGGESTED ROUTE
14 NIGHT S FROM DENVER
DAY 1: DENVER Begin your adventure
in the Mile High City of Denver. Stay 2
nights at Holiday Inn Cherry Creek.
DAY 3: CHEYENNE Head up into
the hills for a morning in Colorado’s
Rocky Mountain National Park before
soaking up the Old West atmosphere in
Cheyenne, Wyoming’s state capital.
Stay at Little America Hotel Cheyenne.

SEVEN-STATE ROCKY
MOUNTAIN SELF-DRIVE
Our most epic US self-drive covers seven states in two weeks
and takes you from Denver to Rocky Mountain parks and into
the Dakotas. This is one for seasoned road trippers.

DAY 4: RAPID CITY Cross into your
third state, South Dakota. Visit the Wild
West town of Deadwood and come face
to face with four former US presidents
at Mount Rushmore. Stay at Best
Western Ramkota Rapid City.
DAY 6: MEDORA Next stop: North
Dakota and the town of Medora,
gateway to the pint-sized Theodore
Roosevelt National Park. Stay at
Rough Riders.
DAY 7: BILLINGS Follow the course of
the Yellowstone river and stop for a
night in Billings, Montana. Stay at Best
Western Plus Clocktower.
DAY 8: SHERIDAN Return to Wyoming
and visit the Little Bighorn Battlefield
National Monument on your way to
Sheridan. Stay at Holiday Inn Sheridan.
DAY 9: CODY An overnight stop in Cody
breaks up your journey to Yellowstone.
Stay at Holiday Inn Cody.
DAY 10: YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL
PARK The highlight of your Wild West
adventure is Yellowstone, a land of
geysers and bubbling mud pots. Stay 2
nights at Lake Yellowstone Hotel.
DAY 12: JACKSON/GRAND TETON
Spend a night in the city of Jackson and
explore Grand Teton National Park to
see the Rocky Mountains at their most
striking. Stay at Rustic Inn.
DAY 13: TWIN FALLS Dip into Idaho for
a night at Twin Falls, a town on the edge
of the Snake River Canyon. Stay at Best
Western Plus Twin Falls..
DAY 14: SALT LAKE CITY Your final stop
is Utah’s state capital, which sits in the
shadow of the Wasatch Front mountain
range. Stay at Crystal Inn Hotel & Suites.
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Denver, Colorado

WHY YOU’LL LOVE THIS SELF-DRIVE
•	Travel through North and South Dakota’s wide-open prairies and drive
in the shadow of Colorado, and Wyoming’s snow-capped mountains
•	Soak up the big-city vibes as you sip on craft beer in Denver
•	See Yellowstone’s canyons, waterfalls, geysers, mud pots and
kaleidoscopic hot springs
•	Discover the Old West heritage and hear outlaw tales in Deadwood, South Dakota
WHEN TO GO
•	Due to the long winters in the Rockies and the north western states, the window for
self-drives is limited to mid-spring to mid-autumn
•	Parks can be incredibly busy during the high summer months; we recommend booking
accommodation early, particularly in Yellowstone
•	The shoulder seasons – late-April to May and September to November – are slightly
less crowded but you may have some wintry weather the earlier or later you visit
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S even -St ate Ro ck y Mount ain S elf- D rive

USA

MAKE IT YOUR OWN
We’ve crafted this self-drive based on our own experiences and customers’ feedback. It’s fully ﬂ exible, so talk to us
and we can create your perfect trip.
WHERE TO STAY

UNIQUE EXPERIENCES

HOW LONG

ANOTHER STOP

Due to the relative off-thebeaten-track nature of the
destinations on this itinerary,
hotel choices can be limited,
especially if you’re looking for
luxury. Those that are available
tend to be part of a good-value
chain; however, as most of your
day will be spent exploring,
they will just be a place to rest.

Every day of this self-drive can
be filled with adventure. Meet
the bison herd at Terry Bison
Ranch near Cheyenne, see a
former president’s unassuming
log cabin in North Dakota’s
Theodore Roosevelt National
Park or stop for wild postdinner drinks at Jackson’s neonclad bar: Million Dollar Cowboy.

At two weeks long, this is quite
a full-on itinerary. If you have
more time, it’s well worth
slowing the pace down a bit.
We suggest spending a couple
more nights in Yellowstone,
or adding on an extra night in
Jackson so you can take your
time following Grand Teton’s
42-mile Scenic Loop.

You’ll visit 11 destinations on
this self-drive so you might be
happy to leave it as it is. But
if you’re keen to carry on and
create an all-encompassing trip,
continue driving southwards
from Salt Lake City towards
Utah’s ‘Mighty 5’ national parks
and Arizona’s Monument Valley.

See more of our USA self-drives: kuoni.co.uk/usa/selfdrives

GEOTHERMAL WONDERS
See the boiling mud pots, towering
geysers and vibrant hot springs in
Yellowstone National Park

OLD WEST MUSICAL REVUE
NORTH DAKOTA

MONTANA

Medora

Enjoy a toe-tapping evening at the
Medora Musical during your time
in South Dakota

Billings

Yellowstone National Park

Sheridan
Deadwood

Cody

OREGON
IDAHO

Jackson

Twin Falls

Mount Rushmore

SOUTH DAKOTA

Rapid City

WYOMING

Cheyenne

NEBRASKA

Salt Lake City
Denver
UTAH
COLORADO

KANSAS

WILD WEST TOWN
Relive the lawless days of the
Old West in the heritage-rich
of Deadwood

MOUNT RUSHMORE
Explore South Dakota’s Black
Hills and see the world’s most
famous cliff carving

PACIFIC
OCEAN

Call 01306 747000 | www.kuoni.co.uk

NEW MEXICO

A NOTE ON PRICE
The self-drive season is short in this
corner of the US so there are few
good-value times to travel. July and
August are the busiest and most
expensive months to travel and
hotels should be booked early.
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U t a h ’s P a r k s & C a n y o n s S e l f - D r i v e

UTAH’S PARKS & CANYONS
If we had to choose a favourite USA self-drive, this Utah round-trip would be a serious contender.
It’s hard to compete with ﬁve national parks, non-stop awe-inspiring backdrops and one of the world’s
must-see natural wonderlands: Monument Valley.

SUGGESTED ROUTE 10 NIGHT S FROM SALT L AKE CIT Y
DAY 1: SALT LAKE CITY Begin
your Utah adventure in Salt
Lake City, an intriguing city
surrounded by mountains that
is the home of The Church of
the Latter Day Saints. Stay 2
nights at Crystal Inn Hotel &
Suites Salt Lake City.

and the mighty Colorado River
(of Grand Canyon fame) winds
its way around the north of
the city. Stay 2 nights at Hyatt
Place Moab.

DAY 3: MOAB Red rockencircled Moab is a nature
lover’s dream. It’s the gateway
to two of Utah’s five national
parks, Arches and Canyonlands,

alienesque landscapes of
towering red rock buttes
and mesas rising sharply up
from the valley floor. Stay at
Gouldings Trading Lodge.

DAY 5: MONUMENT VALLEY
This iconic spot on the
Utah-Arizona state line has

DAY 7: ZION NATIONAL PARK
(SPRINGDALE) This everpopular national park is centred
on the striking 15-mile-long
Zion Canyon which is lined with
towering Navajo sandstone

canyon walls over 900 metres
high. Stay 2 nights at La Quinta
Inn & Suite Zion.
DAY 9: TORREY Visit Bryce
Canyon and drive Scenic Byway
12 on your way to the city or
Torrey, the gateway to Capitol
Reef National Park. Stay 2
nights at Capitol Reef Resort.

WHY YOU’LL LOVE THIS SELF-DRIVE

WHEN TO GO

• Take in the epic landscapes from the mountains outside Salt Lake City
to the arches, mesas and canyons of southern Utah

• Travel in the shoulder seasons to see this region at it’s best. In spring
you can see flowers blooming against a red-rock backdrop

• Visit the ‘Mighty 5’ national parks: Arches, Bryce, Canyonlands,
Capitol Reef and Zion

• In the autumn, enjoy the cooler temperatures that follow southern
Utah’s high-summer monsoon season

• Listen to Navajo stories and wake early for a blockbuster sunrise in
Monument Valley

• If you travel in winter (when we recommend looping round from Las
Vegas instead of Salt Lake City) you should be prepared for some
snowfall in Bryce Canyon which is about 2400 metres above sea level

• Drive Scenic Byway 12 through beautiful canyon landscapes
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DAY 6: KANAB Spend a night
in the desert outpost of Kanab
which sits in the shadow of
the multi-coloured cliffs of
the Grand Staircase-Escalante
National Monument. Stay at
Best Western Red Hills.
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USA

MAKE IT YOUR OWN
We’ve crafted this self-drive based on our own experiences and customers’ feedback. It’s fully ﬂ exible, so talk to us and
we can create your perfect trip.
WHERE TO STAY

UNIQUE EXPERIENCES

HOW LONG

ANOTHER STOP

The hotels we’ve included in
this itinerary are simple in style
but well located. In Monument
Valley we highly recommend
upgrading to The View, where
each room has views of the
iconic buttes and mesas.
They’re particularly spectacular
at sunrise so remember to set
your alarm.

Out of the many experiences
this amazing journey could
include, the drive along
Scenic Byway 12 has to be
our high point both literally
and figuratively. Over 120
miles of blissful driving take
you through the painter’s
palette-coloured cliffs of Grand
Staircase–Escalante.

10 nights is the minimum time
you should set aside for this
road trip. If you like to hit the
trails, extend your stay in Zion
or Torrey. An extra night in
Moab would mean you don’t
have to choose between city’s
nearby parks: Arches and
Canyonlands.

As the itinerary skims the
Utah-Arizona state line, a
Grand Canyon detour is a great
addition. The less-crowded
North Rim (open May-October)
is the easiest to add to your trip
but you could always head to
the South Rim and Las Vegas
before re-joining the original
route in Zion.

See more of our USA self-drives: kuoni.co.uk/usa/selfdrives

NATIONAL PARK GATEWAY
The adventure-focused town of
Moab is gateway to two national
parks: Arches and Canyonlands
Salt
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Route 12 through Grand StaircaseEscalante National Monument
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MONUMENT VALLEY
Epic sandstone vistas and Navajo
culture meet in this breathtaking
tribal park
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BRYCE CANYON
By day, walk in the shadow of the
towering hoodoos and by night
gaze at the star-scattered sky

PACIFIC
PACIFIC
Call 01306 747000 | www.kuoni.co.uk
OCEAN
OCEAN

A NOTE ON PRICE
Utah’s parks are very popular with
during the American school summer
holidays ( July-August) and on public
holidays; this will be the most
expensive time to travel. Travel in
autumn or spring for better value.
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B e st of A rizona S elf- D rive

SUGGESTED ROUTE
12 NIGHT S FROM PHOENIX
DAY 1: SCOTTSDALE After flying into
Phoenix, begin your Arizona adventure
with a night in Scottsdale. Stay at Hyatt
Place Scottsdale.
DAY 2: LAKE HAVASU If you’ve ever
wondered where the original London
Bridge ended up, you’ll get your answer
in this lakeside city. Stay at Hampton
Inn Lake Havasu.

BEST OF ARIZONA
The Grand Canyon State may be the sett ing of the most
famous natural att raction but it’s so much more than its
nickname suggests. During this 12-night self-drive, Arizona’s
cowboy culture, indigenous history, in-vogue cities, Route 66
kitsch and Nat Geo-worthy views will get under your skin.

DAY 3: GRAND CANYON The aweinspiring and humbling Grand Canyon, a
natural icon of Arizona, is the next stop.
Stay at Best Western Premier Grand
Canyon Squire Inn.
DAY 4: LAKE POWELL Discover how
humans have changed the landscapes
of northern Arizona during your stay
on the shore of Lake Powell. Head to
Horsehoe Bend or Antelope Canyon for
incredible natural experiences. Stay at
Lake Powell Resort.
DAY 5: MONUMENT VALLEY Continue
on to the highlight of any trip to
Arizona, the beautiful Monument Valley.
Stay at Gouldings Trading Lodge.
DAY 6: FLAGSTAFF Travel to Flagstaff,
a unique Arizona city surrounded by
dense pine forests and mountains rather
than cacti-scattered desert. Stop in the
Route 66 town of Williams on your way.
Stay at Little America Hotel.
DAY 7: SEDONA Drive onwards to
spiritual Sedona, a red-rock city with
an artistic vibe and reputed healing
vortexes. Browse the galleries and hike
the many canyon trails. Stay 2 nights at
Hilton Sedona Resort.
DAY 9: TUCSON Follow Interstate 10
south to Tucson, a sun-drenched city
in the middle of a saguaro-scattered
desert. Stay 2 nights at Hilton Tuscon El
Conquistador.
DAY 11: SCOTTSDALE Wind down after
your Arizona road trip with a couple
of days in Scottsdale. Stay 2 nights at
Hyatt Place Scottsdale.

Saguaro National Park, near Tucson, Arizona

WHY YOU’LL LOVE THIS SELF-DRIVE
• See a trio of Arizona’s natural attractions: the Grand Canyon, Monument Valley and
Saguaro National Park
• Experience the contrasting cities of forest-surrounded Flagstaff and Tucson,
a desert town in southern Arizona
• Hike across red-rock trails in mystical Sedona in search of the city’s fabled vortexes
(or just enjoy the views)
• Finish your trip on a relaxing note in sedate Scottsdale
WHEN TO GO
• It’s best to avoid travelling in the summer as the temperatures soar in Scottsdale,
Tucson and even in the Grand Canyon; monsoon rains can impact travel in northern
Arizona during July and August
• It’s cooler in spring and autumn: both seasons are ideal travelling periods
• You can travel in the winter but it might snow in northern Arizona
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USA

MAKE IT YOUR OWN
We’ve crafted this self-drive based on our own experiences and customers’ feedback. It’s fully ﬂ exible, so talk to us and
we can create your perfect trip.
WHERE TO STAY

UNIQUE EXPERIENCES

HOW LONG

ANOTHER STOP

While most of the hotels
featured are well-placed chain
hotels, there are a couple of
independently run places such
as the Little America Hotel in
Flagstaff. To be closer to the
action in the Grand Canyon,
upgrade to El Tovar; this hotel
couldn’t better placed – it
sits right on the canyon rim.

By just focusing on Arizona, this
trip gives you plenty of time to
explore in more depth. Watch
the sun rise over the Grand
Canyon, seek out Sedona’s
supposed energy-rich vortexes,
go on a craft brewery crawl in
Flagstaff and get that classic
cacti-at-sunset shot in Saguaro
National Park.

Two weeks is the perfect
amount of time to spend in
Arizona. If you want to hike the
famous hiking canyon trails,
stay another night by the Grand
Canyon. To slow the pace, add
an extra night in artsy Sedona,
or spend more time enjoying
Scottsdale’s dining scene at
the end of your holiday.

The bright-lights of Las Vegas
are just a few hours’ drive from
the South Rim of the Grand
Canyon so it’s easy to add a
stop here. You could even make
Vegas the start and end point
of your holiday. For a different
Grand Canyon perspective visit
the North Rim, an easy outand-back trip from Lake Powell.

See more of our USA self-drives: kuoni.co.uk/usa/selfdrives

UTAH

VALLEY DRIVE
Get up close to Monument Valley’s
breathtaking rock formations on a
Navajo-guided tour
COLORADO
NEVADA

Monument Valley

Lake Powell

Scenically beautiful and artsy
Sedona is one of our favourite
stops on this road trip

HELICOPTER FLIGHT
Soar above the Grand Canyon
and see Arizona’s most iconic
natural landscape from above

Las Vegas
Grand Canyon

Flagstaﬀ

ARIZONA

CALIFORNIA

RED ROCKS OF SEDONA

Sedona
Lake Havasu City

NEW MEXICO

Palm Springs
Phoenix

Scottsdale

Saguaro National Park

SCOT TSDALE RESORT

Tucson

End your trip in style with an
upgrade to The Phoenician, A
Luxury Collection Resort

PACIFIC
OCEAN

Call 01306 747000 | www.kuoni.co.uk

A NOTE ON PRICE
American school summer holidays
( June to August) will be the most
expensive time to travel. For better
value, fewer crowds in the parks and
cooler weather, you should travel in
spring or autumn.
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SOCAL & ARIZONA DESERT SELF-DRIVE

SOCAL & ARIZONA DESERT SELF-DRIVE
The sun almost always shines on this desert-crossing road trip. Set off from San Diego and head
east to Palm Springs and onwards into Arizona. The pine tree forests around Flagstaff will be a welcome
change before you head back south to beautiful Sedona and its ochre-tinted canyons.

SUGGESTED ROUTE 10 NIGHT S FROM SAN DIEGO
DAY 1: SAN DIEGO Begin your
California and Arizona road trip
under perpetually clear skies
in San Diego. Visit the USS
Midway Museum or head to
one of the beautiful beaches;
we love the family-friendly La
Jolla Shores and the beautiful
Coronado beach with its city
skyline views. Stay 2 nights at
Kona Kai Resort & Spa.
DAY 3: PALM SPRINGS Travel
inland towards the Coachella

Valley and the desert city
of Palm Springs. To learn
more about the region’s
native culture, head to Indian
Canyons. Alternatively, just
relax by the pool at your hotel.
Stay 2 nights at Renaissance
Palm Springs Hotel.
DAY 5: LAKE HAVASU CITY
On the way to this lakeside city
in Arizona, visit Joshua Tree
National Park. Stay at Hampton
Inn Lake Havasu City.

DAY 6: FLAGSTAFF Swap cacti
for pine trees as you head north
to the cool city of Flagstaff.
This is a great place to make
the most of the country’s
burgeoning craft beer scene.
A two-night stay here will give
you time to visit Grand Canyon
National Park. Stay 2 nights at
The Little America Hotel.
DAY 8: SEDONA The next stop
is one of our favourite spots:
Sedona, a city surrounded by

red rock buttes and pinnacles.
Stay at Hilton Sedona Resort at
Bell Rock.
DAY 9: SCOTTSDALE Relax for
a couple of days in Scottsdale
at the end of your trip. Soak up
the Old West vibes of Old Town
Scottsdale and try a handful
of the city’s 800 restaurants.
Stay 2 nights at Hyatt Place
Scottsdale/Old Town.

Sedona, Arizona
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WHY YOU’LL LOVE THIS SELF-DRIVE

WHEN TO GO

•	Soak up the beach-life vibes along San Diego’s glorious coastline
•	Stop for a couple of relaxing days in Palm Springs before driving
through the Sonoran Desert into Arizona

•	This is one of our few featured self-drives you can do in the winter;
you may see some snow in Flagstaff but elsewhere conditions are
generally mild and often sunny

•	See the contrasting ponderosa pine forest and mountain landscapes
around Flagstaff

•	Summer brings a lot of heat to the desert but an advantage of
travelling at this time is the smaller crowds, especially in Scottsdale

•	Browse art galleries and boutiques in Downtown Sedona or hike the
town’s desert trails

•	With pleasant temperatures and blooming desert flowers, spring is
the perfect time to visit the region

In store | Selected John Lewis & Par tners | In travel agents
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USA

MAKE IT YOUR OWN
We’ve crafted this self-drive based on our own experiences and customers’ feedback. It’s fully ﬂ exible, so talk to us and
we can create your perfect trip.
WHERE TO STAY

UNIQUE EXPERIENCES

HOW LONG

EXTR A STOPS

We’ve picked a mix of resortstyle hotels such as the
waterfront Kona Kai Resort
& Spa in San Diego. We love
the central setting of the
Renaissance Palm Springs –
it’s just a short walk to Palm
Canyon Drive where you’ll find
plenty of local restaurants.

If you’re in Palm Springs on a
Thursday, head to Palm Canyon
Drive for VillageFest. The road
is closed to traffic and filled
with food trucks and craft
stalls, and local musicians
provide the entertainment. In
Sedona, you can hit the trails
in search of the town’s reputed
healing vortexes.

We love the relaxed pace of this
itinerary. You’ll spend a couple
of nights in the main cities
and one night where you’ll
only need a bit of time to see
the main sights. If you want to
extend your holiday, stay an
extra night in Sedona, Palm
Springs or Scottsdale.

There are plenty of places you
can add that would only need
a small detour off the original
route. From Lake Havasu City,
head to Las Vegas and onwards
to Grand Canyon National Park
before re-joining the itinerary
in Flagstaff. Another option is
to add a stay in LA between San
Diego and Palm Springs.

See more of our USA self-drives: kuoni.co.uk/usa/selfdrives
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SCOT TSDALE DINING
Discover the upscale dining scene
and Arizona-produced wines in
Scottsdale’s Old Town

MEXICAN FOOD
For traditional Mexican dishes, head to
one of San Diego’s street food stalls or
grab-and-go restaurants

Call 01306 747000 | www.kuoni.co.uk

A NOTE ON PRICE
December to April is high season in
Palm Springs and Scottsdale so this
will be the most expensive time to
travel. For the best value, visit in
the summer and aim to reach these
desert cities on a weekday.
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C a l i f o r n i a ’s C l a s s i c O c e a n S e l f - D r i v e

CALIFORNIA’S CLASSIC OCEAN
SELF-DRIVE
California’s coast-hugging Pacific Highway is the road of self-driving daydreams. Picture yourself
winding along the coastal road with the Pacific to one side of you and mountains to the other.

SUGGESTED ROUTE 11 NIGHT S FROM SAN FR ANCISCO
DAY 1: SAN FRANCISCO
Start your trip in the best way
possible: spending a couple of
nights in the City by the Bay.
Stay 2 nights at Handlery
Union Square.
DAY 3: MONTEREY Begin your
journey along State Route 1 as
you drive from San Francisco to
Monterey. Stay at Portolo Hotel.

DAY 4: MORRO BAY Drive
through the Big Sur region, the
most spectacular stretch of the
Pacific Coast Highway. From
here you’ll have time to explore
the nearby Paso Robles wine
region and San Luis Obispo.
Stay at Blue Sail Inn.
DAY 6: SANTA BARBARA
Sun-kissed and effortlessly

charming, the American Riviera
city of Santa Barbara is a
delightful place to stop on the
Pacific Coast Highway. Stay
2 nights at Best Western Plus
Pepper Tree Inn.
DAY 8: LOS ANGELES Jump

Santa Monica. Stay 2 nights at
Marina Del Rey Hotel.
DAY 10: SAN DIEGO End
your Pacific-skimming drive in
almost-always-sunny San Diego.
Stay 2 nights at Kona Kai Resort
& Spa.

between Los Angeles’s cities
within a city: Hollywood, West
Hollywood, Beverly Hills and

WHY YOU’LL LOVE THIS SELF-DRIVE

WHEN TO GO

•	Visit the three big cities of San Francisco, Los Angeles and San Diego,
each with a very different vibe

•	The high summer months are often foggy in San Francisco and along
the central coast but further south it should be warm and sunny

•	Drive along the most dramatic stretch of Cali’s Pacific Coast Highway:
breathtaking Big Sur

•	Autumn is the perfect time to visit thanks to the Indian summers in
northern and central California

•	Visit Morro Bay, an easy-going coastal town that’s home to Morro
Rock, a favourite sea otter hangout

•	Late spring and early summer usually bring clear skies and lovely
warm temperatures

•	Stop a while in Santa Barbara to soak up the laid-back atmosphere
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USA

MAKE IT YOUR OWN
We’ve crafted this self-drive based on our own experiences and customers’ feedback. It’s fully ﬂ exible, so talk to us and
we can create your perfect trip.
WHERE TO STAY

UNIQUE EXPERIENCES

HOW LONG

ANOTHER STOP

The included hotels have been
picked for their good value and
setting. In the cities, there are
plenty of alternatives; we love
the classic style of the Fairmont
San Francisco and the beach
backdrop of the iconic Hotel
Del Coronado in San Diego. For
a special treat, spend a night at
Ventana Inn & Spa in Big Sur.

Of course we recommend
stopping everywhere and
anywhere you can in Big Sur,
but there’s lots of other things
to do: head over to Morro
Rock in Morro Bay to see the
sea otters; join the locals for
breakfast at Hendry Beach near
Santa Barbara; and visit Pismo
Beach, a classic Cali surf town.

We would suggest setting aside
no less than 11 nights for this
self-drive. You could easily
spend longer in San Francisco
and Los Angeles as there’s so
much to do in both cities. And
if you choose one of San
Diego’s beach resorts, it would
be understandable if you want
to stick around a little longer.

There are lots of other places
that you can add to this
itinerary to create the ultimate
Californian holiday. Take a
detour to Yosemite, which is
about four hours from San
Francisco, or the Sonoma or
Napa Valley wine regions.
Between LA and San Diego,
head inland to Palm Springs.

See more of our USA self-drives: kuoni.co.uk/usa/selfdrives

NEVADA

San Francisco

Monterey

CALIFORNIA

Big Sur

OT TER SPOT TING

Morro Bay

See the sea otter colony that live
near Morro Rock in Morro Bay

Santa Barbara

BIG SUR
Drive one of the world’s most
beautiful stretches of road: State
Route 1 through Big Sur

Santa Monica

PACIFIC
OCEAN

Los Angeles

San Diego

ICONIC SAN DIEGO DIGS
Treat yourself to a couple of nights
at San Diego’s world-famous Hotel
Del Coronado

SANTA MONICA
Soak up the SoCal beach lifestyle
and stay for an amazing Pacific
coast sunset

Call 01306 747000 | www.kuoni.co.uk

A NOTE ON PRICE
California is popular from April to
October; July and August is the most
expensive time to travel. September
to October is a pleasant time to visit
and it will be less crowded. Winter
will be cheapest, but it will be cooler.
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SUGGESTED ROUTE
15 NIGHT S FROM LOS ANGELES
DAY 1: LOS ANGELES Begin your trip
in sprawling LA, home to many ‘cities
within a city’. Stay 2 nights at The
Peninsula Beverly Hills.
DAY 3: SAN DIEGO Drive through
typical SoCal oceanfront towns on the
way to sun-kissed San Diego. Stay 2
nights at Hotel del Coronado.

TASTE THE WEST
SELF-DRIVE
This luxe self-drive ticks oﬀ California’s headline highlights
including its trio of coastal cities, the world-famous Paciﬁc
Coast Highway and its mountain and desert parks.

DAY 5: PALM SPRINGS Head inland to
the playground of silver screen stars:
the oasis-in-the-desert town of Palm
Springs. Stay at JW Marriott Desert
Springs Resort & Spa.
DAY 6: LAS VEGAS Continue travelling
through the Mojave Desert to Las Vegas
with its legendary round-the-clock
entertainment. Stay 2 nights at Wynn
Las Vegas.
DAY 8: MAMMOTH LAKES Get back
to nature as you drive through Death
Valley National Park and then up into
the Sierra Nevada Mountains. Stay at
The Westin Monache Resort.
DAY 9: YOSEMITE NATIONAL PARK
Experience one of the world’s best high
mountain drives – Tioga Pass Road
(closed seasonally) – before entering
the spectacular Yosemite Valley. Stay at
Tenaya Lodge at Yosemite.
DAY 10: NAPA Cross the Central Valley
as you travel east to the Wine Country.
Visit Napa Valley’s famous vineyards
and dine in the world-class restaurants.
Stay 2 nights at River Terrace Inn.
DAY 12: SAN FRANCISCO It’s just an
hour’s drive to San Francisco, a vibrant
city with a wonderful bayside setting.
Stay 2 nights at Taj Campton Place.
DAY 14: BIG SUR Follow the Pacific
Coast southwards and spend the night
in the glorious Big Sur region. Stay at
Ventana Big Sur.
DAY 15: SANTA BARBARA Stop off in
Morro Bay and see the colony of sweet
sea otters before arriving in Santa
Barbara, an upmarket city packed with
Spanish history. Stay at Ritz Carlton
Bacara, Santa Barbara.

Half Dome from Glacier Point Road, Yosemite National Park

WHY YOU’LL LOVE THIS SELF-DRIVE
• Drive through the desert, up into the mountains and along the Pacific Coast
• Explore the historic Gaslamp Quarter or enjoy life by the beach in sun-drenched San Diego
• Make the most of Las Vegas’s 24/7 entertainment, dining and shopping opportunities
• Breathe in the fresh mountain air in Mammoth Lakes and explore Yosemite Valley
• Sample world-famous Cabernet Sauvignons and Chardonnays at Napa Valley wineries
WHEN TO GO
• Summer is high season, however, the north and central coast can be foggy and cool;
autumn is the perfect time to visit thanks to the Indian summers
• The stops in the Sierra Nevada Mountains on this itinerary make winter travel diﬃcult;
Yosemite’s Tioga Pass Road can open any time between early May and late June
• Mid- to late-spring is a great time to travel: the summer crowds will be smaller and
the mountain snow melt means Yosemite’s famous falls will be thundering
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MAKE IT YOUR OWN
We’ve crafted this self-drive based on our own experiences and customers’ feedback. It’s fully ﬂ exible, so talk to us and
we can create your perfect trip.
WHERE TO STAY

UNIQUE EXPERIENCES

HOW LONG

EXTR A STOPS

A stay at San Diego’s historic
and iconic Hotel del Coronado
is included, and you’ll spend a
night at Ventana Big Sur which
has ocean views that we know
you’re going to love. There are
some fantastic alternatives,
particularly in the city: in Los
Angeles you could easily swap
Beverly Hills for Santa Monica.

Of all of our featured selfdrives, this is the one made
for a convertible and we can
arrange this when you book
your holiday. If you plan to
tick off some of LA and San
Francisco’s main sights, get a
Sightseeing Pass which includes
boat trips, tours and entry to
selected attractions.

At 15 nights, this is already
quite a long trip but if you’ve
got more time, spend an extra
night or two in Yosemite. You’ll
have at least a whole day to do
one of the park’s longer hikes.
We love the Vernal Fall and
Nevada Fall trails – a strenuous
but rewarding hike past two of
the valley’s waterfalls.

There are plenty of places that
can be added for the ultimate
California adventure. You could
stop in Death Valley National
Park, add a stay in Sequoia
National Park, another park in
the Sierra Nevada Mountains,
or extend your time on the
coast with a night in Morro Bay
in San Luis Obispo County.

See more of our USA self-drives: kuoni.co.uk/usa/selfdrives
OREGON

UTAH

NEVADA

YOSEMITE NATIONAL PARK
Napa
Yosemite National Park
Mammoth Lakes

San Francisco

See the waterfalls, granite cliffs
and monoliths in California’s most
popular national park

Sequoia National Park

Big Sur

Las Vegas

ARIZONA

Death Valley National Park
CALIFORNIA

VINEYARD HOPPING

Santa Barbara

During your time in Napa, head
out to some of the region’s best
tasting rooms

Los Angeles

PACIFIC
OCEAN

HOTEL DEL CORONADO
Stay at San Diego’s most famous
hotel, ‘The Del’, the legendary
setting of Some Like it Hot

Call 01306 747000 | www.kuoni.co.uk

San Diego

Palm Springs

HELICOPTER FLIGHT
Soar over the Grand Canyon on
a Papillon helicopter flight
from Las Vegas

A NOTE ON PRICE
We’ve picked premium hotels so
there’ll be a higher price to reflect
this but you can always choose more
affordable accommodation. For best
value, avoid high summer, weekends
and public holidays.
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OREGON SCENIC SELF-DRIVE

OREGON SCENIC SELF-DRIVE
Paciﬁc drives have long been linked to the Golden State. Enter Oregon: Cali’s northern neighbour and
a new kid on the road trip scene. This 10-night self-drive is all about making the most of miles of empty
beaches and scenic byways, the farm-to-fork cuisine and America’s best craft beer scene.

SUGGESTED ROUTE 10 NIGHT S FROM PORTL AND
DAY 1: PORTLAND Start your
Oregon self-drive in Portland,
one of the USA’s hippest cities.
Hop between neighbourhoods,
drinking and dining as you go.
Stay 2 nights at Hotel Lucia.
DAY 3: SEASIDE Drive towards
to the coast and the Pacific
Coast Highway. Spend a night in
the coastal city of Seaside. Stay
at Shilo Inn Seaside Oceanfront.
DAY 4: NEWPORT Turn
southwards and follow the

seashore as you travel towards
Newport. Stop in Cannon Beach
to see some of the state’s most
beautiful coastal scenery. The
landscape will then change
from dramatic cliffs to the
rolling sand dunes of the
central coast. Stay at Shilo Inn
Newport Oceanfront.
DAY 5: MEDFORD Head back
inland and spend a night in
the Southern Oregon city of
Medford. Stay at Candlewood
Suites Medford.

DAY 6: BEND As you drive from
Medford to Bend, stop off at
Crater Lake, the jewel in the
state’s natural crown. During
your stay in this small city,
explore the Cascade peaks and
seek out craft breweries. Stay 2
nights at Shilo Inn Bend.
DAY 8: BAKER CITY Travel
eastwards towards the desertsurrounded Baker City. Soak up
the Western atmosphere and
learn about the Oregon Trail.
Stay at Geiser Grand Hotel.

DAY 9: PENDLETON The Old
West vibe is still tangible in
Pendleton, a city that seems
to have been plucked from
the late 19th Century. Stay at
Holiday Inn Express Pendleton.
DAY 10: HOOD RIVER Follow
the Columbia River-hugging
highway and pass rolling
vineyards as you travel towards
Hood River. Don’t miss a drive
along the Mount Hood Scenic
Byway. Stay at Best Western Mt
Hood Inn.

Cannon Beach from Ecola State Park

WHY YOU’LL LOVE THIS SELF-DRIVE

WHEN TO GO

• Spend two nights in uber-cool Portland and try a few of the city’s
many craft beers

• Summers along the coast can be foggy and cool but temperatures can
soar to the mid to high 30s in the Willamette Valley and Portland

• Drive a few of the state’s magnificent roads like the Historic
Columbia River Highway and Mount Hood Scenic Byway

• The best time to travel is in September and early October when the
skies along the Pacific Highway clear

• See the deepest and most beautiful lake in the United States:
Crater Lake

• Winter can be rainy throughout the state and there will be lots of
snowfall up in the Cascades

• Follow the Pacific Coast and find your own stretch of empty beach
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OREGON SCENIC SELF-DRIVE

USA

MAKE IT YOUR OWN
We’ve crafted this self-drive based on our own experiences and customers’ feedback. It’s fully ﬂ exible, so talk to us and
we can create your perfect trip.
WHERE TO STAY

UNIQUE EXPERIENCES

HOW LONG

ANOTHER STOP

In the state capital, we’ve
chosen the art-filled, centrally
located property, Hotel Lucia.
The accommodation outside
Portland tends to be simple
chain hotels but as you’ll be
spending your time exploring
the great outdoors, they will
just be a place to sleep.

This road trip is full of chances
to really get to know Oregon.
You can get internationally
inspired dishes from Portland’s
street food carts, take in the
sea views from Ecola State Park
near Cannon Beach and explore
the dunes near Florence and
follow in explorers’ footsteps in
eastern Oregon.

10 nights is the least amount
of time you should take to
explore Oregon. You could
spend another night in Newport
and take a day trip into the
Willamette Valley wine region,
or stay longer in Hood River
and have more time to explore
the Mount Hood and Columbia
River Gorge area.

Instead of a day trip to the wellregarded Willamette Valley, you
could add a night here between
your stays in Newport and
Ashland. Another option for
wine lovers is the town of Walla
Walla, just across the OregonWashington state line and an
easy detour between Pendleton
and Hood River.

See more of our USA self-drives: kuoni.co.uk/usa/selfdrives

WINE TASTING

PORTL AND’S CR AFT BEER

Head to the vineyards of the
Willamette Valley and sample the
region’s famous Pinot Noir

With more than 60 breweries
within the city limits, Portland is
heaven for beer lovers
W AW
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Walla
Walla
Walla
Walla
Seaside
Seaside

Hood
Hood
River
River
Pendleton
Pendleton
Portland
Portland

Baker
Baker
City
City
Newport
Newport

Bend
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CR ATER L AKE
Follow the Rim Drive and enjoy
the jaw-dropping views of the
United States’ deepest lake

Medford
Medford
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A NOTE ON PRICE
Oregon is not usually as crowded
as California, so it can oﬀer better
value. Peak season is July and August;
May, June, September and October
are good months to travel but expect
mixed weather at any time.

OREGON COAST
Follow the Pacific Coast Highway,
stopping off at sea stack-scattered
beaches on the way

Call 01306 747000 | www.kuoni.co.uk
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T he Pacif ic N or thwe st S elf- D rive

SUGGESTED ROUTE
15 NIGHT S FROM SE AT TLE
DAY 1: SEATTLE Begin your epic trip
in Seattle, a city that’s the epitome of
Pacific North West coolness. Stay 2
nights at Hotel 116.
DAY 3: PORT ANGELES Head out to the
Olympic Peninsula and spend a night
in Port Angeles, gateway to Olympic
National Park’s Hurricane Ridge. Stay at
Red Lion Hotel Port Angeles Harbor.

PACIFIC NORTHWEST
SELF-DRIVE
Taking you from the Paciﬁc Coast to the Cascade Mountains
and back again, this Seatt le-to-San Francisco road trip falls
into the ‘epic journeys’ category.

DAY 4: OLYMPIA Continue round the
peninsula’s coast, taking in its lakes,
rainforests and deserted beaches. Base
yourself in the state capital, Olympia,
and head inland towards one of the
region’s volcanoes, Mount Rainier.
Stay 2 nights at Hotel RL Olympia.
DAY 6: PORTLAND Continue on to
Portland, the Pacific Northwest city of
the moment. Drink, dine and check out
its flourishing arts scene. Stay 2 nights
at The Benson Hotel.
DAY 8: SEASIDE Drive out to Oregon’s
beautiful coast. Stay at Shilo Inn Seaside
Oceanfront.
DAY 9: NEWPORT Follow the Pacific
Coast Highway south to Newport,
stopping at the breathtaking Cannon
Beach on the way. Stay at Shilo Inn
Newport Oceanfront.
DAY 10: MEDFORD Head back inland
to Medford, the base for your visit to
Crater Lake National Park. Stay 2 nights
at Inn at the Commons.
DAY 12: EUREKA Return to the coast
and follow northern California’s section
of Route 101. Drive along roads shaded
by the tall trees of Redwood National
and State Parks. Stay at Best Western
Plus Humboldt Bay Inn.
DAY 13: SONOMA Spend some time in
the tasting rooms of California’s famous
wine region. Stay at DoubleTree by
Hilton Sonoma Wine Country.
DAY 14: SAN FRANCISCO Arrive in
the City by the Bay for a couple of days
of city exploration. Stay 2 nights at
Americania Hotel.

Seattle

WHY YOU’LL LOVE THIS SELF-DRIVE
• Visit a trio of uber-cool Pacific Coast cities – Seattle, Portland and San Francisco
• See the natural wonders of Olympic National Park, Mount Rainier and Crater Lake
• Experience the eat-and-drink-local scene in Portland
• See the Pacific Northwest’s most spectacular coastal scenery as you drive through
three states
WHEN TO GO
• This road trip covers a vast area with differing climates: Seattle to San Francisco is
approximately 800 miles and climate inland can be different from the coast
• The best time to travel anywhere west of the Cascade Mountains is during the
summer or early autumn when the temperatures are warmer along the coast and
there’s less rain
• In July and August, the northern Californian coast can be very foggy; this also
coincides with the American school holidays so there will be larger crowds
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T he Pacif ic N or thwe st S elf- D rive U S A

MAKE IT YOUR OWN
We’ve crafted this self-drive based on our own experiences and customers’ feedback. It’s fully ﬂ exible, so talk to us and
we can create your perfect trip.
WHERE TO STAY

UNIQUE EXPERIENCES

HOW LONG

ANOTHER STOP

The hotels featured are a mix of
cool or historic city hangouts to
simple chain style hotels where
all you’ll need is a bed for the
night. In Seattle, Portland and
San Francisco, there are plenty
of alternatives: for classic
luxury opt for the Fairmont San
Francisco or for waterfront chic
choose the Thompson Seattle.

Washington state’s Olympic
Peninsula is one of our
favourite parts on this itinerary.
Route 101 circles the peninsula,
passing through the rainforest
and along the coast. There are
a few out-and-back detours;
head out to Cape Flattery – the
north-westernmost tip of the
contiguous United States.

This is a fast-paced, longdistance trip that will take you
over two weeks to complete.
You can easily slow the tempo
down a little with a few extra
days anywhere along the coast.
An extra night in Olympia will
give you more time to explore
Olympic and Mount Rainier
National Parks.

We’ve packed plenty of stops
into this itinerary but there are
plenty of other destinations
you can add like Oregon’s
Willamette Valley wine
region (p48). To create the
ultimate Pacific trip, continue
southwards on our California’s
Classic Ocean Self-drive (p90).

See more of our USA self-drives: kuoni.co.uk/usa/self-drives

OLYMPIC NATIONAL PARK
Washington’s Olympic National
Park is a natural wonderland with
mountains, lakes and wild beaches
Port Angeles

Seattle

CIT Y MARKET

WASHINGTON

Olympia
Mount Rainier National Park

Seaside

Visit Seattle’s famous Pike Place
Market, one of the oldest farmer’s
markets in the USA

Portland
Newport
OREGON

Crater Lake National Park

OREGON’S BEST BEACH
See Cannon Beach’s iconic sea
stacks and Oregon’s rugged
Redwood National Park
coastline from Ecola State Park

Medford

Eureka

NEVADA

Sonoma
San Francisco

CALIFORNIA

Las Vegas

WINE COUNTRY LUXE
Upgrade your Sonoma experience
with a stay at the Fairmont
Sonoma Mission & Spa

Call 01306 747000 | www.kuoni.co.uk

A NOTE ON PRICE
July and August are the peak months,
particularly in the region’s national
parks. The Northwest can be good
value but once you’re outside the
major cities, accommodation is often
limited to simple chain hotels.

Los Angeles
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Hawaii Island Hopping

HAWAII ISLAND HOPPING
This is the Hawaiian trip of dreams: you’ll visit all four of the state’s main islands. Enjoy the beachfront
vibes of lively Waikiki in Oahu, step into the Jurassic Park landscapes of Kauai, see Hawaii’s active
volcanoes and go from valley to beach in Maui. We also have shorter two- and three-island itineraries.

NaPali Coast, Kauai

WHY YOU’LL LOVE THIS ITINER ARY
SUGGESTED ROUTE 12 NIGHT S FROM OAHU

•	Explore each of the state’s main islands and discover their unique
landscapes and atmospheres

DAY 1: OAHU Begin your Hawaiian adventure on Waikiki’s
golden shores. Stay 3 nights at Queen Kapiolani.

• Soak up surf culture in vibrant Waikiki

DAY 4: KAUAI Head to the Garden Isle where you can hike
canyon trails and see the incredible NaPali Coast. Stay 3
nights at Plantation Cottages.
DAY 7: ISLAND OF HAWAII Move on to the largest island
in the archipelago which is home to Volcanoes National
Park. Stay 3 nights at Westin Hapuna Beach Hotel.
DAY 10: MAUI Explore the deep and rugged valleys and
relax on paradise beaches in breathtaking Maui. Stay 3
nights at Plantation Inn.
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•	Hike trails in Volcanoes National Park or take a boat trip from Hilo
and watch the island grow as lava flows into the ocean
• Relax Hawaiian-style on sophisticated Maui
WHEN TO GO
•	Hawaii has mild weather all year with average temperatures hovering
around 26 degrees
•	The dry season is from April to October and the rainy season is
between November and March
•	Summers can get very hot and, although rare, tropical storms or
hurricanes may sweep through the region
•	The biggest waves can be seen off the north shore of all the islands
during the winter; the sea is calmest between May and September

In store | Selected John Lewis & Par tners | In travel agents

Hawaii Island Hopping

USA

MAKE IT YOUR OWN
We’ve crafted this itinerary based on our own experiences and our customers’ feedback. It’s fully ﬂ exible, so talk to us and
we can create your perfect trip.
WHERE TO STAY

UNIQUE EXPERIENCES

HOW LONG

ANOTHER STOP

We’ve included hotels that give
you a bit of local flavour, from
the retro Waikiki vibes at Queen
Kapiolani to the boutique
charm of The Plantation Inn
in Maui. There are plenty of
other accommodation options,
especially if you want a luxury
experience (p56).

Wherever you are in Hawaii, we
recommend trying the famous
Hawaiian shave ice enhanced
with local flavours such as
guava, pineapple or coconut.
If you like coffee, head to Kona
on the Island of Hawaii and
try a cup of the region’s highly
regarded brew.

However many islands you
choose to visit, you should
spend a minimum of three
nights on each. Maui, Kauai and
the Island of Hawaii’s resortstyle accommodation are the
perfect place to relax so you
could consider at least a night
or two more on each island.

A trip to this far-flung spot
in the Pacific requires a stop
in North America. While you
can just catch a connecting
onward flight, it’s better to
break up your journey with
a couple of nights in one of
Hawaii’s gateway cities like San
Francisco, Los Angeles, Seattle,
Vancouver or even Boston.

See more of our USA suggested itineraries: kuoni.co.uk/usa/suggesteditineraries

BEACHFRONT RETREAT
Enjoy the hideaway vibes at Ko’a
Kea Hotel & Resort, one of our
favourite Hawaii resorts

VOLCANO SUNRISE

KAUAI

HAWAII
Pearl Harbor

Drive up to the peak of the Haleakala,
a shield volcano in Maui, for an
unrivalled island sunrise

OAHU

Waikiki

MAUI

PACIFIC OCEAN

ISLAND OF HAWAII
BIG ISLAND

PEARL HARBOR

Volcanoes National Park

Learn about Hawaii’s Second
World War history at the memorial
sites of Oahu’s Pearl Harbor

L AVA FLOWS
Feel the heat as you watch the
continuous eruption of the
volcano, Kīlauea

Call 01306 747000 | www.kuoni.co.uk

A NOTE ON PRICE
High season is December to April
and July to August. Either May to
June or September to November is a
great time to go: it’s the dry season,
you’ll get better value and it’s the
ideal time for a West Coast stopover.
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CANADA
‘ There’s nothing quite like the Canadian

Rockies. There are those almost impossibly
turquoise lakes, the winding rivers and
raging waterfalls that cut their way
through rock. And all with a backdrop of
dramatic peaks dusted with icing-sugar
snow. It’s just magical.”
– Karen Munro, Canada expert at Kuoni Winchester
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Peyto Lake, Banff National Park, Canada

Call 01306 747000 | www.kuoni.co.uk
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Where to go

THE BEST PLACES TO GO
IN CANADA
1

2

4

5
Caption

102

In store | Selected John Lewis & Par tners | In travel agents

Where to go

CANADA

Canada is big. Big on nat ure, big on advent ure, big on w i ld life. The cities draw in urbanites
f rom a l l over t he world whi le t he island s, bays and mount ains soot he t he sou ls of nat ure seekers.
So where can we t a ke you?

3

1. B RITISH COLUMBIA

4. O NTARIO

GO FOR: Mountains, whales and
bears, remote lodges

GO FOR: Multicultural Toronto,
Ottawa, waterfalls and lakes

Vancouver has everything that
makes Canada great: ethnic
diversity, wonderful wildlife
and a backdrop that inspires
even the most devoted citydweller to get outdoors. And
it’s a wonderful taster of the
rest of British Columbia (BC), a
province that’s bookended by two
soaring mountain ranges and has
an isle of adventurers’ dreams:
Vancouver Island.

If you love big-city living, Toronto
will deliver, and if you’re looking
for national pride and pageantry
go to the country’s capital,
Ottawa. The province doesn’t rest
on its urban attractions – it has
its fair share of natural wonders
like Niagara Falls, the lakes of
Muskoka and the forest-cloaked
1000 Islands.

2. T HE ROCK Y MOUNTAINS

GO FOR: A European feel, rich
history and heritage

GO FOR: National parks, yearround mountain adventures

While other provinces reflect the
English side of Canada, Québec
showcases the French side. In
the Old Towns of Montréal and
heritage-packed Québec City,
you can wander along cobbled
streets, dip into European-style
cathedrals and grab sweet treats
from patisseries. To fuel your city
wanderings, dine on the provincial
staple, poutine – a delicious
combo of chips, cheese and gravy.

It doesn’t matter which side of
the Alberta-BC border you’re on,
the peaks, valleys and glittering
lakes of the Rockies will take
your breath away. Show-stealing
national parks like Banff and
Jasper sit side by side with quieter
protected mountain parks; head to
Yoho to see the most picturesque
lake of them all or hike through
Glacier’s wildflower meadows.

5. Q UÉBEC

6. A
 TL ANTIC CANADA
3. M ANITOBA
GO FOR: Polar bears and beluga
whales, Winnipeg

6

Call 01306 747000 | www.kuoni.co.uk

For a journey that takes you
beyond the well-trodden paths
of eastern and western Canada,
head for Manitoba. Right at the
heart of the country, this province
is all about roaming polar bears
and migrating Beluga whales, and
Winnipeg – a middle-of-nowhere
city that’s a surprising cultural
heavyweight.

GO FOR: Coastal views, First
Nations and Celtic culture
This corner of the country is
exactly what the name suggests:
the provinces with an Atlantic
coastline. You have neighbouring
New Brunswick and Nova Scotia
with their huge tides, autumn
colours and historic cities; tiny
Prince Edward Island, the setting
of Anne of Green Gables; and
far-flung and sparsely populated
Newfoundland & Labrador.
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Vancouver

VANCOUVER:
CANADA’S CIT Y
WITH A WILD SIDE
Beyond it s st ylish neighbourhood s, low-key c u lt ure
and delicious Canadian c uisine, Vancouver is t he
gateway to t he g reat outdoors.

Vancouver shines with its laidback atmosphere, incredible
mountain backdrop, a celebrated
urban playgrounds and an
unbeatable waterside setting.
It’s likely that the city will be
your first stop on your Western
Canada journey and you’ll want
to set aside at least a few days
to take in its highlights.
THE GREAT OUTDOORS
You don’t need to be in the city
for long to see how important
getting out into nature is for
Vancouverites, or to crave some
al fresco adventures of your own.
Vancouver’s mountain, parkland
and aquatic surroundings are all
within easy reach of the heart of
downtown. You can cycle around
Stanley Park, kayak along pretty
creeks, hike ‘the grind’ to the top
of Grouse Mountain or seek out
the Georgia Strait’s wildlife and
be back in time for pre-dinner
cocktails at one of the city’s
super-sophisticated lounge bars.
FOOD & DRINK
Vancouver’s culinary scene has
been shaped by the city’s diverse
culture and its spectacular
waterside setting – if you like
catch-of-the day dining you’re in
luck here. There’s no particular
spot in the city where restaurants
are concentrated so whichever
of the eclectic neighbourhoods

you happen to be in, you’ll be
sure to find somewhere to satisfy
your hunger pangs. There are
hidden-away sushi joints, French
bistros, Vietnamese hole-in-thewalls, microbreweries and seafood
restaurants where you can sit
down to the freshest BC salmon.
A trip to the Granville Island
Public Market should definitely
be a part of the plan. It’s a real
foodies’ paradise and, if you visit
on a Thursday between June and
October, you can browse the
farmer’s market too.

Capilano Suspension Bridge Park

WHEN TO VISIT
It’s always a good time to visit
Vancouver. The city is at its
warmest and sunniest in July and
August but also at its busiest
with locals and visitors making
the most of the outdoor lifestyle;
you’ll need to book hotels quite
far in advance to secure your spot.
We love visiting in the spring or
autumn as the days are warm and
often sunny and you’ll tend to find
lower prices, better availability
and fewer crowds. Winters are
relatively mild in the city while
snow covers the mountains to the
north – great news if you’re after
a cosy winter retreat.

Vancouver Harbour and Stanley Park

kuoni.co.uk/vancouver

Bo Kaap

Bo Kaap
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Vancouver

CANADA

OUR FAVOURITE
THINGS TO DO
Our must-do ex per iences in and
around Vancouver
SAMPLE LOC AL SPECIALITIES ON
GR ANVILLE ISL AND
Take the False Creek ferry over to Granville
Island Public Market where you can join locals
and chefs from Vancouver’s restaurants as
you go from stall to stall browsing the artisan
offerings of BC’s farmers and producers.
TAKE TO T WO WHEELS IN
STANLEY PARK
Vancouver is blessed with a naturally beautiful
outdoor space – Stanley Park – which is best
explored on two wheels. Head off along the
17-mile Seawall and stop off at view points
and beaches along the way.

WHERE TO STAY
Vancouver has iconic heritage hotels, boutique retreats perfect for
couples and good value waterfront spots

THE FAIRMONT HOTEL
VANCOUVER
BEST FOR: HERITAGE AND
HISTORY

COA ST COAL HARBOUR
BEST FOR: GOOD VALUE AND
A GREAT SET TING

The Fairmont is an elegant
Canadian icon and known locally
as the ‘castle in the city’; reserve a
room at one of Canada’s historical
grand railway hotels.

This modern hotel has an
unbeatable spot on the northern
edge of the city: both Canada
Place and Stanley Park can be
reached with a short walk along
the harbourside.

ROSE WOOD HOTEL GEORGIA
BEST FOR: ULTR A-LUXE
DOWNTOWN DIGS

PAN PACIFIC VANCOUVER
BEST FOR: A ST YLISH PRECRUISE BASE

With its prohibition-style bar that
takes you back to the 1920s and
interiors magazine-worthy rooms,
this top-notch hotel has style and
substance.

You can’t get much closer to the
city’s cruise terminals than the
Pan Pacific. Go for a harbour view
room to make the most of the
hotel’s waterfront setting.
See our full range of Vancouver
accommodation at:
kuoni.co.uk/vancouver/hotels

Call 01306 747000 | www.kuoni.co.uk

SOAR ABOVE THE CIT Y SK YLINE
One of the coolest ways to see Vancouver is
by floatplane. Fly above the glittering city
skyline, pass mountains peaks and soar over
coastal forests before swooping down for an
exhilarating water landing. You can do a simple
out-and-back flight or soar over to Bowen
Island for a gourmet meal.
TREE TOPS AND VIE WS IN THE
NORTH SHORE MOUNTAINS
The North Shore Mountains are home to the
Capilano Suspension Bridge which spans the
Capilano River, and Grouse Mountain – the
best spot to get far-reaching city views.
TR AVEL FROM THE SE A
TO THE SK Y
The Sea to Sky Highway begins in Horseshoe
Bay in West Vancouver, clings the edge of the
beautiful Howe Sound and takes you up into
the Coast Mountains. The highway ends in the
famous resort town of Whistler.

H OW TO S E E VA N C O U V E R
These suggested itineraries feature a stay in
Vancouver and can be tailored to include the
accommodation and experiences of your choice:
Mountain Express p128
British Columbia Family Adventure p130
Mountain Rails & Alaska Cruise p134
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British Columbia

Pacific Rim National Park, Vancouver Island

BRITISH COLUMBIA:
NATURE
SUPERSIZED
Untouched coa st lines, lof t y mount ains and a
breat ht a k ing island where t he t wo meet: Br itish
Columbia is more t han just it s famous gateway cit y.

Vancouver gives you a taster of
British Columbia’s magnificence
but you haven’t seen anything
yet. Sail or fly westwards to an
island where mountains and
forests spill down to driftwood scattered beaches or
weathered rocky shores; head
north to coastal inlets where
grizzly bears roam; or feel the
adrenaline rush in a worldfamous mountain playground.
VANCOUVER ISL AND
This Switzerland-sized island
on the edge of the continent is
a glorious mixture of provincial
power, old-school seaside
character and rugged wilderness.
Start in Victoria – BC’s capital
– and wander through eclectic
neighbourhoods, search for whales
in the Strait of Georgia and see
the city’s landmark government
buildings. After a few days of
city slicking, you’ll start to hear
the call of the wild. Next stop:
Pacific Rim National Park Reserve.
The northern section of the park
stretches along the Esowista
Peninsula and is centred on Long
Beach – an edge-of-the-world
beach where 10 miles of sand is
backed by moss-draped rainforest.
Base yourself in either of the
cool and quirky towns of Tofino
or Ucluelet, and spend your days
beach hopping, whale watching,
kayaking and hiking.

GREAT BEAR R AINFOREST
There aren’t many places that are
quite as temptingly named as the
Great Bear Rainforest. If you’re
looking for one of the world’s
best wildlife and wilderness
experiences, this is where to find
it. This vast expanse of ancient
forest-covered mountains and
islands along BC’s central and
northern coast shelters one of
the most highly concentrated
populations of grizzly bears
on Earth. It’s also home to the
world’s only cream-coated
Kermode bears. Read more about
Great Bear Rainforest lodges on
page 110.

Great Bear Rainforest

COAST MOUNTAINS RESORT
Whistler Blackcomb’s legacy is
legendary. It drew the eyes of the
world when it hosted the Alpine
and Nordic events in the 2010
Winter Olympics and has become
Canada’s most famous ski resort.
But it’s so much more than just
a snow-covered playground.
Once the reminders of winter
have melted away, pistes become
hiking and mountain biking trails
and the view from the recordbreaking PEAK 2 PEAK Gondola
turns from glistening white to
emerald green.
kuoni.co.uk/britishcolumbia
Bo Kaap

PEAK
2 PEAK Gondola, Whistler
Bo
Kaap
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OUR FAVOURITE
THINGS TO DO
Our must-do ex per iences in
Br itish Columbia
TR AVEL BY FLOAT PL ANE
A floatplane transfer is the ultimate way to
travel around the west coast of BC. From
Vancouver, hop over to Victoria or take the
seasonal flight over to Tofino on Vancouver
Island’s west coast. You can also fly up to
Whistler and land on Green Lake.
SEEK OUT WHALES FROM
VANCOUVER ISL AND
There’s nothing quite like catching a glimpse of
a tail as a grey whale dives below the surface,
getting a front-row view of a breaching
humpback or seeing orcas spy hopping. Boat
trips depart from Victoria, Ucluelet and Tofino
but if you’re lucky you might spot one from
the shore.
PADDLE AROUND THE ISL ANDS OF
CL AYOQUOT SOUND
WHERE TO STAY
British Columbia has inns that sit at the edge of the ocean, cool city
boutique hotels and tucked-away luxury lodges

THE WICK ANINNISH, TOFINO,
VANCOUVER ISL AND
BEST FOR: LUXURY BY THE
PACIFIC
Affectionately known as ‘The
Wick’, this lodge is tucked away in
the trees right on the edge of the
continent.
BL ACK ROCK OCE ANFRONT
RESORT, UCLUELE T,
VANCOUVER ISL AND
BEST FOR: PACIFIC SUNSETS
Like The Wick, this resort sits right
by the ocean and has some of the
best views on the island.
THE OSWEGO HOTEL,
VIC TORIA , VANCOUVER ISL AND
BEST FOR: FAMILY SPACE
We love the apartments at this city
hotel, which is centrally located
but away from the busy harbour.

Call 01306 747000 | www.kuoni.co.uk

FAIRMONT CHATE AU WHISTLER
BEST FOR: FAIRY TALE
MOUNTAIN STAYS
This castle in the mountains is
Whistler’s top address. There are
great views of the surrounding
forests and peaks.
SONOR A RESORT, GRE AT BE AR
R AINFOREST
BEST FOR: AN INDULGENT
WILDERNESS RETREAT
This Relais & Châteaux lodge
brings next-level luxury to the
Great Bear Rainforest. Head out
on kayak trips, forest hikes and
helicopter flights.
See our full range of British
Columbia accommodation at:

Experience the sounds of the coast and jungle
and keep an eye out for marine wildlife as
you kayak across the mirror-like waters of
Clayoquot Sound.
GO FROM PE AK TO PE AK
IN WHISTLER
The PEAK 2 PEAK Gondola – the highest
and second longest gondola in the world –
whisks you between Whistler and Blackcomb
Mountains and gives you 360-degree views.
WHIZ Z ABOVE WHISTLER’S
TREE TOPS
Fly through the evergreen forest, over
babbling creeks and between steep valley
sides on a series of ziplines and cross tree-top
bridges on Ziptrek Ecotour’s family favourite
Bear Tour.

SEE BRITISH COLUMBIA ON OUR
This self-drive explores the wilds of British
Columbia and can be tailored to include the
accommodation and experiences of your choice:
Family Adventure in British Columbia p130

kuoni.co.uk/
britishcolumbia/hotels
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Wildlife of British Columbia

grizzly bears in the Great Bear Rainforest

WHERE THE
WILD THINGS ARE
Four legged or f inned, BC’s w i ld life draws people to it s
forest s, mount ains and island s.
“Every day in British Columbia is
a wildlife watching opportunity,
even if it’s by complete chance:
road-crossing bears cause a
mini traffic jam, a raft of sea
lions passes by your waterfront
room as you enjoy your morning
cuppa and whales can be seen
feeding, spy hopping and
breaching a hundred metres off
empty beaches.”
Emma Westcott, Canada expert at
Kuoni at John Lewis Reading
AT SEA
From giant whales on mileslong journeys to resident orcas
hanging round all year, the Pacific
coast of British Columbia is
prime whale-watching territory.
From Vancouver and Victoria,
you might catch a glimpse of
migrating humpback whales
in May, June, September and
October, and southern resident
orcas throughout the summer and
early autumn. Along the island’s
Pacific coast, you’re more likely
to see Pacific grey whales as they
swim between their breeding and
feeding grounds. They usually
reach the region in February and
March and again in the autumn.
Transient orcas sometimes spy
hop and leap playfully as they
pass by this stretch of coast and
there are lots of adorable sea
otters in the waters of Clayoquot
Sound. In Johnston Strait and the

inlets and fjords leading off it, it’s
all about orcas – from mid-July to
the end of September, over 200
northern resident orcas swim in
the salmon-rich waters.
ON L AND
Bears, wolves and moose are
the A-List wildlife species in the
mountains and coastal forests of
BC. The province is home to about
a quarter of North America’s
grizzly bears – a sub-species of
the brown bear. To spot grizzlies,
you’ll need to head into the aptly
named Great Bear Rain Forest
or head up into the Coastal
Mountains or the Rockies. They
usually emerge from their winter
dens in April and return in the
winter. It’s more likely you’ll see
the grizzly bear’s cousin, the black
bear. There are around 120,000
black bears in British Columbia
and they are widely spread
between Vancouver Island and
the BC-Alberta border. If you’re
staying in Tofino or Ucluelet,
there are Zodiac cruises that
follow the coastline where bears
search for crabs and shellfish. To
see Kermode bear – a rare whitecoated black bear – base yourself
at Spirit Bear Lodge and cross
your fingers – no one really knows
exactly how many bears there
are in the wilds of the coastal
rainforests but it could be as low
as 400.

SPOT BC’S WILDLIFE:
Family adventure in BC p130
Rail & Sail: BC Explorer p136
humpback whale

108

In store | Selected John Lewis & Par tners | In travel agents

Wildlife of British Columbia

CANADA

OTHER CANADIAN WILDLIFE HOTSPOTS

CHURCHILL, MANITOBA

Call 01306 747000 | www.kuoni.co.uk

QUÉBEC & ATL ANTIC
C ANADA

ALGONQUIN, ONTARIO

In autumn, this town on
Hudson Bay is like a waiting
room for polar bears
anticipating the return of the
sea ice (p116). In the summer,
the Churchill River is a feeding
spot for beluga whales.

The St Lawrence River, the
Bay of Fundy and the Atlantic
Coast are all great places to
see marine wildlife. You could
see minke, blue, humpback
and northern right whales.

This provincial park a few
hours north of Toronto is
one of the best places to see
moose. The best time to see
them is early in the morning in
spring and the best place is on
a lake’s edge.

kuoni.co.uk/churchill

kuoni.co.uk/atlanticcanada

kuoni.co.uk/algonquin
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B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a ’s w i l d e r n e s s l o d g e s

Lodge
packages can
be added to any
Western Canada
itinerar y
p128-136

Great Bear Lodge, credit Tom Rivest

Kermode bear, Spirit Bear Lodge
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BC’S OFF-THEBEATEN-TRACK
WILDERNESS
LODGES
Solit ude, si lence and sensationa l anima l encounters
are pret t y much g uaranteed at t hese of f-g r id lodges.
SEE THE GRIZZLIES
WHERE? Knight Inlet Lodge
Grizzly bears flock in great
numbers to the densely-packed
forests that tumble down to the
edge of Knight Inlet. If you’ve
come to BC just to see these
incredible animals, this lodge is
the one. The adventure starts with
a 25-minute floatplane ride from
Campbell River to Glendale Cove
and continues as you head out
on a bear-watching trip (by boat
in late spring and summer, and
from a platform in the autumn)
and a laid-back inlet cruise. 2- to
6-night packages are available
and include a stay in Campbell
River on Vancouver Island on
the first night.
EXPLORE THE WATERWAYS
WHERE? Farewell Harbour Lodge
Imagine sitting on the shore of
an otherwise uninhabited island,
switching off from the digital
world and soaking up the views
of the Broughton Archipelago
and Johnston Strait. Seek out
spy-hopping whales and foraging
bears or take to the water on a
sea kayak and at the end of the
day, raise a glass of BC-produced
wine to your adventures. 2- to
6-night packages are available
from Port Hardy or Alder Bay
Resort on Vancouver Island.
Farewell Harbour Lodge

Call 01306 747000 | www.kuoni.co.uk

RETREAT TO AN INTIMATE
OVERWATER LODGE
WHERE? Great Bear Lodge
This is as exclusive as it gets on
the wild West Coast. You won’t
find an address for this floating
lodge – it’s remote setting gives
you that elusive away-from-it-all
feeling. There are just eight rooms
so there’ll never be more than 16
guests and the excursions usually
have a one-guide-to-four-guest
ratio. 3- and 6-night packages
are available departing from
Port Hardy.
SEEK OUT KERMODE BEARS
WHERE? Spirit Bear Lodge
It’s not all about the natural
world in this corner of the
country; for thousands of years,
the islands and forests of the
Great Bear Rainforest have been
home to Coastal First Nations
communities. At this lodge on the
edge of the village of Klemtu you
can learn about the unique bond
between the people and their
land. Your backcountry excursions
in search of the region’s rare
cream-coated Kermode bears are
led by local Kitasoo guides who
will share their stories. 3-, 4- and
7-night packages are available
departing from Vancouver.
Packages can be added to any
suggested itinerary in Western
Canada (p128-136).
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Rocky Mountaineer

RIDE THE RAILS
IN STYLE
Sw itch of f f rom t he dig it a l world and get your
enter t ainment t a k ing in t he mount ain v iews.

“The Rocky Mountaineer
is the ultimate on-the-rails
experience. The service is out
of this world, the food is like
something you’d experience at
a high-end restaurant and, of
course, there are those almost
unreal mountain scenes.”
Lisa Hart, Canada expert at Kuoni
at Peter Jones
THE EXPERIENCE
It all begins before you’ve even
boarded the Rocky Mountaineer.
An early check-in time (between
6:40 and 7am) is made easier with
a warm welcome, tea and coffee
and live piano music. It won’t be
long before the whistle is blown
and you’re being waved off as the
train pulls out of the station. The
trip isn’t rushed so don’t worry
about whizzing past the best
views. The Rocky Mountaineer
shares the rails with freight trains
that have priority. Also, you might
have to stop for a while if there’s
wildlife on the line. When you’ve
reached your hotel, your bags –
which have been transported by
road ahead of you – should be
waiting for you in your room.
THE ROUTES
Thanks to rail road pioneers
forging routes over the Rockies
and down to the west coast,
there’s more than one way to
go. The most popular route is the

First Passage to the West which
runs between Vancouver and
Lake Louise or Banff, stopping for
a night in Kamloops and passing
through the snaking Spiral Tunnels.
The Journey Through the Clouds
itinerary whisks you up across to
Jasper while Rain Forest to Gold
Rush is a two-night trip stopping
in Whistler and Quensel between
Vancouver and Jasper. All routes
go from west to east and then back
again and can easily be added to a
longer tailor-made holiday.
THE SERVICE
Once you’ve decided which route
you’re taking, you need to choose
between the two service levels:
SilverLeaf and GoldLeaf. You’ll
have a fantastic time whichever
you choose; there’ll be delicious
meals created by talented chefs,
drinks and gourmet snacks are
included and you’ll also get
to know your hosts as they’ll
be serving you throughout
the journey. However, it’s the
GoldLeaf service that really
shines. These carriages have two
levels – breakfast and lunch will
be served on the lower floor and
you’ll spend the rest of your time
on the upper level which has
full dome windows and reclining
seats. There’s also an outdoor
platform where you’ll find all the
keen photographers.

Howe Sound

RIDE THE ROCK Y MOUNTAINEER:
Mountain Rails & Alaska Cruise p134
Rail & Sail: BC Explorer p136

112

In store | Selected John Lewis & Par tners | In travel agents

Rocky Mountaineer

CANADA

BEST VIEWS ON THE ROCK Y MOUNTAINEER

Call 01306 747000 | www.kuoni.co.uk

MOUNT ROBSON

HOWE SOUND

KICKING HOR SE RIVER

Reaching the heady heights
of 3954 metres above sea
level, the highest peak in
the Canadian Rockies is an
unmissable landmark.

As you travel between
Vancouver and Whistler you’ll
skim the breathtaking Howe
Sound, BC’s southern-most
fjord, and see its pretty coves.

Shadowed by some of the most
dramatic mountain peaks is
the glacier-fed Kicking Horse
River. The train will follow
the course of the river for 30
glorious miles.

kuoni.co.uk/
journeythroughtheclouds

kuoni.co.uk/
rainforesttogoldrush

kuoni.co.uk/
firstpassagetothewest
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Rocky Mountains

THE NATIONAL
PARKS OF THE
CANADIAN ROCKIES
Sk y-scraping pea k s r ise up f rom t he plains li ke a
nat ura l bar r icade, protecting t hunder ing r ivers,
sti l l la kes and deep va l leys.

Big or small, world famous
or little known, the national
parks of the Rockies are home
to mountain landscapes on an
epic scale. Come here to gaze
at magazine-cover scenes,
follow the enchanting trails
and byways and breathe the
always-fresh Alpine air.
BANFF & JASPER
This world-famous duo are the
Rockies’s show stealing national
parks. This is where monolithic
mountains are wrapped around
snowmelt-fed lakes, rushing water
carves out canyons and snaking
rivers cut through lively resort
towns. Banff National Park is like
the metaphorical big brother; it’s
Canada’s oldest park and a mustvisit natural playground. You can
hike, bike, ride, paddle and climb,
soak in hot springs or be whisked
to the top of a mountain in a
matter of minutes. The Instagram
hot spots of Lake Louise and
Moraine Lake can’t be missed but
you should also make some time
to drive or cycle the beautiful
Bow Valley Parkway, hike through
Johnston Canyon and take a boat
trip on Lake Minnewanka. Jasper
is the slightly quieter of the two
parks but its backdrops are just as
spectacular. We love following the
course of deep-sided ravines and
canoeing out to picture-perfect

islets like Maligne Lake’s Spirit
Island. And the wonders don’t
cease when the sun’s gone down –
Jasper is one of the world’s largest
dark sky preserves. Very little
light pollution means that you’ll
be able to see countless stars, the
arc of the Milky Way and some of
our closest planetary neighbours.
THE KOOTENAY ROCKIES
They might be the poster-child
parks, but Banff and Jasper are
just the tip of the iceberg in
this mighty mountain range. To
really experience the Rockies,
travel onwards and upwards over
high mountain passes. Over the
provincial line in BC’s Kootenay
Rockies there are four smaller
parks – Yoho, Kootenay, Glacier
and Revelstoke – that are just
as impressive and slightly less
crowded than their Alberta
cousins. Our favourite is Yoho;
home to Emerald Lake, a
photographer’s dream and natural
marvel that lives up to its name.
When the skies are clear in the
summer, it takes on an almost
surreal shade of turquoise and the
peaks of the Presidential Range
are mirrored in the still waters.
This is nature without any filters.

Emerald Lake, Yoho National Park

Kootenay National Park

Johnston Canyon, Banff National Park

kuoni.co.uk/rockymountains

Bo Kaap

Bo Kaap
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OUR FAVOURITE
THINGS TO DO
Our must-do ex per iences in t he
Canadian Rock ies
DRIVE THE SPEC TACUL AR
ICEFIELDS PARK WAY
The Icefields Parkway is the drive of a lifetime.
It’s just 140 miles from Lake Louise to Jasper
but you can spend a whole day seeing lakes
and waterfalls and stepping out onto glaciers.
E XPLORE THE KOOTENAY ROCKIES
FROM BANFF
On a full-day Discover Grizzly Bears trip from
Banff, you’ll cross the Kicking Horse Pass,
explore Yoho National Park and visit the
Kicking Horse Mountain Resort’s bear refuge,
home to the rescued grizzly, Boo.
GE T A DIFFERENT PER SPEC TIVE OF
BANFF NATIONAL PARK

WHERE TO STAY

Taking the Banff Gondola to the top of Sulphur
Mountain is the most popular way to get a
bird’s view of Banff and the Bow River Valley.
To escape the crowds, take the open-air Mt
Norquay Sightseeing Chairlift.

Rocky Mountain accommodation ranges from iconic Canadian castles
and rustic log cabins to centre-of-town digs

SEE JA SPER NATIONAL PARK
FROM A SIDE CAR

FAIRMONT CHATE AU L AKE
LOUISE
BEST FOR: LIVING THE
ROCKIES DREAM

EMER ALD L AKE LODGE, YOHO
NATIONAL PARK
BEST FOR: L AKESIDE
HIDEAWAYS

Feel the wind in your hair as you whizz along
the wide open roads of Jasper National Park
in the side car of a Harley Davidson. You can
tailor your own route from the town and out
into the wild.

This iconic heritage hotel has an
unbeatable setting right on the
edge of Banff’s most famous lake.

Choose a Lake View Room and
soak up the views of the emeraldcoloured water from your balcony.

E XPLORE THE MALIGNE VALLE Y ’S
L AKES AND CANYONS

FOX HOTEL & SUITES, BANFF
BEST FOR: A CENTR AL
SET TING

GL ACIER VIE W LODGE,
ICEFIELDS PARK WAY
BEST FOR: ICEFIELD VISTAS

A good-value hotel that places you
right at the heart of the action in
the lively mountain town of Banff.

Experience the beauty of the
Columbia Icefield after the crowds
have gone at this all-inclusive high
country lodge.

Set aside a day to explore this corner of
Jasper National Park. Follow the course of
the Maligne River as it cuts through its deep
but narrow canyon, and then continue on to
Maligne Lake and soak up the amazing lakemeets-mountain views.

FAIRMONT JA SPER PARK
LODGE
BEST FOR: LOG CABIN LUXE
This is a Fairmont with a difference;
rather than grandeur, the style here
is mountain lodge chic.

EXPLORE THE CANADIAN ROCKIES

See our full range of Rockies
accommodation at:

These suggested itineraries visit the Rocky

kuoni.co.uk/rockymountains/
hotels

accommodation and experiences of your choice:

Mountains and can be tailored to include the
Mountain Express Self-Drive p128
Mountain Parks Discovery Self-Drive p132
Mountain Rails & Alaska Cruise p134

Call 01306 747000 | www.kuoni.co.uk
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Manitoba

UP CLOSE WITH

POLAR BEARS

Come face-to-face w it h one of ear t h ’s mightiest creat ures
in Manitoba’s va st icy w i lder ness.

Seeing polar bears in the wild
is up there with the greatest
wildlife adventures. At the
edge of the Arctic, on the
shores of huge Hudson Bay,
the remote town of Churchill is
known as the ‘polar bear capital
of the world’. The reason that
expeditioners and wildlife
documentary makers from
around the globe flock to this
unassuming outpost is because
of how incredibly close you can
get to the bears here. So close
that you might just have a pane
of glass between you and a
10-feet-tall, 600kg bear.
THE TUNDR A BUGGY ®
EXPERIENCE
What’s the safest way to get within
a few feet of wild polar bears?
On the Tundra Buggy®: a gigantic
bear-proof vehicle that looks a
bit like a monster truck. It travels
across the frozen plains into the
Churchill Wildlife Management
Area for an exclusive experience
out on the icy Arctic tundra, and
allows you to spot the majestic
bears and other wildlife such as
caribou, Arctic foxes and snowy
owls from the comfort of the
vehicle. You’ll also get the most
amazing photos – curious bears
often wander up to the buggy and
stand on their back legs to peer
inside the windows!

GET TING TO CHURCHILL
There aren’t many roads up in the
Great White North so polar bear
experiences begin in Manitoba’s
cosmopolitan capital of Winnipeg.
Winnipeg is an interesting place
to stop – highlights include the
Canadian Museum for Human
Rights and the historic The Forks
area, which has been an important
meeting place for thousands of
years. From Winnipeg, it’s a twohour flight to Churchill. The best
way to visit is as part of a prebooked tour, which will include
your flights between Winnipeg and
Churchill, a place to stay, selected
meals, some of your sightseeing
and all of your bear watching.
WHEN TO GO
The late autumn months of
October and November are the
best times to spot polar bears,
when hundreds roam the shores
of Hudson Bay as they wait for
their hunting ground – the sea
ice – to return. This is a great
time to be in Manitoba as you
can go dog sledding too, and you
might also get to see the northern
lights dance across the night sky,
casting swirls of bright green and
purple (read more on p124).
In summer ( July and August) you
can still spot polar bears, but it’s
more about beluga whales and
smaller mammals like hares and
Arctic foxes.

GET UP CLOSE WITH POL AR BEARS ON OUR:
Churchill & Polar Bear Experience p138

Tundra Buggy®
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MANITOBA IN SUMMER

Call 01306 747000 | www.kuoni.co.uk

BELUGA WHALES

DOG C ARTING

WILDFLOWER S & WILDLIFE

Summer is a great time to see
the world’s largest population
of beluga whales in the
Churchill River. Spot these
gentle creatures on a Zodiac
ride or on a kayak trip along
the coast.

In winter there’s dog sledding,
but if your trip to Manitoba
is in summer you can still get
the thrill of being whisked
across the tundra by a team of
awesome dogs by going dog
carting instead.

See the landscape burst
into life as thousands of
wildflowers start to bloom and
young hares and Arctic foxes
play. You might even spot a
polar bear snoozing in the
bright purple fireweed.

kuoni.co.uk/belugawhales

kuoni.co.uk/dogcarting

kuoni.co.uk/manitobaflowers
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Toronto

CANADA’S CITIES:
THE URBAN EAST
98% of t he countr y’s popu lation is packed into a
few pret t y impressive cities on t he ea st side.

Canada isn’t just swirling
glaciers and salmon-grappling
bears. Over in the east, there
are big cities that show just
how impressively the country
gets down to business too.
URBAN CANADA
Where Vancouver has wildlife and
mountains, Canada’s eastern cities
have lots of neighbours thriving
together within a relatively small
area (by Canadian standards).
They’ve all got incredible food
like melty poutine in Québec City,
and what’s essentially a food gold
mine at St. Lawrence Market in
Toronto. There are exhilarating
sports – you can catch the
national game of ice hockey in
any major city – and some cities
are still close enough to dazzling
nature like Niagara Falls (just an
hour and a half from Toronto).
The diversity is surprising.
Québec City looks and feels like
somewhere copied and pasted
right out of Europe, complete with
a castle-like hotel and a UNESCO
World Heritage-standard Old
Town. The capital, Ottawa, is great
for hitting museums and picking
up tidbits of Canadian history.
Toronto is the biggest and busiest,
a multi-cultural microcosm that
proudly flies the diversity flag.
This is where to do the typical
city stuff, like big-mall shopping,
having dinner 351 metres
above ground in the CN Tower’s
revolving restaurant and getting
a taste of its contrasting cultures
with Sicilian cannoli and bowls of
Korean bibimbap.

GET TING AROUND
Toronto is under two hours’ flight
from cities like Montréal and New
York. VIA Rail Canada makes easy
work of ticking off the eastern
cities and is our favourite way of
getting between Toronto, Ottawa,
Montréal and Québec City. The
cities are walkable and have
great public transport: Toronto’s
subway, Ottawa’s O-Train and
Montréal’s metro. You can also
take an epic east-to-west journey
from Halifax. It’s more doable
than you might think thanks to
VIA Rail’s 4-day ‘The Canadian’
train with potential polar bear
stops in Churchill via Winnipeg,
and the option to hop on the
Rocky Mountaineer in Jasper for a
luxurious finale (p112).
WHEN TO GO
The beauty of Canada’s cities
is that they’re never off limits,
even when winter comes. Colder
weather just means another type
of playtime, one with ice skating
on a natural rink because Ottawa’s
canal has frozen over, eating
maple taffy made right in the ice
and basking in the excitement of
Christmas in the air. Spring and
autumn are popular because the
weather is pleasantly mild for
getting around, although cyclistfriendly roads and a bumper pack
of festivals makes the summer
humidity worth it.

Montréal

Québec

kuoni.co.uk/quebec
kuoni.co.uk/ontario

Bo Kaap

Bo Kaap
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OUR FAVOURITE
E A STERN CITIES
Our must-v isit cities on
Canada’s ea st side
TORONTO: MULTI-LINGUAL LOCALS
AND URBAN COOL
Pumped with big city energy, Toronto is one
of the most multicultural cities in the world.
Its locals share over 200 languages and
collect in cultural neighbourhoods that are
perfect for street food tours. Check out quirky
neighbourhoods like Kensington Market and
swing by Niagara Falls on an epic day trip.
OT TAWA: NATIONAL PRIDE IN
THE CAPITAL
The seat of Canadian government bursts with
national pride. Learn about the country’s
roots at the Canadian Museum of History and
get a view of the most important building
at Parliament Hill. If you’re headed this way
between late June to late August, you can
catch the British-influenced Changing of the
Guard ceremony every morning.

WHERE TO STAY
These are a few of our favourite places to stay in Toronto, Ottawa,
Montréal and Québec City

CHELSE A HOTEL, TORONTO
BEST FOR: SIGHTSEEING
A big downtown hotel that’s great
value for its central location close
to Eaton Centre shopping mall and
subway stops.
THE FAIRMONT ROYAL YORK,
TORONTO
BEST FOR: HISTORICAL
GR ANDEUR
This elegant heritage property
sits right opposite Grand Union
Station in easy walking distance of
landmarks like the CN Tower.
THE LORD ELGIN, OT TAWA
BEST FOR: GUARDS
MARCHING
On top of its close-to-the-sights
location, the summertime
Changing of the Guard also passes
right by this Art Deco masterpiece.

Call 01306 747000 | www.kuoni.co.uk

FAIRMONT THE QUEEN
ELIZ ABE TH, MONTRÉAL
BEST FOR: FAMOUS SUITES
Stay in the suite best known as
where John Lennon and Yoko Ono
staged their Montréal Bed-In for
Peace in 1969.
FAIRMONT LE CHÂTE AU
FRONTENAC, QUÉBEC CIT Y
BEST FOR: OLD -WORLD
MAJEST Y
This beauty is Canada’s most
iconic hotel – a fairytale château
with National Historic Site status
overlooking the river.

MONTRÉ AL: FOOD AND FRENCH
CULTURE
Peek at the building tops from Mount Royal
Park’s summit, wander around Old Montréal’s
European streets and gaze on at otherworldly
acrobatic shows in the home of Cirque du Soleil.
QUÉBEC CIT Y: DELIGHTFUL
EUROPEAN CHARM
For North Americans who’ve never made it
to the other side of the pond, a trip to Old
Québec comes close. The walled old town is
ridiculously pretty – think narrow cobbled
streets and quaint cafés. This is also where
you’ll find the best poutine.

H O W T O S E E C A N A D A’ S E A S T E R N
CITIES

See our full range of Eastern
Canada city hotels at:

These suggested itineraries all feature Canada’s

kuoni.co.uk/quebec/hotels

choice of hotels and experiences:

kuoni.co.uk/ontario/hotels

Family Explorer in Ontario p140

eastern cities and can be tailored to include your

Capital Experience by rail p142
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Ontario

ESCAPE THE CITY

IN ONTARIO

Go beyond t he cit y for Ont ar io’s mist-covered water fa l ls,
sweet ice w ine and cent ur y-old la ke traditions.

Ontario is so much more than
its capital – the province is
bigger than France and Spain
combined. It’s guardian to
twenty per cent of the world’s
freshwater, part of which feeds
the crashing reams that make
up Niagara Falls.

for fishing and paddleboarding
in popular Muskoka or escape to
Algonquin Provincial Park. The
park was the first of its kind in the
country in 1893 and Canadians
have been canoeing here – the
main lake is actually called Canoe
Lake – for over a century.

NIAGAR A FALLS: THE
BUCKET LIST WONDER

SUMMER AT BLUE

It’s big and it’s busy, but you
wouldn’t dream of missing it.
Hop on The Hornblower with
your waterproof camera –
seeing Niagara Falls up close
becomes a full-on shower. And
if you can spare more time
than a whistlestop tour, there
are a few extra treats hidden
up Niagara’s sleeve. Nearby
vineyards specialise in ice wine
tastings, a sweet after-dinner
wine made from grapes left to
freeze on the vine. And Niagaraon-the-Lake’s charming 19thCentury architecture makes it a
nice alternative in contrast with
Niagara’s mini Vegas vibes.

A couple of hours north of
Toronto, there’s a chocolatebox mountain village complete
with powdered pistes in winter
and a huge spectrum of summer
activities. Families get to tackle
treetop canopy adventures and
trails for hiking and mountain
biking, with the convenience of
shopping and dining in resort.

L AKE RETREATS IN
COT TAGE COUNTRY
At the weekend, Ontario’s city
dwellers make a beeline for
cottage country. It’s where deep
forests cushion freshwater lakes
and resorts and rentals come
with everything you need for rest
and laid-back fun. Join the locals

MOUNTAIN RESORT

KINGSTON AND THE
THOUSAND ISL ANDS

Cottage Country, Ontario

There’s pretty cool history in
Kingston. It’s Canada’s original
capital, home to the country’s
oldest prison, Kingston Pen, and
Fort Henry, a 19th-Century British
military fort that’s kept alive with
elaborate re-enactments. For
us though, the main draw is The
Thousand Islands. Daily ferry rides
take you down the St. Lawrence
River around the scattering of
1800-plus islands, some of which
are tiny islets just about holding
up a whole castle or lighthouse.

SEE ONTARIO’S NATUR AL BEAUT Y ON OUR:
Family Explorer in Ontario Self-Drive p140
Niagara Falls
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Ontario

CANADA

OUR FAVOURITE EXPERIENCES IN ONTARIO

Call 01306 747000 | www.kuoni.co.uk

NIAGAR A FALLS
ADVENTURE PA SS

DELUXE NIAGAR A WINERY
TOUR

ALGONQUIN C ANOEING
GROUP PADDLE

Poncho up for the Journey
Behind the Falls and sail
into the mist on the iconic
Hornblower cruise, which are
both included in your Niagara
Falls Adventure Pass.

Drink up with wine tastings
and tours at two of Niagara’s
wineries before lunch and free
time to explore Niagara-onthe-Lake, a quaint 19thCentury town.

Canoe across a lake, cross
a portage, pick seasonal
berries and go on a little hike
for panoramic views over
Algonquin Provincial Park.

kuoni.co.uk/niagarafalls

kuoni.co.uk/niagarawinery

kuoni.co.uk/algonquincanoe
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Atlantic Canada

ATLANTIC CANADA:
THE ROAD
LESS TRAVELLED
Canada’s quieter cor ner draws you in w it h it s
nat ura l beaut y and catch-of-t he-day dishes.

A quartet of provinces face
out across the vast Northern
Atlantic, closer to home than
the town of Tofino over on the
edge of British Columbia. Life
here revolves around the ocean:
its huge tides and wildlife,
its towering icebergs and its
power to shape the land.
NOVA SCOTIA
& NEW BRUNSWICK
Thanks in part to the easy
connections with the rest of
Canada, these twin provinces
are the most visited in Atlantic
Canada. The rolling coastal
landscapes and familiar but
distinctive culture certainly help
too. Most holidays start in Halifax,
a city with a rich seafaring past
and an urban enclave in an
otherwise very rural corner of
the world. Travel along the coast
either way and it’s all charming
seafront villages, lighthouses and
craggy coastlines. The narrow and
long Bay of Fundy separates the
two and is where you’ll see the
world’s highest tides; twice a day
160 million tonnes of water rush
in and out of the bay and at New
Brunswick’s Hopewell Rocks the
water rises and falls between 10
and 14 metres.

Islands into Nova Scotia, the
second smallest province; if
you find a base in the capital,
Charlottetown, you’ll easily be
able to see the rest of the island
in a couple of days. It may be little
but it packs a serious cultural
punch – this is where the idea of
creating a new country was born,
it’s the setting of the children’s
literature favourite: Anne of Green
Gables, and it mixes First Nations,
Acadian and Celtic history. Once
you’ve covered all the cultural
angles, follow the coastal drives,
walk along the beaches and dine
on farm-to-fork food.

humpback whale in the Bay of Fundy

Malpeque Harbour, Prince Edward Island

NEWFOUNDL AND
& L ABR ADOR
Not many people make it up to
this corner of the continent. Go
off grid, turn off your Wi-Fi and
let the rugged coastlines, icy
waterways and pretty-as-a-picture
villages become your next talking
point at the dinner table. Seasonal
delights include drifting icebergs,
breaching whales or landscapeenriching fall colours but there are
plenty of always-there wonders
like deep-sided fjords, reminders
of Norse visitors, fishing villages
and colourful clap-board houses.
kuoni.co.uk/atlanticcanada

PRINCE EDWARD ISL AND
This province is miniscule by
Canadian standards. You could
fit just under ten Prince Edward

Bo Kaap

Peggy’s
Bo
Kaap Cove, Nova Scotia
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OUR FAVOURITE
THINGS TO DO
Our must-do ex per iences in
At lantic Canada:
DRIVE THE SWEEPING ROADS OF
THE CABOT TR AIL
Take in the panoramic ocean views as you
weave along Cape Breton Island’s Cabot Trail.
Take it slow and stop at the many lookouts and
trail heads.
WALK ON THE OCE AN FLOOR
IN THE BAY OF FUNDY
The Bay of Fundy has the world’s highest tides.
The best place to see the huge scale of the
tidal range is Hopewell Rocks where the water
has carved sea stacks that rise up from the
ocean floor.
VISIT PEGGY ’S COVE AND SEE
THE ICONIC LIGHTHOUSE
Peggy’s Point Lighthouse is an Atlantic Canada
landmark about an hour outside Halifax.
Wander around the rocky headland and take in
the picture-postcard views.
WHERE TO STAY
While accommodation is limited in Atlantic Canada, you’ll still find
futuristic ocean-edge retreats, historic houses and grand city hotels

FOGO ISL AND INN,
NE WFOUNDL AND
BEST FOR: UNSPOILED
WILDERNESS
This Atlantic-side all-season lodge,
which appeared on Amazing
Hotels: Life Beyond the Lobby, is
a modern masterpiece and luxury
base for island adventures.
GRE AT GEORGE HOTEL,
CHARLOT TE TOWN, PRINCE
EDWARD ISL AND
BEST FOR: BOUTIQUE CHARM
This intimate hotel has a 170-year
history and pure Prince Edward
Island charm. Its rooms are
located in 12 heritage buildings
along two streets and you can take
a walking tour of the hotel to get
your bearings.

KELTIC LODGE AT THE
HIGHL ANDS, NOVA SCOTIA
BEST FOR: COASTAL VISTAS
Another hotel with edge-of-theworld vibes, this time on beautiful
Cape Breton Island. There’s a spa
and a nearby golf club.
THE LORD NELSON HOTEL
& SUITES, HALIFA X, NOVA
SCOTIA
BEST FOR: A CENTR AL
SET TING
If you want to be at the heart of
the action in Halifax choose this
good-value hotel. It has a mix of
classic and modern style and is just
a few blocks from the waterfront.
See our full range of Atlantic
Canada accommodation at:
kuoni.co.uk/atlanticcanada/
hotels

Call 01306 747000 | www.kuoni.co.uk

DISCOVER THE WONDER S OF
NEWFOUNDL AND’S FOGO ISL AND
Just off the east coast of Newfoundland is the
small but perfectly formed Fogo Island. Join
a local guide, walk the island’s trails or take a
whale-watching cruise out on the Atlantic and
then share stories around the campfire.
SEE PUFFINS AND WHALES
FROM ST JOHN’S, NEWFOUNDL AND
St John’s has its fair share of natural
attractions and wildlife. On a two-hour trip
on the MV Cetacean Quest, sail through The
Narrows – the entrance to St John’s Harbour
– and out into the North Atlantic in search of
whales and towering icebergs.

H O W T O S E E AT L A N T I C C A N A D A
These suggested itineraries explore Atlantic
Canada and can be tailored to include the
accommodation and experiences of your choice:
Maritime Provinces Self-Drive p144
Newfoundland and Labrador Explorer
Self-Drive p146
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Winter

CANADA’S COOLEST

SEASON

When t he temperat ure drops and t he snow st ar t s to fa l l,
you’ l l f ind out why w inter in Canada is so mag ica l.

Yes, it might get cold enough
to turn hot water to snow in
a matter of seconds, but this
is when forests and mountain
peaks glisten with fresh snow,
lakes and canals become
natural ice rinks and the aurora
light up the night sky. As long
as you pack plenty of layers
and snow boots alongside your
sense of adventure, you’ll be
ready to embrace winter with
true Great White North spirit.
WINTER TR AVEL
Canada gets very busy in the peak
summer months. In winter, you’ll
be hanging out with the locals and
seeing a side to the country that
few people get to see. The already
spectacular backdrops such as the
Rockies or the St Lawrence River
look even better with a covering
of snow or a layer of sparkling
ice. Travel can be a little trickier
at this time of year – you won’t
want to get behind the wheel of
the car when a snowstorm blows
through – but the Canadians know
what they’re doing when the
temperature drops. Shuttle buses
operate in the mountain regions
in all weather and the trains rarely
stop running.
IN THE CIT Y
Icy lakes, canals and rivers frame
Eastern Canada’s cities, and
festivals celebrating the coldest

months of the year are the event
of the season. Seeing snow
sculptures and stepping out on
to the ice in a pair of skates is a
must in Canada so we recommend
checking out Ottawa’s Winterlude
masterpieces or making your way
through the city on the frozen
Rideau Canal. It’s really easy to
get around using the national
rail network, VIA Rail (we think
taking the train is the best way to
hop between cities year round),
and there are plenty of public
transport options in town. And
if the cold gets a bit too much,
Toronto and Montréal both have
huge underground ‘cities’ where
you can shop, drink and dine.
OUTDOOR ADVENTURES
It’s in the great outdoors that
winter really casts its spell
and this is where you can fully
embrace the winter lifestyle.
Of course you can ski, but it’s not
all about what happens on piste.
Hike through deep-cut canyons up
to blue-tinted icefalls in Banff and
Jasper National Parks and you’ll
feel like you’ve passed through
the wardrobe portal into Narnia.
There are bucket-list moments
like ice skating on Lake Louise and
seeing the northern lights in the
Yukon as well as more unexpected
experiences such as watching
huge storms roll in on the Pacific
Rim coast of Vancouver Island.

Lake Louise, Banff National Park

EXPLORE CANADA IN THE WINTER:
Capital Experience by Rail p142

Québec City
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CANADA

OUR FAVOURITE WINTER EXPERIENCES

Call 01306 747000 | www.kuoni.co.uk

HIKE JOHNSTON C ANYON

SK ATE ON A C ANAL

SEE THE NORTHERN LIGHT S

During a stay in Banff National
Park, put on a pair of cleats,
wrap up warm and walk along
the ice- and water-carved
Johnston Canyon to the frozen
upper and lower falls.

Step out onto the world’s
largest naturally frozen skating
rink in Canada’s snow-frosted
capital, Ottawa. Depending
on weather conditions, Rideau
Canal Skateway tends to open
in December or January.

Travel up to the Yukon,
Canada’s top-left territory and
you’ll be in prime position to
see the Aurora Borealis. The
conditions need to be right but
when they align you’re in for
an unforgettable spectacle.

kuoni.co.uk/rockymountains

kuoni.co.uk/ottawa

kuoni.co.uk/yukon
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INSPIRED? W H AT N E X T
We’ve inspired you to experience
the wonders of Canada – so
what’s next? The following pages
showcase a handpicked selection
of our suggested itineraries
with recommended hotels and
sightseeing included. They’re a
starting point: take them as they
are or go to town shaping your
own adventure.

Where to start

Make it your own

Whether you’ve never set foot in Canada or
you’re a seasoned visitor looking for your
next great adventure, the features on pages
102 to 124 are there to inspire you. Once
you’ve got something in mind and want to
narrow down your ideas, take a look at the
following suggested itineraries and check
out the ‘why you’ll love it’ section. We’ve
also highlighted the best time to visit each
destination – a helpful tool if you can only
travel at a particular time of the year.

The duration, accommodation and unique
experiences we’ve picked are based on
our own experience as well as feedback
from our customers – but these aren’t set
in stone. Together, we can talk through
where you want to go and find hotels that
suit your taste, add on extra destinations
or even extend your holiday. Each itinerary
suggests ways you can change it; if you
don’t see the holiday you have in mind, we
can help you create it.

NORTHWEST TERRITORIES

THE JOURNE Y IS PART OF

THE ADVENTURE

YUKON

CANADA
BRITISH COLUMBIA

ALBERTA

Prince Rupert

SELF-DRIVE
Canada’s wide, open roads, spectacular scenery,
friendly cities and incredible national parks
seem as if they’ve been made for self-drives.
Our suggested self-drives usually include
ﬂights, car hire and accommodation. Some
might even include a few experiences but
unless it’s speciﬁed, the sightseeing we mention
is just a suggestion.

Prince George

Great Bear Rainforest

Toﬁno

MANITO

Edmonton
Jasper National Park
Yoho National Park
Banﬀ National Park
Calgary
Revelstoke

Sun Peaks
Campbell River

SASKATCHEWAN

Kamloops
Whistler
Vancouver

Nelson

Victoria

BANFF NATIONAL PARK
This is the Rocky Mountains park that
started it all. See it’s breathtaking
peaks, valleys and turquoise lakes
PACIFIC
OCEAN

USA

R AIL JOURNE YS
Canada is a great place to see through the
window of a train. Stations are located in the
heart of each city you visit, usually within
easy walking distance of our featured hotels.
We feature two types of rail journey: the
sightseeing routes of the Rocky Mountaineer in
Western Canada, and VIA Rail, the national rail
service which spans the country.
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PACIFIC RIM
Vancouver Island’s wild west coast
has an edge-of-the-world feel and
waters and forests rich in wildlife
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SUGGESTED ITINER ARIES
Mountain Rails & Alaska Cruise
Be inspired p112

134

Capital Experience by Rail
Be inspired p118

142

Family Adventure in BC Self-Drive 130
Be inspired p106

Rail & Sail: BC Explorer
Be inspired p112

136

Maritime Provinces Self-Drive
Be inspired p122

144

Mountain Parks Discovery
Self-Drive
Be inspired p114

Churchill & Polar Bear Experience 138
Be inspired p116

Mountain Express Self-Drive
Be inspired p114

128

132

Family Explorer in Ontario
Self-Drive
Be inspired p120

Newfoundland & Labrador
Explorer Self-Drive
Be inspired p12
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140

Churchill

CAPE BRETON ISL AND

OBA

CHURCHILL

ONTARIO

This Manitoba town on the edge
of Hudson Bay is the ‘Polar Bear
Capital of the World’

QUÉBEC

An island on the eastern coast of the
country is a land of rugged cliffs,
Celtic culture and fall colours
LABRADOR

L’Anse-au-Clair

Winnipeg

Saint Anthony

Twillingate
Gander
NEWFOUNDLAND
PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND

Algonquin Provincial Park

Ottawa

St John’s

Charlottetown
Québec City
Cape Breton Island
Moncton
Montréal
Saint John
NOVA SCOTIA

The Blue Mountains
Toronto

Digby

Kingston
Niagara Falls

ATLANTIC
OCEAN

TORONTO
This lakeside city, where hundreds
of cultures meet, is the largest
metropolis in Canada

Call 01306 747000 | www.kuoni.co.uk

Halifax
Western Shore

A NOTE ON PRICE
Call us for up-to-date prices for our suggested
itineraries or any other holiday you want us to craft
for you. The cost of your holiday depends on the
time of year that you travel – in Canada it’s often
best to go outside of peak times as the experiences
can be just as good, crowds are smaller and prices
are lower. It also depends on how long you go for
and your preferred airline, hotels and experiences,
as well as any special oﬀ ers that might be available.
Flights to Canada often have aﬀ ordable upgrade
prices. Whatever you choose, you’ll have roundthe-clock support from us in the UK.
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Mount ain E xpre s s S elf- D rive

MOUNTAIN EXPRESS SELF-DRIVE
This Western Canada self-drive is short but sweet. Set oﬀ from Calgary, head up into the Rocky
Mountains and explore two of Canada’s most famous national parks – Banﬀ and Jasper. Spend a night in
Sun Peaks before dipping down to sea level and spending a couple of nights in Vancouver.

SUGGESTED ROUTE 7 NIGHT S FROM C ALGARY
DAY 1: CALGARY Spend a night
in Calgary before beginning
your trip. Stay at Calgary
Marriott Hotel.
DAY 2: BANFF Enjoy the views
as you drive towards the Rocky
Mountains. Spend a couple of
nights in Banﬀ and make the
most of the mountain backdrops

and glacier-fed lakes. Stay 2
nights at Buffalo Mountain
Lodge.

and keep an eye out for elk,
bears, wolves and mountain
goats. Stay at The Crimson.

DAY 4: JASPER Set off north
along the Icefields Parkway,
a spectacular mountain road
that connects Banff and Jasper
National Parks. During your
stay in Jasper, explore its
breathtaking canyons and lakes

DAY 5: SUN PEAKS Hit the
road again and stop off in
Mount Robson and Wells Gray
Provincial Parks on your way
to the mountain resort of Sun
Peaks. Stay at Sun Peaks Grand
Hotel.

DAY 6: VANCOUVER The last
leg of your drive brings you to
Vancouver, one of the world’s
most beautiful cities. A hop-on/
hop-off city bus tour and visit
to the Vancouver Lookout is
included during your stay. Stay
2 nights at Coast Coal Harbour.

Maligne Lake, Jasper National Park

WHY YOU’LL LOVE THIS SELF-DRIVE

WHEN TO GO

• Head up to Lake Louise and Moraine Lake, two of Banff National
Park’s top beauty spots

• Late spring is a good time to travel but the lakes in Banff and Jasper
will not have thawed and some seasonal roads may be closed

• Drive the Icefields Parkway and stop off at glaciers, lakes and
waterfalls along the way

• Summers are busy in the Rockies so you’ll need to book early

• Stargaze in Jasper, the world’s second largest Dark Sky Preserve
• Hike and bike the trails in Sun Peaks
• Explore Vancouver’s parks, waterways and farmer’s markets
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• In October, the crowds thin out and the larch needles turn a beautiful
shade of orange
• The first snowfall in the mountains can occur in late September or
early October
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CANADA

MAKE IT YOUR OWN
We’ve crafted this self-drive based on our own experiences and customers’ feedback. It’s fully ﬂ exible, so talk to us and
we can create your perfect trip.
WHERE TO STAY

UNIQUE EXPERIENCES

HOW LONG

ANOTHER STOP

We’ve chosen superior
accommodation on this tour but
it’s easy to upgrade your hotels.
In Banff you can upgrade to
either Fairmont Banff Springs,
or the iconic Fairmont Chateau
Lake Louise where you can
enjoy traditional afternoon tea
overlooking the lake.

There are a couple of Vancouver
experiences included on this
self-drive but there are plenty
of other things to do. As you
drive the Iceﬁ elds Parkway,
take a trip on to the Athabasca
Glacier and later ﬁnd a spot
for a picnic lunch. In Jasper
National Park, head out on a
cruise on Maligne Lake.

This self-drive is just a week
long so it’s a great option if
you’re short on time or you
want to add a Rockies self-drive
to an Alaska cruise or a trip
around Vancouver Island. If you
have a few more days to spare,
add an extra night in Jasper or
extend your stay in Vancouver.

After your time in Jasper, add
a stay in Wells Gray Provincial
Park – home to the thundering
Helmcken Falls – or the
legendary mountain resort of
Whistler. You can also head
over the Strait of Georgia and
spend a night or two in Victoria
and Tofino or Ucluelet.

See more of our Canada self-drives: kuoni.co.uk/canada/self-drives
BRITISH COLUMBIA

ALBERTA

Jasper

L AKE CRUISE
See the beauty of Maligne Lake
and the famous Spirit Island in
Jasper National Park
Vancouver

Banﬀ
Sun Peaks

Calgary

RIDE ON ICE
Elevate your day on the Icefields
Parkway by adding a trip onto the
Athabasca Glacier

PACIFIC
OCEAN
BANFF CHAIRLIFT
Ride the Mount Norquay Sightseeing
Chairlift and enjoy the views out
over the town and mountains

CYCLE STANLEY PARK
Add a cycling tour of Stanley Park,
a great introduction to the city’s
green spaces and beaches

Call 01306 747000 | www.kuoni.co.uk

A NOTE ON PRICE
You can pick different standards of
accommodation on this self-drive
so there will be options for various
budgets. If you travel outside the
peak season (late June to August),
you’ll get better value.
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Family Adventure in B C S elf- D rive

FAMILY ADVENTURE IN BC SELF-DRIVE
We’ve crafted this self-drive with thrill-seeking families in mind, but it’s a great option for grown-ups
too. Experience the best of British Columbia’s great outdoors and see the incredible wildlife that’s found
in the sea and on shore.

SUGGESTED ROUTE 11 NIGHT S FROM VANCOUVER
DAY 1: VANCOUVER Your
family holiday starts with
two full days in Vancouver,
exploring Stanley Park and the
North Shore Mountains. We’ve
included a few city excursions
like a ride on the FlyOver
Canada simulator, entry to the
Capilano Suspension Bridge
Park and a ride up to the peak
of Grouse Mountain. Stay 3
nights at Rosedale on Robson.

DAY 4: WHISTLER Drive the
Sea to Sky Highway up into
the Coastal Mountains. During
your time in the world-famous
mountain playground of
Whistler, take a ride on the
record-breaking PEAK 2 PEAK
gondola. Optional excursions
here include zip-lining, river
rafting and bear viewing. Stay 3
nights at Delta Whistler.

DAY 7: PARKSVILLE Board a
ferry from Horseshoe Bay and
cross the Strait of Georgia on
your way to Vancouver Island.
Stay at Tigh-na-Mara.
DAY 8: TOFINO Follow the
winding Pacific Rim Highway
to the island’s wild west
coast where you’ll be based
in Tofino, a small town on
the edge of Clayoquot Sound.
Spend your time beach hopping
in the Pacific Rim National
Park Reserve or searching for

wildlife on a whale- or bearwatching cruise. Stay 2 nights
at Pacific Sands Beach Resort.
DAY 10: VICTORIA Spend a day
driving back across the island
and down to Victoria, British
Columbia’s charming capital.
The next day, explore the Inner
Harbour and the city’s eclectic
neighbourhoods or head out
onto the water on an optional
whale-watching cruise. Stay 2
nights at Coast Victoria Hotel.

Capilano Suspension Bridge Park, near Vancouver

WHY YOU’LL LOVE THIS SELF-DRIVE

WHEN TO GO

•	Explore the treetops and mountain peaks of Vancouver’s North
Shore Mountains

•	The school summer holiday are a great time to travel to BC with
mostly sunny skies and warm temperatures; it’s also the busiest time
of year so you’ll have to book quite far in advance

•	In Whistler, ride the mountain-spanning PEAK 2 PEAK Gondola and
see the region’s black bears on a guided tour
•	Play on the wild and wide-open beaches of Vancouver Island’s Pacific
Rim National Park Reserve
• Add a whale-watching cruise or kayaking trip to your stay in Victoria
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•	You could do this self-drive during May or October half term but you
might be affected by winter weather up in the mountains
•	If you’re travelling without children, we recommend visiting BC either
in June, September or early October
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MAKE IT YOUR OWN
We’ve crafted this self-drive based on our own experiences and customers’ feedback. It’s fully ﬂ exible, so talk to us and
we can create your perfect trip.
WHERE TO STAY

UNIQUE EXPERIENCES

HOW LONG

ANOTHER STOP

We’ve handpicked hotels with
rooms that are perfect for
families like suites, cottages
and interconnecting rooms. If
you’re travelling as a couple, we
can easily tailor hotel or room
choices to suit you; we highly
recommend treating yourself to
a stay at the Fairmont Empress
in Victoria.

We’ve included a handful of
family-friendly experiences like
Vancouver’s FlyOver Canada
ride and a ride on Whistler’s
PEAK 2 PEAK Gondola. There
are plenty more you can
add, such as bear and whale
watching from Tofino and a
kayaking tour in Victoria.

11 nights is the shortest time
you’ll need to really get to
know the mountains, cities and
coastline of British Columbia
and cover the long distances
between each destination. If
you have extra days to spare,
we recommend spending
another night or two in Tofino
or the nearby town of Ucluelet.

This is already a packed
itinerary but it’s easy to add
stops in other places. You can
add a cruise to the end of the
holiday or head up to one of
BC’s coastal lodges (p110). They
don’t have lots of kid-focused
facilities but you’ll be out
exploring the wilderness for
most of the day.

See more of our Canada self-drives: kuoni.co.uk/canada/self-drives

ALBERTA

BRITISH COLUMBIA

MOUNTAIN ADVENTURES
COUNTRY MARKET

Take the record-breaking PEAK
2 PEAK Gondola from Whistler
Mountain to Blackcomb Mountain

As you travel from Tofino to Victoria,
visit Coombs Old Country Market
where goats graze the grass roof
VANCOUVER ISLAND

Whistler

Parksville

PACIFIC OCEAN

Toﬁno
Ucluelet

Vancouver

Nanaimo
Victoria

NORTH SHORE MOUNTAINS
Cross the treetop Capilano Suspension
Bridge and take a gondola up to the
peak of Grouse Mountain

ON THE WATER
During your stay in Victoria, treat
the family to a whale-watching tour
by catamaran or harbour kayak tour

Call 01306 747000 | www.kuoni.co.uk

A NOTE ON PRICE
Summer is the peak time for travel
to British Columbia so prices will
be higher than in autumn or spring;
you’ll also have to book quite far in
advance to secure your hotels, car
hire and ferry tickets.
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MOUNTAIN PARKS DISCOVERY
SELF-DRIVE
Perfect if you want to explore the mountains in more depth, this self-drive takes you into the Kootenay
Rockies. Cross mountain passes, explore lesser-visited national parks and relax in hot spring towns.

SUGGESTED ROUTE 10 NIGHT S FROM C ALGARY
DAY 1: CALGARY Soak up
Calgary’s cowboy-town vibe.
Stay 2 nights at Delta Hotel by
Marriott Calgary Downtown.
DAY 3: KANANASKIS Head
towards the Rockies and stay
in a lodge at the foot of Mount
Kidd in Kananaskis Country.
Stay at Mount Kidd Manor.

DAY 4: RADIUM HOT SPRINGS
Pass through Banff National
Park before crossing into
British Columbia. Hike through
Marble Canyon and drive in
the shadows of the Kootenay
Mountain ranges on your way
to Radium Hot Springs. Stay
at Prestige Radium Hot Springs
Resort.

DAY 5: NELSON From the gold
rush town of Nelson, you can
explore the Selkirk Mountain
Range and the nearby Kootenay
Lake. Stay 2 nights at Prestige
Lakeside Inn.
DAY 7: REVELSTOKE Spend
some time in the town of
Revelstoke, the gateway to

the national park of the same
name. Stay 2 nights at Coast
Hillcrest Resort.
DAY 9: FIELD Explore the shore
of Emerald Lake and set off on
a full-day adventure driving
the southern section of the
Icefields Parkway. Stay 2 nights
at Emerald Lake Lodge.

PACIFIC OCEAN

Natural Bridge, Yoho National Park

WHY YOU’LL LOVE THIS SELF-DRIVE

WHEN TO GO

•	Get away from the crowds by visiting smaller parks such as Glacier,
Kootenay and Revelstoke

•	The weather is generally warm and sunny during the summer but this
is when there will be bigger crowds

•	Stay at a cosy lodge on the shore of Yoho’s beautiful Emerald Lake

•	You can travel in spring or autumn but you may experience some
wintery weather

•	Drive the southern half of the Icefields parkway and enjoy an included
trip in an Ice Explorer vehicle out onto the Athabasca Glacier
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•	In spring, the famous Rocky Mountain lakes will not have completely
thawed and they don’t turn their famous turquoise colour until summer
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CANADA

MAKE IT YOUR OWN
We’ve crafted this self-drive based on our own experiences and customers’ feedback. It’s fully ﬂ exible, so talk to us and
we can create your perfect trip.
WHERE TO STAY

UNIQUE EXPERIENCES

HOW LONG

ANOTHER STOP

As you’ll be getting oﬀ the
beaten track, the choice of
hotels is limited and they are
usually quite simple in style.
However, a visit to the Rockies
is all about being outside so
they will just be a place to sleep.
Emerald Lake Lodge, the hotel in
Yoho National Park, is one of our
favourite spots in the Rockies.

From Emerald Lake Lodge, you
can walk around the lakeshore on
the 3-mile trail as well as visiting
the nearby Natural Bridge and
hiking to the 373-metre high
Takakkaw Falls. While driving
between Field and Banﬀ, stop at
the Spiral Tunnels viewpoint to
see the trains weave their way up
or down the mountain slopes.

10 nights is the minimum time
you should set aside for this as
you’ll want to take it slow and
enjoy the views. If you want
to slow the pace a bit more or
spend more time hiking, you
can add nights in Yoho National
Park or spend a night in Banff
before heading back to Calgary.

Calgary is well connected to the
rest of the country so you could
head west to Vancouver or
Vancouver Island or head home
via the cities of Eastern Canada.
Or, instead of returning to
Calgary you can head to Jasper
National Park and finish your
self-drive in Edmonton.

See more of our Canada self-drives: kuoni.co.uk/canada/self-drives

WATERSIDE LODGE

ALBERTA

Enjoy your stay at the simple but
beautifully located Emerald Lake
Lodge in Yoho National Park

COWBOY CULTURE
Field
Kananaskis

Revelstoke

Calgary

Calgary is where modern Alberta
meets the wrangling days of the
Old West

Radium Hot Springs
BRITISH COLUMBIA

Nelson

L AKE ADVENTURES
During your stay in Nelson, sail,
kayak or stand-up paddleboard on
the beautiful Kootenay Lake
INTO THE ROCKIES
Your first taste of the mountains
will be in Kananaskis – an outdoor
playground with trails, lakes and rivers

Call 01306 747000 | www.kuoni.co.uk

A NOTE ON PRICE
As you’re not staying in the more
popular (and often more expensive)
national parks of Banff and Jasper,
this is a good-value self-drive.
However, accommodation is limited
so you’ll have to book early.
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Mountain Rails & Alaska Cruise

MOUNTAIN RAILS & ALASKA CRUISE
This is a wish-list land and sea adventure for fans of wildlife, outdoor adventures and epic landscapes.
Set off on a journey across Western Canada on board the Rocky Mountaineer – one of the world’s most
scenic rail routes – and cruise along the coast of BC and Alaska with Celebrity Cruises®.

SUGGESTED ROUTE 14 NIGHT S FROM C ALGARY
DAY 1: BANFF Explore the
Rocky Mountain landscapes,
hike along lake shores and get a
birds-eye view from the top of
Sulphur Mountain. Stay 2 nights
at Brewster’s Mountain Lodge.
DAY 3: JASPER Travel along
the Icefields Parkway and cross
into Jasper National Park on a
full-day transfer which includes

a ride on an Ice Explorer on the
Athabasca Glacier and a visit
to the Glacier Skywalk. During
your time in Jasper, wander
along the side of deep canyons
and see beautiful melt-water
lakes. Stay 2 nights at The
Crimson.

your majestic trip through the
mountains. Stay one night in
the city of Kamloops before
continuing on to Vancouver.
Stay at Thompson Hotel.

DAY 5: KAMLOOPS Board
the Rocky Mountaineer for

city. Stay 2 nights at Coast
Coal Harbour.

DAY 6: VANCOUVER Arrive late
in the evening and spend the
following day exploring the

DAY 8: ALASKA CRUISE Board
the Celebrity Eclipse ® for a
seven-night cruise. You’ll sail
through the Inside Passage and
keep an eye out for whales and
other marine life. Explore towns
and cities, and see snaking
glaciers before returning to
Vancouver.

Glacier Bay, Alaska cruise
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WHY YOU’LL LOVE THIS ITINER ARY

WHEN TO GO

•	Spend time exploring the natural wonders of Banff and Jasper
National Parks

•	The cruise season in Alaska runs from mid-May to mid-September
which coincides with the best weather in the Rockies

• Ride the world-famous Rocky Mountaineer train to Vancouver
•	From Vancouver, visit the British Columbia capital of Victoria on an
included full-day tour

•	Cruise early in the season to see spring flowers, snow-capped
mountains and thundering melt-water waterfalls or travel in summer
for warmer weather and the best bear viewing opportunities

•	Go on a voyage with Celebrity Cruises® along the Inside Passage and
to towns and cities in Alaska

•	The leaves start to change colour in September and you might even
have a chance to spot the northern lights
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Mountain Rails & Alaska Cruise

CANADA

MAKE IT YOUR OWN
We’ve crafted this itinerary based on our own experiences and customers’ feedback. It’s ﬂ exible but dependent on cruise and
Rocky Mountaineer schedules; talk to us and we can create your perfect trip.
WHERE TO STAY

UNIQUE EXPERIENCES

HOW LONG

ANOTHER STOP

We’ve picked 3½ and 4 star
hotels but you can upgrade to
luxury accommodation such as
Fairmont Chateau Lake Louise
in Banff National Park or the
Fairmont Waterfront Hotel in
Vancouver. We also work with
other cruise lines that sail in
Alaska such as Holland America
Line and Regent Seven Seas.

A trip on the luxury sightseeing
train – the Rocky Mountaineer
– is included on this trip. We
highly recommend upgrading to
GoldLeaf service for the domestyle windows, separate dining
level and an outdoor vestibule
where you can take some
amazing photos.

This two week itinerary is
the perfect length with one
week spent travelling from the
Rockies to Vancouver and one
week on the cruise. You could
add a couple more nights in
Vancouver or do the 2-night
Rainforest to Gold Rush Rocky
Mountaineer route which
includes a night in Whistler.

Whichever way round you do
this itinerary (it’s available in
reverse too) there’s plenty you
can do to extend your time in
Canada. You could add on a
trip around Vancouver Island,
take a trip up to Whistler or
even spend a few days at one
of BC’s Great Bear Rainforest
wilderness lodges (p110).

See more of our Canada suggested stay & cruise itineraries: kuoni.co.uk/canada/stayandcruise

Skagway
Glacier Bay
Juneau

BRITISH COLUMBIA

SCENIC CRUISE
Weave between forest-cloaked
islands of the Inside Passage on
board the Celebrity Eclipse ®

ALBERTA

R AIL JOURNEY

Ketchikan

PACIFIC OCEAN

Jasper

Ride the rails between Jasper
and Vancouver on board the
Rocky Mountaineer

Banﬀ
Kamloops

Calgary

Inside Passage

Vancouver

FOODIE PAR ADISE
In Vancouver, add on a tour of the
Granville Island Public Market and
taste locally-made produce

MOUNTAIN PARK
Hit the trails in Banff National Park, add
a cruise on Lake Minnewanka and take a
ride on the Banff Gondola

Call 01306 747000 | www.kuoni.co.uk

A NOTE ON PRICE
There are hotels to suit all budgets
but you’ll need to book early. You
can choose SilverLeaf or GoldLeaf
on the Rocky Mountaineer and lots
of types of staterooms and suites to
choose from on the cruise.
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SUGGESTED ROUTE
12
X NIGHT
NIGHTS SFROM
FROMXVANCOUVER
XXXXX
DAY 1: VANCOUVER
XXXXXX xxxxx
Spend
xxxxxxxxxxxxx.
the first
couple of days in Vancouver. Your time
DAY 2: XXXXXX xxxxx xxxxxxxxxxxxx.
here includes a hop-on hop-off bus
DAY 3:tour
XXXXXX
xxxxx
xxxxxxxxxxxxx.
trolley
around
the city.
Stay 2
nights at Coast Coal Harbour Hotel.
DAY 4: XXXXXX xxxxx xxxxxxxxxxxxx.
DAY 3: KAMLOOPS It’s an early
start for your first day on the Rocky
Mountaineer. Spend the day admiring
the landscapes and making the most of
the fantastic on-board service. Stay at
Thompson Hotel.

RAIL & SAIL:MAIN
SUGGESTED
BC
HEADER
EXPLORER
Suggested
This
12-night
main
itinerary
intro 3 takes
lines you around British Columbia
2 lines
and
over into Alberta’s famous mountain parks of Banﬀ and
3 ines by train, sightseeing road transfer, ferry and plane.
Jasper

DAY 4: BANFF The second day on the
train is the most scenic as you travel
up into the high mountains. Spend a
full day in Banff soaking up the lively
mountain resort atmosphere. Stay 2
nights at Brewster’s Mountain Lodge.
DAY 6: JASPER Travel to Jasper on a
full-day sightseeing transfer. You’ll stop
at a couple of viewpoints and take a ride
out onto the Columbia Icefield. Spend
time in the town of Jasper, which sits at
the heart of the national park. Stay 2
nights at Sawridge Inn.
DAY 8: PRINCE GEORGE Board the
Skeena train for your journey towards
the northern BC coast. Stay at Sandman
Signature Prince George or similar.
DAY 9: PRINCE RUPERT Reboard the
train this morning and pass through
dense forests and along the Skeena
River on your way to Prince Rupert.
Stay at Crest Hotel.
DAY 10: PORT HARDY Board a ferry for
a sailing along the wildlife-rich Inside
Passage. If you’re travelling in May or
the second half of September the cruise
will depart in the afternoon and end
in Port Hardy the next morning. Stay
at Kwa’Lilas Hotel (for June, July and
August departures).
DAY 11: VANCOUVER Return to
Vancouver for a couple more days of
city exploration. Head over to Victoria,
the BC capital, on an included trip.
Stay 2 nights at Coast Coal Harbour
Hotel.
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Morraine Lake, Banff National Park

WHY YOU’LL LOVE THIS ITINER ARY
• Go
Xxxfrom
xxxxwest
xxxxxx
to east
xxx on
xxxx
thexxxxxx
Rocky xxxxxxx
Mountaineer
xxxxxx
– the
xxxxxxxxxx.
best way to travel
• Ride
Xxx xxxx
the ‘Rupert
xxxxxx Rocket’
xxx xxxx
– VIA
xxxxxx
Rail’s
xxxxxxx
Skeenaxxxxxx
train from
xxxxxxxxxx.
Jasper to Prince Rupert
• Join
Xxx xxxx
a full-day
xxxxxx
sightseeing
xxx xxxxtrip
xxxxxx
along
xxxxxxx
the Icefields
xxxxxx
Parkway,
xxxxxxxxxx.
stopping for a walk along
the
gravity-defying
Glacier
Skywalk
• Xxx xxxx xxxxxx xxx xxxx xxxxxx xxxxxxx xxxxxx xxxxxxxxxx.
•• Board
a ferry
and xxx
cruise
through
Inside Passage
Xxx xxxx
xxxxxx
xxxx
xxxxxxthe
xxxxxxx
xxxxxx xxxxxxxxxx.
WHEN
WHEN TO
TO GO
GO
•• Due
to
train
schedules,
thisxxxxxx
itinerary
only departs
specific Wednesdays from early
Xxx xxxx
xxxxxx
xxx xxxx
xxxxxxx
xxxxxxonxxxxxxxxxx.
May to late September
• Xxx xxxx xxxxxx xxx xxxx xxxxxx xxxxxxx xxxxxx xxxxxxxxxx.
• On May and late September departures, the ferry is an overnight journey; this
• Xxx xxxx xxxxxx xxx xxxx xxxxxx xxxxxxx xxxxxx xxxxxxxxxx.
replaces the night in Port Hardy
• Xxx xxxx xxxxxx xxx xxxx xxxxxx xxxxxxx xxxxxx xxxxxxxxxx.
• To see the lakes in Banff and Jasper at their most vivid blue colour, visit later in the
summer. This is also the best time to spot whales in the Inside Passage
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CANADA

MAKE IT YOUR OWN
We’ve crafted this itinerary based on our own experiences and customers’ feedback. It’s ﬂ exible but dependent on VIA Rail and
Rocky Mountaineer schedules; talk to us and we can create your perfect trip.
WHERE TO STAY

UNIQUE EXPERIENCES

HOW LONG

ANOTHER STOP

There are plenty of hotels to
in Vancouver, Banff and Jasper
from simple to ultra-luxe. The
options in Prince George, Prince
Rupert and Port Hardy are
more limited. You’ll spend two
full days on the Skeena train so
we recommend upgrading to
the more comfortable Touring
Class if it’s available.

There’s a selection of
experiences included including
a hop-on hop-off trolley tour in
Vancouver, an Inside Passage
cruise with BC Ferries and a
scenic flight from Port Hardy
back to Vancouver. There are
plenty of options to add other
tours, lake cruises and whalewatching cruises.

12 nights is the perfect amount
of time to explore Vancouver,
see the Rockies and travel
through the northern reaches
of BC. You can extend your stay
in Vancouver or the mountain
parks but make sure that you
meet the VIA Rail connection in
Jasper as the Skeena train only
departs a few times a week.

As you’ll finish your cruise
in Port Hardy, you’ll have the
chance to explore more of
Vancouver Island. If you drive,
you can pick up a car from town
and set off along the east coast
of the island. From there, you
could either turn west to the
Pacific Rim region or continue
south to Victoria.

See more of our Canada suggested itineraries: kuoni.co.uk/canada/suggesteditineraries

RUPERT ROCKET

ALBERTA

The Skeena train whisks you past
snowcapped mountains and along
raging rivers

PROVINCIAL CAPITAL
Hop over to Victoria to visit
Butchart Gardens and wander
round the city’s Inner Harbour

BRITISH COLUMBIA

PACIFIC OCEAN
Prince Rupert

Prince George

Jasper
Columbia Iceﬁeld
Banﬀ

SCENIC FLIGHT

Port Hardy

Fly from Port Hardy to Vancouver for
a bird’s-eye view of Vancouver Island
and the Great Bear Rainforest

INSIDE PASSAGE
Board a ferry for a sedate cruise
along the narrow waterways of
BC’s Inside Passage

Call 01306 747000 | www.kuoni.co.uk

Inside Passage

Kamloops
Vancouver

A NOTE ON PRICE
In Vancouver, Banff and Jasper there
are hotels suiting all budgets. There
are two different service levels
on the Rocky Mountaineer and on
select Skeena departures you can
upgrade to Touring Class.
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Churchill Polar Bear Experience

CHURCHILL POLAR BEAR EXPERIENCE
A visit to the shore of the vast Hudson Bay to spot polar bears is the trip of a lifetime. You’ll start with a
couple of nights in Toronto before travelling to Winnipeg, Manitoba which sits right at the heart of the
country. Then ﬂy north to Churchill and set oﬀ in search of one of Earth’s most majestic creatures.

SUGGESTED ROUTE 8 NIGHT S FROM TORONTO
DAY 1: TORONTO Start your
holiday with some time in
Toronto. During your time in
this multicultural city you can
head up to the viewing platform
of the CN Tower, drink and dine
at the Saint Lawrence Market or
even visit Niagara Falls. Stay 2
nights at the Chelsea Hotel.

DAY 3: WINNIPEG Fly
westwards to Winnipeg where
you will join the ‘Churchill
Town and Tundra – Enthusiast’
itinerary. Stay at Four Points by
Sheraton Winnipeg Airport.

DAY 7: WINNIPEG Return
to the Manitoba capital for
a further night. Stay at Four
Points by Sheraton Winnipeg
Airport.
DAY 8: TORONTO Spend your
final night back in Toronto. Stay
at the Chelsea Hotel.

WHY YOU’LL LOVE THIS ITINER ARY

WHEN TO GO

• Head out into the wilderness surrounding Churchill on a Tundra
Buggy® where you can see polar bears in safety

• This suggested itinerary only departs on set dates in October and
November; this is when the bears congregate to wait for the sea ice to
form

• Dine in Churchill’s family-run restaurants, browse it’s unique shops
and visit the Itsanitaq Museum
• On your final morning in Churchill, experience the thrill
of dog sledding
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DAY 4: CHURCHILL Travel
northwards to the town of
Churchill where your polar
bear-seeking adventure will
begin. You’ll spend your time
here on cultural excursions,
travelling out onto the tundra
in an ice-going truck in search
of bears and on a thrilling dogsledding trip.

• There’s an alternative package which runs in July and August. During
this time you might be able to see a few bears but the main draw is
the beluga whales in Churchill River

In store | Selected John Lewis & Par tners | In travel agents

Churchill Polar Bear Experience

CANADA

MAKE IT YOUR OWN
We’ve crafted this suggested itinerary based on our own experiences and customers’ feedback. The Churchill Town and Tundra
package is ﬁ xed but the Toronto stay is fully ﬂ exible, so talk to us and we can create your perfect trip.
WHERE TO STAY

UNIQUE EXPERIENCES

HOW LONG

ANOTHER STOP

In Toronto, choose from a
variety of hotels of different
standards. We suggest starting
oﬀ your experience in style at
the Fairmont Royal York. The
accommodation in Winnipeg and
Churchill is part of the package.
Churchill hotels are very simple
but you won’t be spending much
time in your room.

Your time in Churchill is packed
with included trips. There
are both cultural and natural
adventures which will be shared
with 20 to 30 people and led by
hugely knowledgeable guides.
The highlight is your time on
the Tundra Buggy® searching
for bears, but keep an eye out
for other Arctic wildlife too.

We’ve chosen to add the fivenight Churchill Town & Tundra
package to this itinerary so
you’ll have longer to spot
polar bears and explore the
town. There’s also a four-night
trip with two nights spent
in Churchill. You can easily
increase the time you spend in
Toronto as there’s plenty to do.

This is a great trip to add to
a longer Canada itinerary.
If you’re travelling in early
October, you could head to the
Rockies or go east to Atlantic
Canada to see the vivid colours
of the autumn leaves. If you
would like a bit more city
time, add a stay in Montreal or
Québec City.

See more of our Canada suggested itineraries: kuoni.co.uk/canada/suggesteditineraries

TUNDR A BUGGY ®
This purpose-made truck gives
you an elevated position to see
the bears

Churchill

ITSANITAQ MUSEUM
This small but impressive museum
showcases the history and culture
of the region’s indigenous people

ONTARIO

MANITOBA

Winnipeg

AUTUMN DEPARTURES
The polar bear-watching season
is very short with departures in
October and November
Toronto

DOG SLEDDING
Feel the power of a pack of dogs
as you fly through the boreal
forest on a sled

A NOTE ON PRICE
Limited departures and
accommodation in Churchill means
that this is an expensive experience.
But seeing polar bears in the wild
and seeing the far north of Manitoba
is well worth the splashing out on.

ATLANTIC OCEAN

Call 01306 747000 | www.kuoni.co.uk
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Family E xplorer in O nt ario S elf- D rive

FAMILY EXPLORER IN ONTARIO
SELF-DRIVE
Tick off Toronto’s sights, sail into a Niagara Falls shower and spend time with the family among moose
and bears at three staggeringly beautiful stops. This itinerary is just under two weeks long and is perfect
for taking kids over 12 on a Canadian adventure.

SUGGESTED ROUTE 12 NIGHT S FROM TORONTO
DAY 1: TORONTO Start in
Toronto and wander around
cool neighbourhoods like the
upcycled Victorian Distillery
District and arty Kensington
Market. Your CN Tower pass
is flexible, so pick the clearest
day to head up for soaring city
views. Stay 3 nights at Chelsea
Hotel, Toronto.

DAY 4: NIAGARA FALLS Head
to Niagara Falls with your
adventure pass, which includes
a close-up experience on the
iconic Hornblower cruise, the
Journey Behind the Falls, a
4D show and walk alongside
the rapids. Stay 2 nights at
Doubletree Falls View Resort &
Spa by Hilton Niagara Falls.

DAY 6: BLUE MOUNTAINS
Drive north to the Blue
Mountains, a mountain village
resort with shops, restaurants
and plenty of family-friendly
activities like mountain biking,
golfing, caving and canopy
climbs as well as concerts.
Stay 3 nights at Blue Mountain
Village.

DAY 9: MINETT, MUSKOKA
Retreat to Ontario’s cottage
country for time on the lake.
Stay 2 nights at JW Marriott The
Rosseau Muskoka Resort & Spa.
DAY 11: HUNTSVILLE Drive
over to Huntsville, where you’re
just half an hour’s drive from
Algonquin Provincial Park. Stay
2 nights at Deerhurst Resort.

Muskoka

WHY YOU’LL LOVE THIS SELF-DRIVE

WHEN TO GO

•	Get close up to Niagara Falls with the Journey Behind the
Falls and Hornblower cruise included in the Adventure Pass

•	The summer holidays (May to September) is a great time to visit
Ontario. The warm weather is perfect for exploring and escaping to
the outdoors, although you’ll need to book early as it gets busy

•	Explore Toronto and its attractions like the CN Tower and Canada’s
Wonderland theme park
•	Have wildlife encounters with moose and bears in
Algonquin Provincial Park
• Spend time outdoors in the activity-filled Blue Mountain Resort
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•	Ontario’s colours start to change in late September onwards,
transforming areas like Algonquin Provincial Park
•	Self-drives in winter are best avoided as driving conditions can be
difficult in snow and ice
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CANADA

MAKE IT YOUR OWN
We’ve crafted this family-friendly itinerary based on our own experiences and our customers’ feedback. It’s fully ﬂ exible and
has plenty of scope for those without children too, so talk to us and we can create your perfect trip.
WHERE TO STAY

UNIQUE EXPERIENCES

HOW LONG

ANOTHER STOP

We’ve based this itinerary
around family-friendly
accommodation like
two-bedroom suites and
apartments; you can easily
change up hotels to suit your
needs. JW Marriott The Rosseau
Muskoka Resort & Spa is our
top pick in cottage country for
cosy, modern vibes.

This itinerary has a huge range
of brilliant experiences. We’ve
added some inclusions to make
sure you tick off the must-see
sights. Take your pick of ways
to see Niagara Falls with the
adventure pass which includes
the Hornblower cruise and the
Journey Behind the Falls.

This itinerary’s combination of
city and countryside fits neatly
into a two-week holiday with
enough time to experience lots
in each destination. You could
spend more time in any of the
stops to top up on the urban or
wilderness element in a longer
itinerary.

Ontario has so much going on
that it won’t be hard to find
more places to add on to this
itinerary. We love Ottawa, the
country’s historic capital, and
Kingston for easy access to the
gorgeous Thousand Islands
before looping back to Toronto
which is doable in an easy fivenight extension.

See more of our Canada self-drives: kuoni.co.uk/canada/self-drives

ALGONQUIN PARK

ON THE WATER IN MUSKOK A

Spot the moose who come to the
park’s Highway 60 to lick the road
salt, usually in spring

Canoe, kayak and stand-up
paddleboard or cruise to islands
and inlets on Lake Rosseau

CN TOWER
ONTARIO

Minett

Get a head for heights and lie on
the glass floor, 342 metres above
ground

Huntsville

The Blue Mountains

Toronto
Niagara Falls
NEW YORK

NIAGAR A FALLS
Feel the beauty of the Falls as
you’re soaked head-to-toe on the
Hornblower cruise

A NOTE ON PRICE
This itinerary can suit most budgets
as the cities and large resort areas
are great for good-quality options.
Prices in summer will reflect peak
travel time – booking early is
recommended.

ATLANTIC OCEAN
Call 01306 747000 | www.kuoni.co.uk
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CANADA

Capital Experience by Rail

CAPITAL EXPERIENCE BY RAIL
Tour Eastern Canada’s cities on this nine-night itinerary starting in Toronto. Travel by Canada’s
efficient VIA Rail on The Corridor route to Ottawa, Québec City and Montréal back to Toronto with
included hop-on hop-off tours in each city and a full-day trip to Niagara Falls.

Toronto

WHY YOU’LL LOVE THIS ITINER ARY
SUGGESTED ROUTE 9 NIGHT S FROM TORONTO

•	Take VIA Rail’s The Corridor route for smooth journeys between
the cities

DAY 1: TORONTO Arrive in Toronto and take a hop-on
hop-off tour, visit the CN Tower and go on a full-day trip to
Niagara Falls. Stay 3 nights at Chelsea Hotel.

• S ee Eastern Canada’s cities: multi-cultural Toronto, nostalgic Québec
City, charming Ottawa and foodie-friendly Montréal

DAY 4: OTTAWA Take the train to the Canadian capital and
go on a sightseeing tour or visit the Canadian Museum of
History. Stay 2 nights at Lord Elgin Hotel.
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• Go on city sightseeing tours included in your itinerary
• See Niagara Falls on a full-day trip from Toronto
WHEN TO GO

DAY 6: QUÉBEC CITY Head over to Québec by train and
take a two-hour tour before wandering around the pretty
Old Town. Stay 2 nights at Hotel Château Laurier Québec.

•	Canada’s cities are great for year-round travel. Summers are good for
festivals and sightseeing, though it can get humid; spring is pleasantly
mild and autumn is perfect for seeing the changing fall colours.
Winter is especially enchanting as the cities can be covered in snow
and festive decorations

DAY 8: MONTRÉAL Continue to Montréal and go on a
three-hour tour or visit the Grevin Montréal Museum. Stay
2 nights at Delta Hotels by Marriott Montréal.

•	Train services can be affected by national holidays; check ahead to
see if your travel dates are affected
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Capital Experience by Rail

CANADA

MAKE IT YOUR OWN
We’ve crafted this itinerary based on our own experiences and our customers’ feedback. It’s fully ﬂ exible, so talk to us and we
can create your perfect trip.
WHERE TO STAY

UNIQUE EXPERIENCES

HOW LONG

ANOTHER STOP

Our pick of hotels have
convenient locations like the
Lord Elgin Hotel in Ottawa,
which is also on the route for
the summertime Changing of
the Guard. This city-focused
itinerary gives you plenty of
options whatever your budget,
from simple stays to Fairmont
heritage properties.

Travelling by VIA Rail makes
this itinerary nice and easy.
We recommend upgrading to
business class for access to
the comfortable business class
lounge before departure as
well as more space on board,
complimentary meals, cocktail
service and Wi-Fi.

We’ve planned in enough
time for a good overview of
the contrasting cities on this
itinerary. Add on extra nights
in any cities that you’re keen
to get more out of, or extend
your time overall to do it all at a
more leisurely pace.

See more of Eastern Canada in
the coastal Atlantic provinces
(p122), or add on a cruise down
the St. Lawrence River – lots of
cruise lines sail in the summer
and autumn from Montréal
to New York or Boston. Both
options can add around another
7 to 12 nights to your itinerary.

See more of our Canada suggested itineraries: kuoni.co.uk/canada/suggesteditineraries

ONTARIO

CHANGING OF THE GUARDS

QUEBEC

See Ottawa’s British-style
Changing of the Guards at 10am
from mid-July to mid-August

Quebec City

Ottawa

Montreal

EAT POUTINE
Hunt down the best gravyslathered, cheese-curd-covered
chips on your travels
Toronto
Niagara Falls

ATLANTIC OCEAN

QUIRK Y MUSEUM
Set foot in Toronto’s oddest and
most interesting museum, Bata
Shoe Museum

Call 01306 747000 | www.kuoni.co.uk

OVER AND UNDER
Tour downtown Montréal and its
20-mile underground network of
shops and metro stations

A NOTE ON PRICE
The cities have plenty of
accommodation choices to suit
all budgets. Prices are higher in
summer during peak season, but are
otherwise similar year-round. There
are often great ﬂight oﬀ ers in winter.
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SUGGESTED ROUTE
12 NIGHT S FROM HALIFA X
DAY 1: HALIFAX Arrive in Halifax and
stroll along the harbour front, catch the
midday cannon at the Citadel National
Historic Site and learn about nautical
history at the Maritime Museum. Stay 2
nights at The Lord Nelson Hotel & Suites.
DAY 3: CAPE BRETON HIGHLANDS
Drive north-east out to Cape Breton
Island and follow the Cabot Trail that
ribbons along the coastline. Stay at
Keltic Lodge Resort & Spa.

MARITIME PROVINCES
SELF-DRIVE
Go off the beaten track on this tour of Nova Scotia, New
Brunswick and Prince Edward Island (PEI) and their underthe-radar national parks, stunning coasts and quaint towns.

DAY 4: BADDECK Loop round to
the village of Baddeck and visit the
Alexander Graham Bell Museum or take
a day trip to Louisbourg Fortress. Stay 2
nights at Inverary Resort.
DAY 6: CHARLOTTETOWN, PEI Take
the road and ferry to Prince Edward
Island (PEI). Go to Prince Edward Island
National Park to hike its trails or take the
Sand Dunes Walk to a red-sand beach.
Stay 2 nights at The Great George.
DAY 8: MONCTON, NEW BRUNSWICK
Return to the mainland to Moncton via
Shediac. Travel west to the Bay of Fundy,
famous for its rock formations and
record-breaking tides, and head out to
Shediac for lobster cruises. Stay 2 nights
at Crown Plaza Moncton Downtown.
DAY 10: SAINT JOHN, NEW
BRUNSWICK Stop over in Saint John to
see the longstanding farmers’ market
and the Reversing Falls, a natural
phenomenon of whirlpools and rapids
created at the spot where the bay and
river meet. Stay at Delta Hotels by
Marriott Saint John.
DAY 11: DIGBY, NOVA SCOTIA Cross
the Bay of Fundy over to Digby. Explore
Kejimkujk National Park on its trails and
waterways, visit Annapolis Royal’s Fort
Anne or check out nearby vineyards in
Wolfville. Stay at Harbourview Inn.
DAY 12: WESTERN SHORE, NOVA
SCOTIA Move on to Western Shore,
where you’re just half an hour’s drive
from colourful buildings and history
at UNESCO World Heritage Site,
Lunenburg. Stay at Oak Island Resort &
Conference Centre.

Cabot Trail

WHY YOU’LL LOVE THIS SELF-DRIVE
•	Visit Prince Edward Island, Canada’s smallest province and the setting of Anne of
Green Gables
•	See the world’s biggest tides at Bay of Fundy as they swell high enough to kayak on
and drop low enough for visitors to walk on the ocean floor
• Get magnificent ocean views on Cape Breton Highlands’ Cabot Trail
•	Hike in Prince Edward Island National Park and Nova Scotia’s Kejimkujk National Park
WHEN TO GO
•	The best time to visit the Maritime provinces is between June and September when
the weather is warmest
•	Summer and autumn is the best time for whale watching (humpback whales start
arriving from June)
• Autumn is good for fewer crowds and catching the pretty fall colours
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CANADA

MAKE IT YOUR OWN
We’ve crafted this itinerary based on our experiences and our customers’ feedback. It’s fully ﬂ exible, so talk to us and we can
create your perfect trip.
WHERE TO STAY

UNIQUE EXPERIENCES

HOW LONG

ANOTHER STOP

Accommodation in this part of
the country can be very limited
to functional three- and fourstar hotels. Since this itinerary’s
main focus is on getting out
and seeing lesser-visited areas,
they’re usually just a simple
base. We’ve picked the best
option available in each place.

The Maritime provinces have
some amazing natural wonders.
We recommend a full-day
Hopewell Rocks & Bay of Fundy
Coastal tour, a one-of-a-kind
experience to see the extreme
high and low tides at the Bay of
Fundy which can range from 14
metres to 910 metres.

Two weeks will give you
enough time for day trips plus
additional overnight stops to
break up longer drives. These
provinces have plenty more
rugged landscapes to see if you
want to take a detour or add on
extra time to any of your stops.

If you have a bit more time
and crave civilisation, you can
combine this itinerary with
mainland cities like Toronto,
Montréal or Ottawa, or even
East Coast USA.

See more of our Canada self-drives: kuoni.co.uk/canada/self-drives

CABOT TR AIL
Hike the five-mile looping Skyline
Trail at Cape Breton National Park
on the Cabot Trail

Cape Breton Highlands
PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND

Charlottetown

NEW BRUNSWICK

Baddeck

ALEX ANDER GR AHAM BELL
MUSEUM
Learn about the telephone
inventor’s work in deaf education

Saint John
NOVA SCOTIA

Digby

Halifax
Western Shore

PEGGY’S COVE
Drive out to see Peggy’s Cove’s
famous attraction, Peggy’s Point
Lighthouse

BAY OF FUNDY
See the world’s biggest tides rise
and fall at epic proportions

Call 01306 747000 | www.kuoni.co.uk
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NEWFOUNDLAND & LABRADOR
EXPLORER SELF-DRIVE
If you want to get off Canada’s well-trodden path, this is where to go. Spend two weeks on the very
eastern edge of the country and find vibrant cities, remote and weather-beaten fishing villages,
migrating whales and icebergs that have drifted down from the coast of Greenland.

SUGGESTED ROUTE 13 NIGHT S FROM ST JOHN’S
DAY 1: ST JOHN’S Begin your
holiday in St John’s. Stay 2
nights at Jag Boutique Hotel.

two-hour cruise into ‘Iceberg
Alley’ is included. Stay 2 nights
at Anchor Inn Hotel & Suites.

DAY 3: TRINITY Pass through
inlet-edge villages on the way
to Trinity. Stay 2 nights at
Artisan Inn.

DAY 7: ROCKY HARBOUR Cross
the western side of the island

DAY 5: TWILLINGATE Spend
time in Twillingate where a

DAY 8: L’ANSE AU CLAIR
Follow the coastal road and

and visit Gros Morne National
Park. Stay at Ocean View Hotel.

take a short ferry ride to L’Anse
Au Clair and spend a day
exploring the untamed shores
of Labrador. Stay 2 nights at
Northern Light Inn.
DAY 10: ST ANTHONY Return
to Newfoundland and head to
the small town of St Anthony.
Stay 2 nights at Haven Inn.

DAY 12: COW HEAD Drive back
south to Cow Head, another
gateway to Gros Morne National
Park. Wander along empty
beaches and head back into the
park. Stay at Shallow Bay Motel.
DAY 13: GANDER Explore
Gander, a small city with a
rich aviation history. Stay at
Sinbad’s Hotel & Suites.

St. John’s, Newfoundland
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WHY YOU’LL LOVE THIS SELF-DRIVE

WHEN TO GO

•	See the kaleidoscope-coloured houses of Newfoundland and
Labrador’s biggest ‘metropolis’, St John’s

•	The climate shapes the touring season in Newfoundland & Labrador –
you can travel between early May and late September

•	Watch icebergs the size of buildings drift past the coast in Twillingate
– a short cruise along ‘Iceberg Alley’ is included

•	To see the icebergs float past Newfoundland’s east coast, travel in
late spring to early summer

•	Cross over to Labrador by ferry and explore its wild and wonderful
south coast

•	If you want to see whales and puffins, head to this corner of Canada
in summer; for leaf peeping, travel in September

In store | Selected John Lewis & Par tners | In travel agents
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CANADA

MAKE IT YOUR OWN
We’ve crafted this self-drive based on our own experiences and customers’ feedback. It’s fully ﬂ exible, so talk to us and we can
create your perfect trip.
WHERE TO STAY

UNIQUE EXPERIENCES

HOW LONG

ANOTHER STOP

Up in the wilds of Newfoundland
and Labrador, accommodation
is extremely limited. Hotels are
modest and more a place to
sleep rather than somewhere
you’ll be spending lots of time.
To enhance your experience,
swap your stay in Twillingate
with a couple of nights at the
incredible Fogo Island Inn.

We’ve included a couple of
once-in-a-lifetime experiences
such as an iceberg and
whale-watching cruise from
Twillingate and entry to Gros
Morne National Park. You could
add on a tour of St John’s and
the nearby Cape Spear or a
short cruise in Bonne Bay over
on Newfoundland’s west coast.

You’ll need at least two
weeks to really get to know
Newfoundland and pop
across the Strait of Belle Isle
to Labrador. If you have less
time you can get a taste of
Newfoundland by just visiting
St John’s, Gros Morne National
Park and Twillingate.

This is already an in-depth
itinerary but if you want to
extend your time in Canada
we suggest combining it with a
trip around Nova Scotia, New
Brunswick and Prince Edward
Island. Another option is to
spend some time in Toronto,
Montréal or Québec City before
heading for the coast.

See more of our Canada self-drives: kuoni.co.uk/canada/self-drives

LABRADOR

L’Anse au Clair

ISLAND WONDERS

St. Anthony

Add a couple of nights at Fogo Island
Inn which appeared on the BBC’s
Amazing Hotels: Life Beyond the Lobby

ATLANTIC
OCEAN
Cow Head
Gros Morne National Park
Rocky Harbour

Twillingate

Gander

ST JOHN’S VIEWS

NEWFOUNDLAND

Trinity

Signal Hill, which overlooks St
John’s, is where the ﬁrst transatlantic
wireless signal was received
St. John’s

GROS MORNE NATIONAL PARK
Lakes, mountains, canyons and
fjords make up this spectacular
UNESCO World Heritage Site

ICEBERG ALLEY
Every year, in late spring and early
summer, huge pieces of Greenlandic ice
drift down past the east coast

Call 01306 747000 | www.kuoni.co.uk

A NOTE ON PRICE
Although Newfoundland & Labrador is off
the beaten track, there’s a growing interest
in this part of the world. This – alongside
a limited season and accommodation –
means that the cost of travelling may be
higher than in other parts of Canada.
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ABERDEEN JOHN LEWIS
George Street
Tel: 01224 418 246

CHICHESTER
12 East Street,
Tel: 01243 776 777

LIVERPOOL
Liverpool One
Tel: 0151 708 0088

NOTTINGHAM
44 Bridlesmith Gate
Tel: 01159 470 074

BIRMINGHAM JOHN LEWIS
2 Station Street
Tel: 01216 290 707

BANGOR, NORTHERN
IRELAND FEHERT Y TR AVEL
111 High Street Bangor
Tel: 02891 270 717

LONDON JOHN LEWIS
300 Oxford Street
Tel: 02077 175 204

OXFORD JOHN LEWIS
101 The Westgate
Tel: 01865 479 120

LONDON CIT Y
108 Cheapside
Tel: 02076 004 205

PLYMOUTH PETER GOORD
TR AVEL
443 Crownhill Road
Tel: 01752 364 186

BIRMINGHAM PURE
DESTINATIONS
16 Templefield Sq
Tel: 01214 464 932

DORKING
74 High Street
Tel: 01306 884 420

BLUEWATER
Lower Guild Hall
Tel: 01322 384 800

EDINBURGH
27 George Street
Tel: 01312 783 745

BRIGHTON
21 Dukes Lane
Tel: 01273 796 139

GATESHEAD
19 The Galleria, Metrocentre
Tel: 01914 018 840

BRISTOL
21 Penn Street
Tel: 0117 927 2009

GLASGOW
52 Gordon Street
Tel: 01412 783 591

BRISTOL JOHN LEWIS
The Mall at Cribbs Causeway
Tel: 01179 051 110

GUILDFORD
44 High Street
Tel: 01483 454 409

BROMLEY
Unit 247, The Glades Bromley
Tel: 0203 126 4594

HARROGATE
39 James Street
Tel: 01423 895 113

CAMBRIDGE
7 Grand Arcade
Tel: 01223 361 117

JERSEY TR AVELMAKER
BY DESIGN
22 La Colomberie, St Helier
Tel: 01534 784 400

CANTERBURY
16 Whitefriars Arcade
Tel: 01227 463 800
CARDIFF JOHN LEWIS
The Hayes
Tel: 02920 508 787
CHEADLE JOHN LEWIS
Wilmslow Road
Tel: 01614 515 887
CHELMSFORD JOHN LEWIS
50 Bond Street
Tel: 01245 898 599
CHELTENHAM
50/50a The Promenade
Tel: 01242 261 116
CHESTER
8 Eastgate Street
Tel: 01244 879 941

KINGSTON-UPON-THAMES
20 Market Place
Tel: 02085 490 145
LAKESIDE
Lakeside Shopping Centre
Tel: 01708 289 585
LEEDS
3 King Edward Street
Tel: 01132 422 264
LEEDS JOHN LEWIS
Victoria Gate Harewood Street
Tel: 01138 662 028
LEICESTER JOHN LEWIS
Highcross
Tel: 01163 552 602
LEIGHTON BUZZARD BAILEY’S
TRAVEL
28 Waterbourne Walk
Tel: 01525 381 222

LONDON CHELSEA PETER
JONES
Sloane Square
Tel: 02072 930 226
LONDON WHITE CIT Y JOHN
LEWIS
Westfield London Shopping Centre
Tel: 02072 930 218
MACCLESFIELD TR AVELLAB
46-48 Chestergate
Tel: 01625 402 791
MAIDSTONE BALDWINS
TR AVEL
21/23 Earl Street
Tel: 01622 762 141
MANCHESTER
64-66 King Street
Tel: 01618 176 550
MANCHESTER TR AFFORD
CENTRE
128 Regent Crescent
Tel: 01614 523 000
MANCHESTER JOHN LEWIS
TR AFFORD CENTRE
Peel Avenue, Trafford Centre
Tel: 01614 515 705
MILTON KEYNES
150 Midsummer Arcade
Tel: 01908 667 799
NEWCASTLE JOHN LEWIS
Eldon Square
Tel: 01912 037 393
NEWCASTLE THE TR AVEL
BUREAU
69 High Street, Gosforth
Tel: 01912 859 321

READING JOHN LEWIS
Broad Street
Tel: 01183 732 045
SHEFFIELD
Meadowhall Centre
Tel: 01142 568 540
SOLIHULL
3 Crescent Arcade
Tel: 01217 118 848
SOUTHAMPTON JOHN LEWIS
West Quay Shopping Centre
Tel: 02381 242 230
ST ALBANS
20 Christopher Place
Tel: 01727 881 878
STR ATFORD CIT Y
The Arcade
Tel: 02085 190 310
SUTTON COLDFIELD PURE
DESTINATIONS
1 Belwell Lane
Tel: 01215 163 339
TRURO NEWELL’S TR AVEL
2/3 Lemon Street
Tel: 01872 277 363
WELW YN GARDEN CIT Y
JOHN LEWIS
Bridge Road
Tel: 01707 229 828
WINCHESTER
122 High Street
Tel: 01962 850 040
WINDSOR
Unit 49 Royal Station Parade
Tel: 01753 468 852

NORWICH JOHN LEWIS
All Saints Green
Tel: 01603 604 214

FOR TR AVEL AGENTS

BROCHURES

Book online at www.agents.kuoni.co.uk or call us on 01306 744447
Request brochures at www.trade-gate.co.uk

See our full brochure range at www.kuoni.co.uk
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