
HOTEL NEW YORK 
Story of pioneers 

  
 
 

Guests check out of a hotel room, leaving a bath full of goldfish behind.  Reading glasses are the most-
forgotten item. In 25 years, over 10,000 have been collected. A visitor who, every week for 25 years, has coffee 

at the very same spot. 7746 cream pastries are consumed yearly. 
 
 
  
Rotterdam 18 January - On 5 May 2018, Hotel New York celebrates its 25th jubilee. And Museum Rotterdam 
marks the occasion with a fantastic tribute to this characterful hotel. The exhibition: Hotel New York, story of 
pioneers, opens on 4 May, and tells the incredible history of an urban icon. 
 
25 years of Hotel New York means a treasure trove of stories, photos, films and quirky objects. Together, they 
tell the story of the famous hotel, which occupies a unique spot on the banks of Rotterdam’s River Maas. 
Because, aside from being a hotel and restaurant, it’s a place for many people to come home to, to enjoy the 
breath-taking view, and a place to celebrate life’s milestones, large and small. 
 
25 years ago, the Wilhelminapier was a place people preferred to avoid. But thanks to the successful 
transformation of the former HQ of the Holland-America Line (HAL) to Hotel New York, the pier has evolved 
into one of Rotterdam’s most distinctive locations. With a focus on the future, and a belief in its meaning for 
the city, many worked hard on the icon that Hotel New York is today. 
 
The exhibition takes visitors back in time, through nine uniquely designed rooms: from the story of the first 
pioneers; the emigrants, the HAL, the cruise liners, the Kop van Zuid to the hotel pioneers. 
 

Hotel New York, story of pioneers is open to the public from 4 May to 1 November 2018. 
  
 
 

About Museum Rotterdam 
 
Museum Rotterdam is a city museum with a taste for adventure. Historical and cultural objects and new cultural 
heritage together tell the story of the city and its residents – from small township on the Rotte to multicoloured 
world city. A unique combination that delivers daring exhibitions, and impact, in the museum and in the city. 
Museum Rotterdam, the most Rotterdam city in the world. 
 
 
  

Note for editors: 
 

For more details and visual material relating to the exhibition, please contact: 
Museum Rotterdam | Nina Aelbers | n.aelbers@museumrotterdam.nl 

 
For more details and visual material relating to the 25th anniversary of Hotel New York please contact: 

Hotel New York | Michel van Jaarsveld | mvanjaarsveld@hotelnewyork.nl   
 
	


