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Macintosh & PC Specialists
at our Cowley Rd shop

In-shop & on-site support for all problems
including network & broadband.

Upgrades & custom built PCs  —  New Macs & Laptops

Call 0870 2461682

DISCO PA & LIGHTING EQUIPMENT: hire 
and sales. 118 Cowley Rd. (01865) 722027. 

DISCOS, KARAOKES & EQUIPMENT HIRE: 
Dave Seamer Entertainments, (01865) 
240054

PORTABLE P.A. HIRE. Stereo not big enough 
to cope with your party? Your band need 
amplification in small venue? We can help! Email 
inflatablebuddha@yahoo.com or call 07815 050817

BANDS, DISCOS & LIGHTS

CINEMA
 Until Thu 17th Feb
Ultimate Picture Palace (245288)

VERA DRAKE (12A) daily: 7pm, except Mon: 4.30pm
Backstreet abortionist in 1950s England H
THE GRUDGE (15) Fri-Sun: 9.30pm
A house is inhabited by a mysterious and vengeful spirit

IN THE MOOD FOR LOVE (PG) Mon: 7.00pm
Neighbours in a Hong Kong apartment block fi nd they have something in common

CASABLANCA (U) Mon: 9.30pm
In which Bogart doesn’t say ‘Play it again, Sam!’

COFFEE AND CIGARETTES (15) Tue-Thu: 9.30pm
Intertwining short stories. Not Robert Altman or P. T. Anderson, but Jim Jarmusch

Phoenix Picture House (512526)
A WAY OF LIFE (15)  Sun: 1.30pm
A tale of youth boredom in a fi ctional Welsh town.

CHINESE ODYSSEY (U) daily: 11.30pm
Crazy Chinese lunar New Year fi lm.

FRENCH CINEMA: LA BELLE ET LA BETE (PG) Mon: 6.45pm
Beauty and the Beast: 1946 Cocteau classic fantasy.

GARDEN STATE (15) daily: 11.30pm
An estranged Zach Braff  rebuilds ties to his home state.

Kid’s Club: THE ROAD TO EL-DORADO (U)  
Wed: Activities start at 12.45, fi lm at 1.30pmAnimated adventures.

School’s Out: THE INCREDIBLES (U) Mon-Thu: 1.00pm
Animated superheroes from the creator of The Simpsons.

SIDEWAYS (15) daily: 4.00, 6.35, 9.10pm; Fri: also 1.15pm
Mon: no 6.35pm showingTwo middle-aged men on a road trip. H

THE INCREDIBLES (U) daily: 11.30pm
Animated superheroes from the director of The Simpsons.

THE SEA INSIDE (15) daily: 1.15, 3.40, 6.20, 8.50pm
A.k.a. Mar Adentro. Spanish fi lm about euthanasia. H
WHEN THE LAST SWORD IN DRAWN (15) daily: 11.30pm
Samurai swordsman leaves his rural family for the big city.

Odeon George St (0871 2244 007)
CLOSER (15)  daily: 6.30, 8.45pm
Romantic confl icts with Jude Law, Julia Roberts, Natalie Portman & Clive Owen.  H
MEET THE FOCKERS (12A) daily: 10.15, 12.45, 3.15, 6.15, 8.45pm

except Wed: no 10.15am showingMeet the Parents 2...

Senior Screening: MERCHANT OF VENICE (12A)  Wed: 10.00am
Al Pacino and Jeremy Irons give this problematic ‘comedy’ their best.

OCEAN’S TWELVE (12A) daily: 11.15am, 12.15, 2.15, 3.00, 5.15, 
5.45, 8.00, 8.30pmSlick heist sequel with Brad, George and friends. And Bruce.

Subtitled shows: Tue: 2.15pm Wed: 5.15pm

RACING STRIPES (U) daily: 11am, 1.30, 4.15pm
Feel-good family adventure from makers of Babe.

SPONGEBOB SQUAREPANTS (U) daily: 10.00, 11.45, 1.45,
3.45, 6.15pmAnimation about a Sponge. It’s big in the US.

TEAM AMERICA – WORLD POLICE (15) daily except Mon: 8.15pm
Thunderbirdsesque animation from creators of South Park.

THE AVIATOR (12A) Fri-Sun & Tue-Wed: 7.45pm
Biopic of Howard Hughes with Leonardo Di Caprio.

THE MAGIC ROUNDABOUT (U) daily: 10.00am, 12.00, 2.00, 
4.00, 6.00pmAnimated weirdness for all ages.

Odeon Magdalen St (0871 2244 007)
IN GOOD COMPANY (12A) daily: 8.15pm
Dennis Quaid’s new boss is half his age, and sleeping with his daughter (Quaid’s).

MEET THE FOCKERS (12A) daily: 10.30am, 1.00, 3.30,
6.00, 8.30pmMeet the Parents 2...

SHALL WE DANCE (12A) daily: 8.15pm
Rom com, with Jo Lo, oh no.

SIDEWAYS (15) daily: 5.15, 8.15pm
Two men reaching middle age, with disappointment, embark on a road trip.  H
SON OF THE MASK (PG) daily: 11.00, 1.00, 3.15pm
Prequel to The Mask.

Ozone Multiplex (0870 444 3030)
CLOSER (15) daily except Mon: 7.15, 9.25pm
Cold, dark study of four characters whose relationships unravel.  H
CREEP (18) daily: 7.45, 9.35pm
Horror B-movie about the London Underground. (Fantasy horror, not commuting.)

LAURA’S STAR (U) daily: 11.20, 1.10, 3.10pm
Soppy animation about a girl who nurses a hurt star. One for the kiddies.

LEMONY SNICKET (PG) Sat-Sun: 11.30am
A fi lm or a chocolate bar with lemon and peanuts?

MEET THE FOCKERS (12A) daily: 5.25, 6.30, 8.00, 9.10pm
Meet the Parents 2...

MILLION DOLLAR BABY (12A) daily: 8.15pm
Mr Eastwood trains a woman to be a champion boxer.

OCEAN’S TWELVE (12A) daily: 12.15, 2.50, 6.15, 9.00pm
Slick, faux ‘new-wave’ heist sequel with Brad, George, Matt and friends. And Bruce.

POLAR EXPRESS (U) Sat-Sun: 12.00pm
Last of the Xmas 2004 stock. Stars Tom Hanks.

RACING STRIPES (U) daily: 11.00, 1.20, 3.40, 6.00pm
Feel good family adventure from makers of Babe.

RAY (15) daily: 8.30pm
Biopic of the late, great Ray Charles

SHALL WE DANCE (12A) Mon & Thu: 7.15, 9.25pm
RIchard Gere’s bored lawyer falls for Jenniff er Lopez’s ballroom dance teacher... yawn

SON OF THE MASK (PG) daily: 12.00, 2.10, 4.20, 6.30pm
An aspiring cartoonist’s infant son stumbles upon the mask of Loki.

SPONGEBOB SQUAREPANTS (U) daily: 11.30am, 12.30, 1.30,
2.30, 3.30, 4.30pmAnimation from the states about a talking sponge...

THE AVIATOR (12A) Fri-Wed: 12.45, 4.00, 7.00pm
Thu: 12.45, 4.00pmBiopic of Howard Hughes with Leonardo Di Caprio

THE INCREDIBLES (U) daily: 11.10am, 1.40, 4.10pm
Animated superheroes from the director of The Simpsons.

THE MAGIC ROUNDABOUT (U)  Sat-Sun: 11.00am, 12.50,
2.40, 4.40pmOff -the-wall animation that appeals to all ages.

VERA DRAKE (15) daily: 5.40, 8.45pm
Backstreet abortions in 50s London.  H

 H = review on www.dailyinfo.co.uk

THEATRE
Until Sat 19th Feb
Oxford Playhouse (305305)

ACCIDENTAL DEATH OF AN ANARCHIST Sat: 12th: 2.30, 7.30pm
Luca Giberti presents Dario Fo’s most infamous play. £7-12 H
DROWNING ON DRY LAND Tue 15th-Wed: 7.30pm; Fri 18th: 8pm

Thu 17th & Sat 19th: 2.30,7.30pm Alan Ayckbourn’s comedy on society. £9-22

New Theatre (0870 6063500)
HARRY HILL IN HOOVES LIVE Sat 12th: 8pm
The self-styled fl oppy-collared-clown-prince-of-daft is back on tour.  £17.50

THE PLAY WHAT I WROTE  Mon 14th, Tue, Thu & Fri: 7.30 
Wed 16th & Sat 19th: 2.30Celebration of Morecombe and Wise. £8-£22.50

Jongleurs (722851)
BURLESK Tuesdays until March 15th: 9pm-2am
Singing, dancing, black comedy and everything burlesque! £5 H

Old Fire Station Theatre (297170)
CIGARETTES AND CHOCOLATE  Tue 15th - Sat 19th: 7.30pm

Sat: also 2.30pmAnthony Minghella’s play about silence. £5.50 - £8.50.  H
WAITING FOR GODOT Fri 11th: 7.30pm; Sat 12th: 2.30 & 7.30pm
New production of Beckett’s bleak surrealist comedy. £5.50-£8.50  H

Burton Taylor Theatre (305305)
COMEDIANS Sat 12th: 7.30pm
Two Irishmen, a Jew, a ventriloquist and a clown walk into a schoolroom. £4/5

SPLENDOUR Sat 12th: 9.30pm
Decaying grandeur and souring friendship. £4/5

SPANISH INTERLUDES Tue 15th - Sat 19th: 7.30pm
Three new translations of short, bawdy, comic pieces by Cervantes. £4/5

THE VOICE Tue 15th - Sat 19th: 9.30pm
A new adaptation of surrealist Cocteau’s most acclaimed play. £4/5

Pegasus Theatre (722851)
MACBETH until Sat 12th: 8pm
A tale of witchcraft, lust for power, death, madness & revenge. £5.50-3.00.  H
FRAGMENTS Fri 18th - Sat 19th: 7.30pm
Performances by various Oxford youth theatres. £3 - £5.50

Oxford Brookes University 
Drama Studio

GASPING until Sat 12th: 7.30pm
Ben Elton’s satire on large corporations and the people they hire. H
MUSICALS - A CELEBRATION Wed 16th & Fri 18th: 8pm
The best of Broadway and the West End. £5 (£4)

Moser Theatre, Wadham College
GATEWAY TO HEAVEN / CREDO  until Sat 12th: 7.30pm
Two One-Acts by Cristina Bejan in the Moser Theatre at Wadham College. £5

BMW Group Plant (245745)
THE COMEDY OF ERRORS  until March 19th.  Mon-Fri: 7.30pm;

Sat 2.00, 7.30pmShakespeare in the spectacular Mirror Tent. £8.50 - £19.50. H

 H = review on www.dailyinfo.co.uk

WHAT’S ON / COMING SOON

HOUSES & FLATS TO LETJOBS OFFERED

AVAILABLE TO 
VIEW NOW!

Please collect a copy of the list from our offi ce in St 
Clements or call 01865 260111 for more information 

www.fkstudentletting.co.uk 

The best selection of 2, 3, 4, 5 
and 6 bedroom student properties

SERVICES
LITE MOVES FURNITURE removal specialists. From a 
single room to a full house move. www.litemoves.com
0845 644 8124 or 07789 174453.
BIG OR SMALL WE SHIP IT ALL. 50% discount on 
packaging materials to all students who ship with us, 
free pick up in Oxford. Mail Boxes Etc., Summertown 
01865 514655, Headington 01865 741729
OXFORD COUNSELLING AND Psychotherapy 
Service. Confidential. www.oxfordcounselling.co.uk. 
For referrals: (01865) 515324 / 790687.
ALEXANDER TECHNIQUE LESSONS, central Oxford 
and Headington. Student rates. Tel; 01865-765511. 
s.c@btinternet.com www.oxat.net

COMPUTERS
OXFORD MACINTOSH SOLUTIONS Ltd for 

all your Apple Macintosh Sales Services 
and Support. 0871 7170000 www.omsuk.com

DATA PROJECTORS: hire and sales. 01865 722027

RENT AN IMAC from £45.00/month, www.macfaction.co.uk 
/ 01865 764091.

BRAND NEW DELL HARDWARE: 17in. Midnight Grey CRT 
Monitor, MG USB 2 button wheel optical (not cordless) 
mouse, Midnight Grey Keyboard, A215 Stereo Speakers. 
All goods came with new Dell Desktop computer. Still 
packaged. Total value new from Dell: £157.46 inc VAT. 
YOURS FOR £80 OR NEAR OFFER!! Components also 
available separately. Buyer collects from east Oxford. 
07815 050817 / susannabandit@hotmail.com.

INSTRUMENTS FOR SALE
WASHBURN MERCURY SERIES bass guitar, excellent 
tone, suitable for all styles. One loving owner - good 
condition, used but not abused. Reluctantly for sale at 
£350 ONO. Call 07718 907386 for viewing/info.
UPRIGHT PIANO. Needs some TLC! Collect from 
Regent Street, east Oxford. Make me an offer! 
susannabandit@hotmail.com

TUITION OFFERED
GUITAR - TOP LEVEL TUITION. All styles (electric and 
acoustic guitar). Please contact Nick: 07791 196981
GCSE AND AS/A  level Easter revision courses at 
d’Overbroeck’s College, Oxford. Expert help enabling 
students to improve their grades. Leading providers 
of specialist courses with over 20 years experience. 
AS/A level: 2 subjects in 6 days. GCSE: 3 subjects in 5 
days. ISA accredited. www.doverbroecks.com/easter. 
Tel 01865 310000.
BIOLOGY / CHEMISTRY A-Level & GCSE tuition offered. 
Phone: 0777 558 2800

Part of North Oxford Property Services

Quality student 
property still available

AUTHENTIC GREEK-CYPRIOT RESTAURANT
272 BANBURY ROAD, SUMMERTOWN

Tel. OXFORD 511472 / 316983

MOUTH-WATERING TRADITIONAL LEBANESE CUISINE

SPECIAL LUNCH PACKS - SANDWICHES

UNIQUE “DISH OF THE DAY”  VARIES DAILY

253 BANBURY ROAD  SUMMERTOWN  OXFORD  OX2 7HN
0 1 8 6 5   3 1 1 6 6 0

S P E C I A L I S I N G                    I N  P A R T I E S

O P E N  : MON-FRI 9AM-9PM

SAT : 9AM-6PM, SUN 10:30AM-4:30PM

 INDIAN RESTAURANT & TAKEAWAY
(FULLY LICENSED)

Excellent cuisine at reasonable prices

THE STANDARD TANDOORI

-- Opposite the Phoenix Cinema --
For bookings, tel. 553557
117 Walton St, Oxford, OX2 6AJ. 

Open 7 days - 12 - 2.30pm, 6 - 11.30pm

DINING OUT IN OXFORD

Lebanese Restaurant
AL-SALAM

6 Park End Street, Oxford  OX1 1HH

Book on 01865 245710

Make your VALENTINES DAY SPECIAL & 
Romantic with CANDLE-LIT DINNER & 

LIVE BELLY DANCER ENTERTAINMENT at 
AL-SALAM

First drink free with compliments (choice given)
Five course meal (Vegetarian/Vegan choice)

Have it all for only £25!
10% DISCOUNT

WHEN QUOTING THIS ADVERT

GET A LIFE! by Nicholas Bate. £12.99, WH Smith.

EASTER & SUMMER POSTS. We are currently recruiting 
for a variety of ELT positions - Senior Tutors, EFL 
Teachers and Social/Sports Organisers. We have 
opportunities for lively and enthusiastic experienced 
and newly qualified teachers. Accommodation 
available. Please send full CV including the names 
of two referees & recent photo to: The Principal, MM 
Oxford Study Services, 44 Blenheim Drive, Oxford 
OX2 8DQ. Email: english@mmoxford.co.uk FAX No. 
01865 311988.
CARETAKER FULL-TIME POSITION  in Oxford High Street 
church. £13,000 p.a. For details call 01865 279111.
OXFORD DOCTOR NEEDS  part time secretarial help, 
about 6 hours per week. Telephone, typing, computer, 
filing. Ring 248588
SHOP MANAGER 20  hours per week for Oxford High 
Street Church tourist shop. £9 per hour. For details 
call 01865 279111

WOOTTON NEAR WOODSTOCK. 2 bedroom ground 
floor flat in rural location. Large sitting-room, fitted 
kitchen, night storage heating, shared garden with 
river view. Suit professional. No pets or children. 
£600 pcm.
ST GEORGES PARK STANDARD. £850 PCM. CONTACT 
COWLEYROAD@SCOTTFRASER.CO.UK OR RING 
01865 244666 -Great 2 bed + 2 bath apartment, 
furnished to a high standard. £850 pcm. Contact 
cowleyroad@scottfraser.co.uk or ring 01865 244666
STUDIO APARTMENTS - Near to Headington, good 
access to A40 and ring road. Rent £575 pcm. REDUCED 
AGENCY FEES. Contact cowleyroad@scottfraser.co.uk 
or ring 01865 244666
SUMMERTOWN - SPACIOUS 2-BED first floor fully 
furnished apartment. Completely refurbished to 
a very high standard. Easy access to amenities. 
Private Parking. Available now. £1050pcm. 
lingwood@btconnect.com
STUDENT HOMES. IT is only safe for you to rent 
when your money is protected by a Client Money 
Protection Scheme. Ask to see our Certificate, when 
you call for a list of our fantastic selection of homes 
all over the City. www.premier-residential-letting.
co.uk. 207 Cowley Road. 01865 792299co.uk. 207 Cowley Road. 01865 792299

115 MORE on
www.dailyinfo.co.uk

MEDITATION RETREAT  
Learn to meditate or extend and deepen your 

practice at Th e Chalice Well, Glastonbury, 
25-28th April 2005. 

www.mindbodydynamics.co.uk
Contact: anne.bate@appleinter.net 

Tel. 0780 8480619

Art Lovers Late Night
Kounellis at Modern Art Oxford

14 February, 7pm. Galleries open until 10pm  
£3.50 includes champagne.  Tel: 01865 813800
30 Pembroke Street,  Oxford,  OX1 1BP

Tickets: door / Oxford Playhouse (01865 305305)
www.coff eeconcerts.com

Sun. Feb 13th, 
11.15am

Oxford
Coff ee
Concerts

Planes Dukes Rahman Trio
Rawsthorne: Viola Sonata, Debussy: Premier Rhapsodie

Schumann: Marchener Zahlungen op.132

Holywell 
Music Room

MAGDALEN COLLEGE SCHOOL
Oxford

Secretary
(term-time only)

Required to work as part of a team for the Master’s Offi  ce.  
Th is position could be part time (mornings) or full time. 

High standards of accuracy required.  Salary dependent on 
hours and experience.

Letter of application, full cv and details of two referees should 
be sent to the Master’s PA (from whom full details may be 
obtained) by the closing date of  Monday 2st February 2005.

MAGDALEN COLLEGE SCHOOL, OXFORD OX4 DZ
Tel: 0865 2429  Email: lbeaumont@mcsoxford.org

HMC 660 boys, aged 7-8

Penfold Court, Marston. Newly built two bedroom 
ground fl oor fl at. Includes open plan living/dining 
room, fully fi tted kitchen with washer/dryer and 
bathroom with shower over bath.       

Rent: £725. Available: March
North Oxford, Sparsey Place. 2/3 bed house. 
Available furnished or part furnished for 6 months. 
A spacious family home comprising: entrance 
hall to living room (4.5mx5.5m) French window to 
conservatory/dining area (triple glazed and heated). 
Large kitchen/breakfast room. Upstairs to 2 double 
bedrooms with plenty of  built-in storage. Single 
bedroom/offi ce. Bathroom with power shower 
and separate WC. Garage, Garden and off street 
parking.    Rent:  £890pcm. Available: March
Central Headington. Huge 5 bed house with fully 
fi tted kitchen/dining area – downstairs shower 
room, utility room and large living room. 5 double 
bedrooms over 2 fl oors and bathroom with sepa-
rate shower. In excellent decorative order. Off road 
parking. Garden.  Suit family or graduate/profes-
sional sharers. 

Rent: £1650pcm. Available: beginning April
Hertford Street, East Oxford. 4 bed house recently 
completely refurbished.  Living room, dining room, 
new kitchen with appliances, separate WC. Upstairs 
to 4 single bedrooms and bathroom with shower.  
Available now.   £950pcm

We have a selection of 4 and 5 bed houses 
available from summer 2005. Please contact us 
for more details:

info@collegeandcounty.biz   –  01865 722277

MAKE A DIFFERENCE
to a young person’s life
Become a Volunteer Mentor in Oxon
For more details please ring 01865 848181

or log on to www.oyms.org.uk

VOLUNTEERS WANTED

 NARROW BOAT HOLIDAY
TO LET. NARROW BOAT, Evesham marina. One week 
from 6 May ‘05. Sleeps 4-6. Clean, well presented and 
provided. £600 o.n.o. Phone (01865) 310687

ONE BEDROOM FLATS
We have a choice of  one bedroom flats available in 
west Oxford and Cowley. Rents from £525.00 pcm.

Contact: 
Pearce Alder & Co, 33 Botley Road, Oxford

Tel: 01865 246502

ATTENTION STUDENT & 
PROFESSIONAL SHARERS!

We have quality 4 and 5 bedroom houses available for 
the next academic year. Rents from £1100.00 pcm.

Contact: 
Pearce Alder & Co, 33 Botley Road, Oxford

Tel: 01865 246502

ROOMS TO LET

400 MORE on
www.dailyinfo.co.uk

OXFORD BACKPACKERS – shared accommodation, 
fun environment. City centre (Park End). £70 / week 
(no bond). (01865) 721761 / oxford@hostels.co.uk
CENTRAL ROOMS AVAILABLE FOR FLEXIBLE LETS. 
Students or recent graduates aged 26 or under 
to live in houses shared with American university 
students. Most houses are in Jericho. Telephone, TV, 
video and wireless internet provided in all houses. 
£395 pcm all utilities included. Please phone (01865) 
201132 or email housing@oxfordstudy.com for more 
information.
QUIET SINGLE ROOM available immediately, Cowley 
centre. Professionals only. Broadband. £245 exc. 
(01865) 716902 matthew@west.co.tt
LARGE ROOM IN spacious flat, share with one 
other, HEADINGTON, very convenient location, local 
amenities, suit n-s professional, £310pcm incl., 07971 
107535 or bccooper@brookes.ac.uk
LOVELY FURNISHED SINGLE room between Cowley/
Iffley Road (Howard Street) in a very nice and friendly 
house with garden. £295 excl. bills. Professional. 
Available 1st March. Call Line 07891 747870.

ROOM IN LOVELY Farmhouse, Islip. £235pcm. N/S
professional (01865) 331426. Nice area, friendly 
house.
ROOM TO LET in East Oxford, would suit friendly 
clean person, non smoking professional preferred 
who is dog friendly, 370 pcm including all bills. Lou: 
07714 720653
ROOMS FROM £240/£320 PCM. Ensuite £385. Gardener 
and cleaner included. N/S. Tel. 07811 265560
ABINGDON ROAD, ROOM in very nice house sharing 
with two others, £290pcm, Tel. 07932 981347.
COWLEY – TWO SINGLE ROOMS. All facilities, c/h etc. 
Available now. (01865) 772376
SINGLE ROOM IN ASIAN FAMILY HOME. Quiet Close. 
Central Headington very close John Radcliffe, 
Churchill Hospitals. Longer let to Post Grad female 
preferred. Broadband Access. £65 week inc. Viewing 
only possible Sat & Sunday afternoon & Evening. 
Tel: (01865) 767274 after 6pm

GIGS
Sat 12th

THE PADDINGTONS + MORNINGWOOD + THE HALF RABBITS 
+ WARHEN / Downstairs, 14+ / 7pm, £5 adv / £6 door / www.
theclubthat.com / The Zodiac. www.the-zodiac.co.uk / 420042
BARAKA :PSY TRANCE @ THE COVEN / www.barakasphere.com /
£7 members (or before 11pm; £8 after) / The Coven, Oxpens

Sun 13th
WILLY MASON / 7.30pm £6 downstairs / The Zodiac. Tel: 420042; 
www.the-zodiac.co.uk/
NICK BENDA PLUS SCAPE / Cutting edge improvisation from 
Birmingham based band SCAPE / Oxford Improvisers / £5 (£3) / 
8pm / domlash@hotmail.com / www.oxfordimprovisers.com / 
Drama Studio, Oxford Brookes Headington Hill Hall campus. 
Behind Richard Hamilton Building (ask on-site security)
VIVA SALSA CLASSES WITH CLIFF JOSEPH & WENDY / 4 levels 
of classes & dancing / every Sunday from 6pm / 07905 484077 / 
Jongleurs. Hythe Bridge St., Oxford; Tel: 01865 722851

Mon 14th
OXFORD IMPS! Improvised Comedy / Made-up based on YOUR 
suggestions! Similar to Whose Line Is It Anyway? / 8pm, £2 / 
hannah@oxfordimps.com / www.oxfordimps.com / Wheatsheaf. 
129, High St 

MEETINGS / LECTURES
Sat 12th

ANGLO-SAXON HISTORY & ART LECTURE / Talk on the anglo-
saxon creative legacy / Profi ts to Cecily’s Fund / 1.30-4pm / £15 
book asap / www.cecilysfund.org / Ashmolean Museum
THE PLANTSMAN’S DAY / A selection of plants people will be 
on hand to tell us what we should be growing during the year 
ahead / 10am-4pm, £45 / Jacqueline du Pré Music Building. St. 
Hilda’s College

Sun 13th
BLIND TASTING GROUP / OU Wine Education group / 5pm /  
wwwo.ouwc.co.uk (Blind Tasting) / City Centre, Broad St – please 
contact yohan.graham@st-benets.ox.ac.uk if you wish to attend. 
LUTHERAN CHURCH SERVICE / ELCE (English) Lutheran Service 
/ www.lutheran.co.uk / 5 pm every 2nd and 4th Sunday / St. 
Columba’s Church, Alfred Street (off  High Street)

Mon 14th
OU WHO VIDEO EVENING / Doctor Who: Mawdryn Undead / 50p 
evening £10 life membership / users.ox.ac.uk/~whosoc/ / 8pm 
Christ Church Lecture Room 2
DR ANDREW BALL (OPEN UNIVERSITY) / Landing on a Comet / 
Abingdon Astronomical Society / 8pm / www.abingdonastro.org.
uk / Methodist Church Hall, Dorchester Crescent, Abingdon

An Interesting Opportunity for an Enthusiastic and Reliable Person 
to work 2 days a week in a shop selling African arts and crafts 

No previous retail experience necessary
Please contact Liz Muggeridge

13A South Parade Summertown Oxford OX2 7JW
Tel 302937 or email

Liz@artworksforafrica.

‘Gasping’ is perhaps too apt a title. It symbolizes the 
plot. It evokes the audience’s inundation with sexuality 
and their mildly shocked response to it. It describes the 
characters’ fi nal moments before they suff ocate, and the 
audience’s reaction when it’s fi nally over. Don’t get me 
wrong. It’s not bad – just too long, too overtly politicized 
to go deep, and too apt a parody of modern economics 
to sit comfortably. And when you leave the theatre, 
gasping will describe your appreciation of the air you 
breathe – for free!

For, in Ben Elton’s world the air we breathe has be-
come another commodity. (Written in 1990, nice touches 
were added to update it to make it plausible this year). 
A corporate executive, Sir Chiefl y Lockhart (oh, the 
subtlety), is looking for the next “Pot Noodle” – you know, 
the next new product, entirely innovative, never been done 
before. His aspiring business-savvy, business-obsessed, 
business-protégé, Philip, discovers “Suck and Blow”. (Th is 
is not anywhere near the most blatant entendre.) Th e 
machine sucks oxygen from the air, and blows it back so 
people can breathe only purifi ed air.

Th e resonances with modern politics are plentiful and 
overt. Originally envisaged only for the wealthy, soon the 
air quality has become so degraded that everyone needs 
purifi ed air (think bottled water). Lockhart destroys air, 
while poor people suff ocate, in order to drive up the prices 
(think food). Cheap imports of air are driving down the 
prices and preventing the market from supplying enough 
air (think generic AIDS drugs in Africa). Some of these 
analogies will make even a neoclassical economist shudder 
a bit, before dismissing them as simplistic. But the play 
undermines this impact by making it all so explicit, 

including a nice little moral at the end: “If you can’t make 
a profi t without selling your soul, then you shouldn’t be 
in business.” Or if you’re not a businessman-type: “we 
all profi t from suff ering.”

Th e play only gets submerged in politics in its second 
act. In the fi rst act, Philip, played likeably and with 
sustained energy by Christopher Quinn, develops a 
crush on his co-worker, the hard-nosed Kirsten. Th us, 
stumbling over his words, he briefl y has to face up to 
his inability to see the world in any other terms than 
business ones as he tries to woo her. But she turns out 
to be a lesbian, and his moment of benevolent epiphany, 
though it happens at some indefi nite point later-on, is 
never well-understood. Th is is an ideas-driven play, not 
a character-driven one.

But it’s powered through from start to fi nish by a 
rapid progression of stand-up style jokes (mostly bad 
sex-puns), which lose their spontaneity and can’t hide 
their superfi ciality. Th e best penned lines are ones 
describing such things as the Native American chief 
Seattle as a “senior executive” and carrying the business 
perspective down to its most absurd conclusions. But it 
was the physical humour which generated the heartiest 
laughs – both because it was good and because we 
became increasingly numb to any verbal wit as the play 
progressed.

As an idea, Gasping works wonderfully by taking the 
genre of capitalist-critique plays to an insightful extreme. 
But in this production Elton himself comes across as 
mediocre: it’s too long, too explicit, too long-winded. 
Th ere’s no air left to breathe.

Oliver Morrison, Oxford Brookes Drama Studio

THEATRE REVIEW

Gasping
Oxford Brookes Drama Studio, 7.30pm, Th u 10 - Sat 12

Sponsored by the University’s Oxford Strategic Leadership Programme

The Oxford Leadership Prize
“Will the 21st Century require new models of Leadership?”

Prize: £3,500
Two further awards of £1,000 for highly commended entrants

Closing Dates: Registration Friday 11 March 2005 | Submission Friday 20 May 2005

– Are you under 30 and connected to the University?

– Whatever your fi eld, interests or experience – do you have innovative ideas
 about leadership?

– Can you make your case effectively – both in the format of your choice and in
 person – to distinguished leaders, thinkers and practitioners in the fi eld?

Would you like to enter?
For full details and Registration Form, please contact:

Dr Marshall Young, email: oxford.leadership.prize@templeton.ox.ac.uk

FR E VD
Sat 12
Sun 13

Mon 14
Tue 15

 Wed 16
Thu 17
Fri 18

Acts 11pm-2am unless stated
Licensed Café ♦ Walton Street

Music & Dancing, good food, pizzas a speciality
Open 7 days:  11am – late  Tel: 311171 

The Mike Chilcott Trio     Jazz Band
2 - 4pm: Ross Elder Jazz Piano
11-12pm: James Classical Italian Songs
The Mike Chilcott Band       Jazz 
Closed for a private function
Karl Demata                        Blues Guitar
Anduze     Soul
  The Xavier Trio                      Jazz Band

LIVE MUSIC

THE BIG BANG ANTI-VALENTINE’S POEM COMPETITION
SOME OF OUR FAVOURITES...

Valentine Shmalentine
All the kissing couples

And the teddy bears in mugs.
Annoying shaped balloons.

And big pink cards that promise hugs.
Cupids arrow didn’t hit
Me anywhere this year.
So me, myself and I will 

Drown our sorrows in some beer.
The 14th of the 2nd month

Is just another day.
So why the crazy air of love?

It just gets in the way.
I’d rather go out with my friends

Or sit at home and read.
I’d like a boyfriend, yes I would.
But its not a desperate need.

So “down wiv valentiney things”
“Down wiv love” I say.

Down with all the bears in mugs
ITS JUST ANOTHER DAY!!

Charlotte Scadeng
----------------------------------------------

In the dark, forgotten street
Where time, like a fog, curls ‘round one’s feet
And the slow hum of people begins to fade

I present to myself my own accolade 
Most likely to pray to the stars above

Most likely to never fi nd one’s true love
Most likely to die, alone on a street

Where time, like a fog, curls ‘round one’s feet
The Great Lorenzo

------------------------------------------------------
There was a young girl reading law
Who found parties a bit of a bore.
She skipped the Valentine’s bash

And ate sausage and mash
Saying “This is what evenings are for”

Deborah Ceadel

February Fool
Have you seen the card-shop windows

Ablaze with red on red?
Lipstick kisses, hearts of felt,

Hints of sex and bed.
Cuddly toys, hand in hand,

All seem to shout it out:
“Look at us, we’re so in love -

There’s a lot of it about”.
Have you seen the cards inside the shops,

A riot of red on red?
Cute confections, soft and sweet,

Or hot and rude instead.
Ones with rhymes or bits inside

So hearts or parts pop out:
“Love is like this everywhere!

There’s a lot of it about!”.
Have you seen the streets and peoples’ lives

Awash with red on red?
Crash-zone complications;
Things not done, not said.

Hopes held high, fallen down;
Hearts confused cry out.

Looks and feelings fooled them all.
There’s a lot of it about.

Glenn Watson
---------------------------------------------

How do I love thee, let me count the ways.
There were the fi rst four times you turned me down,

Once in The Gardner’s, three in The Crown,
There was the twice you were drunk enough to agree,

And the twice you had somewhere better to be.
There was the once you slept with my best mate Ray,

The ten times you told me “he’s as great as they say...”
The fi ve times you laughed,

The four times you snickered,
Nine failed attempts to get into your knickers.

There are the dozen red roses that I wont be buying
There are ninety-nine tears that I wont be crying

Cause me and fi ve mates are having a bash
We’ll be stuffi ng our faces at Bangers and Mash.

Bitter and Twisted

With thanks to all the contributors. 
See the other offerings on www.dailyinfo.co.uk/dailyinfo/antivalpoetry.htm

Under 24,000 miles, full service history and MOT, central 
locking, electric windows & sunroof, black leather seats 

(front heated seats), 5 CD player, radio and cassette, road 
tax till 05/05, alloy wheels and retractable electric mirrors, 

petrol engine .8 cc, removable Land Rover top bars.
All for only £,990. Contact number: 07970 925083

Land Rover Freelander 
ES Estate 2002

CARS FOR SALE

CONCERTS
Sat 12th

Oxford University Orchestra / Guy Johnston Plays Rococo Variations 
/ 8pm £10 / Sheldonian Theatre. Broad Street; Tel: 305305 
Helen Parkinson, soprano / An Evening of English Song / Oxford Int. 
Music Festival / 8.00pm – Free, with collection / Hertford College Chapel
Grand Viennese St Valentine’s Ball / Oxford Philomusica / 6.30pm-
11.55, £25-75 / Oxford Town Hall. 109-113 St Aldate’s; Tel: 252195

Sun 13th
Rawsthorne: Viola Sonata / Debussy: Premiere Rhapsodie, 
Schumann: Marchener Zahlungen op 132 / Planes Dukes Rahman’s 
Trio / 11.15am / Oxford Coff ee Concerts / Tickets: door or Playhouse 
305305
Eliana Cristofoli, violin / Dallapiccola --- Brahms --- Kreisler --- 
Stravinsky --- Sarasate / Oxford Int. Music Festival / 8.00pm - £10 (£5 
Concessions) / Holywell Music Room. Holywell Street

Mon 14th
City Of Oxford Orchestra: Salute to Love / Music by Vivaldi, Pachebel, 
Barber, Elgar, Bach and Zipoli. / 7pm. £25/19/14/10 / Sheldonian 
Theatre. Broad Street; Tel: 305305 

Telesales Executive (Salary + Commission + 26 
days holiday + Company Pension Scheme – based 
in Oxford potentially moving to Witney)
Are you a self-motivated, enthusiastic, confi dent person looking 
for telesales work?  You must be able to adapt to communicating 
with all levels of people within an organisation.   

Alden Translations, established in 1990, is looking for a telesales 
executive who will help us expand our client base by helping to 
develop new business.

Working from company lists provided, you will be cold calling 
and maintaining new and existing accounts, and in turn making 
appointments for the fi eld sales staff.

Main tasks:
 · Cold calling potential clients via telephone
 · Developing House Accounts
 ·  Scheduling customer visits and making appointments 
   for fi eld sales staff
 · Keeping excel spreadsheets and database 
   information up to date with all call history.
 · Customer care calling.

If you have a strong telesales background with exceptional 
telephone skills, then this is the job for you.  Experience in 
outbound telesales calling is essential for this post.

For further information about the company please visit our 
website: www.aldentranslations.com

Please email your CV and covering letter to Tracy Fitzgerald, 
Translations Manager: tfi tzgerald@alden.co.uk 

Start date of job: From April 2005 

Closing date for applications is 20th February 2005

DO YOU KNOW  your way around Oxford? Intelligent 
person urgently required to assist local company 
with short term project within ring road area. Full 
instructions given & able to use public transport/
bicycle. £6/hr. Call (01865) 856037/email jane.
beard@community.net.uk
EFL TEACHER WITH INTEREST IN INTERNET and 
materials development required. Pref DELTA or 
equivalent. Covering letter with c.v. to Oxford English 
Centre: info@oxfordenglish.co.uk.


