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Oxford’s

Phoenix Picture House 512526

THE PIANIST (15)          Wed & Thu: 4.00, 8.45  
A jewish pianist’s tale of survival through WWII. See 
review at www.dailyinfo.co.uk

THE GOOD GIRL (15)         Wed & Thu: 6.45  
Small-town girl Jennifer Aniston is... or is she? See 
review at www.dailyinfo.co.uk

L.I.E. (18)        Wed: 3.00, 7.00 Thu: 5.00, 11.20 
15-yr-old boy from Long Island leads a double life

PERFUME DE VIOLETAS (15)  Wed: 1.00, 5.00 
Thu: 1.00, 7.00 

Rape affects the friendship of 2 girls in Mexico.

IRREVERSIBLE (18)                 Wed & Thu: 9.10  
Contains scenes of graphic violence which some 
viewers may fi nd disturbing. See review at 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk

CITY OF GOD (18)             Wed & Thu: 1.30 
Story of the slums of Rio de Janeiro. See review at 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk

TWELVE MONKEYS (15) Thu: 11.15pm 
Willis & Pitt in Terry Gilliam’s time-travel, mental illness, 
murderous virus rollercoaster 

Ultimate Picture Palace 245288
BOWLING FOR COLUMBINE(15)      Wed & Thu: 9.15 
Michael Moore dismantles the US culture of fear.

ALL OR NOTHING(18) Wed & Thu: 6.45 
Mike Leigh’s latest. See review at www.dailyinfo.co.uk

Odeon Magdalen Street 
0870 5050007

CATCH ME IF YOU CAN (12A)   Daily: 1.15, 4.45, 8.15 
Hanks, DiCaprio, Walken & Sheen in true story of a 
successful conman.  See review at www.dailyinfo.co.uk

TWO WEEKS’ NOTICE (12A)       Daily: 12.30*, 
3.15*, 6.00*, 8.45* 

Sandra Bullock & Hugh Grant in ‘stuff-you, Boss!’ fl ick

THE WILD THORNBERRYS MOVIE (U)     Daily: 
1.00, 3.30, 5.45 

Eliza talks to animals and saves elephants in animated 
fantasy

ABOUT SCHMIDT (15) Daily (except Thurs): 8.15 
Jack Nicholson & Kathy Bates in the tale of a failed 
man. See review at www.dailyinfo.co.uk

THE LORD OF THE RINGS: THE TWO TOWERS (12A) 
 Thu: 7.45 
Contains intense combat & fantasy horror. See review 
at www.dailyinfo.co.uk

Odeon George Street 
0870 5050007

CHICAGO (12A) Daily: 11.30*, 2.15*, 5.45*, 8.30*  
Zellweger, Zeta-Jones & Gere do sex & violence, 
1920s-style. See review  at www.dailyinfo.co.uk

8 MILE (15) Daily: 12.15, 3.00, 6.00, 8.45 
Eminem stars in biographical tale. See review at 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk

PUNCH DRUNK LOVE (15) Daily: 1.30, 4.00, 
6.30, 9.00 

Adam Sandler is violent eccentric in romantic comedy. 
See review at www.dailyinfo.co.uk

FINAL DESTINATION 2 (15) Daily: 2.00*, 4.30*, 
7.00*, 9.15*  

19-year-old must save her friends from evil marauding 
Death. See review, right

THE LORD OF THE RINGS: THE TWO TOWERS (12A) 
Wed : 11.45, 3.30, 7.30 

Contains intense combat & fantasy horror. See review 
at www.dailyinfo.co.uk

ODEON SENIOR SCREEN: EAST IS EAST (15) 
Wed: 10.45am*. Over 55s only!  

Anglo-asian family troubles in 1970s Salford. See 
review at www.dailyinfo.co.uk

SPECIAL ADVANCE PREVIEW: DAREDEVIL (15) 
Thu: 11.45, 2.45, 5.15, 8.00 

Justice is blind. So is Ben Affl eck.

*=Wheelchair access

CINEMA
 Until Thurs 13th February

Old Fire Station Theatre 297170

BENT   Tue 11 - Sat 15: 7.30pm Sat mat: 2.30pm 
Drama by Martin Sherman. 15+ age recommendation. 
First night discounts available

Burton Taylor Theatre 305350

BANG BANG, YOU’RE DEAD!        Tue 11 - Sat 15: 
9.30pm 

What do kids think as they shoot? Is it just a game? 
£5/£4

THE OXFORD REVUE PRESENTS: PIT STOP           
Tue 11 - Sat 15: 7.30pm 

‘Sketch thriller’ from the swashbuckling comedy troupe. 
£5/£4

Oxford Playhouse 305305 

PRESENT LAUGHTER        Mon 10 - Sat 15: 7.30pm 
Sat mat: 2.30 

Comedy by Noel Coward starring Rik Mayall

Pegasus Theatre 722851

SOUNDING OFF Fri 14 : 8pm 
Young bands competition. Call 07711 529259 if you 
want to play!

The Apollo Oxford 0870 6063500
GRIGOROVICH’S NUTCRACKER        Mon 10 - Sat 15: 

7.30pm Wed & Sat mats: 2.30 
Ellen Kent & Ballet International present. £7.50-£32.50

Keble College 
THE SYMPOSIUM, BY PLATO         Tue 11 - Sat 15: 

7.30 Sat mat: 2.30 
In the O’Reilly Theatre. £8/£6 from 305305

THEATRE
 Until Thurs 13th February

BANDS, DISCOS, LIGHTS
DISCO PA & LIGHTING EQUIPMENT: hire 
and sales. 118 Cowley Rd. 01865 722027. 

DISCOS, KARAOKES AND EQUIPMENT 
HIRE: Dave Seamer Entertainments, 
(01865) 240054

BANDS, DISCO, KARAOKE, equipment 
hire, from ODS. 01865 736660

4 more on 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk!

PCFIXIT. No fix, no pay. Free 
consultation. Ring 01865243609. 
pcfixit@go.com

RENT AN IMAC with printer from 
£45.00/month, iBook from 
£65.00/month. www.macfaction.co.uk / 01865 
764091.

OXFORD MACINTOSH SOLUTIONS Ltd for all your 
Apple Macintosh Sales Services and Support. 0871 
7170000 www.omsuk.com

COMPUTERS 
FOR SALE/ HELP

70 more on 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk!

GENERAL SALES 

MEETINGS/LECTURES
PUBLICIZE YOUR SOCIETY HERE!

Put YOUR meetings or lectures up -
immediately, any time and free - at 

www.dailyinfo.co.uk.
Queries to dailyinfo@dailyinfo.co.uk 

Wed 12th

OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS / Weekly 12 Step meet-
ing for anyone with an eating disorder. / 7.30pm 
- 8.30pm / West Oxford Community Centre, Botley 
Road

OXFORD GAMELAN SOCIETY / Play the enchanting 
bronze orchestra of Java! Beginners welcome / Balfour 
Building, 60, Banbury Road, Oxford. Contact: Martyn 
Bull 01235 815470 or Pete Smith 01865 510815 /6pm

ANTI WAR NETWORK / Groups and individuals 
meet to communicate, coordinate, share ideas / 
Blackfriars, St Giles / 7.30PM / Email: 
greening_paul@hotmail.com

TRUTH & LIBERAL CHRISTIANITY / Meal (charge), 
talk by Revd Prof John Barton & discussion / 
University Church of St. Mary the Virgin, High 
Street (Radcliffe Sq.) / 7pm, Old Library / Email: 
university.church@ox.ac.uk

OXFORD AMNESTY LECTURE SERIES: DIVIDED 
CITIES / Professor & author David Harvey. Tickets: 
305305 / 5.30pm / Sheldonian Theatre, Broad Street; 
Tel: 305305 

SLADE LECTURE / ‘Pictor doctus or pictor vulgaris: 
tracing Rembrandt’s thoughts on art’. Prof. Ernst van 
de Wetering. Public lecture, part of the ‘Reconstructing 
Rembrandt’ series. / 5pm / Lecture Hall, Taylor Institu-
tion, St Giles’, Oxford

THERAPY: PITFALLS & POTENTIAL / Michael Soth, 
Psychotherapist & Trainer. £10/evening, £50 for all 
six / Womens Institute (WI) Hall, North Hinksey 
Lane, Botley, West Oxford / 7.30pm - 10pm / Web: 
www.soth.co.uk / Email: michael@soth.co.uk

GIGS
Wed 12th

OPEN MIC NIGHT / Mars Entertainments presents 
Delicious music. Free (band bookings call 07876 
184623 / 07989 028522) / 9-11pm / The Old Tom, St 
Aldates

CATWEAZLE CLUB / Oxford’s longest running acous-
tic performance club for musicians, poets, storytellers 
& performers. £3/£2. / 8.30pm / Northgate Hall, St 
Michael’s St

KIT CAT / Coolest sounds of all time (LIVE) $4.50/3.50 
/ 9pm / Jongleurs, Hythe Bridge St., Oxford; Tel: 01865 
722851

ALISON BENTLEY & THE EWEN BAIRD GROUP / 
Original jazz vocalist & local group. Free / 9pm / Ches-
ter Arms, Chester St, off Iffl ey Road

COFFEE HOUSE NIGHT / Open stage for music and 
poetry, everyone welcome, free admission / The MCR 
at Lady Margaret Hall, Norham Gardens / 8pm to ? / 
Email: alicia.triche@LMH.ox.ac.uk

POISON FLOW / Live band plus DJs. £5 / 8pm-12am / 
Backroom @ The Bully, 162 Cowley Road; Tel: 244516, 
Fax: 202457

KARL DEMATA / Blues guitar / 11pm-2am / Freud’s, 
Walton St; Tel: 311171

DELICATE AWOL / The Point Presents. £5 (incl. 
Trashy after for over 18s) / 7pm / The Zodiac, 190 
Cowley Road; Tel: 420042

     21 more on 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk!

VANOLOGY REMOVAL SERVICE. Reasonable rates. 
Local and long distance. Reliable. 01865-243609. 
vanology@go.com
ALEXANDER TECHNIQUE LESSONS, central Oxford 
and Headington. Student rates. Tel; 01865-765511. 
s.c@btinternet.com www.oxat.net 
BIG OR SMALL WE SHIP IT ALL: also 24-hour photo-
copying, private mailing addresses (24-hour access 
and forwarding worldwide), binding, fax bureau and 
much more. Mail Boxes Etc. Summertown 01865 
514655, Headington 01865 
741729 

 SERVICES OFFERED

CONTACTS

...Men Seeking Women...Women Seeking 
Men...Gay, Lesbian & Bisexual...

Paid ads in the “Personal” sections of 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk now get a week on 
sheet & internet for the price of one day!

!!

GIRLS: How To Find and Keep the Love of Your 
Life! It is not a dating agency. For absolutely free 
information email to: findyoulove2001@yahoo.co.uk

  

COMING

www.dailyinfo.co.uk - instant advertising anytime
3,500 Oxford visitors every 24 hours

 INDIAN RESTAURANT & TAKEAWAY
(FULLY LICENSED)

Excellent cuisine at reasonable prices

THE STANDARD TANDOORI

-- Opposite the Phoenix Cinema --

For bookings, tel. 553557
117 Walton St, Oxford, OX2 6AJ. 

Open 7 days - 12 - 2.30pm, 6 - 11.30pm

FOOD

Oxford Amnesty Lectures 2003
present

David Harvey
Author of Social Justice and the City 

and The Urban Experience.

Wed 12 February, Sheldonian Theatre, 5.30pm
Tickets on door £6 (£4 conc) Season tickets £36 (£24)

All proceeds to Amnesty International

UNSWORTHS 

50-90% OFF 

15 Turl Street, Oxford. Open Every Day
LOTS OF NEW STOCK

Secondhand & Remainder 
Books on the Humanities

publishers’ prices

CINEMA REVIEW

In Virginia Woolf’s novel ‘Mrs Dalloway’, 
as Clarissa Dalloway whiles away the hours 
preparing for a party, she remembers a pas-
sionate affair in her youth as well as 
a kiss she once exchanged with a female 
friend; meanwhile on the other side of town 
a poet who has survived the horrors of 
World War I succumbs to madness and kills 
himself.

Mrs Dalloway does not 
herself appear as a char-
acter in ‘The Hours’, 
directed by Stephen 
Daldry and adapted from 
Michael Cunningham’s 
novel by David Hare. 
Yet she is nonetheless 
an important presence 
in the fi lm - an invis-
ible ghost who haunts 
the lives of three women 
from different times and 
places. The fi lm spans a single day in the 
life, or life in a day, of each of the 
three women, all bisexual, all anxious, all 
refl ective, all drowning in the pressures 
which others place upon them.  

In Richmond, England 1923, Virginia Woolf 
(Nicole Kidman), confi ned to the country as 
a cure for her suicidal depression. whiles 
away the hours preparing a tea party for 
her sister Vanessa (Miranda Richardson), 
and planning her new novel, ‘Mrs Dalloway’. 
At one point she thinks her protagonist 
will commit suicide, but later she changes 
her mind, resolving that a poet will die 
instead. She decides to return to her life 
in London. Eighteen years later, she kills 
herself. 

In Los Angeles, 1951, pregnant housewife 
Laura Brown (Julianne Moore) whiles away 
the hours reading ‘Mrs Dalloway’, and 
making a cake with her young son Richie 
for the birthday party of her husband (John 
C. Reilly). At one point Laura decides to 
commit suicide, but then she changes her 
mind.

In New York City, 2001, Clarissa Vaughan 
(Meryl Streep) whiles away the hours pre-
paring a party for Richard (Ed Harris), a 
gay poet and novelist with whom she had 
a passionate affair in her youth, and who 
has since then called her ‘Mrs Dallo-
way’. His latest novel is a barely dis-
guised fi ctionalisation of the lives of 
his friends and family, in which ‘nothing 

happens, and then - 
wham! - she [Rich-
ard’s mother] kills 
herself’. Although 
Richard has survived 
the horror of AIDS, 
he succumbs to mad-
ness and kills him-
self. Later that 
evening, the party 
cancelled, Clarissa 
meets Richard’s 
mother and takes 
stock of her life. 

In Daldry’s skilful hands, these three 
lives are interwoven into an elliptical 
tapestry, overlapping and intruding upon 
one another with great subtlety. How rare 
it is to see a fi lm that assumes a modi-
cum of intelligence in its viewers. The 
themes it explores are life and death, 
love and loss, and the possibility of sur-
vival in memory and literature. 

Kidman (with a prosthetic nose designed 
perhaps to help us forget ‘Days of 
Thunder’), Moore and Streep all give 
Oscar-winning performances, and are well 
supported by the rest of the cast. It 
is ambitious to set a single fi lm in the 
Twenties, the Fifties and the Noughties, 
but Daldry has managed to make the period 
details convincing without ever letting 
them become distracting.  

Give ‘The Hours’ a couple of your own, and 
you’ll fi nd enough joy and sadness to fi ll 
three lifetimes.

Anton Bitel 10/02/03

The Hours
Phoenix Picture House from Friday

26 more on 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk!

FURNITURE 
AND BEDDING

HABITAT KING SIZE BED - Iron Frame - Used 1/2 
dozen times - £270.00 - Cost Nearly Double - 1 Year 
Old - Phone 07786 472353

DO THE ANIMALS !
A workshop of Taoist practice to awaken the energies 

of the fi ve major organs systems of the body. 
(Lungs, kidneys, liver, heart and spleen.)

Includes a full practice of the Six healing sounds, with both 
the seated forms & the “Animals“movements, along with organ 

energy massage, and explanation of fi ve element theory.
Entirely suitable for beginners. Call to book, or just turn up.
Sunday Feb 16th, 11am-3pm, at the hall of St Phillip 
& James First School, Leckford Road. Cost: £15/£10, 

includes spelt biscuits. (discounts for repeaters)
Further info from www.healingtaooxford.co.uk 

or leave a message for Ian on Oxford 432901

JOBS OFFERED        

HOUSEKEEPERS REQUIRED FOR A 5* CENTRAL 
OXFORD APARTMENT HOTEL. MINIMUM OF 30 
HOURS (9AM - 2PM). 01865 254000 OR EMAIL 
FAFAR@OXSTAY.CO.UK4 part-time teachers wanted / £20.15 ph

Accountancy, Business Studies, 
Applied Maths, Pure Maths. 

(For University Foundation Courses / A Level equivalent)
ESOL/EFL qualifi cation in addition to degree in 

subject area would be a distinct advantage.
Phone Aspect ILA, Oxford on 01865 515808

SINGERS WANTED for Concert Choir, Central Oxford. All voices, 
763281, 07986 235585 choir@remoller.freeserve.co.uk
THE PARASOL PROJECT. Make a positive difference to the 
life of a disabled child, supporting them in accessing main-
stream play provision. Work available on the 17th-21st Febru-
ary, Easter Holidays & Summer Holidays. £5.50 per hour. Must 
be over 18. 01865 742816
OXFORD LANGUAGE SCHOOL requires consultant Course 
Director to advise on and implement British Council Accredi-
tation. One day per week. Must have considerable experience 
in similar work. recruit@etal.org
CATHEDRAL SHOP needs part-time computer-literate help. Six 
hours weekly, £6.50ph Telephone Richard Evans, 201971
UNIVERSITY DRAMA OFFICER sought for 2003-04. Suit recent, 
or soon to be, graduate with broad experience of Oxford stu-
dent theatre. Salary £11,897 p.a. Applications by 28 February 
2003. For further details tel Max Todd on 01865 280299 or 
e-mail Max.Todd@admin.ox.ac.uk
SINGERS WANTED ALL Voices, Central Oxford Concert Choir, 
choir@remoller.freeserve.co.uk 
HISTORY TUTOR TO GCSE needed asap. 01865 429712 
SPECIAL CHILDREN SEEK enthusiastic playworker 3-6pm 
daily. Call Maria 07977097407 
PILATES TEACHER REQUIRED for small committed Oxford 
group. Email vwarwick@blueyonder.co.uk 
BOOKKEEPER (P/T) REQUIRED ASAP, Sage Line50 essential. 
Tel: 304893. 

VOLUNTEER LEGACY AMBASSADOR required for CLIC, training 
provided hayley@clic.fsworld.co.uk 01865767056 
NATIVE FLAMENCO DANCE teacher wanted please contact 
minervalma@hotmail.com 
TUESDAY AFTERSCHOOL CHILDCARE needed till 9pm. Own 
Transport. £6hr lins@ntlworld.com 
CLEANER WANTED. Jericho. £20 3xhours Saturday. Deborah 
Hamilton, tel:459 904 
CLEANER WANTED HEADINGTON. Saturday mornings 3 or 4 
hours. julian@jdgross.fsworld.co.uk 
VOLUNTEERS WANTED FOR HOMELESS Befriending Project: 
oxbefriendscheme@crinet.co.uk or 07967974105 
CREATION THEATRE COMPANY - Bar/Catering Manager - open 
air venue jobs@creationtheatre.co.uk 
CELTA-QUALIFIED TEFL TUTOR wanted. For details contact 
aconsidineobc@hotmail.com 
CREATION THEATRE COMPANY - Marketing and Sales Assist-
ants jobs@creationtheatre.co.uk for info. 
VOLUNTEERS WANTED FOR experiment, pay £5 per hour 
volunteers333@hotmail.com 

WHAT’S ON   *  ACCOMMODATION  *  JOBS

239 MORE 
Rooms To Let on 

www.dailyinfo.co.uk!

ROOMS, HEADINGTON. £295pcm ono. James 0778 
8855323

LARGE DOUBLE ENSUITE Loft Room, Sandhills (Near 
Thornhill Park & Ride/London Buses) Broadband 
Internet, £400inc 760910 
mobyrne@netcomuk.co.uk

SINGLE. AVAILABLE NOW. All facilities. Microwave. 
Washing machine. Parking. 01865 772376

YARNTON: ensuite room, new executive house. 
Weekday let preferred. £350 pcm pro-rata, excl. 
01865 373867 (eves)

LOVELY DOUBLE, ENSUITE, 10 minutes walk city 
centre, friendly houseshare, young professionals 
preferred

FRIENDLY SUMMERTOWN HOUSESHARE SEEKS 
ONE. Single £285pcm, many advantages. Ring 
Mike: 439176 or PREFERABLY email 
mbdrennan@ntlworld.com for details.

LOVELY ROOM IN FRIENDLY COMFORTABLE HOUSE. 
Female preferred. £285pcm inc. Tel. 01865 728715

CENTRAL ROOMS FOR STUDENTS OR RECENT GRAD-
UATES. Comfortable furnished houses mostly in 
Jericho, sharing with U.S. undergraduates. TV, 
video, phone, computer. £360 pcm including bills. 
Short termleases possible. Also, renting now for 
next academic year, 10½ month leases, (not 12). 
Call 01865 201132

ROOMS TO LET

NICE NEW-ROOM, MODEL House, All Mod-Cons, Near 
Centre, £85pw, 07855393345 
MODERN CITY HOUSE, Oswestry Rd, £85 pw, bills extra, 
07855393345 
HEADINGTON:SINGLE ROOM,£290PCM, INCL.SHARED 
house.suit student.07789205217 
HOUSESHARE, COWLEY ROAD, 2 furnished rooms 
£250/350 call Graham 07759812733 
ROOMS IN BLACKBIRD leys near oxford scince park 
07775671375 irfan.shah@blackwell.co.uk 
NICE HOUSE, IFFLEY Road,1 room, 280 BP, call 
01865-284247 
FAB ROOM GORGEOUS HOUSE share with 2mid-20s. 
£317pcm(excl) MAY sallyrawlings80@yahoo.co.uk 
DOUBLE ROOM CLOSE to bicester garrison 
maintenance@acnielsen.co.uk 
WITNEY, SPACE, PEACE, cats, conservatory, internet, £325 
inc mellersk@oup.co.uk 01993705447 
EXCELLENT ROOM!SHARE 3 BEDROOM HOUSE £300PCM 
LIZZIE 07775775320 
MODERN CITY HOUSE, Oswestry Rd, £85 pw, bills extra, 
07855393345 
NOW: SHARE NEW City House, Abingdon Road, £85 pw, 
07855393345 
SINGLEROOM IFFLEY 10MIN from centre £70PW(inc bill) 
07979490929 
DOUBLE CENTRAL HOUSESHARE with postdoc available 
7thApril £350excl. 07814426691 dan@glycob.ox.ac.uk 
HEADINGTON LARGE ROOM housemate needed, July 
2003 70pcm incl stapletonroad2003@yahoo.co.uk 
NICE ROOM/ HOUSE AREA Suit postgrad foreign Owner 
occupier 07986235585 
FAMILY HOME, WARM room, f n/s £95wk inc. 
privatepost1@hotmail.com 
WHEATLEY 3 ROOMS fully furnished £300.00 exc 07973 
562389 
SINGLE, BARTON FURNISHED £280pcm bills inc.Simon 
01865 463603 
DOUBLE ROOMS AVAILABLE in E.Oxford from £235pcm 
01844279279 

 33 MORE 
Houses/Flats To Let on 

www.dailyinfo.co.uk

HOUSES/FLATS TO LET

ACCOMMODATION IN 
LONDON

WHERE ARE YOU GOING TO SLEEP IN LONDON 
IF YOU DON’T GET ARRESTED? If you’re planning 
to visit London for research or a short break on 
a tight budget the options are normally pretty 
grim, right? Not anymore. Ashlee House, located 
2 minutes from the British Library and Kings 
Cross station, is budget Accommodation in cen-
tral London with a bit of style and without the 
hassle of standard backpacker hostels. Rates from 
only £13 per night. Ashlee House 261-265 Grays 
Inn Road, London WC1X 8QT Tel: 0207 833 9400 
www.ashleehouse.co.uk

NORTH OXFORD: MODERN, airy, self-contained, fur-
nished loft conversion in family home - for non-
smoking female. Bed-sitting room, own kitchen 
area, own bathroom, WC, washing machine, views 
over gardens. CH, TV aerial, 2 phone lines. 2 miles 
from city centre on direct, frequent bus route. £125 
pw incl bills except phone. Call 44 (0)1865 511499 
evenings/weekends, either before Feb 27th or after 
March 10th. 

THEATRE REVIEW

In a single dramatic pause, laced with comedy and 
irony, Rik Mayall draws in the audience, almost a 
full house, In dramatic protest against the intel-
lectual pretensions of London’s frivolous upper-
classes and theatrical circles, he defi antly asserts 
that people in the provinces can sometimes be 
more intelligent than in London. This (provincial) 
audience loves it. Then he takes a second glance 
again at the people of Oxford (not without their 
intellectual pretensions), and they join in 
self-deprecating laughter.

This gesture captures the spirit of the 
whole performance. Rik Mayall plays the 
central character, Garry Essendine, who 
shows autobiographical strains of the play-
wright, but Mayall’s impeccable perform-
ance gives the character a life of its own. 
Essendine is a highly successful actor, 
but he lives his whole life as if he is on 
stage. He is affectionately endowed with a 
mocking awareness of the ridicule of his 
own self-consciousness and self-delusion, 
which he nevertheless takes extremely 
seriously. Mayall as Essendine is sympa-
thetic and convincing, full of transparent 
dramatic gestures and comedy, conceal-
ing a great deal of loneliness and frustrations 
about his social world and duties. His perform-
ance produces hilarious and thought provoking 
effects throughout, making this 1930s play attrac-
tive drama, continually relevant to our lives.

Essendine is forty, no longer young, but struggling 
to come to terms with looming middle age. He lives 
separately from his wife and enjoys the sexual 
freedoms of his milieu for what they’re worth, but 
knows full well his affairs bring little sustained hap-
piness and cause him much bother along the way. 

Interest in extra-marital sex may be as mainstream 
now as it was risqué in the inter-war period, but 
the play demonstrates the issues are far from 
resolved. Essendine’s relationship with his wife is 
equally fascinating for our times. He lives apart 
from his wife Liz, a writer and socialite in her own 
right. But it is their friendship and mutual toler-
ance of each other’s behaviour, which proves the 
strongest relationship in the end.

The entire stage in taken up with  
Essendine’s house, and refl ects 
Essendine’s theatrical life. The 
set is beautifully designed, and 
itself a highlight of the production. 
His bedroom is the centre-piece 
from which Essendine frequently 
and dramatically exits. The furni-
ture typifi es the decadence of the 
period - chaises longues, plenty 
of drink on-hand - and the set is 
embellished with a liberal sprin-
kling of Dalíesque paintings and 
props. 

Rik Mayall is admirably supported 
by a high profi le cast, which includes John Dou-
gall (many RSC productions, Taggart, The Bill) and 
Sally Bretton, now known for her role as Donna 
in The Offi ce. There is little need to promote this 
popular production with its star cast, only to con-
fi rm that Present Laughter on stage fully justifi es 
its promise on paper. It is a pleasure to experience 
so much creative talent employed to its full poten-
tial. 

 Stephanie Kitchen 10/02/03

Present Laughter by Noel Coward
 at The Oxford Playhouse until Saturday 15th

14 more on 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk!

TUITION OFFERED

GUITAR
 Top Level Tuition for Children

 at the Du Pré Centre
 Contact Nick Parker 07791-1969-81

ESPAÑOL / SPANISH / CASTELLANO. Qualified native 
teacher (PGCE, Oxford University). 07967 661873

BLACKWELL’S ARE PLEASED to present a rare oppor-
tunity to hear one of America’s leading academics, 
Prof. Daniel Dennett, discussing his new book, “Free-
dom Evolves”, on Tuesday 18th February at 6pm in 
the Holywell Music Rooms, Holywell Street, Oxford. 
Tickets (£1) are available from Customer Services, 50 
Broad Street, Oxford (01865) 333623

20’ YACHT moored on Thames. ‘Caprice’ - outboard/sails/oars; 
2-berth & galley. £1950. Rob, 16b Cherwell St, OX4 1BG
BT RESPONSE 90 Answering Machine. £10. 
ocms0012@herald.ox.ac.uk 
MOTORCYCLE CRASH HELMET size 58M, seldom worn, never 
dropped, michaelcullen@ukonline.co.uk 
1946 8H.P. AUSTIN plus loads of spares 
maintenance@acnielsen.co.uk 
WET SUIT LARGE two piece £30 good condition 
maintenance@acnielsen.co.uk 
CARAVAN & AWNING fully equiped ready to go £1250 
maintenance@acnielsen.co.uk 
7 MONTH AVIATORS Gym Membership £220 ONO Phone 
01865308113 
GERMAN DOUNLE BASS £350 07791 200646 
SMALL TORQUE PA Amp,07789638262 $150 
LINGUAPHONE RUSSIAN COURSE unused, costs £250 sell £150 
andre.dep@btworld.com 
FRIDGE HOLDS 4 cases beer. Buyer Collects £30 07788 747476 
600W MICROWAVE. VGC £15 buyer collects Mark 07788 747476 
DVD. THE FUGITIVE. £6. rayspost@yahoo.com. 
DVD. MESSAGE IN a bottle. £6. rayspost@yahoo.com 
YORK SPRINTER HYDRAULIC rowing machine as new £50 
01865464147 
MATCHBOX CARS & other collectables boxed £5 each 
01865464147 
DOLLS VARIOUS DESIGNS still in boxes £10 each 01865464147 
HOHNER POKERWORK D/G melodeon £200 email Tom: 
bodent@oup.co.uk 
PALM M500. WITH 32MB SDcard and accesories. £120 ONO. 
rayspost@yahoo.com 
MOTOROLA C333 UNLOCKED boxed. 2 weeks old. £70. 
rayspost@yahoo.com 
PENTAX SLR CAMERA(P30T) and accessories. great condition. 
best offer c.l.green@ic.ac.uk 
X FILES US video boxed sets £10 per set 
stiofan2003@hotmail.com 

FAWLTY TOWERS COMPLETE 4 VHS videos, good condition, 
£10, stiofan2003@hotmail.com 
PHILLIPS TV WIDESCREEN bargain, moving forces sale £160 
drew.howard@btinternet.com 07766057675 
NEW 100ML GUCCI ENVY perfume for Women £45 07818676325 
or nbdurrani@aol.com 
CAR RADAR DETECTOR BRAND NEW ALL RADAR LASER BANDS 
hinksey@msn.com 
NOKIA 8210 GOOD condition 7facias boxed charger manual 
£50 robertuprichard@hotmail.com 
YNGWIE MALMSTEEN 1TICKET london concert £15 
call:07788886347 
LARGE HAMSTER/GERBIL CAGE with house and wheel £7 
Ox452495 
PAAMP FREE SPREAKERS, small, ideal for small gigs.$140 
Tel:07789638262 
AIWA 21’’ TV Teletext, near new, £95.TV. Tel.01865 311170 
jinjun.xue@economics.ox.ac.uk 
BUFFY VHS SEASONS 1245 for £15 per boxset. Contact 
thyme45@hotmail.com 
SPEAKERS BOEDER 400W surround. Boxed £25 07788 747476 
SONY MD RECORDER Walkman AM.FM as new 5MDs £100. 
peterbryanoxford@btinternet.com 
TEAK WALL UNIT glass display top £50 tel 01865 375690 
LLOYD LOOM LINEN cabinet, v.g.con. £30 tel; 01865 375690 
CAT ACTIVITY CENTRE sleeping compartment and scratch post 
£10 niki@update.co.uk 
SHARP ELECTRONIC WORDPROCESSOR with built in printer 
£50 niki@update.co.uk 
ELECTRIC MUSCLE TONER 10 pads £38 niki@update.co.uk 
HAMSTER CAGE TWO levels wheel and water bottle £10 
niki@update.co.uk 
LARGE TEDDYBEAR AS new £10 niki@update.co.uk 
HABITAT COMPUTER DESK cost £275 sell £110, Bargain 
07766057675 drew.howard@btinternet.com 
YAMAHA ALTO SAX - new(unused). Cost £1000. Will accept 
£800ono. Tel:07773971602 
MORPHY RICHARDS VOYAGE travel iron £7 
bert.chen@chch.ox.ac.uk 
2 LANTERNS (IE LAMP/LIGHT SHADES). £5 each! 
bert.chen@chch.ox.ac.uk 


